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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purposes, It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers muy regu-
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth. It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as tho
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured, It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men, It does mot as-
sume & dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in confroversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he guve his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting fiom amongst men the members of lus chuich,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow ir the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the mame and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘secd of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
hag returned and is mow present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him,

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.
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MIDWINTER SERVICE WEEK
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 8

The Lord has been pleased to reveal to hig people that a wit-
ness must be given regarding his purpose to vindicate his name
and establish a kingdom of righteousness upon the earth and
that this must be done speedily.

In accordance with this expressed will of Jehovah the
Society has arranged the midwinter service week commencing
January 31 and ending February 8. We know that all the
anointed will rejoice in this privilege of honoring the name of
Jehovah. By that time the new 1931 prices will be in effect;
and with the substantial reduction made in all the bound books,
many homes will be able to take the message in that form that
could not do so before. The new WATCHTOWER radio programs
will have been on the air over a month and will have coveied
large sections of the country which were ngver covered before
by the wATCHTOWER program, The Lord showed his approval
on this branch of the service by enabling his people to have
152 stations participate in its inauguration. Undoubtedly tle
Lord’s object in this was to prepare the field for the workerc.
Let oach one recognize, therefore, that the Lord is going on be-
fore and that this midwinter drive will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to ‘“speed’’ the work of magnifying the name of Jehovah,

SERVICE CONYENTIONS
(I each instance class service direcior’s name and address appear.)

Richmond, Va, Jan. 14
Russcll R. Miller, 3023 Haynes Av,
Columbus, Ohio Jan. 14

J. A. Nixon, 642 Jenkins Av,
Colored: Oscar Newby, 1607 Pembroke Av,
Greek: Paul Sicaras, 22 N. Front St.
Hungarian: Kalman Furolyas, 317 Barthman Av.
Greensboro, N. C. Jan, 9-11
G. T. McLamb, 203 Westover Terrace
Chattanooga, Tenn. Jan, 16-18
R. M, Smith, 516 National Av.
Colored: Wm, Kyle, 1810 Citico Av,
Jacksonville, Fla.
Fred L. Boyer, 1929 Pearl St.
Colored: A. W. Perry, 1618 Jefferson
Indianapolis, Ind.
O. IH. Hackemeyer, 4219 Carrollton Av.
Colored: Benjamin Bonner, 551 Hiawatha
Hungarian: Charles Kerekesh, 723 Concord St,
Miami, Fla, Jan. 30-Feb. 1
P. M. Perfect, 766 8. W. 2d St.
Louisville, Ky. Jan. 30-Feb. 1
Emil Hammerschmidt, 117 State St.
Colored: Humphrey Smith, 2330 Green Alley
Tampa, Fla.
John C. Foster, 216 Cass St., Ste. 6
Kansas City, Mo,
F. T. Hoeck, 4510 Pennsylvania
New Orleans, La.
Joseph L. Gundermann, 317 8. Telemachus St.
Colored: Jas. Faw, 1603 Joliet St.

Jan, 23-25

Jan, 23-25

Feb., 6-8

Feb. 13-15

Feb. 6-8 A
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No. 1

PRESERVATION OF THE UNSELFISH

‘““Jehovah preserveth all them who love him.”’—Ps.145: 20, Roth.

EHOVAH is just; therefore he is always right
J and righteous. There is no exception to this rule.
This fact once firmly fixed in the mind of the crea-
ture, he is better equipped to steadfastly maintain his
integrity.

2 Jehovah is wise, and could never make a mistake.
Knowing this fact enables the creature to learn wis-
dom. Jehovah is unselfish; therefore he is love. Know-
ing this fact enables the creature to love. Jehovah is
the source of all life and has unselfishly made pro-
vision for his creatures to have life. Because of his
unselfishness he made provision for them to have
life through his beloved Son Christ Jesus. There is
no other way of getting life everlasting. Those who
do not get life in that way must perish. Knowing
this fact enables the ereature to look to God, through
Christ, and live.

8 Jehovah is all-powerful and his power is always
cxercised for good. He is the great Preserver who
has made provision for the preservation of his crea-
tures who comply with his unchangeable rules. The
sum total of the rules of Jehovah is love; ‘‘therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law.’”’ (Rom. 13: 10) Knowl-
edge of this fact discloses the vital necessity of aseer-
taining what is love. Those who love God he will
protect and save.

THE ISSUE

¢ Those who recceive benefits from the Bible are
chiefly the creatures on earth who have been called
to the kingdom and who have responded joyfully to
that call. These are the ones who first learn the reason
why God has made and announced the rule that he
will preserve all who love him. That reason is summed
up in these words, to wit: For the vindication of Je-
hovah’s word and name, The salvation and preserva-
tion of his creatures is a sccondary matter.

® God ecrcated the carth for man and then made
man to inhabit the carth. There was at least an im-
plied agreement or eovenant that man must ever be
obedient to God. Such was the condition by which man
would eontinue to live everlastingly. God always faith-
fully performs his covenant. If man should keep in-
violate his side of the covenant, then the worship by
the ereaturec would always be given to the Creator.

3

Lucifer coveted this worship for himself; hence he
set about to induce man to break the covenant. Doing
this, Lucifer (who is now called Satan) challenged
God to put a creature on earth who would steadfastly
hold his integrity when put to the test. Satan there-
fore put in issue the word and power of God and
which of course involved the name of Jehovah. In
addition thereto Satan plainly told Eve that God is a
liar. From then till now the question at issue was and
is, Who tells the truth, and who is a liar?

¢If God fails to put a creature on the earth who
will constantly maintain his integrity, then the issue
must be decided against Jehovah. If God puts a crea-
ture or ereatures on the earth who under all conditions
hold fast their integrity, then the issue is decided
against Satan and Satan is proved a liar and God’s
words are proven true.

" The all-powerful God could create a creature in
such manner that he would be compelled to ebey
whether he tried to do so or not; but that would not
vindicate God’s name, because the freedom of aection
of the creature would be ignored and the opportunity
of Satan to show his lawlessness would be limited.
The supreme power of God would thus be demonstrat-
ed, but the faet would remain that the erecature had
not maintained his own integrity. God lays down the
rule that love must be the inducing cause for the erea-
tnre to hold fast his integrity and that all who are
thus moved to action and faithfulness he will preserve.

8 Jesus championed the word and name of Jehovah.
It is written of him that ‘he was the delight of his
Father’; therefore he must have always loved his
Father and was unselfishly moved to aetion to the
honor of his Father., (Prov. 8:30) Jesus was willing
and glad to be changed from spirit to human, and as
a perfect man on carth proved that his Father’s word
is true and that his name is worthy of everlasting
praise, That he voluntarily submitted himself to his
Father to this end, and was not compelled to do so, is
shown by the words written of and concerning Jesus,
to wit: ¢ Thou lovest rightcousness, and hatest wicked-
ness; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee wit
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”” (Ps. 45:7) T
“‘I delight to do thy will, O my God.”’—DPs, 40: 8, (o)
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¢ Because of his unselfish devotion to righteousness,
and his hatred of wickedness or lawlessness, Jesus was
appointed by Jehovah to the highest position in the
universal organization of God. He was entrusted with
the task of proving that man can hold fast his in-
tegrity to God under the most severe test, and in this
he fully succeeded. His faithfulness unto death pro-
vided the ransom price for fallen man, and his exalta.
tion to heaven opened the way for other ereatures to
follow in his steps; but this was not the moving cause
on his part. That which moved Jesus to the course of
action taken by him was his love for Jehovah, and
that which moved Jehovah to preserve and exalt
Jesus was pure unselfishness.

