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The Battle of Armageddon

THE AUTHOR’'S FOREWORD

THE FIRST EDITION of this Volume was published in 1897. latet to the closing epoch of

this Gospel Age, the overlapping between it and the New Dispensation—a period which brings to
the world wonderful blessings, which in turedause ofinpreparedness of heart, more and more
become causes of friction, discontent, trouble. If the blessings of the last 43 years were to
continue at the present rate of increase, the discontent of humanity would likewise increase, and
the very purpose of God in the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom and the blessing of mankind
through it, would be frustrated.

For this cause, God permits the Millennial dawn to caipen the world gradually. As men are
awakening from the stupor of the past, they do not consider the Lord or acknowledge His grace
in connection with the blessings present and coming. We have estimated that these 43 years have
brought to mankind a thousand times as much wealth as watdduring the six thousand

years preceding. The proved conditions of all mankind in dized lands, the lsortening of

hours of laboretc., are offset by gaterknowledge and a discontent which comes therewith.

This is in harmony with the Lord’s declaration resping this time. Describingur day in the
prophecy of Daniel, He says: “Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be increased.”
“The wise shall understand,” “And there shall b€&ime of Trouble such as was not since there

was a nation.” Daniel 12:1-4,10.

In other words, the increase of knowledge is responsible for the increase of discontent and fear
which are bringing Armageddon, or the Day of Vengeance of God, upon the whole world. In the
present great war, we see that the large nations have beén &aeach other'sprosperity.
Although all have been
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growing fabulously rich, all are more discontented than ever before, and more fearful that
something will occur to hinder their enrichment andutm tthe streams of wealth to the ports of

the competitor. Their fear @ach other determined that the war must come, and the present was
chosen as the most favored opportunity, before the weakani® too sbng. The same spirit is
manifest everywhere—ingratitude for the present and the past, fearfulness for the future, and a
selfishness which pays little heed to the Golden Rule. The conflict between capital and labor is
along this line, and we are to expect that such things will go rapidly from bad to worse.

The debts of the warring nations are autladiriely stated to aount to fifty-five hbllions of
dollars—a sum which, of course, can never be paid in gold; and everybody knows that there is
not sufficient gold to pay the interest on the debts of the world. This spells bankruptcy—as soon
as the war shall end and the issuing of bonds sba#ie tgrovide money for the payment of the
interest on other bonds. The nations are thillisganto the chasm of bekruptcy, but it is with

them as with a human being falling, the sensations are not so bad until theckdises in a
demoralizing concussion. Evidently the wall wot stopfrom lack of men to shoot and be shot,

but either from lack of food or from financial weakness. Thatilitbe the htter is the atior’s
opinion.

Already the kings, political and financial, and their advisers, are in great perplexity respecting
what shall be done after the close of the war to prevent a world-wide revolution of the
discontented. Twenty millions of men nawder arms W need employment. (jppose that one-
fourth of them areatained in the army, whatillhbe done with the remaining three-fourths? That

is the question that is puzzling many of the world’s wise men. The world is getting albogtwit
them now, and also manufacturing vast quantities of military stores and aromuBitidently it

could get along without those twenty
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millions of men altogether. Reckless of human life, they will be more or less ofacengnevery

land. The British are making preparations to induce their surplus to become farmers in Canada
and Australia. Other nations are undoubtedly pursuimgiiscourse to the extent that they are

able. But they all realize that they will have their hands full to cope with the situation.

The Bible points out that about this time the Nominal Church systems of the wibnigevto
greatprominence again in connection with the Civil powers. We can readily seeotiadg for
this. All the kingdoms, financially weakened, will realize tlee@ssity for keeping a dominating
grip upon the public and preventing anything akin to Socialism and Anarchy. Thagtwrally
look to the geat religious institutions calle@hurches to support them, to ¢hten the people
with future torments, and in general to help keep the Ship of Btatebeing overturned. The
churches also Wbe ready and glatbr such an opportunity. Already, they ardling together as
a scroll—the one side, Catholic, the other, Protestant, opposed and yettednreach side
united and federated to the best of its ability.

But the Bible declares that this reign “as a queen” will beh@tsone, and that the fall of
Babylon will be tremadous—Iike a gratmillstone cast into the sea. It will lairing the power
of this so-called “queen” for a little season, that the woildbe under a geat strain as respects
any presentation of the Truth. And thdeand loyal to God and to principleillvdoubtless suffer
therefor.

At the time of Babylon’s fall, the mighty ones of the earth, financial and political princes and
kings, will stand afapff, keeping clear of too close an iddition with her, although they will
greatly lament her destruaeti, realizing that it forebodes their own. Then very shortllyoame

the complete ovelntow and destruction of the present Gentile governments, symbolically
represented in the Bible as a great conflagration
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which will consume the whole earth—all institutions—religious, social, political, and financial.

Considering that this Volume was Wen twenty years agmone need be surprised to find that
some of its statements, ladtugh startlingly strong, come short now of the full Truth. For instance,
the wealth of the world has greatly multiplied in these twenty years. The combinations of capital
have greatly increased in capitalipawti power and influence. It is estibed thatduring the past

four years the capital of the United States has increased at the rate of ten billions a year.

In this Volume it was pointed out that although the Trusts at the time of the writing were
beneficial rather than injurious, nevertheless these giants, born of avarice and built up in self-
interest, would eventually become a menace, a danger to the people and their interests. We have
reached that time, and many are realizing that the dangeoisus. Nothing evil may be done so

long as the machinery is working well and under control; but when the moment shall come that
the interests of the managers and capitalists will be in the revees#iatifrom the interests of

their employees and the public, then look out! Remember the inspired Word—that this is to be “a
Time of Trouble such as never was since there was a nation.”

How glad we are that man’s extremity in this Time ofuble wil be the Lord’s opportunity! He

is waiting to be gracious. He is wishing to pour out upon mankind the blessings oillémii
Kingdom for one thousand years, for their uplift out of sin aedtldl onditions back to the

image and likeness of God. He foreknows that they must first have their lessons. He has shown
this already to those who have seeing eyes, by granting more than forty years of the dawning
period—which, however, insad of bringing blessings and happiness to the world, baweght

more and more of discontent.
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The Lord wil allow mankind now to go their length in ging out their own plans and schemes.

He will allow them to demonsite the futity of all these schemes, and that nothing but Divine
interposition vill save thenfrom wrecking the entire fabric of Society. Indeed, Higpermit the

wreck, and then reorganize humanity under Messiah; for He promises that His Kingdom shall be
“the desire of all nationsHaggai 2:7

Your servant in the Lord,
CHARLES T. RUSSELL

Brooklyn, N.Y.,
October 1, 1916
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FOREWORD

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the
way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that
great Day of God Almighty. Behold, | come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he
walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hhgleew to
Armageddon.” Revelation 16:12-16

Armageddon is a Hebrew word signifying thdl lef Megiddo, or the Mount of Destruction.
Megiddo occupied a very marked position on the southern edge of the Plain of Esdraelon, and
commanded an important pass into the hlitry. This locality was the gat battlegpund of
Palestine, on which were fought many of the famoatlds of Old Testament hisly. There
Gideon and his little band alarmed and discomfited the Midianites, who destroyed one another in
their flight. (Judges 7:19-23) There King Saul wasedédd by the Rlstines. (1 Sam. 31:6)

There King Josiah was slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the most disastrous conflicts in the
history of Israel. (2 Chron. 35:22-25) There also King Ahab and his wife Jezebel lived, in the city
of Jezreel, where Jezebel afterwards met a horrible death. 2 Kings 9:30-37

These battles were in a sense typical. The defeat of the Midianites released the people of Israel
from bondage to Midian. Thus Gideon and his band typified our Lord and the Church, who are to
release
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mankind from their bondage to sin anglath. The death of King Saul and the owextv of his
kingdom by the Philistines opened the way the reign of David, who typified Messiah. King
Ahab typified the civil government, symbolically called the “Dragon” in the Revelation. Queen
Jezebel symbolically foreshadowed theairharlot, Babyin, and as such she is mentioned by
name. “Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself aepesphto teach and
seduce My servants.” Rev. 2:20

In the Scriptures the Lord has evidently seen fit to agt®mthe name of this famous battlefield,
Armageddon, with the gat contoversy between Truth and Error, right and wrong, God and
Mammon, with which the Gospel Ageiliclose and the Messianic Age be ushered in. He has
purposely used highly symbolic language in the last book of the Bible, evidently with a view to
hiding certain important truths until the due time for their revealment. But even in the due time,
“None of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” (Dan. 12:10) None who
are out of heart harmony with God shall know; but only the wise among His people—the wise
virgin class of the Master’s parable. Matt. 25:1-13

When we consider our text, therefore, we are not teexgny gathering of the people literally

to the Hill of Megddo. Rather we are to look for that which is symbolized by that mountain.
Many things are being called “The Battle of Armdden”; this phrase is being used in many
ways and from many standpoints. But Christians realize that this word Armageddon specially
belongs to the Bible, where it is used in a spiritual sense. If, therefore, the present is an opportune
time in which to consider the Battle of Armaiglon from a political standpoint, it surely is the
proper time to consider the term from its true religious point of view.

We all know that the book of Revelation is full of symbols. God seems to hasedpihisbook
last in
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the Bible with the intent of covering up great angamant truths. That it contains valuable
truths is the opinion of all Bible students. Yet so skillfully has God covered those truths that His
people in times past have not been able fully and clearly to discern them. Bible students believe
that this has been the Divine intention, not ongcduse these truths were not due to be
understood, but drause God intends to keep certain features of His Trath the world.
Mankind have always misunderstood the Divine Plan; for God in His wisdom wishes to have
them misunderstand. The truths recorded in the Revelation are not for the world, nor for nominal
Christians, but for the Church—the Body of Christ, the saintly ones “the Church of the First-
borns which are witen in Heaven.” To these ttk@owledge wll become “neat in due seas.”

“The wise shall understand.”

The Scriptures abound with allusions to Armageddon. Our Lord Jesus callsat tgbulation,

such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall &.24PR1)

The Prophet Daniel describes it as “a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation,
even to that same time.” (Dan. 12:1) Closely in connection with this statement Daniel declares
that God’'s Repres¢ative, “Michael, shall standp, the geat Prince which standeflor the

children of” Israel. The word “Michael” signifies “He who is like God"—the Godlike One. He

will stand upfor the salvation of God’s people, for thectification of eror and wrong, for the
establishment of right and truth, to bring to the world of mankind the great Kingdom of God,
which has been preached from the days of Abraham.

Time for the Establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom
The Revelation of St. John, being a book of symboaisnat be understood by the world. God

Himself has said that only at a certain time may even the Churelctedqunderstand. When the
Prophet
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Daniel inquired concerning the meaning of his vision, the angel replied, “Go thy way, Daniel; for
the words are closed up and sealktdhe Time of the End~—not the end of the world, but the
end of the Age—the end of this Dispensation. “The earth abideth forever.” Eccl. 1:4

St. Peter tells us that this Age is to end in a greaflagration—symbolical of thdime of
Trouble, in which present institutionsiliMbe swallowedup. (2 Pet. 3:8-13) Elsewhere in the
Scriptures, this terrible Time ofrduble is symbolically represented as a storm, as a whirlwind, as
a fire, to consume everything. After the present order shall have passed away eathengr of
Trouble, God Himself W establish His Kingdom—the onfor which we pray, “Thy Kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, even as it is done in Heaven.”

If, then, there is anything to iredite that we are living in the end of the Gospel Age, anything to
indicate that the Virgins areitiming their lamps, we may rest assured that the faméhe Wise
Virgins to enter into glory is close at hand. What a blessed message is this for “all who love His
appearing!”

In the same prophecy which tells that Thme of the End is the timr the wise toward God to
understand, we are told that this tim#l lne especially marked by two particulagatures: first,
“Many shall run to and fro”; second, “Knowledge shall be increased.” (Dan. 12:4) Today we see
this prophecy fulled. All over the world people areunning to and fro as never before.
Railroads, steamboats, automobiles, electric causfaee, subway and elevated—etc., carry
mankind everywhere. General increase of knowledgeackenizesour wonderful day. Every

child ten years old is able to read. All over the world are books, newspapers, Bibles in every
home—opportunity for knowledge such as never has been known since man was on earth.

The remarkable fulfilment of thigrophecy marks our day as the time of The End, in which the
present
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Dispensation is to be concluded and the New Dispensation is to be ushered in—the time when
God's people will be able to understand the situation and to get ready for their change.

Principles, not Individuals, under Discussion

All Christian people credit the book of Revelation to our Lord, as St. John does. (Rev. 1:1)
Therefore we are not responsible for the symbolism used in that book. There are so many ways in
which one might be misunderstood, even by good Christian people, that we naturally feel a
delicacy &out expressing our views. As we peed to sefforth our understanding of the
symbols of the Revelation, we wish ttate most emphatically that we are saying nothing
whatever against godghristians anywhere, at any time, whether in any church or out of any
church. We have nothing to say resping people. We discuss PRINCIPLES, DOCTRINES,
ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER! God has not commissioned us to discuss people; it is ours to
discuss His Word.

As we present our interprations of the symbols of Revetat| we realize that the Word of God
conveys a very terrible arraignment of some of tleagsystems afur day—some that we have
long reverenced and esteemed, that we hameght contained many who are godly in word and
in deed. Let us, thefare, clearly distinguish between individuals and systems. We say nothing
against the godly individual, but in the interpretation of thert\bf God what we have to say is
merely in respect to these systeinsleed we believe that the saintly people of God are left out
of these symbols, probablgbause the saints ofo@, as compared with the hundredsnilfions

of humanity, are merely a small company, as Jesus said: “Fear not, Little Flock.”

Coming to the interpretation of the symbols of Rev.13&6, we find that there are three
agencies connected with the gathering of the hosts to this Battle of AldmgeVe read that
out of the mouth of the
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Beast, out of the mouth of the False Prophet and out of the mouth of the Drageedad three
unclean spirits like frogs; and that these three unclean spirits, frog-like, went forth throughout the
whole world to gather the whole world into this Battle of Armageddon.

It is proper, then, for us to inquire what systems are meant by these symbolic words—the
Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet. After we shall discover what is meant by these terms,
we shall ask what is symbolized by the frogs that came out from their mouths.

Throughout the Bible, a Beast is the symbol used to represent a government. In Daniel's
prophecy the grat universal empires of the earth are thus symbolized. Babylon was the Lion,
Medo-Persia the Bear, &sce the Leopd, and Rome the Dragon. (Dan. 7:1-8) The Roman
Empire still persistsChristendom is a part of thategtt Roman Empire which began in the days

of Caesar and which, according to the Scriptures, still is in the world.

Practically all Bible exegetes agree that the Dragon of the Revelation represgnisetiecivil

power, wherever it may be found. We do not understand this to mean that all the powers of the
world are evil or of the Devil, but that the Dragon is the symbol which the Lord is pleased to use
to represent civil power.

The Beast of Rev. 16:13 is the same that is mentioned in Rev. 13:2, where it is described as
resembling a leopard—sgted. Protestant interpreters of the Revelation agree that this symbol
refers to the Papal system—not to the Pope, not to Catholic congregations, not to individual
Catholics, but to the system as a whole, which has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to recognize the Papacy as a system, as a government.
Papacy claims that the Kingdom of God, Messiah’s Kingdom, was established in 799 A.D.; that it
lasted a thousand
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years, just as the Bible declares Christ’s Kingddlinast; and that it expired id799 A.D. They

claim also that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ (that is, the Papal system, represented in the
Revelation as the Beast) has been suffering welpand thatluring this time the Devil has been
loosed, in fulfilment of Rev. 20:7.

History records that the era closing with 1799, marked by Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign, sealed
and defined the limit of Papal dominion over the nations. Napoleon ewkrihe Pope prisoner

to France, where he died. This humiliating experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks the time of
the loosing of Satan in fulfilment of Rev. 20:7.

We cannot agree with our Catholic brethren’s intetgion ofprophecy. Our Lord was surely

right when He declared that “the prince of this world is Satan,” and that this is “the present evil
world” or age. The reason why there is so much graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance,
superstition everywhere is that Satan is the great being who is deceiving the wooldlifgto

the Scriptures Satan is to beund for a thousand years, that he mageive the nations no
more. (Rev. 20:3) After the thousand years shall have been finishieah, $hall be loosefdr a

little season to test mankind. Then hdl e destoyed in the Second dath, together with all

who are in harmony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their eyes open to see the lengths, breadths, heights and
depths of the Love of God—His wonderful provision made, first, for the Church, who are to
share in the Kingdom glory; and second, for the world of mankind, vilhoeweive the blessing

of an uplift to human perfectioduring that thousand years. This glorious Epoch is just
approaching, irnead of being in the past. So glorioudl Wwe the ondition of humanity at the

close of Messiah’s Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will compare with it. Butehe \gork

of God will not be perfected until every human being



viii
The Battle of Armageddon

will have reached perfeain, or wil have been destyed in the Seconddath, because of refusal
to come into harmony with the laws of righteousness. Then eveature in Heaven and on
earth, will be heard saying, “Blessing amonor and glory and power be unto Him thatesh
upon the Throne and to the Lamb, for ever and ever.” Rev. 5:13

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Roman power, represented by the civil power in the world. The

Beast is the Papal system of government. The third symbol, the False Prophet, remains to be
interpreted. This, we believe, is another name for the system elsewhere called “the Image of the
Beast.” (Rev. 13:14) According to the Scriptures, this Image is a vent expresentation of the

Beast. The False Prophet, or Image of the Beast, we understand to mean the Protestant
Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast

In order to see why the Protestant Federation of Churches should be symbolized as the Image of
the Beast and as the False Prophet, we must examine other symbolical Scriptures. In Rev. 17:5,
our attention is called to a great “myst€ The word “harlot” in Scriptural symbolism does not

mean an immoral person. It refers to the Church, which was to be the Kingdom of God, but
which lost her virginity and became united to an earthly mgbandead of her Heavenly
Husband. To what earthly husband did the Church unite? To the Roman Empire. In the minds of
Luther and other reformers there was no doubt that there was a close union between the Church
and the world. The Church for a time claimed to be waiting for Christ to set up His Kingdom.
Finally she said, “I will not wait until the Send Coming of Christ, | W unite with the Roman
Empire.”

All know the result. The Roman Catholic Church was exalted, and reigned as a queen for
centuries. This union of Church and State is represented in a
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famous picture found in Italy. On a throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side by side. On one side
are cardinals, bishops, the lower clergy and the laity, in order of rank. On the other side are
generals, lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down to the common people. Thus the union of Church and
State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly governments are called Christian; for they claim unity as
part and parcel with the Church. History tells us that for centuries the Church appointed the
earthly kings. Whosoever the Pope desired was crowned. In proof of the supremacy of the
Church a story is told in regard to Emperor Henry IV of Germany, who had incurred the Papal
displeasure and who as a punishment was compelled to stand for three days without the castle
gates of Canossa, béweted, and clad only in the haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to the
inclemency of mid-winter. Then he was forced to crawl on hands and knees into the presence of
the Pontiff, whose silk stocking was removed in order that the emperor might kiss the Pope’s
great toe, in fulfilment of Psa. 2:12, “Kiss the Son, O ye kings of the earth.”