THE TRUTH

10 When Jesus began his part of the covenant Je-
hovah had made with him he opened his campaign
of preaching the truth, What is truth? Whatsoever
Jehovah says is truth. Jesus gave answer when he
said: ““Thy word is truth.”’ (John 17:17) Whatso-
ever Satan or any other creature says contradictory
to the word of God is a lie. Jesus said that Satan was
a liar from the beginning and there was no truth in
him. (John 8:44) Therefore Jesus put himself square-
ly on Jehovah’s side of the great question at issue
and defied Satan the liar and all of the agenecies he
uses. The truth, therefore, is the great issue, because
this involves the word and name of Jehovah,

11 Seeing the issue and the position Jesus took and
maintained, we can easily see why he said: “‘1ly
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.”” (John
T:16) Otherwise stated, the truth is what God says;
the truth is not the product of man. If any man has
the truth and speaks it he got it from God. To give
man honor for the truth is to push God into the corncr,
Furthermore Jesus said: ‘‘He [my Father] that sent
me is true.”’ ‘“The word which ye hear is not mine,
but the Father’s which sent me.”’—John 8:26; 14: 24,

12 Jesus continued to impress upon his hearers that
Jdehovah his Father always speaks the truth and that
he, Jesus, had come to the earth to bear witness to the
truth. He made this the most important part of his
mission. He emphasized this when he said: ‘‘To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.”
(John 18:37) No one could possibly have any doubt
es to where Jesus stood. He was for the truth under
all conditions, and therefore always on the side of his
Father; and he was there because he loved his Father.

13 The positive course of righteousness taken by Je-
sus drew upon his head the constant fire of the enemy
Satan. That, however, did not at all deter Jesus from
continuing in the way of righteousness and in his un-
qualified devotion to Jehovah. He fearlessly and bold-
ly continued to preach the truth to those who would
hear. Throughout the entire period of his ministry

BROGOKLYN, N. Y.

he was persccuted by Satan, and Satan at all times
sought to kill Jesus,

14 Satan turned the people of Israel against Jesus;
hence it is written that he came to his own and his
own received him not. The leaders of Israel, who
claimed to be servants of God, were employed by Satan
to persecute Jesus even unto death. He saw the people
about him defaming his Father’s name and aligning
themselves on the side of Satan the liar, and for this
reason Jesus suffered much. He was driven from the
synagogues and denounced in the public places, haled
into the courts and falsely charged with crime, un-
justly convicted and wickedly put to death. God
could have prevented him from thus suffering, to be
sure. He could have restrained the forces of wicked-
ness about him, but the fact that he did not do so is
proof that God would permit Satan to prove his threat
and challenge and would afford Jesus the opportunity
to prove that men can maintain their integrity under all
conditions and that Satan is a liar and God is true.

15 What was the indueing cause or motive for Jesus’
holding fast his integrity under these most severe
trials? Was it that he might be rewarded with the
high place of King and Chief in God’s great organ-
ization? That was not it at all. It was because he
loved his Father. He loved righteousness and hated
wickedness, and his Father stood and forever stands
for righteousness. The wicked one had put at issue his
Father’s word and name, and Jesus delichted to take
his stand on the side of his righteous Father. God’s
righteous law was written in his heart and he delighted
in doing that which would honor his Father's name.
(Ps. 40:8) That he did not endure persecution and
suffering that he might receive some new glory is con-
clusively proven by his words at the end: ‘‘Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory
which I had with thee before the world was.’”’ (John
17:5) To this the apostle adds concerning Jesus: *“Who
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame.”” The joy set before Jesus was
the fact that some day in God’s due time he would
have an opportunity to vindicate his Father’s word
and name.

18 Jesus did not spend three and a half years in his
ministry to develop a character, That time was allotted
to him and spent by him to proclaim his Father’s
word of truth and to prove that his Father is right
and his name worthy of all praise, and in these he
was prompted to act because of his unselfish devotion
to his Father. Because of the love of Jesus for his
Father, and the proof of that unselfishness by faithful
devotion under the most severe test, God preserved
his existence and raised him up to the highest position
in his organization and gave him a name ahove all
creation.,

OTHERS INVOLVED

1 These things are here stated concerning Jesus be-
cause they clearly define the rule that Jehovah has P
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wade to govern his ereatures who shall receive his
tavor and hold it. The nation of Israel had the favor
of God, but because of selfishness and unfaithfulness,
all, with the exception of a few, fell away to the enemy.
With the little remnant of Israel the Lord organized
his ehurch, and caused his faithful disciples to pro-
elaim the truth to others that they might take their
stand on the side of righteousness. From Pentecost
forward men heard the message of truth and many
came to the Lord. The inducing eause of their coming
was not the same with all. The writings of the apos-
tles show that selfishness was manifested in the early
church and that the selfish walked for a while in the
light and then fell away, A smaller number held fast
together and steadfastly held their integrity. What
was the motive that induced these men to remain
faithful and true? The apostle answers: ‘‘ The love of
Christ [the anointed] constraineth us.”’ (2 Cor. 5: 14)
Not the love for Christ, but the love of Christ or love
similar to that of Christ, was the inducing cause and
is yet the inducing cause for one to hold fast his in-
tegrity and to firmly remain on the Lord’s side. The
love of Christ is an unselfish devotion to God, and that
like devotion the apostle says was then holding his
brethren on the Lord’s side. That must be true with
reference to all who remain faithful.

18 F'rom the passing of the apostles from the earthly
stage of action until the manifestation of the second
presence of Christ there must have been a small num-
ber who were really devoted to God. Approximately
A. D. 1879 Christ Jesus began the work of preparing
the way before Jehovah; and that work progressed
until 1918, when the Lord suddenly came to his tem-
ple. (Mal. 3: 1) In that period of time the fundamental
truths were gradually restored to the faithful, and
these truths were preached by them to others. Many
heard the truth and embraced it gladly. The facts
now made known, however, show that the major num-
ber of those who in that period of time received a
mental econception of the truth received it in a selfish
manner and not with a pure and unselfish motive. To
such present truth was the best religion about which
they had ever heard. It diselosed that God does not
have a place of eternal torment and that what had been
tanght eoncerning such place of torture was wholly
the Devil’s lie and that therefore neither the recipient
of the truth nor any one else would have to go to
such place. It was a great relief of mind to know that
they would escape the so-called ‘‘tortures of hell”’,

1 Then the heavenly prize was seen in a measure
mmd many looked forward with great expeetancy to
heing in heaven by reason of having been called to
that heavenly place and responding to the call. Fre-
tfjuently one would remark like this: ‘If only I can get
to heaven I shall be satisfied. I shall be glad to even
get in by the back door.” It is easy to sce that self

preservation and sclf blessing and honor and cxalta.
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tion was the chief inducing cause or motive for such
receiving and serving the truth.

0 Still others were frequently heard to say: ‘How
marvelous it will be to go to heaven. I am in possession
of a clear knowlege of the truth and I have developed
a character more nearly perfect than many others and
therefore God will take me to heaven to help rule the
world.” These did not receive the love of the truth.
Subsequent facts show that some in that period of
time did receive the love of the truth. Their motive
or moving cause to action was unselfish.

TIME OF JUDGMENT

%1 The words of the psalmist, ‘‘Jehovah preserveth
all them who love him,’’ constitute the text for the year
1931 and will be more appreciated because the church
now has a clearer vision of its meaning than hereto-
fore. It is true that the text announces a universal
law of Jehovah, but it is also certain that its particu-
lar application could not be until the coming of the
Lord to his temple. It is then that judgment began,
and that judgment must begin with those who have
responded to the call to the house of God. (Ps. 11:4;
1 Pet. 4:17; Mal. 3:1-4) It is then that the ‘“Wicked "’
isrevealed and that the ‘‘ faithful servant’’ is also made
manifest. Now Jehovah, true to his promise, discloses
to the faithful the former things that have come to
pass in fulfilment of prophecy, and now he diseloses
new things unto them, and before these spring forth
lie makes known the meaning thereof to the faithful.
(Isa. 42:9) To those whose motives are right these
truths call forth more intense devotion to Jehovah
and induce them to sing unto the Lord the new song
of praise.

LOVE

22 What is love? Love is the full and complete éx-
pression of unselfishness. Of the Most High it is writ-
ten: ““God is love.”” There is not one act of God dis-
closed by the Scriptures that is at all selfish. Every-
thing he does is unselfishly done. No creature could
bring any profit to Jehovah, and therefore self-gain
is an impossibility as an indueing cause of action with
Jchovah, The complete expression of unselfishness is
therefore the Seriptural definition of love.

#3The primary commandment of the law, which
God gave to Israel, and which Jesus restated, is, ‘‘Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”’ (Matt,
22:37) The ‘‘heart’’ is that part of the ereaturc
wherein resides the motive or inducing cause for
action; henee it is said to be the seat of love and aftce-
tion. The ‘‘soul’’ stands for the entire creature, every
part thereof; while the ‘“mind’’ is that part of a
creature used to search out the truth of the Seriptures
and to consider this together with the facts, arrive atA

a conclusion, and ascertain the will of God. All these T

faculties must be devoted to Jehovah by one who loves Q
him. The unselfish devotion to God leads the creature P
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to joyfully do the will of Jehovah, having in mind
that it is his duty and privilege thus to honor the
great Creator, from whom all good things proceed.
Love is not a sentimentality nor an emotion, but is an
unfaltering and unselfish devotion of the creaturc to
the Creator.

2¢ The fact that God’s primary commandment is
that his creature shall love him, does not this
show that God is selfish? may be asked. Not in the
slightest. God gave life to man with the privilege of
retaining it upon condition of full obedience. Satan
used his power to induce man to give his allegiance
and devotion and honor to Satan, thus turning
man away from God and thereby depriving man of
life and the right thereto. God is the only source of
life. For man’s own good, therefore, God commanded
man to love him, that man might save himself from
the wicked one and from the fate of the wicked. Satan
is man’s worst enemy-even as he is God’s enemy. God
is man’s best friend and therefore it is for man’s wel-
fare that he devotes himself unselfishly to God. Obedi-
ence to the first great commandment means the full,
complete and unselfish devotion of the creature to his
best friend, and results in his eternal welfare, happi-
ness and life. The commandment was therefore wholly
unselfishly given.

25 ¢“Sanctification’’ means to be wholly and com-
pletely set aside or apart for a specific purpose. The
prayer of Jesus in behalf of his eleven faithful dis.
ciples was: ‘‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth.”’ (John 17:17) The petition of Jesus
was that these faithful men should be wholly and
completely devoted to God and his service, and that
this should be done by and through the truth. That
would mean that they must receive a knowledge or
mental conception of the truth and that in addition
thereto they must receive the love of the truth. This
would be proven by their full and complete devotion
to the truth because the truth is God’s Word. That
would mean that they would be wholly on God’s side
because everything hLe says is the truth.

26 The Apostle Paul, addressing the church, speaks
of those who come into judgment in the last days be-
cause they received not the love of the truth. (2 Thess.
2:10) What is meant by recciving the love of the
truth? Clearly the meaning is that one rececives the
truth and devotes himself wholly and unsclfishly to
the truth because the truth honors, magnifics and
vindicates God’s word and name. It follows, then, that
anyone who reccives a knowledze of the truth and who
uses that knowledge for a sclfish purpose does noi
receive the love of the truth. The one who receives
the love of the truth is sanetified by the truth., The
others are not.

27 The Scriptures disclose God’s purpose to redeem
and deliver mankind through the saerificial blood
of his beloved Son; also to seleet a small number from
amongst men who willingly and joyfully suffer with
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Christ Jesus and who shall reign with him; and that
Christ Jesus and these faithful ones with him shall
constitute the ‘‘elect servant’’ of God, his royal house,
the ready instrument to carry out God’s future pur-
poses. This is a statement of the truth.

28 But why should God carry his purpose into action
by this means? Many answer, The reason is, to keep
the Devil from getting mankind, and that God wants
to save as many as possible and take them to heaven
and to save others on the earth. Then, say they, we
sce that God is calling some to the high or heavenly
place and that by responding to that call one may be
taken to heaven and assist in ruling and restoring
the world. Those who see no further than this do not
appreciate God’s primary purpose in the redemption
and blessing of the human raece.

2% The primary purpose of God is to decide the
great issue to the vindication of his own word and
name and for the benefit of creation.

% The salvation of mankind and the salvation of
the church, and exalting the members thereof to glory,
is only secondary to the real primary purpose of God.

81 Those who are brought to a knowledge or mental
understanding of the truth eoncerning redemption,
the exaltation of the church, and the restoration of
the world, as revealed in the Bible, and then embrace
it that they may have some personal gain do not re-
ccive the love of the truth. Those who receive a knowl-
edge of the truth and then unselfishly devote them-
selves to God that they might have some small part
in vindicating his name and word receive not only
the truth, but also the love of the truth. These love
God because everything he says is truth. They love
righteousness and hate lawlessness because God is
wholly righteous, while Satan is iniquitous, wholly
wicked, and everything he says is a lie.