To our understanding this is a mistaken aggpion of Scripture. “The Son” is not the Pope. The
“holy hill” is the Kingdom of &d. His agency is symbolized as the holy Mount Zion. The great
Messiah will compdtely overhrow all the things of the present time, andl wstablish the
Kingdom of Righteousness and Truth, which will uplift mankind out of sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope is the vicegerent of Christ, reigning iteatis Shey
believe that the present is the time when Satan is loosed to deceive the nations; thetrihery s
the Church W again get full power in the world; and that as a result every one who does not
obey them will be destyed. This intergatation points us to Revelation 13th and 20th Chapters.
Protestants do not appreciate the situation. Doubtless all thinking people
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have noticed that overtures for union come from Protestantism, but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should the Scriptures picture Protestantism as an Image of the
Beast? When and how did this come about? From the time of the Reformation, Protestants had
been striving individually to get out of the darkness of the past and thus hadafeunoany

creeds and had organized many denominations. But about the middle of the last century the
leaders began to see that if every one continued to study the Bible individually the time would
come when each one would have an individual creed. To prevent what seemed to them a loss of
power, they planned a union of Protestants in a system called the Evangelical Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organization of the different Protestant denominatiorfermvad

in 1846 for the very purpose of doing in their own way the same thing that Catholicism would do
in its own way. Seeing the great power that Roman Catholics would exercise because of a united
system, Protestants said, “We are divided. We have no power. We will organize.” Then and
there, according to the Scriptures, they made an Image of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before the Image can do any particular harm ieoaige rlife

from the two-horned Beast. (Rev. 13:15) This two-horned Beast with horns like a lamb, but a
voice like a dragon, we believe represents the Church of England, which is not a party to the
Evangelical Alliance. TheChurch of England makes the claim which the Church of Rome
makes—that she is the true Church; that all others are wrong; that she has the original apostolic
succession; and that no one is commissioned to preach unless he has had divine, apostolic hands
laid upon him. This has been the contention of the Church of England for centuries, and
constitutes the difference between that Church and all other Protestant denominations.



Xi
The Battle of Armageddon

Although the Evangelical llance was organized ih846, it has not been able accomplish its
purpose, bcause it did nditnow how to opeate. The denominations in thdli&nce were united

only in name, and hence have worked agaash other. Denominations outside of tHEaAce

were declared to be unauthorized; and they, in turn, challenged the Evangelical Churches to
show where they got authority togarch. As a result the Image had no power to act; it was
trodden upon; and to get vitality—life—it would need apostoliccession; it must have
something as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that ti@hurch of England W become intinate with the Evangelical
Alliance and will give it apostolic abority to peach. Because of this union théighce will be

able to say, “We have apostolic authority teagerh. Let no one speak unless he has our
sanction.” Thisaction on their part is described in Rev.173:None \ill be allowed tobuy or sell
spiritual things in the spiritual market unless he has either the mark of the Beast or the mark of
the Image.

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the False Prophet, another repatieanof the Image—the
vitalized product of the Evangelicallidance, which has taken tHerm of Church Federation,

and has today a great deal of vitality. Whether we can expect it to have more remains to be seen.
The Scriptures clearly indicate that the Image of the Beast is to get so great power ithaa it w

the same thing that the Roman Catholic Church did in the past; and that the two systems,
Catholic and Protestant, will rule the civilized world with a high hamdugh the civil power—

the Dragon.

“Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs”
The Scriptures tell us that this result is to be brought about bytt#ances of the combined

power of Church andt&e. “Three unclean spirits likkogs came out of the mouth of the
Dragon, and
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out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of the mouth of the False Prophet.” In this passage, the
spirit is a doctrine—an unclean doctrine—a false doctrine. Each of these sysilememwthe

same things, and these utterancéishave the eféct of gathering the kingdoms of earth together

to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly understood, is very forceful, and there is always a close
resemblance between the symbol itself and the thing symbolized. When the holy Spirit uses a frog
to represent certain doctrines or teachings, we may be sure that the applidhtibnvedl.

While a frog is a small eature, yet it puffs itself up until it almost bursts with the effort to be
somebody. A frog has a very wise look, even though it does not know very much. Then a frog
croaks whenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteristics ofray, then, are pomposity, an air of superior
wisdom and knowledge, and a continual croaking. Applying thesecieaistics to the picture
given in the Divine Word, we learn that from the civil power, from the Catholic Church and from
the Federation of Protestant Churchels go forth the sameaeachings. The spirit of allilivbe
boastful; an air of superior knowledge and wisdoithbg assumed; all wilforetell dire results to
follow any failure to obey their counsels. However conflicting the creeds, the differeftides w
ignored in the general proposition that nothing ancient must be disturbed, or ateestigr
repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church, and the Divine right of kings, aside from the Chuliamtw

be allowed to conflictfor both will be indorsed. Any persons teachings in anflict with these
boastful, unscriptural claims will be branded as everything vile, at the mouths dfotse
croaking from pulpits and platforms, and through the religious and secular press. The nobler
sentiments of some will be strangled by the philosophy of the same evil spirit
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which spoke through Caiaphas, the high priest,eetspgour Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas declared

it expedient to commit a crime in violation of justice, both human and Divine, to be rid of Jesus
and His teachings, so thisog-like spirit will approve of any and every violation of principle
necessary to self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look back upon the pages of history and see what terrible
deeds were done in the name of God and justice, and in the name of our Lord Jesus. We are not
to think for a moment that these frog spirits, or doctrines, are all bad, but rather that they are
doctrines of bombast and pomposity, representing themselves to be very wise and great, and
having the backing of centuries. Out of the mouth of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the Divine
right of Kings: “Do not look back of the curtain of history to see where the kings got that right.
Accept the doctrinefor if you do not, and if men look into theatter, there Wl be a terrible
revolution and everything will go down!”

The Beast and the False Prophet hawdlas croakings. The Catholi€hurch says, “Do not look
behind! Do not question anything about the Church!” Protestantism says, also, “Weadyevgr

are wise, we know a gat deal. Keep quiet! No onalivwhen know that you know nothing.” All

say (croaking), “We tell you that if you say anything against present arrangements, terrible things
will come to pass.”

Political parties are figuring in this. All declare, “If any change should comel] ihean terrible
disaster!” Some have the backbone and some have the civil power behind them, but unitedly they
croak to the people that if any change is made, it will mean ruin to the pasent In the
language of our day, “Stand pat!” is the order in Church andaite;Sbut the people are being
moved by fear. It is this croaking of the Beast, the Dragon and the False Prophelt trause

the kings of earth and gather them
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together to the Armageddon Battle and destruction.

The ecclesiastical kings and princes, with their retinue of clergy arfdulagtdherents, W be
gathered in solid phalanx—Protestant and Catholic. The political kings and princes, senators, and
all in high places, with their henchmen and retaineit,fellow in line on the same side. The
financial kings and merchant princes, and all whom they can influence by the most gigantic
power ever yet exercised in the world, will join the same sideording to this prophecy. They

do not realize, however, that they are coming to Armageddon; yet strange to say, this is a part of
their very cry, “Come together to Armageddon!”

Speaking of our day, our Lord declared, “Men’s heaitsdathemfor fear and for looking after

those things which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke
21:26) The kings of Europe know not what to do. Attarianism is being shaken. Many people

of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doctrinedl) gather the kings and princes, financial, political,
religious and industrial into one et army. The spirit of fear, inspired by the croaking, will
scourge the passions of otherwise good and reasonable men to fury—desperation. In their blind
following of these evil spirits, evil doctrines, they will be ready to sacrifice life and everything on
what they mistakenly suppose is the altar of Justice, Truth and Righteousness under a Divine
arrangement.

Many noble people in this gat army Wi assume arattitude quite contrary to their preference.

For a time the wheels of liberty and progred lve turned backward, and mediaeval restraints

will be considered ecessary for self-preservation —for the maintenance of the present order of
things and for the prevention of the new order which God has decreed, the due time for which is
at hand. Even those



XV
The Battle of Armageddon

who may be God’s people do not stop to consider whether it is Mishat things &ould
continue as they have been for the past six thousand years. The Bible says that such is not God’s
will, but that there is to be a great overturning, that a new order is coming in.

For a brief time, as we understand the Scriptures, these combined forces of Armageddon will
triumph. Free spech, free mails, and other liberties which have come to be the very breath of the
masses in our day,iWwbe ruthlessly shubff on the plea of acessity, the glory of God, the
commands of the Churckic. The safgtvalve will be satupon, and thus W cease to @noy

earth’s kings with the sound of escapingasn; and all vt seem to be serereuntil the great

social explosion described in the Revelation as an earthqudlkeake plce. In symbolic
language an earthquake signifies social revolution, and the Scriptural declaration is that none like
it ever before occurred. (Rev. 16:18,19) See our Lord’s reference to it in Matt. 24:21.

The Lord’s Great Army

At this juncture, the Scriptures show, Divine Power will stepvard, and God W gather the
marshaled hosts to Armageddon—to the Mount of Destruction. (Rev. 16:16) The very thing
which they sought to avert by their union, federatete,, will be the very thing that they will
hasten. Other Scriptures tell us that God will be represented by Messiah, and that He will be on
the side of the masses. “At that time shall Michael [the Godlike One—Messiah] stand up.” (Dan.
12:1) He will assume alibrity. He will take possession of His Kingdom in a manner littleked

for by many of those who erroneously have beeimaig to be His Kingdom, and audrized by

Him to reign in His name and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, “His servants ye are unto whom ye render service.” Some may be
rendering
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service to Satan and torer, who claim to be rendering service to God and to righteousness; and
some may serve ignorantly, as did Saul of Tarsus, who “verily thought that he did God"servi
persecuting the Church. The same principle holds true reversely. As an earthly king does not hold
himself responsible for the moral chater of each soldier who fights his battles, so the Lord
does not vouch for the moral clhater of all who enlist and fight on His side of any questHis
servants they are to whom they render service, whatever the motive or object prompting.

The same principle will apply in the comingtle of Armagedon. God’s side of thatalttle will

be the people’s side; and that very nondescript host, the pedplee pitted at the beginning of
the battle. Anarchists, Socialists, and hot-headed radicals of eV 8¢ reason and unreason,
will be in theforefront of that lattle. He who has arknowledge of army life knows that a great
army is composed of all classes.

The masses will be restlessder their restraints, butillwvbe conscious of their weakness as
compared with the kings and princes, financial, social, religious and political, who will then hold
sway. The majority of the poor and the middle class preface at almost any price. The masses
have no sympathy with anarchy. They realize truly that the worst form of governmetieis b
than none. The massesl\seek relief hrough the ballot and theepceful readjustment of earth’s
affairs for the &mination of evil, for the placing of monopolies andilies and the spplies of
nature in the hands of the people for the public good. The ciisizeweached when the hitherto
upholders of the law shall become violators of the law and resisters ofiitbéthve majority as
expressed by the ballot. Fear for the futuikgead the well-meaning masses to despematand
anarchy will result when Socialism fails.

The Lord’s saints are not to be in this battle at all.
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God’s conse@ated people, longing at heddr Messiah’s Kingdom and the glorious Year of
Jubilee and Restitution which it will inaugue, wil patiently abide the brd’'s time, and walit
unmurmuringly for it. Their lampsitnmed andburning, they Wi not be in dakness respcting

the momentous events of the impending battle; but thikyoevof good courage, knowing the
outcome portrayed in the “more sure word of prophecy,” to which they have done well to “take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the Day dawn.” 2 Pet. 1:19The question
now arises, Why did not God send His Kingdom sooner? Why is Armagedad@ssary? We
answer that God has His own times and seasons, and that He has appointezitige@mnth
Thousand-Year Day for the reign of Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld until our day the great
knowledge and sk which is breeding at the same time millionaires and discontents. Had God
lited the veil of ignorance a thousand years sooner, the world would have lined up for
Armageddon a thousand years sooner. God did not bring these things before the present time
because His Plan has various parts, all of which @mgerging at the same time. In kindness God
veiled the eyes of mankind until the gathering to Armageddon wouicedately precede
Messiah’s taking to Himself His great power and beginning His reign. Rev. 11:17,18

The attitude of the people of Goldagild be that of grat thakfulness to the Giver of every good.
They should make provision for theegt storm that is coming and keep very quiet,uratuly
interested in the side of either rich or poor. We know in advance that the Lord is on the side of
the people. He it is that will fight the Armadgon Battle, and His agencyilvbe that peculiar
army—all classes. When this great “éaptake” of social revolution comes, iflmot be a mere
handful of anarchists, but an uprising of the people to throw off the great power
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that is strangling them. Selfishness is at the bottom of the whole matter.
Not Yet, but Soon

For forty years the Armageddon forces have been mustering for both sides of the conflict.
Strikes, lockouts and riots, et and small, have been merely incidental skirmishes as the
belligerents crosgach other’s path€ourt and army scandals in Europe, insurance, trust and
court scandals in America, have shaken public confidence. Dynamite plots, charged by turns on
employees and on employers, have tended to make each distrustful of the other. Bitter and angry
feelings on both sides are more and more manifested. The lines of battle are daily becoming more
distinctly marked. Nevertheless Armageddon cannot yet be fought.

Gentile Times have still two yearsman. The Image of the Beast must yeteive life—power. It

must be transformed from a mere mechanism to a living force. Protestant Federation realizes that
its organization will continue to be futile unlesseateives vitalizabn—unless its clergy dictly

or indirectly shall be recognized as possessed of apostdiation and authority tteach. This,

the prophecy indiates, Wi come from the two-horned Beast, which we believe symbolically
represents the Church of England. High-handetlvities of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the suppression of human liberties, await this vivifying of the Image.
This may come soon, but Armageddon cannetede it, but must follow—perhaps a year after,
according to our view of the Prophetic Word.

Still another thing intervenes. Albugh the Jews are gradually flowing into Palestine, gradually
obtaining control of the land of Canaan, and although reports say that alreadgenin
millionaires are there, neverthelegspphecy requires an evidently larger number of wealthy
Hebrews to be there before
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the Armageddon crisis beeached.Indeed, we understand that “Jacob’s trouble” in the Holy
Land will come at the very close of Armaiglon. Then Messiah’s Kingdomiliwbegin to be
manifested. Thenceforth Israel in the Land of Promidlegradually risefrom the ashes of the

past to the grandeur of prophecy. Through its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah’s Kingdom,
all-powerful, but invisible, W begin to roll away the curse and to lift up mamdi and to give
beauty for ashes.

| can see His coming judgments, as they circle all the earth, The signs and groanings promised, to
precede a second birth; | read His righteous sentence, in the crumbling thrones of earth;

Our King is marching on.

The seventh trump is sounding, and our King knows neadeHe Wl sift out the hearts of men
before His judgment seat. Oh! be swift, my soul, to welcome Him; be jubilant, my feet;

Our King is marching on.
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“THE DAY OF VENGEANCE"

STUDY |

Prophetic Mention of it—The Time at Hand—Obiject of this Volume—General Observations.

“The day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.” “It is the day of the Lord’s vengeance,
and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion.” Isa. 63:4; 34:8.

HUS the Prophet Isaiah refers to that period which Daniel (12:1) describes as “a time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation”; of which Malachi (4:1) says, “Behold,
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stublel’; wherein the Apostle James I5) says the rich men shall weep and howl for
the miseries that shall come upon them; the day which Joel (2:2) describes as a day of clouds and
thick darkness; which Amos (5:20) says is “darkness and not light, even very dark and no
brightness in it”; and to which theokd refers (Mitt. 2421,22) as a time of “gat tribulaton,” so
ruinous in its character that, if it were not cut short, no flesh would survive its ravages.

That the dark and gloomy day thus described by the prophets is a day of judgment upon mankind
socially and nationally—a day of national recompenses—is clear from many scriptures. But
while noting these, let the reader
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bear in mind the difference between national judgment and individual judgment. While the nation
is composed of individuals, and individuals are largely responsible for the courses of nations, and
must and do suffer gatly in the calamities which befall them, nevertheless, the judgment of the
world as individuals will be distinct from its judgment as nations.

The day of individual judgment for the worldlMpe the Millennial age, as already sho#w Then,

under the favorable conditions of the New Covenant, and granted a clear knowledge of the truth,
and every possible assistance and incentive to righteousness, all men individually, and not
collectively as nations and other social organizatioiisbe/on trial, or judgmentor eternal life.

The judgment of nations, now instituted, is a judgment of men in their collective (religious and
civil) capacities. The civil institutions of the world have had a long lease of power; and now, as
the “Times of the Gentiles” come to a close, they must render upatteunts. And the Lord’s
judgment, expressed beforehand by the prophets, is that not one of itheenfeund worthy of

a renewal of that lease or a continuance of life. The decree is that the dominion shall be taken
from them, and that he whose right it is shall take the Kingdom, and the nations shall be given to
him for an inheritance. Ezek. 21:27; Dan. 7:27; Psa. 2:8; Rev. 2:26,27

Hear the word of the Lord to the nations assembled before him for judgment: “Come near, ye
nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people; let the earth hear, and all that is therein: the world, and
all things that come forth of it. For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury
upon all their armies.” “The Lord is...an everlasting King: at his wrath the earth shall tremble,

*Vol. I, Chapter 8.
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and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.” “A noise shall come, even to the ends
of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations...Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and @agwhirlwind [intense and complicated
trouble and commotion] shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. And the slain of the Lord
shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth.” “Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to the prey; foreteyrdination is to gather

the nations, that | may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my
fierce anger; for all the earth [the present social order] shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy; and then [afterward]ilikt turn unto the people a pure language; that they may all call
upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.” Isa. 34:1,2; Jer. 10:10; 25:31-33;
Zeph. 3:8,9; Luke 21:25

We have already shown* that the time is at hand, and that the events of the day of Jehovah are
even now crowding closely upon us. A few years more muse@éssity ripen the elements now
working in the diection of the predictedduble; andaccording to the sure word of prophecy,

the present generation will witness the terrible crisis and pass through the decisive conflict.

It is not our purpose, in timg attention to this subject, to@se a mere sensation, or to seek to
gratify idle curiosity. Nor can we hope to produce that penitence in the hearts of men which
would work a change in the present social, political and religious order of society, and thus avert
the impending calamity. The approaching trouble is inevitable: the powerful causes are all at
work, and no human power is able to arrest their operation and progress

*Vol. Il.
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toward the certain end: the effects must follow as the lforesaw and foretold. No hand but
the hand of God could stay the progress of the present current of events; and hidl nahdiov

so until the bitter experiences of th@ndlict shall have sealed their instruction upon the hearts of
men.

The main object of this volume is not, thiere, to enlighten the world, which can appreciate
only the logic of events and will have no other; bufot@warn, forearm, comfort, encourage and
strengthen “the household of faith,” so that they may not be dismayed, but may be in full
harmony and sympathy with even the severest measures of divine discipline in the chastening of
the world, seeing by faith the glorious outcome in the precious fruits of righteousness and
enduring peace.

The day of vengeance stands naturally related to the benevolent object of its divine permission,
which is the overthrow of the entire present order of things, preparatory to the permanent
establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth, under Christ, the Prince of Peace.

The Prophet Isaiah (63:1-6), taking his standpoint down at the end of the harvest of the Gospel
age, beholds a mighty Conqueror, glorious in his apparel (clothed with authority and power), and
riding forth victoriously over all his enemies, with whose blood all his garments are stained. He
inquires who the wonderful stranger is, saying, “Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, traveling in gangss of his
strength?”

Edom, it will be remembered, was the name given to Esau, thebtather of Jacob, after he
sold his birthright. (Gen. 25:30-34) The name was also subsequently applied both to the people
descended from him and to the country in which they settled. (See Gen. 25:30; 36:1;
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Num. 20:18,20,21; Jer. 49:17.) Consequently, the name Edom is an agtprepmbol of a class

who, in this age, havensilarly sold their birthright; and thatoo, for a consideration as trifling as

the mess of pottage which influenced Esau. The name is frequently so usedpbyptits in
reference to that great companypobfessed Christians which is sometimes called “the Christian
World,” and “Christendom”i(e., Christ's Kingdom), which names the thoughtful should readily
recognize as misnomers, betraying a great lackndérstanding of the true @l and character

of Christ’'s Kingdom, and also of the appointed time and manner of its establishment. They are
simply boastful appellations which misrepresent the truth. Is the world indeed yet Christian? or is
even that part of it that claims the name?—the nations of Europe and America? Hear the thunder
of cannon, the tread of marshalled hosts, the scream of bursting shells, the groans of the
oppressed and the merings of the angry nations with deafening emphasis answer, No! Do these
constitute Christ's Kingdom—a true Christendom? Who indedd take upon himself the
burden of proof of such a monstrous proposition? The fallacy of the boastful claim is so palpable
that any attempt gproof would so thoroughly dissolve the delusion that none who wish to
perpetuate it would presume to undertake it.