82 Those who receive the love of the truth take their
firm stand on the side of God regardless of what per-
sonal honer and glory may come to them. Such are
sanctified by the truth. As Jesus was content to be
restored to his former glory, so his faithful followers
are content to have whatsoever place God may see fit
to give them, Their great objective is to be on the
side of the Lord, to honor and magnify his name and
to do that which is pleasing to him.

JOY OF THE LORD

33 When the Lord appeared at his temple for jude-
ment he found two separate and distinet classes, both
of which had received a knowledge of the truth, and
only one of which had rcecived the love of the truth.
The selfish class had been looking forward to the com.
ing of the Lord and their own exaltation to heavenly
glory. They being selfish, their love of sclf was more
than their love to magnify Jehovah’s word and name.
Sinee coming to a knowledge of the truth they had

looked forward particularly to being with the Lord T

and reigning with him and enjoying the great dis- o)

tinetion and honor, and this hope they expeeted to be
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consummated in 1914, The year 1914 came and passed,
and 1918 came, and still their expected glory had not
materialized. This class the Lord collectively desig-
nates in his Word as the ‘‘evil servant’’ who ‘says in
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming’. This class in
mind concluded that the Lord has delayed his coming
to take them to heaven, and they became sour and
began to smite their brethren who were born of the
same mother covenant. Had this class, called the ‘‘evil
servant’’, received the love of the truth a different
attitude would have been manifested, and instead of
looking for some selfish glorification they would have
been waiting upon the Lord and looking after the
kingdom interests.

3 The other class the Lord collectively designates
as ‘“‘a faithful and wise servant’’, and whom upon
coming for examination he finds to be doing what
they can to magnify the Lord’s word and name. Those
going to make up this class have received the love of
the truth and are humbly doing what they ean to
look after the kingdom interests, and their desire is
to see the name of God exalted.

38 The words of Jesus spoken as a prophecy, and
which apply at the time of his coming to the tem-
ple, and now addressed to the ones who received the
love of the truth, are these:‘You have been faithful
over a few things [such as you saw to do], I will
make you ruler over many things; enter into the
joy of your lord.” The Lord expresses his plecasure in
these and brings them under the robe of righteous-
ness (thereby denoting their approval) and into the
temple, and reveals to them the meaning of his words,
“‘the joy of thy lord.”” Only those who have received
the love of the truth enter into the joy of the Lord
and can appreciate the meaning thereof. If one is
really in the joy of the Lord he loves God; and if he
continues in that attitude, faithful to the end, God
will preserve him aeccording to his promise.

2 Someone who is in the colporteur service remarks:
‘I find such great joy in going from house to house
with the books and placing them in the hands of the
people because I know that this knowledge will bring
relief and benecfit to the people; therefore I know I
am in the joy of the Lord.’ This is a misconception of
what constitutes ‘“the joy of the Lord’’. The one who
would thus remark would show that he has a good
feeling arising from the fact that he is doing good
to others, and he s doing good; but that does not
constitute ‘‘the joy of the Lord”’,

3t Jesus delighted to do his Father’s will, which
included the preaching of the truth. But that was
not ‘‘the joy that was set before him’’. Furthermore,
when Jesus was diligently preaching the truth he was
the objeet of all manner of persecution because he did
s0 preach the truth, He was ‘‘a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief’’. He was aceused of all manner
of erime, abused and maligned, and yet he went right
ahead preaching the truth, at the same time knowing
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that soon he must die in the most ignominious manner.
Because of the joy set before him, however, he refused
to give consideration to the sufferings that he must
endure upon the cross.

38 The joy set before Jesus was this: He knew that
some day he would have the great privilege of seeing
the issue decided in favor of Jehovah his Father and
that that issue thus decided would vindicate the word
and name of God. He was willing to wade through
fire and death to accomplish that end. After his resur-
raetion and ascension into heaven, without a doubt
he was ready to proceed at once to oust Satan, and
to settle the matter at issue before all creation. Jeho-
vah said to him, as it is written: ‘‘Sit thou at my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool’’;
and in obedience to his Father’s will he did that very
thing.—Heb. 10: 12, 13,

3 In 1914 God set his beloved Son upon his throne
and said to him: Now the time has come for action;
now ‘‘rule thou in the midst of thine enemies’. (Ps.
2:6; 110:1, 2) Then the fight in heaven began; and
the victory was with Christ Jesus. The joy set before
him, and therefore the joy of the Lord, had then really
come, beeause he then actively engaged in putting
down Satan and vindicating kis Father’s name. When
Jesus ecame to the temple and gathered the faithful
tozether unto himself he invited them to ‘‘enter into
the joy of thy lord’’. It is therefore clearly secen that
tha joy of the Lord in which the faithful now par-
ticipate and will continue to participate is the fact
that Jehovah’s word and name shall be vindicated
and that they shall have a part therein,

** Another colporteur says: ‘I suffer very much when
T 20 out to give the testimony by earrying the message
from house to house. I am anxious to go and be a
witness to the name and word of my God, but I am
so apprehensive and timid that when someone speaks
unkindly to me I suffer very much. I have wondecred
many times if this is an evidence that I am not anoint-
ed and that I am not pleasing to the Lord.” Such
timidity and mental suffering is no evidence that one
has not reccived the anointing of the Lord. Satan and
his agencies caused great suffering to Jesus, and the
body members must expect the same thing. Now Satan
and his organization causes the arrest, imprisonment
and persecution of some of the Lord’s faithful wit-
nesses, These witnesses are denounced as the offseour-
ing of the world and all manner of abuse is hcaped
upon them from time to time. But still they go straight
forward in doing the work the Lord has given them
to do, fully realizing the faet that, in so doing, in the
end they will have some part in the vindication of
God’s word and name, and this causes rejoicing on
their part. That is one of the best evidences that they

are in the ‘‘joy of the Lord’’, and have reccived the A

anointing of Jehovah.

41 One may be weeping tears of bitterncss by reascn
of persceution and ill treatment and slander hcaped
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upon him by the ‘‘evil servant’’ class, and others of
Satan’s agents, and still not slack the hand in de-
livering the testimony that has been committed to
him. Doing this because he loves God and because he
thus has a part in the vindication of God’s name
proves it is unselfish and is strong evidence that he is
in the joy of the Lord. Because one loves righteous-
ness and hates lawlessness, and because he is deter-
mined to have some part in giving honor to God’s
name, he goes on through the storm of persecution
and slander and at the same time is conscious of an
inward joy that his course of action is right and law-
ful and that he is on the Lord’s side, and such is proof
that one is really in the joy of the Lord.

42 The joy of the Lord is induced by love for God.
These faithful ones see that soon the great battle of
the day of God Almighty will be fought and that it
is the will of God that before then testimony shall be
given, and they delight to have a part therein at and
cost. Their course of action is prompted by love for
God, and they have therefore received the love of the
truth. With some of these faithful ones every earthly
tie has been severed, and all of them, like the Master,
are hated by every nation under Satan’s control, and
yet there is present in the heart of each a conseious
joy that the Lord Jesus Christ is leading them to
certain and complete victory in the vindication of
Jehovah and to his glory and honor. Moved by this,
they go on. They have received the love of the truth.

PROOF OF LOVE

3 The promise of God is to those who love him. How
may one know that he loves God? The answer is, by
keeping the commandments of the Lord and doing so
unselfishly and delighting in the opportunity cf so
doing at the cost of sclf-abasement. ‘‘For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments; and Fis
commandments are not burdensome.’”’ (1 John 5:3,
Diag.) Tt is not sufficient to merely say, ‘I love God.’
But those in fact love him who keep his command-
ments joyfully and thereby prove their love for him
and his cause and his truth. “‘If ye love me, keep my
commandments., He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will
love him, and will manifest myself to him.’’—dJohn
14:15, 21.

4 Regardless of what anyone may say about loving
God, he who does not joyfully keep God’s command-
ments proves he does not love him. The anointed oncs
now see that the great issue is soon to be determined
and that, Satan, with his organization, being destroyed,
the name of Jchovah will be vindieated. Plainly
these see that the commandments of God are: ‘Ye are
my witnesses that I am God. The kingdom of heaven
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has been committed to you; be faithful in telling it.’
(Isa. 43:10-12; 6:9-12; Matt, 24:14; Rev, 12:17)
Those who are moved by an unselfish devotion to God
to obey these commandments prove their love for
Jchovah.
THE WICKED

45 No one can be wicked until he has received some
knowledge of the truth. Using that knowledge for seli-
ish purposes and then persecuting those who are striv-
ing to honor God’s name is proof of wickedness. The
wicked do not keep God’s commandments and do not
love God. (John 14:24) They receive the knowledge
but not the love of the truth. Having received the
truth into a selfish heart such use the truth in a selfish
manner, ‘‘and on this aceount God will send to them
an energy of delusion, to their believing the falschood;
in order that all those may be judged who believed
not the truth, but approved the iniquity.’’ (2 Thess.
2:11, 12, Diag.) Selfishly they have in substanece said
to their brethren: ‘We are more holy than others; we
are developing character, and we are the ones who
shall rule with Jesus in the kingdom.’ These are saying,
“Lord, Lord,”” but they are not doing his will by
keeping his commandments. Thus the apostle states
that they pursue a lawless course, ignoring and re-
pudiating the commandments of God. They never re-
ceive the love of the truth, have never been in the
joy of the Lord, and are not concerned about the
vindication of his word and name. They are blind to
the issue. They love lawlessness rather than righteous-
ness, and the final decree of Jehovah concerning such
is: ‘“All the wicked will he destroy.”’—Ps. 145: 20,
2 Thess. 1: 8; 2:8.

PRESERVATION

48 ¢‘Preservation’’ means to hedge about with a
secure fence or shield; to guard, protect and finally
save. It means to keep in a place of security. God has
promised to preserve all who love him, and this he
is certain to do. This does not mean, however, that
God will spare his children from slander, abuse and
persccution. As the Master suffered much tribulation
it shall be so with his faithful body members. Jehovah
preserved the life of Jesus, raised him out of death,
and exalted him to glory, because of his loving de-
votion by which he proved his faithfulness. He will
do likewise for the faithful followers of Christ Jesus.
The enemy now direets his attack against the remnant
because to the remnant has been committed the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ and they are telling it in obedi-
cnee to his commandments, (Rev. 12:17) That means
a fight to the very end. Those who love Giod need have
no fear of being the losers in that fight, because to
such Jehovah says: ‘‘Beeause he hath set his love upon
me, therefore will T deliver him; I will sct him on
high, because he hath known my name. He shall call

upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him T
in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him,”’—Ps. o
91: 14, 15. P

is at hand; go and tell this message to the people. This
gospel of the kingdom must be preached to the nations
as a witness before the end. The testimony of Chiist



JANUARY 1, 1031

*7 It has pleased Jehovah by and through the minis-
try of his beloved Son to open the book called The
Revelation, that the faithful may see what is to he
speedily done. This suggests that the great battle of
the day of God Almighty draws near. Of course we
do not know how soon, but it behooves every one of
the anointed to be on the alert and do joyfully the
part assigned to him,

¢¢ The opening of the book of Revelation will, of
possible, increase the anger of Satan and his agents
against the anointed. ‘‘The man of sin’’ will be more
determined than ever to resist the onward march of
the truth. The delusion of that class will eause them
to become even more vituperative and reckless. On
the other side, the opening of Revelation fires with
greater zeal those who love God. More determined than
ever are they to give the testimony as he commands
Amidst the storm of slander and persecution, and
against the increased opposition from the enemy, the
remnant marches on. Some are timid and apprehensive.
but all are singing the praises of Jehovah with an in
ereased inward joy. They love God and are marching
to Armageddon, and they know that victory is sure,

# The year text is appropriate to the time, and its
selection was doubtless directed by the Lord. Because
of the vicious attacks of the enemy, there is a greater
necessity for the remnant to be fortified. Without the
strength of the Lord they could not stand.

50 Jehovah shows his strength now in behalf cf
them whose hearts are perfect toward him. (2 Chron.
16:9) Such are they who love God and whose love
is proven by joyfully keeping his commandments. It
is absolutely certain that none of the conseerated can
maintain a pure heart and prove his love for God
without engaging in the Lord’s service as opportunity
affords, because his commandment is to preach this
gospel. The remnant, being wholly devoted to Cod,
are unwaveringly held on the course of righteousness
end steadfastly continue to be faithful. Thus proceed-
ing lawfully in delivering the testimony, thereby
proof will be given of their entire love and devotion
to God. Instead of being terrified by the onslaught of
the enemy they will continue to sing the new song of
deliverance because they hear the voice of the Lord
saying to them: ‘‘Jehovah preserveth all them who
love him.”’

5t Salvation is an unspeakable gift from God to his
ereatures, but the triumph of the truth is of far great-
er importance. Let it be kept in mind that those who
will partake of the great salvation must prove their
love for God, and this they ean do only by joyfully
obeying his commandments. The integrity of such
must now be shown. The remnant has received the
truth and the love of the truth and now must bear the
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be thy shield and buckler. . . . There shall na evil be-
fall thee.”’ Thus holding fast their integrity the rem-
nant shall see the triumph of the truth and the ever-
lasting vindication of Jehovah’s name.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

¥ 1-3. What does it mean, and what 18 the great importance to
the creature to have knowledge of the fact, (a) that Je-
hovah is just? (b) That Jehovah is wise? (¢) That Jehovah
is love? (d) That Jehovah is the source of all lite? (e)
That Jehovah is all-powerful? (£f) That ¢‘love is the ful-
filling of the law’’{

1 4. ¥or whose benefit was the Bible written? For what purpose?

9 5, 6. Describe the situation which put in issue the word and
power of Jehovah. What are the conditions upon which
the decision of the issue depends?

9 7. In this connection, how does the free moral ageney of the
creature come into consideration?