The fitness of the symbolic name “Edom” in its applicatiolCtoistendom is very marked. The
nations of so-called Christendom have had privileges above all the other nations, in that, to them,
as to the Israelites of the previous age, have been committed the oractes és@ result of

the enlightening influences of the Word of God, botledtly and indirectly, have come to these
nations all the blessings of civilization; and the presence in their midst of a few saints (a “little
flock™), developed under
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its influence, has been as “the salt of the earth,” preserving it to some extenttieormaral
corruption. And these, by their godly examples, and by their energy in holding forth the Word of
life, have been “the light of the world,” showing men the way back to God and righteousness.
But only a few in all these favored nations have made proper use of their advantages, which have
come to them as an inheritance by reason of their birth in the lands so blessed with the influences
of the Word of God, direct and indirect.

Like Esau, the masses of Christendom have sold their birthright of special and peculiar
advantage. By the masses, we mean not only the agnostic portion of it, but alsatheagority

of worldly professors of the religion of Christ, who are Christians only in name, but who lack the
life of Christ in them. These have preferred the mean morsels of present earthly advantage to all
the blessings of communion and fellowship with God and Christ, and to the glorious inheritance
with Christ promised to those who faithfully follow in his footsteps of sacrifice. These, though
they arenominallyGod’s people—the nominal spiritual Israel of the Gospel age, of which “Israel
after the flesh” in the Jewish age was a type—really have little or no rdepdice promises of

God. These, although they are indeed a mighty host, bearing the name of Christ, and posing
before the world as the Church of Christ; although they have built @@t grganizations
representing various schisms in the professed body of Christ; although they hteue maissive
volumes ofun-"systematic theology,” and founded numerous colleges and seminaries for the
teaching of these; and ladtugh they have done “many wonderful works” in the name of Christ,
which were often, nevertheless, contrary to the teachings of tnid;\WWhese constitute the Edom

class who have sold their
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birthright. The class includes almost all “Christendom”—all reared in the so-called Christian
lands, who have not availed themselves of the privileges and blessings of the gospel of Christ and
conformed their lives thereto. The remainder are the few justified, catsdcand faitful
individuals who are joined to Christ by a living faith, and who, as “branches,” abide in Christ, the
True Vine. These constitute the true Israel of God—Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile.

The symbolic Edom of Isaiah’s prophecy corresponds to the symbolic Babylon of Revelation,
and of the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Thus the Lordatkesignd describes

that great system to which men ascribe the misleading nahrestendom—Christ’s Kingdom.

As all of the land of Edom symbolizes all of “Christendom,” so its capital city, Bozrah,
represented Ecclesiasticism, the chief citad€lfwistendom. The prophet represents the Lord as

a victorious warrior who makes a great slaughter in Edom, and specially in Bozrah. The name
Bozrah signifies “sheepfold.” Bozrah is even yet noted for its goats, and the slaughter of this day
of vengeance is said to be of the “lambs and goats.” (Isa. 34:6) The goats would correspond to
the “tares,” while the lambs would represent the tribulation saints (Rev. 7:14; 1 Cor. 3:1) who
neglected to use thapportunities granted them, and did not so run as to obtain the prize of their
high calling; and who thefere, although not regted of the brd, were notccounted worthy to
escape the trouble as matured “sheep”—called, chosen and faithful.

The reply to the Prophet’s inquiry—"Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments
from Bozrah?” is, “I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” It is the same mighty one
described by the Revelator (Rev. 19:11-16), the “King of kings and Lord of lords,”
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Jehovah’s Anointed, our blessed Redeemer and Lord Jesus.

For our information the Prophet inquires further, saying, “Wherefore art thou red in thine
apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winepress?” Hear the reply: “l have
trodden the winepress alone; and of the nations there was none with me: and | trod them down
in mine anger, and | trampled on them in my fury; and their blood was sprinkled on my garments,
and all my raiment have | stained; for the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my
redeemed was come. And | looked, and there was no one to help, and | was astonished; and there
was no one to support; and then my own arm [power] aided me; and my fury, this it was that
upheld me. And | stamped down nations in my anger,...brought down to the earth their victorious
strength.” And the Revelator adds, “He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God.” Rev. 19:15

The treading of the winepress is the last feature of harvest work. The reaping and gathering is all
done first. So this treading of the winepress of the wrath of God into which “the vine of the
earth’ (the false vine which has misappraded the nam€hristian and Christ’'s Kingdom) is

cast when its iniquitous clusters are fully ripe (Rev. 14:18-20), represents the last work of this
eventful “harvest” period.* It pictures to our minds the l&sttéires of the great time abtible

which shall involve all nations, and of which we are so abundantly forewarned in the Scriptures.

The fact that the King of kings is represented as treading the winepiters’‘indicates that the
power exerted for the overthrow of the nationdl e divine power, and not mere human
energy. It will be ®d’s power that vil punish the nations, and thatliveventually “bringforth
judgment [justice, righteousness, truth] unto victory.”

*Vol. lll, Chapter 6.
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“He shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with teathrof his lips [thdéorce and

spirit of his truth] shall he slay the wicked.” (Isa. 11:4; Rev. 19:15; Psa. 98:1) To no human
generalship can the honors of the coming victory for truth and righteousness be ascribed. Wild
will be the onflict of the angry nations, and world-wide will be thegtkefield and the distress of
nations; and no human Alexander, Caesar or Napoleon withloed to bring order out of the
dreadful confusion. But in the end itlvbe known that the grand victory of justice and truth, and

the punishment of iniquity with its just deserts, was brought about by the mighty power of the
King of kings and Lord of lords.

All of these things are to be accomplished in the closing days of the Gospel age, because, as the
Lord dates hrough the Prophet (Isa. 63:4; 34:8), “The year of my redeemed is come,” and “it is
the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion.” All
through the Gospel age the Lord has taken cognizance of the controversy, the strife and
contention, in nominal Zion. He has observed how his faithful saints have had to contend for
truth and righteousness, and even to suffer persecution for righteousness’ sake at the hands of
those who opposed them in the name of the Lord; and for wise purposes the Lord has hitherto
refrained from interfering; but now the day of recompenses has come, and the Lord hath a
controversy with them, as it is wen, “For the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of

the land, lBcause there is no truthor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing

and lying and kiling andtealing and committing adultery they break out, and blood toucheth
blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish.” (Hos.
4:1-3) This prophecy, so true in its fulfilment
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upon fleshly Israel, is doubly so in its fuller application to nominal spiritual Israel—Christendom.

“A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy with the
nations: he will plead with all flesh: he will give them that are wicked to tleedsvgaith the
Lord.” “Hear ye now what the Lord saith,

...Hear ye, O mountains [kingdoms], the Lord’s controversy, and ye [hitherto] strong foundations
of the earth [society]; for the Lord hath a controversy with his [professed] people,” ifigvey

those that are wicked to the sword,” Jer. 25:31; Micah 6:1,2

Hear again the Prophet Isaiah concerning this controversy: “Come near, ye nations, to hear; and
harken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein: the world, and all things that come
forth of it [all the selfish and evil things that come of the spirit of the world]; for the indignation

of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath [taking the future
standpoint] tterly destoyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter;....and their land shall
be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the Lord’s
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion.” Isa. 34:1,2,7,8

Thus the Lord Wl smite the nations and cause thenmktow his power, and heilwdeliver his

faithful people who go not with the multitudes in the way of evil, but who wholly follow the Lord
their God in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. And even this terrible judgment
upon the world, as nations, thus dashing themeogs as a potter’s vesselll orove a valuable
lesson to them when they come forth to an individual judgment under itleariial reign of

Christ. Thus, in his wrath, the Lord will remember mercy.
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STUDY I

“THE DOOM OF BABYLON™—"CHRISTENDOM”
“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN”

Babylon—Christendom—The City—The Empire—The Mother—The Daughters—Babylon’s Doom—Its Dread
Significance.

ke HE Doom of Babylon which Isaiah...saw. Lift ye up a standard upon the high mountain, raise high your voice
unto them, motion with the hand that they may enter into the gates of the princes.

“I have commanded my sanctified, | have also called my mighty ones for my anger; even them that rejoice in my
highness.

“They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy
the whole land.

“There is a noise of tumult on the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations
gathered together; the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

“Walil ye; for the Day of Jehovah is at hand: it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore, all hands
shall become weak, and every mortal’s heart shall melt: and they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold
of them; they shall have throes, as a woman that travaileth: they shall wonder every man at his neighbor; red like
flames shall their faces glow.

“Behold, the Day of Jehovah cometh, direful with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall destroy
the sinners thereof out of it.

“For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going
forth, and the moon shall not shed abroad her light.

“And | will visit on the world its evil, and on the wicked their
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iniquity; and | will cause the arrogancy of the prouddase, and the bghtiness of tyrants M | humble. | will make

a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. Therefore | will shake the heavens,
and the earth shall be removed out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, in the day of his fierce anger.” Isa.
13:1-13. Compare Rev. 16:14; Heb. 12:26-29.

“Judgment also will | lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.” Isa. 28:17

The various prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and the Apocalypse concerning Babylon are
all in full accord, and manifestly refer to the sameagcity. And since theggophecies had but

a very limited fulfimentupon the ancient, literal city, and those of the Apocalypse wettemri
centuries after the literal Babylon was laid in ruins, it is clear thasgbeialreference of all the
prophets is to something of which the ancient literal Babylon wakuatmation. It is clear also

that, in so far as the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah concerning its downfall were
accomplishedupon the literal city, it bcame in its downfall, as well as in its character, an
illustration of the geat city to which the Revelator points in the symbolic language of the
Apocalypse (Chapters 17 and 18), and to which chiefly the other prophets refer.

As already intimated, what today is known as Christendom is the antitype of ancient Babylon;
and therefore the solemn warnings and predictions of the prophets against Babylon—
Christendom—are aiters of deepest concern to the present georratVould that men were

wise enough to consider them! Though various other symbolic names, such as Edom, Ephraim,
Ariel, etc., are in the Scriptures applied to Christendom, this term, “Babylon,” is the one most
frequently used, and its significano®nfusion is remarkably appromie. The Apostle Paul also
points out a nominal, spiritual Israel in contradistinction
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to a nominal fleshly Israel (See 1 Cor. 10:18; Gal. 6:16; Rom. 9:8); and likewise there is a
nominal spiritual Zion, and a nominal fleshly Zion. (See Isa. 33:14; Amos 6:1.) But let us examine
some of the wonderful correspondencies of Christendom to Babylon, its type, including the direct
testimony of the Word of God on the set Then we W note the presentttitude of
Christendom, and the present indications of her foretold doom.

The Revelator intimated that it would not be difficult to discover this great mystical city, because
her name is imer foreheadthat is, she is prominently marked, so that we cannot fail to see her
unless we shut our eyes and refuse to look—"Apdn her foreheadvas a name written,
Mystery, Babylon the @&at, the Mother of Harlots and abominations of the earth.” (Rev. 17:5)
But before looking for this Mystical Babylon, let us first observe the typical Babylon, and then,
with its prominent features in mind, look for the antitype.

The name Babylon was applied, not only to the capital city of the Babylonian empire, but also to
the empire itself. Babylon, the capital, was the most magnificent, and probably the largest, city of
the ancient world. It was built in the form of a square on both sides of thedtegphiver; and,

for pratection against invaders, it wasrsounded by a deep moalteld with water and inclosed
within a vast system of double walls, from thirty-two to eighty-figetfthick, androm seventy-

five to three hundrecett high. On the samit were low towers, said to have been twmdred

and fifty in number, placed along the outer and inner edges of the wall, tower facing tower; and
in these walls were a hundred brazexteg, twent-five on each side, @rresponding to the
number of streets which intersected each other at right angles. The citydermed with
splendid palaces and temples and the spoils of conquest.
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Nebuchadnezzar was the great monarch of the Babylonian empire, whose long reign covered
nearly half the period of its existence, and to him its grandeur and mili@amy \gere chiefly

due. The city was noted for its wealth and magnificence, which brought a corresponding moral
degradation, the sure precursor of its decline and fall. It was wholly given to idolatry, and was
full of iniquity. The people were worshipers of Baal, to whom they offered human sacrifices. The
deep degradation of their idolatry may be understood from God’s reproof of the Israelites when
they became corrupted by contact with them. See Jer. 7:9; 19:5.

The name originated with tHeustrating of the plan for the gat tower, called Babel gafusion),
because there Goarfounded human sgch; but the native etymology made the name Babil,
which, instead of being peoachful, and a reminder of the Lord’s displeasure, signified to them—
"the gate of God.”

The city of Babylon attained a position pfominence and affluence as a capital of the great
Babylonian empire, and was called “the golden city,” “the glory of kingdoms, and the beauty of
Chaldees’ excellency.” Isa. 13:19; 14:4

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded in the dominion by his grandson Belsinadearyhose reign

came the collapse which pride, fullness of bread and abundance of idleness always insure and
hasten. While the people, all unconscious of impending danger, following the example of their
king, were abandoning themselves to demoralizing excesses, the Persian army, under Cyrus,
stealthily crept inhrough the channel of the Euphkes(from which they had turned aside the
water), massacred the revelers, and captured the city. Thus witedftitfe prophecy of that
strange handwriting on the wall-Mene, Mene, Tekel, gharsif—which Daniel had
interpreted only a few hours before to mean—*God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it.
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Thou art weighed in the balance and art found wanting. Thy kingdom is divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.” And so complete was the destruction of that great city that even its site
was forgotten and was for a long time uncertain.

Such was the typical city; and, like aegt millstone cast into the sea, it wasnken centuries

ago, never again to rise; even the memory of it has become a reproach and a byword. Now let us
look for its antitype, first observing that the Scriptures clearly point it out, and then noting the
aptness of the symbolism.

In symbolic prophecy a “city” signifies a religious government backed by power and influence.
Thus, for instance, the “holy city, the new Jerusalem,” is the symbol used to represent the
established Kingdom of God, the overcomers of the Gospel Church exalted and reigning in glory.
The Church is also, and in the same @mton, represented as a woman, “the bride, the Lamb’s
wife,” in power and glory, and backed by the power and authority of Christ, her husband. “And
there came unto me one of the seven angels... saying, Comelhitiieshow thee the bridethe

Lamb’s wife. And he.showed me that great city, the holy JerusaldRev. 21:9,10

This same method of integtation applies to mystical Baloyl, the geat ecclesiastical kingdom,

“that great city” (Rev. 12-6), which is described as a harlot, a fallen woman (antateos
church—for the true Church is a virgin), exalted to power and dominion, and backed, to a
considerable degree, by the kings of the earth, the civil powers, which are all more or less
intoxicated with her spirit and doctrine. The apostdterch lost her virgin purity. Inead of
waiting, as an espoused and chaste virgin, fort&i@ah with the heavenly Bridegom, she
associated herself with the kings of the earth and prostituted her virgin
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purity—both of doctrine and chacter—to suit the world’s ideas; and inuet she eceived, and

now to some extent exercises, a present dominion, in large measure by their supgporandir
indirect. Thisunfaithfulness to the Lord, whose name she claims, and to her high privilege to be
the “chaste virgin” espoused to Christ, is thezasion of the symbolic appellat, “harlot,”

while her influence as a sacerdotal empire, full of inconsistency and confusion, is symbolically
represented under the name Babylon, which, in its widest sense, as symbolized by the Babylonian
empire, we promptly recognize to be Christendom; while in its more atestrisense, as
symbolized by the ancient city Babylon, we recognize to badh@&nal Christian Church.

The fact thatChristendom does naiccept the Bible term “Balbyh,” and its significance,
confusion, as applicable to her, is no proof that it is not so. Neither did ancient Babylon claim the
Bible significance—confusion. Ancient Babylon presumed to be the vaig ‘@f God”; but God
labeled it Confusion (Gen. 11:9); and so it is with her antitype today. She calls herself
Christendom, the gateway to God and everlasting life, while God calls her Babylon—confusion.
It has been very generally and very properly claimed by Protestants that the name “Babylon”
and the prophetic description are applicable to Papacy, theegimtty a more copromising
disposition is less inclined so to apply it. On the contrary, every effort is now made on the part of
the sects of Protestantism to ciinte andimitate theChurch of Rome, and to difte and
coopeate with her. In so doing they become part and parcel with her, while they justify her
course andilf up the measure of her iniquities, just as surely as did the scribes and Pharisees fill
up the measure of their fathers who killed givephets. (Mtt. 2331,32) All this, of course,
neither Protestants nor
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Papists are ready to admit, because in so doing they woulthbleraning themselves. And this

fact is recognized by the Revedatwho shows that all who would get a true view of Babylon
must, in spirit, take their position with the true people of God “in the wilderness”—in the
condition of separation from the world and worldly ideas and mere forms of godliness, and in the
condition of entire consecration and faithfulness to and dependence upon God alone. “So he
carried me away in the spiiitto the wildernessand | saw a woman, ...Babylon. Rev. 17:1-5

And since the kingdoms of the civilized world have sutedito be largely dominated by the
influence of the great ecclesiastical systems, especially Papacy, acceptinghem the
appellation “Christian nations” and “Christendom,” aatepting on their alority the doctrine

of the divine right of kings, etc., they also link themselves in with great Bapbghd become

part of it, so that, as in the type, the name Babylon applied, not only to the city, but also to the
whole empire, here also the symbolic term “Babylon” applies, not only to the great religious
organizations, Papal and Protestant, but also, in its widest sense, to all Christendom.

Hence this day of judgment upon mystic Babylon is the day of judgment upon all the nations of
Christendom; its calamitiesiWwinvolve the entire structure—civil, social and religious; and
individuals will be afécted by it to the extent of their interest in, and dependapoe, its
various organizations and arrangements.

The nations beyond Christendonilalso feel the weight of the heavy hand of recompense in
that they also are to some extent bound in with the nations of Christendom by various interests,
commercial and others; and justly, too, in that they also have failed to @perebiat light they

have seen, and have loved darkness rather than legdaube their deeds were evil. Thus, as the
Prophet declared, “All



28
The Day of Vengeance.

the earth [society] shall be devoured with the fire of God’s jealousy” (Zeph. 3:8); but against
Babylon, Christendom,dzause of her greater pemsiblity and misuse of faors received, will

burn the fierceness of his wrath and indignation. (Jer. 51:49) “At the noise of the taking of
Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations.” Jer. 50:46

BABYLON—MOTHER AND DAUGHTERS

But some sincere Christians, not yet awake to the decline of Protestantism, and who do not
realize the relationship of the various sects to Papacy, but who perceivartds and the
doctrinal upheavals in all the religious systems, may still be anxiousiyiring—"If all
Christendom is to be involved in the doom of Babylon, whiitb@come of Protestantism, the
result of The Great Rermation?” This is an important question; but let the reader consider that
Protestantism, as it exists today, is not the result of the GréartnfReion, but of its decline; and

it now partakes to a large degree of the disposition and character ©htineh of Rome, from

which its various branches sprang. The various Protestant sects (and we say it with all due
deference to aomparativelyfew devout souls within them, whom the Lord desigis as
“wheat” in contradistinction to the overwhelming numbers t#res) are the true daughters of

that degenerate system of nomir@tristianity, the Papacy, to which the Revelator makes
reference in applying to her the name “Mother of harlots.” (Rev. 17:5) And let it not pass
unobserved that both Romanists and Protestants now freely own the relationship of mother and
daughters, the former continually styling herself the Holy Mother Church, anchttee, \with
pleased complacency, endorsing the idea, as shown by many public
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utterances of leading Protestant clergymen and laymen. Thus thay ‘igl their shame,”
apparently all unmindful of the brand which they tlacceptfrom the Word of God, which
designates the Papacy, as “the mother of harlots.” Nor does the Papacynimgdieroffice of
motherhood, ever seem to have questioned her right to that title, or to have considered its
incompatibility with herprofession sl to be the only true leurch, which the Scriptures designate

a “virgin” espoused to Christ. Her acknowledged claims of motherhood are to the everlasting
shame of both herself and her offspring. The true Church, which God recognizes, but which the
world knows not, is still a virgin; anftom her pure and holy &ge no daughter systems have
ever sprung. She isilst chaste virgin, true t&hrist, and dear to him as the apple of his eye.
(Zech. 2:8; Psa. 17:6,8) The true Church cannot be pointed out anyaghareompanyrom

which all the tares have been separated, but it consists only of the true “wheat,” and all such are
known unto God, whether the world recognizes them or not.