7 8, 9. Explain whether the providing of the ransom piice was
the primary purpose in Jesus’ coming to earth. Why was
this great privilege granted to Jesus?

9 10-13. Deseribe the position which Jesus took in regard to
the truth and the source of truth.

% 14, Explain why Jesus was rejected and persecuted even by
¢¢his own’’ people, Why did God permat tlis pcrsecution?

7 15, 16. Aceount for Jesus’ so faithfully enduring the great
persccution and suffering to which he was subjocted. What
in particular brought the Father’s approval and exalta-
tion of Jesus?

$ 17-20, Why was it that only a small number of the early
church remained faithful? Why did the lareer number
fall away? Describe how a similar condition developed
during the time of ‘preparing the way before Jehovah’,
in this end of the age.

9 21. Show how timely and fitting is our text for the year.

% 22, 23. Just what does it mean to love the Lotd your God
with all your heart? With all your soul? With all your
mind ?

T 24. Show that Jehovah is not selfish in commanding his erea-
ture to love him gupremely.

T 25, 26. Just what did Jesus mean when he said, ‘‘Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth’’{ What 18
meant by receiving ‘‘the love of the truth’'? What is
the evidence of one’s being ‘sanctified by the truth’?

¥ 27, 28. What is the common misconception of Gil's purpose
in the redemption of mankind and the seleclion of the
church? On what important Scriptural truths 13 that view
erroncously based?

4 29, 30. What is and will have been God’s primary purpose
during the scven thousand years from Luecifer’s uml man’s
deflection? His secondary purpose?

T 31, 32. Distinguish clearly between those who reccive the love
of the truth and those who do not.

9 33. Account for the manifestation of a class who ‘have said
in their heart, My lord delayeth his coming’,

¥ 34, 35, Identify the class designated by the Lord ax ‘‘a faith-
ful and wise servant’’. How does the Lord cxpress his
approval of these? What is the privilege given to them?

T 36-39. As to Jesus, just what was ‘‘the joy that wus set be-
fore him’'? What then is ‘the joy of the lorl’, into
which the Lord invited the faithful to entert?

T 40, 41. Explain whether timidity or mental suffering is evi-
dence of not being in the joy of the Lord.

Y 42, Show whether however adverse the circumstances or bitter
the opposition one can still be in the joy of the ford,

T 43, 44. Quote scriptures to show how one ean know whether
he truly loves God. Describe the present situntion which
serves to test everyone claiming to love God.

% 45. Who are ‘“the wicked’’? Account for their present conA
dition. How are they manifest? What is the «estiny o T
the wicked?

7 46, Explain the preservation which Jehovah has promused to (0]
all who love him, P

life-giving and life-sustaining fruits of the Lord be-
fore the nations as a testimony to his majesty, truth-
fulness and righteousness. In this confliet the Lord’s
promise to the faithful remnant is: ‘‘His truth shall
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¥ 47. What is suggested by the fact that Jehovah has opened
the book of The Revelation? What will be the effect of
the opening of Revelation?

€ 48-50. Point out the Lord's direction in the selection of the
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year text, How may it be known who are included in those
words of assurance?

T 51. What is the great joy awaiting the remnant, and the
condition precedent to entering into that joy?

PREPARING FOR WAR

distress mentally, finaneially, morally and phys-

ically. They know not the reason nor what is
the remedy. They sense some great calamity approach-
ing but know not what it means. The thoughtful man
has no desire or purpose to add to their burdens, but
it is his duty to tell the truth to the people. Such is
the commandment of God’s Word, and therefore it is
right.

When the atmospheric conditions give evidence of
an approaching storm it is the duty of the weather
bureau to give warning to the people for their self-
protection, If one knows that a great crisis is approach-
ing that involves the whole world and all the nations
of the earth, it is one’s solemn duty to pass that in-
formation on to the people that they may take such
course as may be deemed for their best interests.

The Bible contains the Word of truth written
especially for the instruction of the lovers of right-
eousness who are on the earth at this particular time,
The prophecy of the Bible, together with the physical
facts now well known, show beyond all question of
doubt that the greatest tribulation that ever came
upon the nations of the world is now just ahead. The
period of time in which we are now living is designat-
ed in the Seriptures as ‘‘the day of his preparation’’
because it is the time in which preparation is made
for the greatest warfare of all time. It is to be a war
between the seen and the unseen powers of the uni-
verse.

Jehovah God through his prophet Nahum deseribes
that preparation in these words: ‘‘He that dasheth
in pieces is come up before thy face; keep the muni-
tion, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify
thy power mightily. The shield of his mighty men is
made red, the valiant men are in scarlet; the chariots
shall be with flaming torches in the day of his prep-
aration, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken. The
chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle
one against another in the broad ways; they shall
scem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings,
He shall recount his worthies; they shall stumble in
their walk; they shall make haste to the wall thereof,
and the defence shall be prepared. The gates of the
rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dis-
solved.”’—Nah. 2:1, 3-6.

These dark sayings of God’s prophet could not be
understood in times past, but are now understandable
because it is God’s due time and because he has eaused
the coming to pass of physical facts showing that the
propheey is in course of fulfilment. This prophecy

THE peoples of the world today are in great

means the preparation for the great battle of Armaged-
don; but before explaining it in detail the Word of
God by another prophet concerning the preparation
for war is first briefly considered.

Sixty centuries ago Satan the enemy of God and
man defied Jehovah to put men on earth who would
remain true and steadfast and righteous unto God
when put to the severe test. That defiance put at
issue before all creation of the entire universe the
question of Jehovah’s supremacy or whether or not
he could do what he says, In order to for ever settle
tl.e matter and to settle it right and beyond all disputc
J:hovah has permitted Satan to go his limit and do
his worst in his attempt to carry out that wicked defi-
ance, Jehovah declared from the beginning that the
day of reckoning would come. Wickedness has pre-
vailed so long that the majority of men have concluded
that it will go on forever, but he who knows and be-
lieves God’s Word knows that wickedness will soon
come to an end. Satan has builded a mighty organ-
ization, the visible part of which is the commercial
and political rulers of the earth, whieh rule is ‘‘saneti-
fied”’ and joined in by the religions of the world, and
particularly so-called ‘‘organized Christianity’’. The
doom of that organization is sounded. Soon it shall fall.

Jehovah is preparing for battle against the enemy.
There is now no possibility of preventing that great
hattle. God foretold it by his prophets when he direet-
ed that the cup of his fury should be handed to alt
the nations. Had the teachers of ‘‘organized Chris-
tianity’’ stood by God’s Word and caused the people
to hear the truth, the great battle upon Christendom
would have been avoided. But not now! (Jer. 23:21,
22) Prophetically, God announces his decision when
he direets his prophet to take the wine cup of his fury
and pass it to every nation. ‘‘For thus saith the Lord
God of Israel unto me, Take the wine cup of this fury
at my hand, and cause all the nations to whom I send
thee to drink it. And they shall drink, and be moved,
and be mad, because of the sword that I will send
among them. . , . And all the kings of the north, far
and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of
the world, which are upon the face of the earth; and
the king of Sheshach shall drink after them,”’—Jer,
25:15-26.