But let us see how the Protestant systems sustain this relationship of daughters to Papacy. Since
Papacy, the mother, is not a single individual, but a great religious system, in keeping with the
symbol we should exgzt to see other religious systems answering tdltisération of daughters

of similar chaacte—not, of course, so old, norepessarily so depraved, as Papacy—but
nevertheless, “harlots” in the same sense, religious systems claiming to be either the
espoused virgin or the bride of Christ, and yet courting the favoremaiving the gpport of the

world, at the price of disloyalty to Christ.

To this description the various Protestant organizations fully correspond. They are the great
daughter systems.

As already pointed out* the birth of these various daughter

*Vol. lll, p. 112.
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systems came in connection withfaens from the corruptions of the mother Church. The
daughter systems parted from the mother under circumstances of travail, and were born virgins.
However, they contained more than true reformers; they contained manyilisedsthe spirit

of the mother, and they inherited many of her false doctrines and theories; and it was not long
until they fell into many of her bad practices gmved their chacters true to therophetic
stigma—"harlots.”

But let it not be forgtien that while the variousf@mation movements did valuable work in the
“cleansing of the sanctuary,” yet only the temple class, the sanctuary class, has ever been the
true Church, in God’s reckoning. Theegt human systems calletiucches, have never been
more thannominally the Church. They all belong to a false system which counterfeits,
misrepresents and hides from the world the true Church, which is composed only of fully
consecrated and faiul believers, who trust in the merit of the oneagrsacrificfor sins. These

are to be foundcaittered here and there within and outside of these human systems, yet always
separatefrom their worldly spirit. They are the “vdat” class ofour Lord’s parable, clearly
distinguished by him from the “tares.” Not comprehending the reahcterof these systems, as
individuals they have humbly walked with God, taking his Word as their counselor and his spirit
as their guide. Nor have they ever been at ease in nominal Zion, where they have often painfully
observed that the spirit of the world, operating through the unrecognized “tare” element,
endangered spiritual prosperity. They are the blessed mourners in Zion, to whom God hath
appointed “beauty for ashes, and the oil of joy for mourningdt{M6:4; Isa. 61:3) It is only in

this “harvest” time that the separation of this class from the “tare” element is due; for it was the
Lord’s
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purpose to “let both grow together until the harvest [the time in which we are now livingft’ M
13:30

Hence it is that this class is now being awakened to a realization of the real character of these
condemned systems. As previously shown,* the various reform movements, ategrégithe
prophet (Dan. 11:32-35), were “overcome buwttiries:” each one, after accomplishing a
measure of cleansing, stopped short; and, so far as they fouradtticable, theymitated the
example of the Church of Rome in courting aedeiving the faor of the world at the expense

of their virtue—their fidelity to Christ, the true Head of the Church. Churchtamel @gain made
common cause, in a measure united their worldly interests, at the expense of the real, the
spiritual, interests of the church; and progress and reform in the church were again at i. standst
Indeed, a retrograde movement set in, so that today many of them are much farther from the
proper standard, both of faith and practice, than in the days of their founders.

Some of the reformed churches were even @ddito share in abority and power with earthly

rulers; as, for instance, the Church of England, and the Lutheran Church in Germany. And those
who have not succeeded to that extent have (as in thistry, for instance) made many
compromising overtures to the world for smaller favors. It is also true that while the world
powers have advanced the worldly ambitions of the unfaithful church, the church has also freely
admitted the world to her communion and fellowship; and so freely, that the baptized worldlings
now form the large majority of her membershifinfy nearly every inportant position, and thus
dominating her.

This was the disposition which degraded the church in the beginning of the age, which brought
about the great

*Vol. lll, Chapter 4.
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falling away (2 Thess. 2:3,7-10), and which gradually, but rapidly, developed the Papal system.

This loose character, early assumed by the variolmsmmemovements, and which gradually
developed sectarian organizations, continues to the present day; and the more these organizations
grow in wealth, numbers and influence the further they fall from Christian virtue and develop the
arrogance of their mother. A few earnest Christians in the varexis sbserve this to some
extent, and with shame and sorrow confess and lament it. They see that every possible effort is
made by the various sectarian organizations to please the world amatt@scfavor and secure

its patronage. Elegant and costly church edifices, lofty spiré@sinthbells, grand organs, fine
furnishments, artistic choirs, polished orators, fairs, festivals, concerts, plégsjeto and
guestionable amusements and pastimes are all arranged with a view to securing the world’s
approval and support. The grand and wholesome doctrines of Christ are thrust to the background,
while false doctrines and sensational topics take their place in the pulpit, the trottréslignd
forgotten, and the spirit of it lost. In these particulars how truly the daughters resemble the
mother organization!

As one among numerous evidences of the freedom and even pride with which this relationship of
the Protestant sects to Papacy is owned, we give the following sentiments of a Presbyterian
clergyman, quoted from one of his sermons as published by the daily press. The gentleman said:

“Wince as you Wi, you must admit that this (the Catholic Church) is Maher Church She
possesses an unbroken history extending back to the time of the apostles. [Yes, that is where the
apostasy began. 2 Thess. 2.8} every fragment of religious truth which we prize, we are
indebted to her as the depositoly she has no claims to being the true Church, then are we
bastards and not sons
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“Talk about missionaries to labor amongst Romanists! | would as soon think of sending
missionaries amongst Methodists and Episcopalians and United Presbyterians and Lutherans for
the purpose of converting them into Presbyterians.”

Yes, nearly all the doctrinal errors so tenaciously held by Protestants were brought with them
from Rome, though beyond the gross errors of Papacy, such as the sacrifice of the mass, the
worship of saints, of the virgin Mary and of images, the auricular confession, the granting of
indulgencesetc., considerable progress was maded&gh of the ferm movements. But alas!
Protestants of today are not only willing, but anxious, to make almost arpraoise to secure

the favor and assistance of the old “mother” from whose tyranny idaidy their fathers fled

three centuries ago. Even those principles of truth which at first formed the ground of protest are
being gradually forgiben or openly rpudiated. The very foundation doctrine of “justdtion by

faith” in the “continual sacrifice” is rapidly giving way to the old Papal dogma of justification by
works and by the sacrilegious sacrifice of the mass.* And numbers both in pulpits and in pews
now openly declare that they have no faith in the efficacy of the preciood bf Christ as the
ransom-price for sinners.

The claims of apostolic succession and clerical authority are almost as presumptuously set forth
by some of the Protestant clergy as by the Papal priesthood. And the right of individual private
judgment—the very fundamental principle of the protest against Papacy, which led to the Great
Reformation—is now almost as strenuously opposed by Protestants as by Papists. Yet
Protestants are fully aware that it was in the exercise of the right of private judgment that the
Reformation was begun and for a short time carried

* The latter, the mass, amongst Episcopalians—"High Church"—in Great Britain and the United States.
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forward, althoughdter a presumpbus domination of recognized leadestarded the wheels of
progress, and has, ever since, kept them strictly within the traditional lines and put a ban upon all
who fearlessly step beyond them.

Thus viewed, Protestantism is no longer a protest against the mother church, as at first. As a
writer for the pressecently remarked—"Thésm is still with us, but what has become of the
protes?” Protestants seem to have fdtgo—for they truly ignore—the very grounds of the
original protest, and, as systems, they are fast drifting back toward the open arms of the “Holy (?)
Mother Church,” where they are freely invited and assured of a cordial reception.

“Let us hold out toyou our hand a#ctionately” (says Pope Leo to Protestants in his noted*
Encyclical addressed “To The Princes and Peoples of the Earth”), “and invite you to the unity
which never failed the Catholic church, and which never can fail. Long has our common mother
called you to her breast; long have all the Catholics of the Universe awaited you with the anxiety
of brotherly love....Our heart, more even than our voice, calls to you, dear brethren, who for
three centuries past have been at issue with us in the Christian faith.”

Again, in his Encyclical to the Roman church in America, +Pope Leo says, “Our thoughts now
turn to those who dissent from us iratters ofChristian faith...How solicitous we are of their
salvation; with what ardor of soul we wish that they should be at length restored to the embrace
of the Church, the common mother of all'...Surely we ought not to leave them to their fancies,
but with mildness and charity draw them over, using every means of persuasion to induce them to
examine closely every part of the Catholic doctrine and to free themselves from preconceived
notions.”

*1894. +1895.
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And in his “Apostolic Letter to the English Peopl895) he gives tterance to the following
prayer, “O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most gentle Queen and Mother, look
down in mercy upon England... O sorrowful Mother, intercede for our auhbrethren, that

with us in the one true fold they may be united to the Supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son"—
i.e., himself, the Pope.

In furtherance of this same plan, “Missions for Protestants” have been started under the charge
of what are known as the “Paulist Fathers.” Thesetings have been and are being held in the
large cities. They are conclied along lines of coiliation and explanation; written questions

from Protestants are requested and answered publicly; aots for Protestants are freely
distributed. Protestants are practically conceding the Romishgmpsitid really have no answer

to make; and any one who can and does answer, and refers to faatsuiscéel as a disturber

by both Protestants and Catholics.

Every intelligent person can see how easily Protestantism is being ensnared hynivig c
craftiness, and how perceptibly the popular current is set toward the Church of Rome, which is
changed indeed in voice and power, but unchanged in heart, and still justifyilrgtingtion

and other of her methods of the dark ages biynalg herright, as ruler of earth, to punish
heretics as she pleases.

It is clear, therefore, that while many faithful souls, ignorant of the tatd sf the case, have
reverently and devoutly worshiped God within these Babylon systems, nevertheless, this does not
alter the fact that they are, one and all, “haritstemsConfusion reigns in them all; and the
name Babylon aptly fits the entire family—mother, daughters and accomplices, the nations styled
Christendom. Rev. 18:7; 17:2-6,18
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Let it be borne in mind, then, that in theegtt politico-ecclesiastical systems which men call
Christendom, but which God calls Babylon, we have not only the foundation but also the
superstructure and the crowning pinnacle, of the present social order. This is implied in the
generally accepted terr@hristendom, which ofate is applied, not only to those nations which
support Christianexts by legislation and taxati, but also to all nations which show tolerance to
Christianity without in any definite manner favoring or supporting it; as, for instance, these
United States.

The doctrine of “the divine right of kings,” taught or supported by almost ety & the
foundation of the old civil system, and has long given authority, dignity anditgtad the
kingdoms of Europe; and the doctrine of the divine appointment and authority of the clergy has
hindered God’s children from progressing in divine things and bound them by the chains of
superstition and ignorance to the veneration and adoratioflibleféellow-beings, and to their
doctrines, traditions and interpretations ad® Word. It is this entire order of things that is to

fall and pass away in the battle of this great day—etler of things which for centuries has held

the people docile under the ruling powers, civil, social and religious. All this has been by God’s
permission(not by his appointment and approval, as they claim). But though an evil in itself, it
has served a goodemporary purpose in preventing anarchy, whichinsmeasurably worse,
because men were not prepared to do béttethemselves, andelcause the timéor Christ’s
Millennial Kingdom had not yet come. Hence God p#edi the various delusions to gain
credence in order to hold men in check until “Theme of the End"—the end of “The Times of

the Gentiles.”
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BABYLON'S DOOM

Upon the prophetic page we may clearly read the doom of Babylon, Christendom; and it is none
the less clearly expressed in the signs of the times. That her destruititios sudden, violent

and complete is thusrcibly gated: “And a mighty angebbk up a stone like a gatmillstone,

and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus, with violence, shall that great city Babylonoba t

down, and shall be found no more at all.” (Rev. 18:8,21; Jer. 51:63,64,42,24-26) And yet that it
was to undergo a gradual consuming process is shown by Daniel (7:26)—"But the judgment shall
sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.” The Papal
dominion (and much of the abject reverence of the peége=cclesiasticism in general), as
already shown,* was broken down at the beginning ofTihee of the Bbd—1799; and, though

the subsequent process of consumption has been slow, and there have been occasional signs of
apparent recovery, which never seemed maoagtefing than at present, the assurance of
Papacy’s final destruction is positive, and its death-struggle will be violent. First, however, she
must attain more of her old-time prestige, whidh e shared with aanfedeated association of

her daughters. Together they will be lifted up, that together they may be violently thrown down.

That the punishment of BabylonilMbe great is assured. It is writtgsrophetically that, “Great
Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness
of his wrath.” “And he hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.” “Her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her, even as she
rewarded you,

*Vol. 1ll, p.40.



38
The Day of Vengeance.

and double unto her doubdecording to her works. In the cup which she hdigdf fill to her
double. How much she hath glorified herself and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow
give her; for she saith in her heart, ‘I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.”
(Rev. 16:19; 19:2; 18:5-7) While the broadest agapion of this language is, ofourse, to
Papacy, it also involves all who are in any degree in confederation or sympathy with her. All
such will be sharers in her plagues. (Rev. 18:4h@lgh the kings of the earth havatéd the

harlot and cast her off (Rev. 17:16)ill ghe says, “l sit a queen, and am no widovgidly

boasts of her right to rule the nations, and claims that her former power will soon be regained.

Of her boastings and threats the following from a Catholic journal of recent date is a fair sample:

“The Papacy will regain its tgmoral sovereignty, dcause it is useful andvenient to the
Church. It gives the head executive of the church a fuller liberty and a fuller sway. The Pope can
be no king's subject long. It is not in keeping with the divfiice to be so. It cramps him and
narrows his influence for good. Europe has acknowledged this influence,ilabé forced to

bow to it in greater times of need than this. Sogieavals, and the red hand of anarchy, will

yet crown Leo or his successor with the reality of power which the third circle symbolizes, and
which was once recognized universally.”

Yes, as the day of trouble draws ecclesiasticism W endeavor to use its power and influence
more and more to secure its own political welfare, by its control of the turbulent elements of
society; but in the crisis of the near future the lawless element pulinsall conservative
influence and break over all restraints, the red hand of Anarchy will do itdfdreeork, and
Babylon, Christendom, social, political and ecclesiastical, shall fall.
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“Therefore,” says the inspired writer-e., because she iWwviolently struggle for life and
power—"shall her plagues comeone day{suddenly], @ath and murning and famine, and she
shall be utterlyburned with fire [symbolic fire—destructive calamities], for strong is the Lord
God who judgeth her.” Rev. 18:8

“Thus saith the Lord, Behold lilvraise up against Babgh, and against them that dwell in the
midst of them that rise up against me [all in sympathy with Babylon], a destroying wind; and |
will send into Babydn, fanners that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of
trouble they shall be against her round about...Destroy ye utterly all her host.” Jer. 51:1-3

“And | will render unto Babylon [to the Papacy spegigland to all the inhabitants of Chaldea

[or Babylonia—Christendom—to all the nations of the so-called Christian world] all their evil
that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the Lord.” (Jer. 51:24) As we call to mind the long
train of evils by which Babylon has oppressed and worn out the saints of the most High (the true
Zion), and how it is wtten that God Wl avenge his own ekt, and that speedily; that, acding

to their deeds, he will repay recompense to his enemies; that he will render unto Babylon a
recompense (Luke 18:7,8; Isa. 59:18; Jer. 51:6), we begin to realize that some fearful calamity
awaits her. The horrible decrees of Papacy—the reproach and reward of which Protestantism
also is incurring by her present compromising association with her—for the burning, butchering,
banishing, imprisoning and torturing of the saints in every conceivable way, executed with such
fiendish cruelty in the days of her power by the arm of the State, whose power she demanded and
received, await the full measure of just retributifor; she is to @ceive ‘double for all her sins.”

And the nations (of Christendom) which
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have participated in her crimes and guilt must drink with her to the dregs that bitter cup.

“And | will punish Bel in Babylon [the god of Babylon—the Pope]; andllbring forth out of

his mouth that which he hath swallowed up [He shall repadin his extremity the “great
swelling words” and blasphemous titles which he has long apptegtito himself—that he is the
infallible vicar, “vice-gerent ofChrist,” “another God on earthgtc.], and the nations shall not
flow together any more unto him. Yea, the wall of Babylon [the civil power that once defended
it, and that in a measure does so still] shall.falus saith the Lord of hosts: the broad walls of
Babylon shall be utterligroken, and her highates shall béurned with fire [shall be destroyed];

and the people shall labor in vain, and the folk in the fire [to prop and save the walls of Babylon],
and they shall be weary.” (Jer. 51:44,58) This shows the blindness of the people, and the hold
Babylon has on them, that they willblar to uphold her against her own best interests; but
notwithstanding her desperate strudglelife and to conserve her prestige and influence, like a
greatmillstone cast into the sea, Babylon shall go down, never again to fiasestfong is the

Lord God that judgeth her.” Only thenilvthe people realize their enderful deliverance, and

that her overthrow was by the hand of God. Rev. 19:1,2

Such is the doom of Babylon, Christendom, which Isaiah and other prophets foresaw and
foretold. And it is in view of the fact that within hieorders are many of his own dear people that

the Lord, through his prophet (Isa. 13:1,2), commands his sanctified ones, saying, “Lift ye up a
standard [the standard of the blessed gospel of truth, divested of the traditional errors that have
long beclouded it] upon the high mountain [among those who constitute
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the true embryo Kingdom of God]; raise high your voice unto them [earnestly and widely
proclaim this truth unto the bewildered sheep of the Lord’s flock who drensBabylon];

motion with the hand [let them see the power of the truth exemplified, as well as hear its
proclamation], that they [theiling and obedient, the true sheep] may go into thieg of the
nobles [that they may realize the blessings of the truly coaigetiand heirs of the heavenly
Kingdom].”

So the warning voice goes forth to “him that hath an ear to hear.” We are in the time of the last
or Laodicean stage of the great nominal gospetah of wieat and tares. (Rev.13-22) She is
upbraided for her lukewarmness, pride, spiritual poverty, blindness and nakedness, and counseled
to forsake quickly her evil ways before it is t@td. But the brd knew that only a few would
hearken to the warning and call; and so the promise of reward is given, not to the whole mass of
those addressed, but to the few whiblsive an eafor the truth, and who overcome the general
disposition and spirit of Babylon—Fb him that overcomettill I grant to sit with me in my

throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an
ear [a disposition to hearken to and heed the word of the Lord], let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.” But upon those who have no ear, no disposition to hear, thellLpodimv

his indignation.

That, with few individual exceptions, the attitude of @lristendom is that of pride, self-
righteousness and self-complacency is manifest to the most casual observelt.sglth st her

heart, “I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.” ilblggosties herself and

lives deliciously. She says, “I am rich and increased in goods, and have need of nothing,” and
does not realize
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that she is “wretched and miserable, gudr, and blind, and naked.” Nor does she heed the
counsel of the Lord to buy of him (at cost of self-sacrifice) gold tried in the fire (the true riches,
the heavenly riches, “the divine nature”), and white raiment (the robe of Christ's imputed
righteousness, which so many are now discarding, to appear before God in their own
unrighteousness), and to anoint her eyes with eyesalve @engansecration and submission to

the divine will as expressed in the Scriptures), that she might see and be healed. Rev. 3:18

The spirit of the world has so fully taken possession of the ecclesiastical pov@mssténdom,

that reformation of the systems is impossible; and individuals can escapeatheonfy by a
prompt and timely withdrawal from them. The hour of judgment is come, and even now upon her
walls the warning hand of divine providence is tracing the mysterious words, “Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin"—GOD HATH NUMBERED THY KINGDOM AND FINISHED IT! THOU

ART WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES AND FOUND WANTING! And the Pphet (Isaiah 47)

now speaks, saying—

“Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon [said in derision of her claim to
purity]; sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans; for thou shalt no
more be called tender and delicat&hy nakedness shall be uncovered; yea, thy shame shall be
seen: | will take vengeance, and | will notéeh thee as a ma.Sit thou silent, and get thee into
darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans; for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of
kingdoms...Thou saidst, | shall be a lady forever, so that thou didst not lay these things to thy
heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it.

“Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures; that dwellest carelessly; that sayest in
thine heart,



43
The Doom of Babylon.

| am, and none else beside me; | shall not sit as a widow, neither shall | know the loss of children.
But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children and
widowhood [compare Rev. 18:8]: in their full measure shall they come upon thee despite of the
multitude of thy sorceries, despite of the very grdatnalance of thy enchantments; for thou

hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, Ner¢éhame. Thy [worldly] wisdom and thy
knowledge, it hath perverted thee: and thou has said in thy heart, | am, and none else beside me.
Therefore shall evil come uponeily;, hou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief

shall fall upon tlee; hou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee
suddenly, which thou shalt not [previously] know.” Compare Verse 9 and Rev. 18:7.

Such being the solemn declarations against Babylon, wkill e for all who heed the warning

voice and the instruction of the Lord to his people yet within her borders; for “Thus saith the
Lord”....Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her
iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord's vengean he will render unto her a
recompense...Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed...We would have healed Babylon, but she
is not healed. Forsake her;...for her judgmeatcheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the
skies... My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the
fierce anger of the Lord.” Jer. 51:1,6,8,9,45. Compare Rev. 17:3-6; 18:1-5.

For those who would obey this command to come out of Babylon, there is butaweeopl
refuge; and that is, not in a new sect &nddage, but in “The secretapk of the Most High"™—
the place or condition of entire consecration, typified by the Most Holy of the Tabernacle and
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Temple. (Psa. 91) “He that dwelleth in the secratlof the Most High shall abidander the
shadow of the Almighty.” And such may truly say in the midst of all the calamities of this euvil
day, “The Lord is my refuge and my fortress;God: in him will | trust.”

To come out of Babylon cannot mean a physical emigration from the midst of the nations of
Christendom; for not only Christendom, but all the earth, is to be devoured with the fire [the fiery
trouble] of the Lord’s anger, though the fiercest of his wrailhbg against the enlightened
nations of Christendom, who knew, or at least had abundant opportunity to know, the Lord’'s
will. The idea of the command is a separatioom all the binding yokes of Christendom—to
have no part nor lot in her civil, social or religious organizations; and this, both from principle and
from a wise and divinely directed policy.

On principle, as soon as the increased light of harvest tuminatesour minds and makes
manifest the deformities of error, we must be loyal to the former and discardttée dy
withdrawing all our influence and support from it. This implies the withdrawal from the various
religious organizations, whose doctrines misrepresent and make void the Word of God; and it
places us in the attitude of aliens toward all existing civil powersppposing aliens, however,

but peaceable and law-abiding aliens, who render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s; aliens whose citizenship is in heaven, and not upon earth; and
whose influence is always favorable to righteousness, justice, mercy and peace.

Principle in some cases, and policy in others, would separationms the various social
arrangements among men. On principle, it would set free any who are entangled with the oaths
and obligations of the various
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secret societies; for ye who were in darkness are now light in the Lord, and should walk as
children of light, having no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproving
them. Eph. 5:6-17

But as we come closer and closer to the great crisis of this “evil daii’ daubtless be manifest

to those who view the situation from the standpoint of “the sure word of prophecy,” that, even if
there be cases where principle is not involvedjlitbg the part of wisdom to widraw from the
various social and financial bondages which must inevitably succumb to the ravages of world-
wide revolution and anarchy. In that time (and, bear in mindillitpnobably be within the next

few years) financial institutions, including insurance companies and beneficial societies, will go
down; and “treasures” in them wiirove uterly worthless. These caves and rocks of the
mountains will notfurnish the desired ptectionfrom the wrath of this “evil day,” when the
great waves opopular discontent are lashing and foaming against the mountains (kingdoms—
Rev. 6:15-17; Psa. 46:3); and the tim#l some when men “shall cast their silver into the
streets, and their gold shall be hsugh it were unclean [margin]: their silver and their gold shall
not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord. They shall not [with their wealth]
be able to satisfy their souls, neither [to] fill their bowelscduse it was the stumbling block of
their iniquity.” (Ezek. 7:19; Compare also verses 12-18,21,25-27.) Thiuthev Lord make a
man’slife more precious than fine gold, even the golden wedge of Ophir. Isa. 13:12

But those who have made the Most High their refuge need not fear the approach of such times.
He shall cover them with his feathers, amttler his wings shall they trust; yea, h#l show
them his salvation. As the wildest confusion approaches they may comfort their hearts with the
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blessed assurance that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present helpéty iaoabsay,
“Therefore wll not we fear, hough the earth be removed [though the present social order be
entirely overthrown]; and though the mountains [kingdoms] be carried into the midst of the sea
[overwhelmed in anarchy]; though theters thereof roar and b@abled; though the mountains
shake with the swelling theseé” God will be in the midst of his fditful saints, who make him

their refuge, and they shall not be moved. God will help Zion early in the Millenoraimgy; she

shall be “accounted worthy to escape all those things coming upon the world.” Psa. 46; Luke
21:36

“THE GATHERING STORMS OF DOUBT”

“Our Father, while our hearts unlearn
The creeds that wrortgy name,

Still let our hallowed altars burn
With faith’s undying flame.

“Help us to read our Master’s will
Through every darkening stain
That clouds his sacred image still,

And see him once again.

“The brother man, the pitying friend,
Who weeps for human woes,

Whose pleading words of pardon blend
With cries of raging foes.

“If ‘mid the gathering storms of doubt
Our hearts grow faint and cold,

The strength we cannot live without
Thy love will not withhold.

“Our prayers accept; our sins forgive;
Our youthful zeal renew;

Shape for us holier lives to live,
And nobler work to do.”

The above original verses were read by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, before timg ¥ten's Christian Union,
Boston, June 1, 1893. They indicate that he realized somewhat the darkness overhanging Babylon.
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STUDY Il

THE NECESSITY AND JUSTICE OF THE DAY OF VENGEANCE

Upon this Generation, Type and Antitype—The Great Tribulation a Legitimate Effect from Preceding Causes—The
Responsibilities of “Christendom,” and Her Attitude Toward Them—Of Civil Authorities, of Religious Leaders, of
the Various Ranks of the Masses of Men in Civilized Lands—The Relationship of the Heathen Nations to Christendom
and to the Trouble—The Judgment of God—"Vengeance is Mine: | will Repay, Saith the Lord.”

“Verily, | say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.” Matt. 23:34-36; Luke 11:50,51

O THOSE unaccustomed to weighing principfesm the standpoint of an agt moral

philosophy it may seem strange that a subsequent generation of humanity should suffer the

penalty of the accumulated crimes of several preceding generations; yet, since such is the
expressed judgment of God, who cannot err, we shouldcéxpature consideration to make
manifest the justice of his decision. In the above words, our Lord declared that thus it should be
with the generation of fleshly Israel whom he addressed in the end of the typical Jewish Age.
Upon them should come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, who was slain between the temple and the altar. Matt. 23:35

That was a terrible prophecy, but it fell upon heedless
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and unbelieving ears; and, true to th#dr, it had its fulfiment @out thirty-seven yearster,

when civil strife and hostile invaders accomplished thefiéeecompense. Of that time we read

that the inhabitants of Judea were divided by jealousies into many warring factions, and that
mutual mistrust reached its highest development. Friends were alienabdigsfaverebroken

up, and every man susgied hisrother. Theft, impostures and assassinations were rife, and no
man'’s life was secure. Even the temple was not a place of safety. The chief priest was slain while
performing public worship. Then, driven to desperation by the massacre of their brethren in
Caesarea, and apparently appointed everywhere else for slaughter, the whole nation united in
revolt. Judea was thus brought into open kelbeagainst Rome, and in defiance against the
whole civilized world.

Vespasian and Titus were sent to punish them, and terrible was their overthrow. One after
another of their cities was swept away, until at last Titus laid siege to Jerusalem. In the spring of
A.D. 70, when the city was crowded with the multitudes who came up to the feast of the
Passover, he drew up his legions before her walls, and the imprisoned inhabitants sbantg b

the prey of famine and the sword of the invaders and civil strife. When any managed to creep out
of the city they were crucified by the Romans; and so dreadful was the famine that péeents k
and ate their own children. The number that perished is stated lphusse have been over a
million, and the city and temple were reduced to ashes.

Such were the facts in filthent of the &ove prophecy upon relieus fleshly Israel in the end
of their age of special favor as God’s chosen people. And now, in the end of this Gospel age,
according to the broader significance of the prophecy, is to come the parallel of that trouble
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upon nominal spiritual Israel, which, in its widest sense, is Christendom—"a time of trouble such

as was not since there was a nation,” and hence in some sense even more terrible than that upon
Judea and Jerusalem. We can scarcely imagine a trouble more severe than that above described,
except in the sense of being more general and widespread, and more destructive, as the
machinery of modern warfare signally suggests. Instead of benfjned to one nation or
province, its sweep Wbe over the whole world, especially the civilized wor@hristendom,

Babylon.

We may therefore regard that tadion of wrathupon fleshly Israel as a foreshadowing of the
greater indignation and wrath to peured upon Christendom in the end of this age. Those who
in their haste incline to view this course of thienighty toward this generation as unjust have
only failed to comprehend that perfect law of retribatiwhich surely, though often slowly,
works out its inevitable results. The justice, yea, theessity and the philosophy of it, are very
manifest to the thoughtful and reverent, whotaas of being inclined to accuse God of injustice,
apply their hearts to the instruction of his Word.

THE GREAT TRIBULATION A LEGITIMATE EFFECT FROM PRECEDING
CAUSES

We stand today in a period which is the culmination of ages of experience Wwhidt be, and

is, in some respects, greatly to the worldrsfit; especially to that part of the world which has
been favored, dectly and indirectly, with the light of divine thw—Christendom, Babylon—
whose respondility for this stewardship of advantage is consequently vegtgfsod holds men
accountable, not only for what they know, but for what they might know if they would apply
their hearts unto instruction—for the
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lessons which experience (their own and others’) is designed to teach; and if men fail to heed the
lessons of experience, or wilfully neglect opum its pecepts, they mustuffer the
consequences.

Before so-called Christendom lies the open history of all past time, as well as the divinely
inspired revelation. And what lessons they contain'—lessons of experience, of wisdom, of
knowledge, of gace, and of warning. By giving heed to the experiences of preceding generations
along the various lines of human industry, political econoety,, the world has made very
commendable progress iraterial things. Many of the cdorts and conveniences of our present
civilization have come to us largelyom applying the lessons observed in the experiences of past
generations. The art of printing has brought these lessons within the range of every man. The
present generation in this one point alone has much advantage every way: all the accumulated
wisdom and experience of the past are added to its own. But the great moral lessons which men
ought also to have been studying and learning have been very generally disregarded, even when
they have been emphatically forced upon publitenton. History is full of such lessons to
thoughtful minds inclined to righteousness; and men of the present day have more such lessons
than those of any previous generation. Thoughtful minds have, from time to time, noted and
called attention to this fact. Thus;dfessor Fisher, in prefacing lascount of the rise, progress

and fall of empires, truly says: “That there is a reign of law in the succession of human events, is
a conviction warranted by observedcfs. Events do not spring into being disjoinfeoim
antecedents leading to them. They are perceived to be the natural issues of the times that have
gone before. Preceding events have foreshadowed them.”
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This is indeed true: the law of cause and effect is nowherepramgnently marked than on the
pages of history. According to this law, which is God’s law, the seeds of past sowing must of
necessity germinate, develop and briagh fruitage; and a harvest at some time is therefore
inevitable. In Vol. Il, we have shown that the harvest time of the Gospel age is already come;
that it began in 1874, when the presence of the Lord of the harvest was due; and that, while a
great harvest ark has been in progress ever since tledédwe are now fast nearing the latter

end of the harvest period, when the burning of the tares and the gathering and treading of the
fully ripe clusters of thevVine of the earth(the matured fruits of the false vine—"Babylon”) are

due. Rev. 14:18-20

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTENDOM AND HER
ATTITUDE TOWARD THEM

Babylon, Christendom, has had a long probation of power, and has had many opportunities both
to learn and to practice righteousness, as well as many warnings of a coming judgment. All
through this Gospel age she has had in her midst the saints of God—devoted, self-sacrificing,
Christlike men and women—"The salt of the earth.” She has heard the message of salvation from
their lips, seen the principles of truth and righteousness exemplified in their lives, and heard them
reason of righteousness and of judgment to come. But she has disregarded these living epistles of
God; and not only so, but her so-called Christian nations, in their greed for gain, have brought
reproach upon the name of Christ among ta&tihen, following th€hristian missionary with the
accursed rum traffic and other “civilized” evils; and in her midst and by héoatyt the true
embryo kingdom of heaven (composed only of the saints, whose namestter inrheaven)

has suffered
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violence. She has hated them and persecuted them even unto death hsmsaaids of them alll

along the centuries have, by her decrees, sealed their testimony with their blood. Like their
Master, they were hated Wwitut a cause; they were eejed as theffscouring of the earth for
righteousness’ sake; and their light was again and again quenched that the preferred darkness
might reign with its opportunities to work iniquity. Oh how dark is this record of Christendom!
The mother system is “drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus”; and she and her
daughters, still btid, are ready #itto persecute and behead (Rev.40:though in a more

refined manner, all who are loyal to God and his truth, and who venture, however kindly, to point
out to them plainly the Word of the Lord which reproves them.

The civil powers of Christendom have been warned frequently when again and again empires and
kingdoms have fallen with the weight of their own corruption. And even today, if the powers that
be would harken, they might hear a last warning of God’s inspired prophet, saying, “Be wise
now, therefore, O ye kings: be instted ye judges of the earth. Serve tled_with fear, and

rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath
is kindled but a little...Why do the nations rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of
the earth set themselves [in opposition], and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord,
and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their banddexsand cast away their cords from

us.” But their resistance shall avail nothing; for, “He thtesi in the heavens shall laugh: the

Lord shall have them in derision. Then [since they persistentleciegl heed his warnings] shalll

he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.” Psalm 2:10-12,1-5
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Again, as represented by the simple and now widely known principles of his holy law, “God
standeth in the congregation of the mighty [of those in authority]; he judgeth among the gods [the
rulers, saying], How long will ye judge unjustly, aadcept the persons of the wicked? Defend

the poor and fatherless; do justice to the @&l and needy; deliver thmor and needy: rid

them out of the hand of the wicked.” (Psa. 82:1-4) That the import and expediency of this
counsel are, by the exigencies of the present times, being forced upattetiteon of those in
authority, the daily press is a constant witness; and numerous are the warning voices of
thoughtful men who see the danger of the generaéoegf this advice. Even men of the world,

who scan the future only from the standpoint of expediency, perceiveetiessity for the
pursuance of the course advised by the prophets.

The late Emprer Wiliam of Germany saw this, as is idited by the followingrom the Berlin
correspondent of th®bservatore Roman@880):

“When the Emperor \illiam received the news of the lasbrrible attemptupon the life of the
Czar he became very serious, and after remaining ditentsome minutes he said, with
melancholy accent, but with a certain enettfywe do not change the diction ofour policy, if

we do not think seriously of giving sound instruction to youth, if we do not give the ficst b
religion, if we only petend to govern by expedients from day to day, our thronkdev
overturned and societyilwhbecome a prey to the most terrible events. We have no more time to
lose, and it will be a gat migortune if all the governments do not come toaacord in this
salutary work of repression.”

In a book widely circudted in Germay, entitledReform or Revolutignits author, Herr von
Massow, who is neither a Socialist nor a Radical, but a Conservative, and President of the
Central Committee for Labor Colonies, accuses his countrymen of “ostrich politics,” of imitating
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that bird’s proverbial habit of hiding its head in the sand in the belief that it becomes invisible
when it cannot se&on Massow writes:

“We may ignore &cts, but we aanot alter them. There is no doubt that we are on the eve of a
revolution. All who have eyes to see and ears to hear must admit this. Only a society submerged
in egoism, self-satisfaction and theint for pleasure can deny it; only such a society will
continue to dance on the volcanall nefuse to see th&lene-Tekeland continue to believe in

the power of bayonets.

“The great majority of the educated have no idea of the magnitude of the hatred which is
brewing among the lower orders. The Social-Democratic Party is regarded as any other political
party; yet this party does not care about political rights, does not care for administrative reform
or new laws. This party is based upon the wish of the lower classes to enjoy life, a wish to taste
pleasures of which those who never owned a hundred-nilatkatee an altogether distorted
conception...Order M of course, soon be restored [after the Socialist regime]; but whatea s

the country Wi be in! There will be ountless cripples, widows and orphans; public and private
banks will have beerrobbed; railroads, telegraphs, roads, bridges, resideneesyriés,
monuments—everythingilvbe demolished, and neither the Onj nor the &tes,nor the towns

and parishes will be able to find the millions which it would cost to repair evexc@ofr of what

is destroyed. It is almost incredible that nothing is done to ward off the danger. Charity is not
what is needed but warm hearts, wiling to show some refgarthe lower classes. Love, all-
embracing love, will overcome much of the hatred that is brewing. Many may be lost to such an
extent that nothing will bring them back; but there are also millions who may still béowianv

and order, if proof is given that it is possible for them to obtain a livelihood worthy of a human
being; that they need not, as is the case just now, be worse off than the animals which are, at
least, stabled and fed.”

The writer proceeds at length to open the eyes of the people of Berlin to the danger in which they
live. “The
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Berliners,” he says, “imagine themselves secure in the protection of the GuardG00@

strong. A vain hope! During the Autumn, when the time-expired men leave their regiments, and
before the new recruits have come, the garrison is scarcely 7,000 strong. Aeciimuried by

some dissatisfied former officer could soon find 100,000 and even 160,000 workmen to take part.
All these men have served in the army, and are as well trained as their opponents, and understand
the necessity of discipline. Telegraph and telephone wires would be cut; railroads damaged to
prevent the arrival of re-enforcements; officers hurrying to their posts would be intercepted. The
revolutionists could blow up the barracks and shoot down the Emperor, the Ministers, generals,
officials—every one wearing a uniform—ere a single troop of cavalry attery of arilery

could come to their assistance.”