The ‘“wine cup’’ is a symbol of the potion which
Jehovah has deereed shall be drunk by all the ruling
powers of the earth. ‘‘Sheshach’’ is one of the namesA

applied to Babylon, which means the Devil’s organi- T
zation, and thecrefore the propheey particularly ap- (o)

plies to ‘‘Christendom’’, so called, or ‘‘organized P
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Christianity’’. It applies, of course, to all of the Devil’s
religions, but greater responsibility is upon those who
have had ample opportunity to know better. While
God proceeds with this preparation, he causes notice
of his purpose to be delivered to the nations.——Matt.
2414,

By his prophet Jehovah foretold the end of the
Gentile times, the end of the world, and the begin-
ning of the reign of Christ, and stated that it would
be marked by the World War, quickly followed by
{famines, pestilences, distress of nations, the regather-
ing of the Jews to Palestine, and the federation of
the organizations of Christendom. The physical facts
in fulfilment of this great prophecy began to come tec
pass in 1914. Between that date and 1918, Christ Je-
sus, the great executive officer of Jehovah, ousted Satan
from heaven. Next in order thereafter is the prepara-
tion for the final battle for the destruction of Satan’s
organization. The evil organization that controls the
nations of the earth must be destroyed before Christ
Jesus, earth’s rightful King, inaugurates righteous-
ness amongst the nations of the earth, Satan is now
devoting his attention to the earth, as the great Proph-
ct foretold; and ‘‘because he knoweth that he hath
hut a short time’’, Satan is preparing for the final
battle. (Rev. 12:12; 16:14) Just when that great
battle will take place is not now revealed to man; but
because the preparations are being made, the indica-
tions are that it will come to pass in the very near
future.

The Prophet Nahum had a vision concerning Nin-
eveh, the ruling city of Assyria, and he began his
prophecy by saying, ‘‘The burden of Nineveh.’’ The
word ‘‘burden’’ means ‘‘an utterance of doom?’’, His
prophecy that follows related to the day of God’s
preparation for the expression of his vengeance against
his enemy, and incidentally refers to Satan’s prepara-
tion also. Assyria was the Devil’s organization in
which politics held sway, and at the same time the
political element was ably supported by the commer-
cial and rcligious elements., The fact that Nahum's
prophecy is directed against Nineveh, the capital city
that ruled Assyria, is strongly significant that the day
of preparation marks a period of time when, in the
world organization, polities holds sway, and at the
same time the political rulers are ably supported by
Big Business and the religious elements.

The eonditions existing at the present time exaectly
fit the description of the prophecy. Just now it is the
political rulers who are making peace pacts and trea-
ties, and forming leagues, and declaring that they are
going to make the world safe for democracy and a
desirable place in which to live. In this they are ably
supported by the commercial powers, whieh powers
join in the cry of ‘‘Peace!’’ and at the same time
are spending great sums of money to prepare for war.
The claim is that the best way to prevent war is to
prepare for war, In other words, the best way to pre-
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vent two men from killing each other is to arm each
one of them with all the guns he can carry.

In the peace movements and war preparations the
clergy and religious leaders are giving their unstinted
support. These religious leaders occupy high seats at
the councils held for the consideration of a world
arrangement to prevent war. It is just at this time
that the great political power restores temporal power
to the head of the church of Rome, and a large sum of
money is handed to the pope in connection therewith,
which evidently the financiers had something to do
with providing. All the faets show that the political
rulers are in the saddle, Big Business and the preach-
ers are in the chariot, and the entire eombine is mov-
ing on to the great climax. All the facts show that
Nahum’s prophecy is now in course of fulfilment.

Then the Lord tells his own that he will make an
utter end to the wicked and that affliction shall not
arise the second time. (Nah. 1:8-11) The prophet
tells how the elements of the enemy organization are
folded together like thorns and are drunk with am-
bition and their own schemes, but that God is pre-
paring to destroy them like stubble. The Lord then
informs his people that their day of affliction is about
ended. ‘‘For now will I break his yoke from off thee,
and will burst thy bonds in sunder.?’” For the further
encouragement of his people, God then tells them
that the Devil’s wicked system shall be destroyed,
and adds: ‘I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.”
—Nah. 1:10-14.

Then the prophet shows Jehovah preparing for the
siege of the enemy and his strongholds. The faet that
God foretold through his prophet the day in which he
would prepare for battle is proof that the battle will
be fought. The physical facts which we now sce show
the fulfilment of the prophecy, and are proof also that
the great battle is in the very near future. Addressing
those who are of Zion, and who are watching the ful-
filment of God’s prophecy, the prophet of the Lord
says: ‘‘He that dasheth in picces is come up before
thy face.”” That means that Christ Jesus, the great
executive officer of Jehovah, is present and preparing
the sicge, which he does after casting Satan out of
heaven.

Another of God’s prophets deseribes the mighty
officer of Jehovah, Christ Jesus, as the maul or war
club with which he beats to picees the enemy organiza-
tion, and specifically names Babylon as that cnemy.
(Jer. 51:20-24) Appropriate to this same time, the
Lord’s prophet says concerning the compact of the
Lieague of Nations: ‘‘Gird yoursclves, and ye shall be
broken in pieccs. Take counsel together, and it shall
come to nought.”’—Isa. 8:9, 10.

Further addressing God’s anointed concerning the
preparation for the siege against the enemy, Nahum
the prophet says: ¢ Keep the munition, watch the way,
make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily
[pull yoursclves together firmly]. For the Lord [Jcho-
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vah] hath turned away [restored, Rotherham] the
excellency of Jacob [his people].”” (Nah. 2:1, 2) God
announces that his time is at hand when he will show
his favor in a special manner to his anointed, and he
tells them to prepare for the siege and to be of great
courage. Up to this time ‘ plunderers have plundered’’
those of God’s anointed.(Roth.) They have ¢ emptied
out’’ God’s people and marred their vine branches;
but now henceforth and forever God will proteet them
and keep them night and day.—Nah. 2:2; Isa. 27:2,
3; Ps. 125:1-3.

Then says the Prophet Nahum: ‘“The shield of his
mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scar-
let; the chariot shall be with flaming torches in the
day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be
terribly shaken.’’—Nah. 2: 3.

The words of the prophecy, now illuminated by the
lightnings of Jehovah, show that they are descriptive
of Almighty God’s preparation for war. It is Jehovah
who lays siege to Nineveh, the Devil’s organization.
Jehovah provides the shield for his mighty men. God
then tells the enemy to get ready for the siege, because
he is going to destroy him. He says: ‘“‘Draw thee
waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds. . . .
There shall the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut
thee off, it shall eat thee up like the cankerworm;
make thyself many as the cankerworm, make thyself
many as the locusts.”’—Nah. 3: 14, 15.