But do those in authority heed the warnings and the solemn lessons of this hour? No: as the
Prophet foretold of them—"They know not, neitheill they understand: they walk on in
darkness [until] all the foundations of the earth [the foundations of society—the hitherto
established principles of law and order] are moved’—terribly shaken—shaken that they may be
removed. Heb. 12:27; Psa. 82:5; Isa. 2:19

The late Empreor of Germany was quite heedless of the expressed fears of his grandfather, just
guoted. Years ago, in presenting Prince Bismarck with a magnificent sveathet in a golden
scabbard, the Emperor said:

“Before the eyes of these troops | come to present your Serene Highness with my gift. | could
find no better present than a ad, the noblest weapon of the Germans, a symbol of that
instrument which your Highness, in the service of my grandfather, helped to forge, to sharpen,
and also to wield—a symbol of that great building-tiduging which the mortar was blood and
iron—a remedy which never fails, and which in the hands of Kings and Priiles wase of

need, also preserve unity in the interior of the Fatherland, even as, when applied outside the
country, it led to internal union.”
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The LondonSpectatorcommenting on this expression says:

“That is surely a most alarming, as well as astoundiatgsient. There are two explanations of it
current in Germany—one that it iselited against the claim of any German State to sdomue

the Empire, and the other, that it announces the decision of the Emperor and his ateddder

deal with Socialists and Anarchists, if necessary, thraudiary force. In either case the
announcement was uacessary and indiscreetobbdy doubts that the German Empire, which
was, in fact, built by the savd at Langensalza, as well as in the war with France, would decree
the military occupation of anyeseding State; but to threaten any party, even the Socialists, with
martial law, while it is trying to win through the ballot, is, act, to suspend th€onstitution in

favor of a sate of siege. We do notugpose that the Emperor intended anything of the kind, but

it seems clear that he has been brooding over the situation; that he feels the resistance of the
Socialists, and that his conclusion is—'Well, well, | have still therswand that is a remedy that
never fails.” Many a King has come to that conclusion before him, but few have been so far left
to themselves as to deem it wise on such a subject to toumd.dt is a theat, let us explain it as

we will; and wise monarchs do not ¢aten until thdwour has arrived to strike,ilstess do they
threatermilitary violence as the remedy evéor internal grievances. ‘The sword a remedy’ for
internal ills ‘which never fails!” As well say the suges knife is a remedy for fever which never

fails. Prince Schwartzenburg, a Tory of Tories, with an irresistible army at his back, tried that
remedy under more favorable circumstances, and his conclusion after long experience was
embodied in the wisest of all political good sayings, which the German Emperor would do well to
consider—'You can do anything with bayonets—except sit on them.’

“What could a Roman Imperator have said that was stronger than ‘the sword is the remedy that
never fails’? There is the essence of tyranny in a sentence of that kind; and if the Emperor really
uttered it after consideran, it is not a leader that Germany has in him, but an absolute ruler of
the type which all modern history shows us to be



57
Its Necessity and Justice.

worn out. It may turn out, of course, that the Emperor spoke hastily, under the influence of that
emotion, half-poetic, half-arising from an exagded sense of his own personality, which he has
often previously betrayed; but if his speech is to be accepted in the light of a manifesto to his
people, all that can be said is, ‘What a pity; what a source of hopefulness has passed away!”

The declaration of the present Czar of Russia, that he would uphold autocracy as ardently as did
his father, was another indication of failure to heed the solemn warnings of his audpazious

and of the Word of God. And mark how it waseived by the people of his donainj despite alll

the official energy exercised there to muzzle frezesp. A manifesto was issued by the People’s
Rights Party of Russia, and circulated throughout the empire.

The manifesto was in the form ofettler to the Czar, and was remarkableplain and forcible
language. After censuring him for his assertion of his absolutism it declared:

“The most advanced zemstvos asked only for the harmony of Czar and peoplegcéee snd

the supremacy of law over the arbitrariness of the executive. You weetvdd and frightened

by the representations oburtiers and bureaucrats. Societyl wnderstand peetctly that it was

the bureaucracy, which jealously guards its own omnipotence, that spoke through you. The
bureaucracy, beginning with the Council of Ministers and ending with the lowest country
constable, hates any development, social or individual, and actively prevents the monarch’s free
intercourse with represtatives of his people, except as they come in gala dress, presenting
congratulations, icons, and offerings.

“Your speechproved that anyttempt to speak out fuge the throne, even in the most loyal
form, about the crying needs of the countrygets only arough and abrupt rebuff. Society
expectedirom you encouragement and help, but heard only a reminder of your omnipotence,
giving the impression of utter estrangement of Czar from people. You
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yourself have Med your own popularity, and have almted all that part of society which is
peacefully strugglingorward. Some individuals are jubilant over youesph, but you W soon
discover their impotence.

“In another section of societyour sgech caused a feeling of uny and depression, which,
however, the best social forces wibas overcome, before preeding to the peaceful but
obstinate and deliberate struggle necessary to liberty. In another s@ctiomords vill stimulate

the readiness to struggle against the present hateful state of things with any means. You were the
first to begin the struggle. Ere long it will proceed.”

Thus all the nations of “Christendom” are heedlessly stumbling on in the long-preferred darkness.
Even this fair land of boasted liberty, in many respects so richiyréd above all other nations,

iS no exception; and it, too, has had many warnings. Note the almost prophetic words of its
martyr President, Abraham Lincoln, writtelmostly before his assassination, to a friendlindis.

He wrote:

“Yes, we may all congratulateurselves that this cruel war is nearing its close. It has cost a vast
amount of treasure and blood. The best blood of the flower of American youth has been freely
offered upon our country’s altar that the nation might live. It has been a trying hour indeed for
the Republic. But | see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to
tremble for the safety of my country. As a result of the war, corporations have been enthroned,
an era of corruption in highgdes wll follow, and the mong-power of the country i endeavor

to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all the wealth isaigdreg

in a few hands, and the Republic is destroyed. | feel at this moment more anxiety for the safety
of my country than ever before, even in the midst of war.”

And again in the year 1896, Repretsgive Hatch of Missuri, in a sgech béore Congress in
financial and social matters, is reported in the public press to have said:
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“Mark what | say! If the inexorable law of cause andeeffhas not beerxpunged from the
statutebook of the Amighty, unless a halt is called verga, you may exgct to see thaorrors

of the French Revolution put on the American stage with all the modern improvements, and that
within the next decade. Nor am | alone. That gentlemamrAsho went to England some time

ago, bought him a ate on the island and became a British subject, saw what is coming as plainly
as | do, so he took time by the forelock and skipped out when there was not such a rush for
state#ooms as there Wbe after a while. He knew very well that if things would keep on as you
and | have seen them for some time past the time was not far off when there would be such a
crowd of his class of people hurrying aboard every outgdewnger he might béheved off the
gangplank.”

The Hon. H. R. Herbert, Seatary of the U. S. Navy, in a epch at Cleveled, O., April 30,
1896, used the following language in a very moderate speech to business men:

“We are entering upon an era of vast enterprises thaatdm to oagpy to the exclusion of
others all the ordinary avenues of human progress. Tiraistptay tellyou that this is to be for

the betterment of theoaditions of human life, that large enterprises are to cheapen products,
cheapen transportati. The mammoth store in which you can get everything you want, and get it
cheap, is everywhere appearing. Industrial plants milions of capital behind them are rapidly
taking possession of the field once occupied by smaller enterprises of the same character.

“Human wit seems unable to devise, without dangerously ilmgtdhe natural liberty of the
citizen, any plan for the prevention of these monopolies, and thet e$f the accumulation of

vast wealth by the few, the narrowing of the opportunities of the many, and the breeding of
discontent. Hence conflicts between labor and capital are to beeatfegrsignificance in the
future than in the past.

“There are thoughtful men who predict that out of the antagonisms between capital and labor is
to come a conflict that will beafal to the rpublican government among us, a conflict that will
result first in anarchy and bloodshed
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and then in monarchy under some bold leader who shall be abiditayy power to bringorder
out of chaos.

“Sometimes we are pointed to Socialism as the logical outcome of the present condition. The first
experiments in this direcm, it is said, are to be made in the cities, the employers, withitea

means at their command, and the employees, with little opportunity for advancement, except by
the ballot, are to contend with each other, class against étasthe control of municipal
governments. This is one of the perils of the future...lt was once supposed that the American
farmer would forever stand as anmovable bulwark, but a change has come over the spirit of
many of our farmers.”

The ecclesiastical powers Ghristendom have also had line upon line aret@ptupon pecept.

They have been warned by the providential dealings of God with his people in the past, and by
occasional rormers. Yet few, very few, can read the handwriting on the wall, and they are
powerless to overcome, or even to stay, the popular current. Rev. T. De Witt Talmage seemed to
see and understand to some extent; for, in a timely discourse, he said:

“Unless the Church of Jesus Christ rises up and proves herself the friend of the people as the
friend of God, and in sympathy with theegt masses, who with theimfidies at their backs are
fighting this battlefor bread, the church, as at present organizeli,become a diinct
institution, and Christ W go down again to thedach and invite plaijonest fishermen to come

into an apostleship of righteousness—manward and Godward. The time has come when all
classes of people shall have equal rights in the great struggle to get a livelihood.”

And yet this man, with a stewardship of talent and influence which but few possess, did not seem
in haste to follow his expressed convictions as to the duties of influential Christians in the hour of
peril.

The warnings go forth, and convictions of duty and privilege fasten upon many minds; but, alas!
all is of no avail; they go unheeded. Great power has been, and to
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some extent still is, in the handseaafclesiastics; but, in the name@ifirist and his gospel, it has
been, and still is, selfishly used and abusedoriét one of another,” “chiefesits in the
synagogues,” and “to be called Rabbi,” Doctor, Reveretd, and seeking gain, eacthom his

own quarter [or denomination]” (John 5:44;aM 236-12; Isa. 56:11), and “the fear of man
which bringeth a snare”—these hinder some even of God’s true servants from faithfulness, while
apparently many of the under-shepherds never had any interest in the Lord’s flock except to
secure the golden fleece.

While we gladly acknowledge that many edted cultivated, refined and pious gentlemen are,

and have been, included among the clergy in all the various denominations of the nominal
Church, which all through the age has included boteawnd tares (Matt. 1), we are forced

to admit that many who belong to the “tare” class have found their way into pulpits as well as
into the pews. Indeed the temptations to pride and waingand in many cases to ease and
affluence, presented to talented young men aspiring to the pulpit, have been such as to guarantee
that it must be so, and that to a large extent. Of all the professions, the Christian ministry has
afforded the quickest and easiest route to fame, ease and general temporal prosperity, and often
to wealth. The profession of law requires a lifetime of iat#lial energy and businesfoe, and

brings its weight of pressing care. The same may be said of the profession of medicine. And if
men rise to wealth and distinction in these professions, it is not mexeduse they have quick

wits and ready tongues, but because they ewvestly won distinction by close and constant
mental application and li@rious effort. On the other hand, in the clerical profession, a refined,
pleasant demeanor, moderate ability to address a public assembly
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twice a week on some theme taken from the Bible, together with a atedatucation and good
moral character, secure to aygung man entering the profession, the ees@and reverence of
his community, a comfortable salary and a quiet, undisturbed and easy life.

If he have superior talent, the people, who are admirers of oratory, soon discover it, and before
long he is called to a more lucrative charge; and, almost before he knows it, he has become
famous among men, who rarely stop to question whether his piety—his faitfilityhand
godliness—have kept pace in development with his intellectual and orafwoge¢ss. Indct, if

the latter be the case, he is less acceptable, especially to wealthy congregationprolatiy

more frequently than very poor ones, are composed mostly of “tares.” If his piety indeed survive
the pressure of these circumstances, he will, too dftethe good of his repation, be obliged

to run counter to the dispositions and prejudices of his hearers, antl slgovily find himself
unpopular and undesired. These circumstances have thus brought into the pulpit a very large
proportion of what the Scriptures desig®m “hireling shepherds.” Isa. 56:11; Ezek.2326; John
10:11-14

The responsility of those who haveindertaken the gospel ministry in the name of Christ is very
great. They stand veprominently before the people as the represares ofChrist—as special
exponents of his spirit, and expounders of his truth. And, as a class, they have had advantages
above other men for coming to a knowledge of the truth, and freely declaring it. They have been
relieved from the burdens of toil and care in earning a livelihood wieitterfother men, and,

with their temporal wants supplied, have been granted time, quiet leisure, speca&bedand
numerous helps of association, etc., for this very purpose.
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Here, on the one hand, have been thesatgpportunities for pious zeal and devoted self-
sacrifice for the cause of truth and righteousness; and, on the odweregmnptations, either to
indolent ease, or to ambition for fame, wealth or power. Alas! the vast majority of the clergy
have evidently succumbed to the temptations, rather than embraced and ugggbthanities,

of their positions; and, as a result, they are today “blind leaders of the blind,” and together they
and their flocks are fast stumbling into the ditch of skepticism. They have hidden the truth
(because it isunpopular), advanced erroregd@ause it ipopular) and taught for doctrine the
precepts of men (because paid to dp $hey have, in efict, and sometimes in so mangras,

said to the people, “Believe what we tell you on our authority tead of directing them to
“prove all things” by the divinely inspired words of the apostles and prophets, and “hold fast”
only “that which is good.” For long centuries the clergy of the Church of Rome kept the Word of
God buried in dead languages, and would not permit its translation into the vernacular tongues,
lest the people might search the Scriptures and thus prove the vanity oétersjpns. In the
course of time a few godly reformers arose from the midst of her corruption, rescued the Bible
from oblivion and brought it forth to the people; and eagprotestant movement—protesting
against the false doctrines and evil practices of the Church of Rome—was the result.

But ere long Protestantism also becamerupt, and her clergy began to foremd creeds to

which they have taught the people to look as the epitomized doctrines of the Bible, and of
paramount importance. They have baptized eagchised them in infancy, foee they had
learned to think; then, as they grew to adult years, they have lulled them to sleep, and given them
to understand that their safe course
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in religious matters is to eamit all questions of doctrine to them, and to follow their instructions,
intimating that they alone had the educatietc., necessary to the comprehension of divine
truth, and that they, therefore, should be considexgttioritiesin all such matters wibut

further appeal to God’s Word. And when any presumed to question this assumed authority and
think differently, they were regarded as heretics and schismatics. The most learned and
prominent among them have written massive volumes of what they term Systematic Theology, all
of which, like the Talmud among the Jews, is calculated to a large extent to make void the Word
of God, and tdeachfor doctrine the prcepts of men (Matt. 15:6; Isa. 29); and others of the
learned and prominent have acceptexhorable and lucrative professorships in Theological
Seminaries, established, ostensibly, to train young men for the Christian ministry, bat to f
inculcate the ideas of the so-called “Systematic Theology” of their sevaralise-to etter free
thought and honest reverent investigation of the sacred Scriptures with a view to simple faith in
their teachings, regardless of human traditions. In this way generation after generation of the
“clergy” has pressed along the beaten track of traditiomat.eAnd only @casionally has one

been sufficiently awake and loyal to the truth to discover error and cry out for reform. It has
been so much easier to drift with the popular current, especially when great men led the way.

Thus the power and superior advantages of the clergy as a class have been misused, although in
their ranks there have been (and still are) some earnesiitdsouls who verily thought they

were doing God service in upholding the false systems into which they had been led, and by
whose errors they also had been in a great measure blinded.

While these reflections will doubtless seem offensive to
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many of the clergy, especially to the proud and self-seeking, we have no fear that their candid
presentation W give any offense to any of the meek, who, if they recognize the truilhpev

blessed by a humble confession of the same and aetelfrdination to walk in the light of God

as it shines from his Word, regardless of human traditions. We rejoice to say that thus far during
the harvest period we have come to know a few clergymen of this class, who, when the harvest
truth dawned upon them, forsook the error and pursued and served the truth. But the majority of
the clergy, alas! are not of the meek class, and again we are obliged to realize the force of the
Master's words—"How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!”
whether those riches be of reputation, fame, learning, money, or even common ease.

The common people need not be surprised, therefore, that the clergy of Christendom, as a class,
are blind to the truths due in this time of harvest, just as the recognized teachers and leaders in
the end of the typical Jewish age were blind and opposed to the truths due in that harvest. Their
blindness is indeed recompenséor their misused talents and opportunities, and therefore light
and truth cannot be egptedfrom that quarter. In the end of the Jewish age the religious leaders
significantly suggested to the people the inquiry, “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees
believed on him?” (John 7:48) andaccepting their suggestion and blindly submitting to their
leadings, some missed their privilege, and failed to enter into the blessings of the new
dispensation. So it wbe with a similar class in these last days of the Gospel dispensation: those
who blindly follow the leading of the clergy will fall with them into the ditch of skepticism; and
only those who faithfully walk with God, partaking of his spirit, and humbly relying upon all the
testimonies of his precious
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Word, shall be able to discern and discard the “stubble” of error which has long been mixed with
the truth, and boldly to stand fast in the faith of the gospel and in loyalty of heart to God, while
the masses drift off in the popular current toward infidelity in its various forms—Evolution,
Higher Criticism, Theosophy, Christian Science, Spiritism, or other theories denyingcissity

and merit of the great Calvary sacrifice. But those who successfully stand in this “evil day” (Eph.
6:13) will, in so doing,prove the mtal of theirChristian chaacter;for so strong Wl be the
current against them, that only true Christian devotion to God, zeal, courage and fortitbde w
able to endure to the end. These oncoming waves of infidelitgusely cary all others before
them. It is written, “A thousand shall fall at thy side and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it
shall not come nigh thee, becaukeu hast said, The Lord is my pection, and the most High

hast thou made thy refuge...He that dwelleth in the se@e¢|olf consecration, communion and
fellowship] of the most High, shall abide under the shadow of thaghty...He shall cover thee

with his feathers, andnder his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.”
Psalm 91

Individual Christians cannot shirk their personal respditgibplacing it upon pastors and
teacherspor upon councils and creeds. It is by the Word of the Lord that we are judged (John
12:48-50; Rev. 20:12), and not by the opinions @cpdents obur fellowmen in any capacity.
Therefore all shoulimitate thenoble Bereans who “searched the Scriptures daily” to see if the
things taught them were true. (Acts 17:11) It is our duty as Christians individually to prove all
things we accept, and to hold fast that whichosdy “To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to this word, it is
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because there is no light in them.” Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:21; Isa. 8:20

The same principle holds good in temporal, as well as in spiritual things. While the various ships
of state are drifting onward to destractj those who see the breakers ahead, while they cannot
alter the course of events in general, can, to some extent at least, seize present opportunities
wisely to regulate their ownonduct in view of the inevitableatastophe; they can make ready

the lifeboats and the life preservers, so that when the ships of state are wrecked in the surging sea
of anarchy, they may keep their heads above the waves and find a rest beyond. In other words,
the wise policy, to say nothing of principle, in these days is to deal justly, generously and kindly
with our fellowmen in every rank and condition of life; for theagrtouble wil spring from the

intense wrath of the angry nations—from the dissattgbn and indignation of the enlightened
masses of the people against the more fatjnaristocratic and ruling classes. The subjects of
dissatisfaction are at present being widely discussed; and nfawe blee storm of wrath bursts,

is the time for individuals to make known their principles, not only by their words, but by their
conduct in all their relations with their fellowmen. Now is the time to study and apply the
principles of the golden rule; to learn to love our neighbors as ourselves, acdaoordingly.

If men were wise enough to consider what, in the very near future, must be the outcome of the
present course of things, they would do this from policy, if not from principle.

In the coming trouble it is but reasonable to presume that, even in the midst of the wildest
confusion, there W be discriminations in faor of such as have shown themselves just, generous
and kind; and extreme wrath against those who have practiced and defended oppression. It was
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so in the midst of the horrors of the French Revolution; and thall bevso again, is intieited

by the counsel of the Word of the Lord, which says, “Seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may
be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” “Depart from evil and do good; essed gnd

pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The
face of the lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.”
(Zeph. 2:3; Psa. 34:14-16) These words of wisdom and warning are to the world in general. As
for the “saints,” the “little flock,” the “overcomers,” they are promised that they shall be
accounted worthy tescapeall those things coming upon the world. Luke 21:36

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE HEATHEN NATIONS
TO CHRISTENDOM AND TO THE GREAT TRIBULATION

While the fierce anger of the Lord is to be visited upon the nations of Christendom specially,
because they have sinned against much light and privilege, the Scriptures clearly show that the
heathen nations have not beenhwiit responsility, and shall not gaunpunished. For many
generations and through many centuries they have taken pleasure in unrighteousness. Their
fathers in ages past forgot Godkclwuse they did not like to hold his righteousharity in
remembrance: they loved darkness rather than light, and wilfully pursued the folly of their own
imaginations; and their descendants have steadily walked on in the same dowowsed even

to the present day.

Concerning the responsity of these nations, the Apostle PaiRom. 1:18-32) tells us very
plainly what is the mind of the Lord, saying, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of those
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men who, through injustice suppress the trudtause th&nowledge of God is apparent among
them, for God hath shewed it unto them. For his invisible things, eveetdrnsal power and

deity, since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived by the things that are
made; so that [having this light of naturées the testimony of nature as to the existence, power
and goodness of God, and of consciencecataig what is right and what isreng] they are
without excuse [in pursuing an evil course of lifegchuse lough they knew God [to some
extent at least]; they did not glorify or thank him as God, ledaime vain in their reasonings,

and their perverse heart was darkened [as the natural result of such a éassejng to be

wise men, they becanfeols, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image-
likeness of corruptible man, and of birds, and of quadrupeds, and of reptiles. Therefore God gave
them over, through the lusts of their hearts for impurity, to dishonor their bodies among
themselves; who exchanged the truth concerning God for a false religion, and reverenced and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is worthy of praise forever. Amen!

“On this account God delivered them over to infamous passiensGod did not strive with or
endeavor to reclaim them, but let them alone to pursue their chosen evil course and to learn from
experience its bittefruits]... And as they did not choose tetain theknowledge of God, God

gave them over to a worthless mind, to do improper things, abounding in every iniquity; in
wickedness, in covetousness, in malignity; full of envy, murder, stiéfegity bad habits; secret
slanderers, revilers, haters obd; insolent, proud, boasters, devisers of evil things, disobedient to
parents, obstinate, covenant breakers, destitute of natural @ifewithout pity; who, though

they know the ordinance of God [that those who practice such
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things are worthy of death], not only are doing them, but even are approving thoseautiae pr
them.”

While, as here shown, the heathen nations long@garessed what truth was known in the early
ages of the world concerning God and his righteousness, and preferred darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil, and out of their evil and vain imaginations invented false religions
which justified their evil ways; and while succeeding generations had@sed and justified the

evil course of their forefathers by subscribing to their doctrines and walking in their footprints,
thus also assuming the accumulation of their guilt amdiemnation, on the very same principle

that the present nations of Christendom also assume the obligations of theadipg
generations, yet the heathen nations have not been wholly oblivious to the fact that a great light
has come into the world through Jesus Christ. Even previous to the coming of Christ the
wonderful God of Israel was known among maewathen nationdtough his dealings with that
people; and all through the Gospel age the saints of God have been bearing the good news
abroad.

Here and there a few individuals have heeded the truth, but the nations have disregarded it
generally, and walked on in darkness. Therefore “the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations.”
(Isa. 34:2) The heathen nations are nowheut the gospel and its advantages, judged unworthy

of a continued lease of power; while the so-called Christian nations, with the gospel light and
privileges of which they have not walked worthy, are also, by its standard of truth and
righteousness, judged unworthy of continued power.

Thus every mouth is stopped, and all the world stands guilty before God. Of all the nations “there
is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They
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are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good;
no, not one.”

The justice of God in punishing all nations is manifest; and while ¢éa¢hken nations ir eceive

the just reward of their doings, let not the greatgpaesiblity of Christendom be fordten; for

if the Jews had “much advantage every way” over the Gentile nations, chiefly in that unto them
were committed the oracles of Gd®om. 3:1,2), what shall we say of the nations of
Christendom, with their ditgreater advantages of both the Law and the Gospel? Yet it is true
today of Christendom, as it was then of the Jewish nation, that the name of God is blasphemed
among the heathehrough them. (Rom. 2:24) Note, for instance, the imposition of the liquor and
opium traffics upon the heathen nations, by the greed of the Christian nations for gold.

A reliable witness, who speaks from the personal knowledge wrote, some time ago, to the New
York Voiceas follows:

“According to my own observations on the Congo and the West Coast [Africajateenent of

many missionaries and others, drink is doing more harm to the natives than the slave trade now or
in past times. That carries off people, destrajjages; this not only slays by thadusands, but
debauches and ruins body and soul, whole tribes, and leaves them to become the parents of
degenerate creaturbern in their own debauched image...All the workmen are given a big drink

of rum every day at noon, and forced to take at least two bottles of gin as pay for work every
Saturday night; at many of thadtories, when a one, two or three years’ contract expires, they
are forced to take a barrel of rum or some cases or demijohns of gin to carry home with them.
Native traders are forced to take casks of liquor in exchange for native produce, even when they
remonstrate, r&d, gaining no redress, pour the liquor into the river; traders saying, ‘The niggers
must take rum, we cannot make money enough to satisfy the firm at homiénigytisem salt or

cloth.” Towns are
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roaring pandemoniums every Sunday from drink. There #legjas where every man, woman

and child is stupid drunk, and thus former religious services are broken up. Chiefs say sadly to
missionaries, ‘Why did not you Godmen come before the drink did? The drirdaters out my
people’s heads and hardened their hearts: they cannot understand, they do not care for anything
good.”

It is even said that some of the heathen are holding ughinstian’s Bible before them, and
saying, “Your pactices do notarespond with théeachings offour sacred book.” A Brahmin is

said to have written a missiaya“We are finding you out. You are not as good as your Book. If
your people were only as good as your Book, you would conquer India in five years.” See Ezek.
22:4.

Truly, if the men of Nineveh and the queen of the south shall rise up in judgment against the
generation of Israel which the Lord elotly addressed (Mtt. 1241,42), then Israel and every
previous generation, and theathen nations shall rise up against this generati@hostendom;

for where much has been given much will be required. Luke 12:48

But, dropping the morally retributive a=st of the questn, we see how, in the very nature of
the case, the heathen nations musdtes in the fall of Christendom, Babylon. Through the
influences of the Word of God, dict and indirect, theChristian nations have made great
advancements in civilization andaterial prosperity in every line, so that in wealth, comfort,
intellectual development, eduaati civil government, in science, art, maactiire, commerce
and every branch of human industry, they are far in advance oe#them nations which have
not been so favored with the dizing influences of the oracles ofadd, but which, on the
contrary, have experienced a steady decline, so that today they exhibit
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only the wrecks of their former prosperity. Compare for example, tleedérof today with
ancient Greece, which was once the seat of learning and affluende.tbta the present ruins
of the glory of ancient Egypt, once the chief nation of the whole earth.

In consequence of the decline of the heathen nations and timton andprosperity of the
Christian nations, the former are all more or less indebted tcattes for many advantages
receival—for the benefits of commerce, of international commation and a consequent
enlargement of ideas, etc. Theaptthe march of progress ieaent years has linked all the
nations in various common interests, which, if seriously unsettled in one or more of the nations
soon aféct all. Hence when Baloyh, Christendom, goes down suddenly, thecf wil be most
serious upon all the more or less dependent nations, which, in the symbolic language of
Revelation are therefore represented aatly bewding the fall of that geat city Babybn. Rev.
18:9-19

But not alone in Babylon’s fall Wthe heathen nationsuffer; for the sw#ing waves of social
and political commotion will quickly spread andsolve and engulf them all; and thus the whole
earth will be swept with the besom of destroigtiand the haughtiness of maill Wwe brought
low; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine: | will repay, saith therd.” (Rom. 12:19; Deut.
32:35) And the judgment of the Lord upon both Christendom agmthdidom wil be on the
strictest lines of equity.
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THE COMING STORM

“Oh! sad is my heart for the storm that is coming;
Like eagles the scud sweepeth in from the sea;
The gull seeketh shelter, the pine trees are sighing,

And all giveth note of the tempest to be.

“A spell hath been whispered from cave or from ocean,
The shepherds are sleeping, the sentinels dumb,
The flocks all scattered anoorland and mountain,
And no one believes that the Master is come.

“He has come, but whom doth he find their watch keeping?
Oh! where—in higpresence-is faith the worldo’er?

The rich, every sense in soft luxury steeping;
The poor scarce repelling the wolf from the door.

“O man, and O maiden, drop trifling and pleasure!

O hark! while | tell of the sorrow to be.
* * *

As well might | plead in the path of yon glacier,
Or cry out a warning to wave of the sea!”
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BABYLON ARRAIGNED BEFORE THE GREAT COURT

The Civil, Social and Ecclesiastical Powers of Babylon, Christendom, Now Being Weighed in the Balances—The
Arraignment of the Civil Powers—The Arraignment of the Present Social System—The Arraignment of the
Ecclesiastical Powers—Even Now, in the Midst of Her Festivities the Handwriting of Her Doom is Traced and May
Be Distinctly Read, Though the Trial is Not Yet Completed.

“T HE mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going
down thereof. He shall call to the heavens from above [the high or ruling powers], and to the earth [the
masses of the people], that he may judge his [professed] people [Christendom].

“Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israel [nominal spiritual Israel—Babylon, Christendom], and | will testify
against thee....Unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my
covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction and castest my words behind thee? When thou sawest a thief, then
thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil and thy tongue frameth
deceit. Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother [the true saints, the wheat class]; thou slanderest thine own
mother’s son. These things hast thou done, and | kept silence; thou thoughtest that | was altogether such an one as
thyself;but | will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes.

“Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest | tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” Psa. 50:1,4,7,16-22

As the logical consequence of the great increadenowledge on every suigjt providentially
granted in this “day of preparation” for Christ’s Millennial reign, the civil
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and ecclesiastical powers Ghristendom, Babylon, are now being weighed in the balances of
Justice, in full view of the whole world. The hour of judgment having come, the Judge is now on
the bench; the witnesses—the general public—are present; and at this stage of the trial the
“Powers that be” are permitted to hear the charges and then tofep#aémselves. Their cases

are being tried in open court, and all the world looks on with intense and feverish interest.

The object of this trial is not taoavince the geat Judge of the actual standing of these powers;
for already we are forewarned of their doom by his “sure word of prophecy”; and already men
can read upon the walls of their banqueting halls the writing of the mysteriousatéful, f
hand—*MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN!" The present trial, involving the discussion of
rights and wrongs, of doctrines, authorities;., is to manifest to all men the real character of
Babylon, so that, though men have long beecetved by her vain pretensions, they may
eventually, through this process of judgment, fully realize the justice of God in her final
overthrow. In this trial, her claims of superior sanctity and of divine authority and appointment to
rule the world, as well as her many monstrous and contradictory doctrinal claims, are all being
called in question.

With evident shame and confusion @fcé béore such a throng of witnesses, the civil and
ecclesiastical powerdyriough their represeattives, the rulers and the clergy, endwao render

up their accounts. Never, in all the annals of history, has there been such a condition of things.
Never before wereecclesiastics, statesmen and civil rulers examined, -quesstioned and
criticized as now at the bar of public judgment, through which the heart-searching Spirit of the
Lord is operating upon them to theiregt @nfusion. Notwithstanding theiretiermination and

effort
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to avoid the examination and cross-questioning of the spirit of these times, they are obliged to
endure it, and the trial proceeds.

BABYLON WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES

While the masses of men are today boldly challenging both the civil and ecclesiastical powers of
Christendom to prove their claims divine authority to rule, neither they nor the rulers see that
God has granted, or rather permitted, a lease of power* to such rulers as mankind in general
might choose or tolate, whether god or bad, until “theTimes of the Gentiles” expire; that
during this time, God has peitteid the world largely to manage its own affairs and take its own
course in self-government, to the end that, in so doing, all men might learn that, in their fallen
condition, they are incapable of self-government, and that it does not pay to try to be
independent either of God or of each other. Rom. 13:1

The rulers and the ruling classes of the world, not seeing this, but realizing their opportunity, and
taking advantage of the less forate masses of men, by whose permission and tolerance,
whether ignorant or intiigent, they have long been sustained in power, have godshto foist

upon theilliterate masses the alvd doctrine of the divine appointment and “divine right of
kings"—civil and ecclesiastical. And to the end of perpetuating this doctrinegraeemient to

their policy, ignorance and superstition have for many centuries been fostered and encouraged
among the masses.

Only in very recent times hawnowledge and edation become general. And this has come
about by force of providential circumstances, and not by efforts of kings and

*Vol. Il, p.80.
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ecclesiastics. The printing press and steam patetion have been the chief agencies in
promoting it. Prior to these divine interpositions, the masses of men, being to a large extent
isolatedfrom one another, were unable to learn much beyond their own experiences. But these
agencies have been instrumental in bringing about a wonderful increase of travel and of social
and business intercourse, so that all men, of whatsoever rartltion,smay profit by the
experiences of others throughout the whole world.

Now the greapublic is the reading public, the traveling public, the thinking public; and it is fast
becoming the discontented and clamorous public, with little reverence left for kings and
potentates that have held together theastder of things under which they now so restlessly
chafe. It is only about three hundred and fifty years sincetate of the English Parliament
made provision for thdliterates among its members, in theserdg—"any Lord and Lords of

the Parliament, and Peer and Peers of the Realm having place or voice in Panigowihts
request or prayer, claiming the benefit of thi, though he cannot readOf the twenty-six
Barons who signed the Magna Charta, it is said that three only wrote their names, while twenty-
three made their marks.

Seeing that the tendency of the general enlightenment of the masses of the people is toward a
judgment of the ruling powers and not conducive to theirilgyalihe Russian Minister of the

Interior proposed, as a check to the growth ofilisih, to put an end to the higher edtion of

any members of the poorer classes. In 1887 he issued an order from which the following is an
extract: “The gymnasia, highfsools and universitiesilvhencdorth refuse to @ceive apupils

or students the children of domestic servants, peasants, tradesmenhpekiepers, farmers,

and others of like condition, whose progeny
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should not be raised from the circle to which they belong, and be thereby led, as long experience
has shown...to become discontented with their lot, artdted against the inevitable inequalities
of the existing social positions.”

But it is too late in the dafor such a policy as this to steed, even in Russia. It is the policy
which the Papacy pursued in the days of its power, but which that crafty institution now realizes
would be a failure, and sure to reagton the poweattempting it. Light has dawneagpon the

minds of the masses, and they cannot be asdelgto theiformer darkness. With the gradual
increase of knowledge republican forms of government have been demanded, and the monarchial
have been of necessity greatly modified by force of their example and the demands of the people.

In the dawning light of the new day men begin to see that under ttex{iwa of false claims,
supported by the people in their former ignorance, the ruling classes have been selfishly making
merchandise of the natural rights and privileges of the rest of mankind. And, looking on and
weighing the claims of those in authority, they are rapiégching their own conclusions,
notwithstanding the poor apologies offered. But being themseded#gated by no higher
principles of righteousness and truth than the ruling classes, the judgment of the masses is as far
from right on the other side of the question, their growing disposition being hastily to ignore all
law and order rather than to consider coolly and dispaggiynthe claims of justice on all sides

in the light of God’s Word.

While Babylon, Christendom—the present organization and order of society, as represented by
her statesmen and her clergy—is being weighed in the balanqagolaf opinion, her many
monstrous claims are seen to be foundationless and absurd, and the heavy charges against her—
of
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selfishness and of nonconformity to the golden rule of Christ, whose name and authority she
claims—have already overbalanced, and lifted the beam so high that, even now, the world has
little patience to hear the further proofs of her really antichristian character.

Her representatives calpon the world to note the glory of their kingdoms, the triumphs of their
arms, the splendor of their cities andguas, the value and strength of their institutions, political
and religious. They strive to reawaken the old-time spirit of clannish partriotism and superstition,
which formerly bowed in submissive and worshipful reverence to those in authority and power;
which lustily shouted, “Long live the king!” and reverently regarded the persons of those who
claimed to be the representatives of God.

But those days are past: the remains of the former ignorance and superstition are fast
disappearing, and with them the sentiments of clannish patriotism and blind religious reverence;
and in their place af®und independence, suspicion and defiance, which bid fair ere long to lead
to world-wide strife—anarchy. The peoples of the various shipstaié galk angrily and
threateningly to the captains and pilots, and at times grow almostousitiThey claim that the
present policy of those in power is to lure them to the slave markets of the future and to make
merchandise of all their natural rights and reduce them to the serfdom of their fathers. And many
insist with increasing vehemence upon displacing the present captains and pil@tiagdhie

ships drift while they contend among themselves for the mastery. But against this wild and
dangerous clamor the captains and pilots, the kingstatessen, contend and hold their places

of power, shouting all the while to the people, “Hands off! yaili dwve the vessel onto the
rocks!” Then the religious teachers come
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forward and counsel submission on the part of the people; and, seeking to emphasize their own
authority as from God, they connive with the civil powers to hold the people under restraint. But
they, too, begin to realize that their power is gone, and they are casting about for some means to
re-enforce it. So they talk of union and cooperation among themselves, and we hear them arguing
with the statdor more assistance from that source, promising in return to uphold civil institutions
with their (waning) power. But all the while a storm is rising, and while the masses of the people,
unable to comprehend the danger, continue to clamor, the hearts of those at the helms of the
ships fail them for fear of that which they now see must surely come.

The ecclesiastical powers, particularly, feel it incumhgran them to render up the@iccounts in

order to make the best possible showing; thus, if possible, to restrain the revolutionary current of
public sentiment against them. But as they attempt to apokogitee meager good results of the

past centuries of their power, they only add to their own confusion and perplexity, and arouse the
attention of others to the truertdition of affairs. These apologies are constantly appearing in the
columns of the secular and religious press. And in marked contrast with these are the fearless
criticisms from the world at large of both the civil aecclesiastical powers @hristendom. Of

these the following extracts from floating press reports are samples.

THE WORLD’S ARRAIGNMENT OF THE CIVIL POWERS

“Among all the strange beliefs of the race, thenease stranger than that which madenighty

God select with care some of the mosiinary members of the species, often sickly, stupid and
vicious, to reign over great communitigeder his special ptection, as his represtatives of
earth.”"New York Evening Past
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Another journal some years ago had the following, under the caption—"A Poor Lot of Kings:”

“It is stated with some appearance of truth that King Milan of Servia is insane. The king of
Wurttemberg is a partial lunatic. The last king of Bavarimmiited suicide while mad, and the
present ruler of that country is an idiot. The Czar of Rudiattiat office because hidrother,

the natural heir, was adjudged mentally incapable; and the present Czar is afflicted with
melancholia since the time of his coronation, and has called to his aid the mental specialists of
Germany and France. The king of Spain is a victim of scrofula alhdomebably not each
manhood. The Emperor of Germany has an incurable abcess in his ear viherertually

affect his brain. The king of Denmark has bequeathed poisoned td half a dozen dynasties.

The Sultan of Turkey is afited with melancholia. There is nottadne in Europe where the sins

of the fathers have not visibly descended upon the children, and in a generation or two more
there will be neitheBourbon, Hapsburg, Romanoff nor Guelph to vex and rule the world. Blue
blood of this kind Wl not be at a premium in th£900’s. It is taking itself out of the problem of

the future.”

Another writer for the daily press figured up the cost of royalty as follows:

“The bargain made with Queen Victoria on her accession givef38%,000 a year, with the

power of granting new pensions to the amount of £1,200 a yearatstito be equal to an
annuity of £19,871. This makes a grand total of £404,871 a year for the Queen alone, of which
£60,000 is for her privy purse; that is, simply pocket money. The duchy of Lancaster, which still
remains under crown management, also pays £50,000 a year into the privy purse. Thus the Queen
has £110,000 a year spending money; for the other expenses of her household are provided for
by other items of the Civil List. When a gift of £50 or £100 to charity by the Queen is
announced, it must not be supposed to come out of the privy purse, for there isate Segrarof

£13,200 a year for royal bounty, alms and charity. Among the appointments
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in the royal household are 20 classed as political, with total salaries of £21,582 a year, the rule
being that one man draws the salary and another does the work. The medical department includes
25 persons, from physicians extraordinary to chemists and druggists, all to keep the royal body in
good health, while 36 chaplains in ordinary and 9 priests in ordinary minister to the royal soul.
The Lord Chamberlain’s department includes a wearisome list of offices, among which, all
jumbled up with the examiner of plays, the poet laureate anduthrey®r of pictures, are the
bargemaster, the keeper of the swans, and the keeper of the jewels in the Tower. The most
curious office under the head of the Royal Hunt is that of hereditary grand falconer, held by the
duke of St. Albans at a salary of £1,200 a year. Probably the Duke does not know the difference
between a falcon and a penquin, and never intends to find out. Sin@edession Queen
Victoria has abolished many useless offices, thereby making a considerable saving, all of which
goes into her capacious privy purse.

“Having thus generously provided for the queen, the British nation had to give her husband
something. Prince Albert receivé®0,000 a year by special vote, besides £6,000 a year as field
marshal, £2,933 a year as Colonel of two regiments, £1,120 a year as Governor of Windsor
Castle, and £1,500 as Ranger of Windsor and the Home Parks. Altogether the Queen’s husband
cost the nation £790,000 during his 21 years of married life, and begat a lanitye téa be
quartered on the nation. Next comes the Empress Augusta of Germany, who draws £8,000 a
year, besides having a dowry of £40,000 and £5,000 for wedding preparations. But this liberal
allowance is not enough to pay her fare to England to see her mother, for on everycasano

£40 is paid for her passage. When the Prince of Wataged his majority he received a little
matter of£601,721 as a birthday gift, this being the amount ofatmumulated revenues of the
Duchy of Cornwall up to that period. Since that time he kasived an average 661,232 a

year from the Duchy. The nation has also spent £44,651 on repairs to Marlborough House, the
Prince’s town residence, since 1871; pays him £1,350 a year as Colonel of the Tenth Hussars;
gave him £23,450
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to pay his marriage expenses; allows his wife £10,000 a year, and gave him £60,000 for spending
money on his visit to India in 1875. Altogether he has drawn £2,452,200 (over $12,000,000) from
John Bull's pocketbook up to ten years ago and has been drawing regularly ever since.

“Now for the younger sons and daughters. Princess Adiceived£30,000 on her marriage in

1862, and an annuity of £6,000 until hexath in1878. The Duke of Edinburgh was granted
£15,000 a year on coming of age in 1866, and an additional £10,000 a year on his marriage in
1874, besides £6,883 for wedding expenses and repairs to his house. This is what he gets for
doing nothing but being a Prince. By work as a captain, aet/las an admiral in the wg he

has earned £15,000. Princess Helena, on her marriage to Prince Christian, of Schleswig-Holstein,
in 1866, eceived a dowry 0£30,000 and a grant of £7,000 a year for life, while her husband
receives£500 a year as Ranger of Windsor Home Park. The Princess Leo&aed the same

favors as her sister Helena. The Duke of Connaught began life in 1871 with £15,000 a year from
the nation and this was increased to £25,000 on his marriage, in 1879. He now holds the
command of the Bombay army, with £6,600 a year and valuable perquisites. The Duke of Albany
was granted £15,000 a year in 1874, the amount being increased to £25,000 on his marriage in
1882, and his widowerceives£6,000 a year. Thdl-fated Duke was the genius of thenfdy;

and, if he had been an ordinary citizen with average opportunities, could have earned a
comfortable living as a barrister, for he was an orator. The Princessid® on her marriage
received the usual dowry d30,000 and an annuity of £6,000. Thus the nation, from the
Queen’s accession up to the end. 886, had paid £4,766,083 for the luxury of a Prince Consort,

five Princesses, and four Princes, leaving outaotount special pocket fares, rent-free
residences and exemption from taxes.

“But this is not all. The nation has not only to support the Queen’s descendants but her cousins
and uncles and aunts. | will only m¥d the amounts these royal pensioners hageived since
1837. Leopold I., King of the Belgians, simply because he married the Queen’s aunt,
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received£50,000 a year until hisedth, in 1865, a total of £1,400,000 during the present reign.
However, he had some sense of decefarywhen he bcame the King of the Belgians 1834,

he had his pension paid over to trustees, stipulating fonlgnnuities to his servants and the
keeping up of Claremont House, and when he died the whole amount was repaid into the
Exchequer. Not so the King of Hanover, an uncle of the Queen. He took all he could get, which,
from 1837 to 1851 amounted at £21,000 a year to £294,000. Queen Adelaide, widdirawf W

IV., drew £100,000 a year for 12 years, or £1,200,000 in all. The Queen’s mother the Duchess of
Kent, received30,000 a year from her daughtesiscession to her death, a totalf3720,000.

The Duke of Sussex, another uncle, rece@#8,000 a year for six years, a total of £108,000.

The Duke of Cambridge, uncle No. 7, absorbed £24,000 a year, or £312,000 in all, while his
widow, who still lives, haseaceived£6,000 a year since hisedth, or £222,000 in all. The
Princess Augusta, another aunt, had about £18,000 in all. The landgravine of Hesse, aunt No. 3,
secured about £35,000. The Duchess of Gloucester, aunt No. 4, got away with £14,000 a year,
for 20 years, or £280,000 in all. The Princess Sophilaasbther aunt, eceived£167,000, and

the last aunt, Princess Sophia of Gloucestecenof Georgédll., received£7,000 a year for 7

years, or £49,000. Then the Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, the Queen’s cousin, was paid £1,788
a year for 23 years of her reign, or £42,124.

“The Duke of Cambridge, as Commander-in-chief of the British army, with pensions, salary as
Commander-in-chief, colonelcies of several regiments and rangership of several parks, large parts
of which he has transformed into pate game preserves, has receid®25,000 of public
money. His sister the Duchess of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Besived£132,000, and his second
sister, “Fat Mary,” Duchess of Teck, has taken £153,000. This makes a grand total of £4,357,124
which the nation has paid for the support of the Queen’s uncles, aunts and cousins during her
reign.

“Besides the amounts given in the Queen’s Civil List, the original cost and the cost of
maintenance of the four royal yachts is included in the navy estimates, although
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legitimately part of the expense miyalty. The original cost was £275,528, and the total cost of
maintenance and pay, of allowances and victualling of the toeten years was £346,560, a
total of £622,088 for this single item.

“To sum up, the Queen’s numerous uncles, aunts and cousins have cost £4,357,124; her husband,
her sons and her daughters, £4,766,083; herself and her household, £19,838,679; and her yachts
£622,088. This makes a total of £29,583,974 [nearly one hundred arwiifiitty dollars] which

the British nation has spent on monarchy during the present reign. [To the year 1888.] Is the
game worth the candle? This is a pretty steep price tofgragtablity, for it means that the

people are taxed to the limit of their powers to keep in idleness a number of persons who would
do more good to the country if they were earning an honest living.”

The spectacularoronation of the Czar of Russia was a marikestration ofroyal extravagance,
designed, as are all the flaunting plumes of royalty, to impress the masses of the people with the
idea that their rulers are so far above them in glory and dignity as to be worthy of their worship
as superior beings, and their most abject and servile obedience. It is said that the great display of
royalty on this occasion cost $25,000,000.

Upon this extravagance, so in contrast with thetelred onditions of its peasamhillions, with
whose miseries the whole world became so well acquaniteidg the famine of 1893, we
extract from the comments of an English jouriidle Spectatgras follows:

“It is difficult to study theaccounts of the preparations for the Russian coronation, which read as

if they ought to be printed in gold upon purple silk, without a sensation of disgust, more
especially if we read at the same time the descriptions of the massacres of Armenians whom the
Russians have refused to protecthaligh they had the power. We can, with an effort, call up

the marvelous scene presented in Moscow, with its Asiatic architecture and gleapulas cits

streets full of gorgeous European uniforms and



87
Babylon Arraigned.

more gorgeous Asiatic dresses, white Princes in red, yellow Princes in blue, brown Princes in
cloth of gold, the rulers of tribes from the far East, thetédor of China, and therown Japanese
General before whom that @ator has fallerprone, side by side with members of all reigning
Houses in Europe, and represdives of allknown Churches except the Mormon, of all the
peoples who obey the Czar—there are, we believe, eighty of them—and of every army in the
West, all moving amidst regiments endless in number and varieties of uniform, and through
millions of humble fdk—half Asiatic, half European—#ed with excitement and with devotion

to their earthly lord. We can antiafe the roar of the endless crowds, tiherases of the
multitudinous monks, the salvoes of ilety, which are repatedfrom dation to station till
throughout the whole north of the world, from Riga to Vladivostock, all men hear at the same
moment of time that the Czar has placed the cropon his head. The Englishman studies it all

as he would study a poem by Moore, and finds it at once gorgeous and sickly. Is not this too
grandiose for grandeur? Is it not rather of the opera than of life? Is there not something like guilt,
in an Empire like Russia, with its miliongpon millions of suffering people, in the gigantic
expenditure which produces these purple@g? Fivamillions sterlingfor a ceremonial! Is there

a principle upon which an expenditure like that can even be plausibly justified? Is it not the waste
of a Belshazzar, the display of an almost insane pride, a pouring out of treasure as Oriental kings
sometimes pour it out, solely to excite an emotion of glory in one ateersnind? Nothing could
induce an Englishman to vote such a sum for such atwlgnd England could spare the money

at least ten times as readily as Russia.

“Yet it may be feared that those who rule Russia are wise in their generation, and that this
reckless outlay of energy and treasure secures a result which, from their point of view, is an
adequate reirn. The obgct is to deepen the Russian impression that the position of the Czar is in
some way supra-natural, that his resources afiengless as his power, that he stands in some
special relation to the Divine, that his coronation is a consecration so solemn and
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with such meaning for mankind that no external display to make it visible can be excessive, that
mankind may be summoned to gaze without derogation, that the momentary haslkefyhich

has been so carefully spread throughout the Northern world is caused not by order but by
expectation of an adequate event. And the ruling Russians believe that the result is attained, and
that the impression of the coronation equals throughout the Empire the impression of a victory
which would cost as much in money and much more in tears. They repeat the ceremonial on
every devolution of the throne, with an ever-increasing splendor and vastness of design,
corresponding to the increase of Russian position, marked just now, as they think, by the sullen
retrogression of Japan, by the submissiveness of China and by the crawling servility of the ruler
of Constantinople. They even believe that the coronation increases their master’'s prestige in
Europe, that the grandeur of his Empire, the multitude of his soldiers, his possession of all the
resources of civilization as well as of all theawses of a barbaric Power, is borne more closely
home to the collective mind of the West, and increases the dislike which is there to face the great
Northern Power. In Berlin, there is, they think, a deeper shiver at the thought of invasion, in Paris
more exultation as men remember thiiaAce, in London a longer pause as héatesmen
meditate, as they are always meditating, how next the march of the glacier may be stayed or
turned aside. Can any one assert with confidence that they are wholly wrong, or that for a year
the diplomacy of Russia will not be bolder in consequence of the national festival, the resistance
of those who resist more timicebause they have seen, at least with their mental eyes, a scene
which might perhaps, if brevity were sought, be best described as the review of an Empire held
within the walls of its capital, or the march past of Northern Europe and Asia in honor of its
Commander-in-Chief?

“It may be misleading, but of this we feel assured, that scenes like that presented at this
coronation form one of the risks of the world. They must tend to demoralize its most powerful
man. Of the present Czar no one knows anything, except, says one who was thrown
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into close contact with him, that he is ‘a man of deep emotional feeling;’ but he must be more
than the ordinary mass, if he, a descendant of Alexander | who signecdettg ofTilsit, can

feel himself for days the center of that coronation scene, camacin be worshiped as if he
reigned in Nineveh, without dreaming dreams; and king’'s dreams are usually of dominion. There
is an intoxication of nak, we take it, as well as an intoation of power, and the man on whom
every eye is fixed, and before whom all princes seem small, must be of aéenpénd indeed if

he does not at moments swell with the conviction that he is first among mankind. The rulers of
Russia may yet find that, though in raising their Czars so high they have strengthened loyalty and
deepened obedience, they have dissolved the power of self-restraint which iscéssany
defense of the mind.”

But the fact that these rulers of so-cal@bristian Kingdoms are as a whole devoid of true
Christian sentiments are as a whole devoid of true Christian sentiments and lacking in even
human sympathy is abundantly proved by thet that, while wealth is squandered like water in

the support of royalty and its vain pomp and show, and wihillens of soldiers and sailors, and

a most marvelous military armament are at their conainthey heard unmoved the cries of the
poor Armenian Christians, whom the Turks were torturing alidgkby the tens of housands.

The wonderful armies evidently are not organized for humanity’s sake, but for the merely selfish
purposes of the political and financial rulers of the world; viz., to grasp territory, tecpro
interests of bondholders, and to fly @ach other’s Hroats, inflamed with murderous spite,
whenever a good opportunity is seen to enlarge their empires or to increase their wealth.

In marked contrast with this royal extravagance which prevails, to some extent in every country
where a royal family is maintained,Tiie Enormous Indebtedness of European Countries
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“The Economiste Francaipublished an elaborate article, by M. Reneu8h, on the Public

Debt of France. The most usual estimate of the capital of the debt is sai$@ptd6,000,000.

The most moderate estimates place it arf@lions lower. M. Paul Leoy-Beaulieu figures it at
$6,343,573,630. The result of M. Stourm’s comtapion is a total 0f$5,900,800,000 with the
qualification, however, that he has dted $432,000,000 of life annuities, which other
economists have treated as part of the capital of the debt.nFualacharge for interest and
sinking fund, on the entire debt, including the life annuities, is $258,167,083. Of the funded debt
$2,900,000,000 are perpetual 3 per cents, $1,357,600,000 perpetual four and a half per cents,
and $967,906,200 redeemable bonds of various descriptions. Annuities to divers companies and
corporations of $477,400,000, and $200,000,000 of floating debt, make up the balance of M.
Stourm’s total. This is by far the heaviest burden borne by any nation on the globe. The nearest
approach to it is the debt of Russia, whichtatesd at$3,605,600,000. England is next, with
$3,565,800,000, and Italy next, with $2,226,200,000. The debt of Austria is $1,857,600,000, and
of Hungary $635,600,000. Spain owes $1,208,400,000, and Prussia $962,800,000. These are the
figures of M. Stourm. None of these nations, excepting England and Prussia, raise sufficient
revenue to guarantee a permanentilbgum of the budget, but France is the most heavily
burdened of them all, and the increase of her debt has been the most rapi@aetiheast and

is the most threatening of the future.

“In conclusion M. Stourm says: ‘We refrain from divg upon the afflicting reictions which

the result of our labor awakens. Underatdver aspect we regard these 29riilRards, whether

in comparison with the debts of other countries or with our own debt of ten or twenty years ago,
they appear like a summit ahknown height, surpassing tlmit which any people of the world,

at any epoch, have suppos#thinable. The Eiffel Tower iWbe their veritable ounterpart; we
dominateour neighbors’ and our history with the height of our debt,...in the presence of which it
is time that our country felt patriotic fright.™
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The London Telegrapbnce published the following resume of the national financial outlook:

“Impecuniosity hangs like a dark and almost universal cloud over the nations of ETlirops.

are very bad for the Powers all round, but worst of all for the small ones. There is hardly a nation
on the Continent whose balancesstfor the departed year does not present a gloomy outlook;
while many of them are mere confessions of bankruptcy. Careful reports upon the financial
conditions of the varioust&es exhibit a struggle in the several exchequers to make two ends
meet which has never been so general. The state of things is indeed almost worldrwiidee

look outside our own Continent, the Unite@t®s on one mmal, and India and Japan, with their
neighbors, on the other, have felt the prevalent pinch...

“The Great Rpublic is too vast and resourceful to die of her financial maladies; though even she

is very sick. Great Britain,ob, has a deficit toalce in the comingdudget, and has sustained
costly, perhaps irreparable, losses by the mad business of the coal strike. France, like ourselves
and America, is one of the countries which cannot well be imagined insolvent, so rich is her soil
and so industrious are her people. Her revenue, however, manifests frequent deficits; her national
debt has assumed stupendous proportions, and the burden of her Army and Navy well-nigh
crushes the industry of the land. Germany must also heemwin the catewy of Powers too

solid and too strong to suffer more than temporary eclipse. Yet during the past year it is
computed that she has lost £25,000,000 sterling, which represents about half the national savings.
Much of this loss has been due to German investments in the stocks of Portugal, Greece, South
America, Mexico, Italy and Servia; while Germany has also sharply felt the confusion in the
silver market. The burden of her armeelape weighsipon her people with a crushing load.
Among the Powers which we are grouping together as naturally solvent, it is striking to find that
Austria-Hungary has the best and happiest account to give...

“When we turn aside from thisemt goup and cast our eyes on ltaly, there is an example of a
‘Great Power’ well-nigh beggared by her greatness. Year by year her revenue
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drops and her expenditures increase. Six years ago the value of Italy’s external commerce was
2,600,000,000 francs; now it has fallen to 2,100,000,000. She must pay £30,000,000 sterling as
interest on her public debt, besides a premium for the gaddssary. Her securities are a drug in

the market; hemprodigious issue of bank notes has put silver and gold at fancy prices. Her
population is plunged in date ofpoverty and helplessness almost unimaginable here, and when
her new Ministers invent fresh taxes sanguinary riots break out.

“As for Russia, her financiaktaements arehsouded in such mystery that none can speak of
them with confidene; but there is little reason toubt that only the bigness of the Czar’s
empire keeps it from becoming bankrupt. The population has been squeezed until almost the last
drop of the life-blood of industry is exttted. The most reckless and remorseless Financial
Minister scarcely dares to give the screw of taxation another half-turn.

“A moderate and accurate native laarity writes about the situation in Russia in the following
words:

“‘Every copeck which the peasant contrives to earn is spent, not in putting his affairs in order,
but in paying up arrears in taxes...The money paid by the peasant population in the guise of taxes
amounts to from two-thirds to three-fourths of the gross income of the land, including their own
extra work as farm laborers.” The apparent good credit of the government is sustained by
artificial means. Close observers look for a crash alike in the social and financial arches of the
empire. Here, too, the stupendous incubus of the areeckepof Erope helps largely to paralyze
commerce and agriculture. The example of Portugal lies outside our purview; for, though the
once famous kingdom if a defaulter, her unfostienposition is certainly not due tuilitary
ambition or to feverish expenditures. Greece, howevdmadh insignificant among the Powers

with her population of twanillions, &fords a glaring instance of the ruin to which financial
extravagance and inflated desigrib lring a naton. The ‘geat idea’ has been the curse of little
Greece, and we have recently seen her driven to shirk the load pathier debt by an act of
absolute dishonesty, only partially suspended in face of
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the protests of Europe. The money wasted on her ‘Army and Navy’ might as well have been
thrown into the sea. Politics have become with her a diseasetimgf her best and most capable
public men. With a common people too educateddrkywniversity students more plentiful than
bricklayers; public debts and private debts whmaolbody ever means to pay; a sham Army and
Navy, eating uglunds; dishonesty made a principle in politics; and secret plans which must either
mean more loans or a corrupt and perilous bargain with Russia—these thingsteimr
contemporary Greece.

“Looking the Continent all round, therefore, it cannot be denied thatdteedf things as regards

the welfare of the people and the national balance-sheets is sorely unsayisfattourse one

chief and obvious reason for this is that armexhge which weighsipon Europe like a
nightmare, and has turned the whole Continent into a standing camp. Look at Germany alone!
That serious and sober Empire! The Army Budget rose there from £17,500,000 sterling in 1880
to £28,500,000 in 1893. The increase under the new Army Defense Act adds £3,000,000 sterling
a year to the colossal mass of Germany’s defensive armor.

“France has strained her strength to the same point of ptxioollapse to match her mighty

rival. It is needless to point out the terrible part which these war insurances bear in the present
popular distress of Europe. Not merely do they alostrom profits and earnings the vast sums
which buy powder and shot and build barracks, but they take from the ranks of industry at the
commencement of their manly force millionsymung workmen, who are also lost for the same
periods to the family and the néorcement of populations. The world has not yet invented a
better clearing-house for the international cheques than the ghastly and costly Temple of war.”

But notwithstanding the heavy indebtedness and financial embarrassment of the nations, it is
estimated by able statisticians that the actual costurode of the various army and navy
budgets, the maintenance of garrisons and the l