Jehovah’s ‘mighty man’ who is commanding all his
forces is the great Christ Jesus. His other ‘‘mighty
men’’ are those who are fully and completely devoted
to God as members of the army of the Lord. To Christ
Jesus, the great Field Marshal, Jehovah says: ‘‘Gird
thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy
glory and thy majesty. And in thy majesty ride pros-
perously because of truth and meekness and righteous-
ness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible
things.”’ (Ps. 45:3, 4) Concerning all the members of
Zion, Jehovah says: ‘‘I have commanded my con-
secrated ones, yea, I have called my mighty men for
mine anger, even my proudly exulting ones.”’—Isa.
13:3, R. V.; see also Zech. 10:5.

Again, another picture is given by the prophet. The
mighty Christ Jesus is described as returning from
the war and the question is propounded to him,
““Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel?’’ and he
replies that he has stained his raiment with the blood
of the enemy, (Isa. 63:1-3) ‘‘The valiant men are in
scarlet,’’ says the prophet; and these words show that
the garments are made red, which identifies them with
those who have the absolute and abiding faith in the
shed blood of Christ Jesus as the Redeemer and Deliv-
erer, in whose footsteps they joyfully follow. The so-
called ‘‘organized Christianity’’ has no faith in the
shed blood of Jesus, because his blood is denied as a
means of salvation, It is only these who valiantly
stand for the Lord that are identified by their garments
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of scarlet. These are given the garments of salvation
when the Lord builds up Zion.—Isa. 61: 10,

““The chariots shall be with flaming torches in the
day of his preparation.’’ The ‘‘chariots’’ represent the
divisions of Jehovah’s militant organization. (Ezek.
1:4-26) Bearing upon this point, mention is here
made of Elisha’s experience at Dothan. For the pur-
pose of taking Elisha, his enemy the king sent ‘‘ horses
and chariots, and a great host, and they came by
night and compassed the city about’’. Elisha’s servant
was terrified by the great power of the enemy, but
Elisha was not at all disturbed. He held firmly to his
shield of faith, the shield with whiech God had pro-
vided him, and then it was that the Lord disclosed
that he had filled the mountains round about with
horses and chariots of fire for the protection of Elisha.
(2 Ki. 6:12-17) That record was made for the benefit
of God’s people, and now we are ‘‘in that day’’ when
God is making ready for the war and when the enemy,
the dragon organization, would take the remnant and
destroy the members thereof because doing the work
foretold by Elisha; and the Lord surrounds the rem-
nant with his fiery chariots. ‘‘The chariots of God are
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels; the Lord
is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.”’—
Ps. 68:17.

Throughout the earth today there are small militant
groups of the remnant of God’s organization, who are
active in the service of the Lord. These are divisions
of God’s organization, and are represented as his
chariots; and these flash with the light of fire from
the ‘‘lichtning’’ of Jehovah, which shines upon thiem
by and through his present King, who is now in his
temple.

To be sure, Jehovah is always fully equipped to en-
gage his enemy in war; therefore ‘‘the day of his
preparation’’ seems to refer more particularly to the
fact that he is preparing by enlightening his own
people, who are members of his organization, as to
the time when the great conflict is approaching, and
fortifying them to do their part which he has assigned
to them. He sends the remnant forth to proclaim his
praises and to advise the world of the approaching
day of his vengeance, and while these faithful ones
do so he enlightens them. He shields them and protects
them, and puts them in proper order in his organ.
ization.

““And the fir trecs shall be terribly shaken.”” What
could that mean in connection with God’s prepara-
tion? It appears that God’s consecerated people are
likened unto fir trees. The prophet foretells the shak-
ing of spiritual Isracl and the protection of those who
‘shall dwell under the shadow of his wing’, These are
represented assaying : ‘‘Tam like a green fir tree, FronolA
me is thy fruit found.’”’ Then adds the prophet: ‘“Wh
is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent,

and he shall know them? for the ways of the Lord are
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right, and the just shall walk in them; but the trans-
gressors shall fall therein.’”’—Hos. 14:7-9.

Following the coming of the Lord to his temple in
1918, judgment began at the house of God. (1 Pet.
4:17) From that time forward there was a great
shaking amongst the consecrated, and those who took
the wise course God has blessed with an understand-
ing of his Word, while others who claim consecration
have been shaken down. This is in exact accord with
what Paul declared would take place immediately
preceding the destruction of Satan’s organization and
the complete establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.
—Heb. 12: 27, 28.

The war that is impending is not the battle merely
of men. It is ‘‘the battle of that great day of God
Almighty’’. God has not kept it secret and is not now
proceeding in secrecy. He causes his witnesses to pro-
claim the facts, that even his arch-enemy and all of
his organization may have an opportunity to know
of his purposes. Satan is now aware of the fact that
he is facing the greatest conflict of his existence. Re-
cently he engaged in a fight with Christ Jesus in heaven
and was worsted in that fight and ecast out of heaven
down to the earth. The Devil now has ‘‘great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time’’ to
prepare.—Rev. 12:12,

ENEMY’S PREPARATION

In keeping with his usual mode of procedure, Satan
the enemy prepares for war, and he does so with
great noise and boasting and at the same time keeps
the people in ignorance of his purpose. Christ Jesus,
God’s great Prophet, caused John to make a reeord
of this propheey: ‘““And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth
of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to
the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”’—Rev.
16:13, 14.

In substance they say: ‘The earth is ours, and we
are going to fix everything to our liking; and when
we get through the pcople will like it.’ This is but
voicing the sentiment of the Devil, who says: ‘“‘My
river [peoples] is mine own, and I have made it for
myself.’”’ (Ezek. 29:3) The visible part of the organ-
ization makes peace pacts and boldly announces: ‘We
have outlawed war and hence there will be no more
war, and let the people be assured to that end.’

When the Paris Pcace Pact was pending before the
United States Senate for ratification, its chief sponsor
in America was prancing about like a well-groomed
horse that wanted to show itself. Even moving pictures
were made of his antics, and these were exhibited be-
fore the people throughout the land. At the same
time the war organization was pushing the law-making
body both for the ratification of the peace pact and for
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more battleships. The political whip was brought to
bear to carry out the purposes of those in power:
*‘The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of
the wheels, and of the prancing horses, and of the
jumping chariots.’’—Nah. 3: 2.

The chariots mentioned in this last quoted verse are
not the same chariots as thdse mentioned in verse three
of the same chapter. The chariots first mentioned are
outside of the city (the Devil’s organization) and are
preparing to lay siege to the Devil’s organization.
The chariots mentioned in verse four are in the streets
or roadways inside of the eity, and are therefore a
part of and belong to the city which is the Devils
organization. These chariots last mentioned are therc-
fore the military organization and machinery of Satan.

The Hebrew word used to translate the word ‘‘rage’’
in verse four of the prophecy is hallal, and means
‘“to praise or to boast’’, and is also rendered, ‘‘to show
oneself foolish.”” (Young) Thus the ‘‘chariots’’ of
Satan’s organization that ‘‘rage’’ in the streets are the
military preparations that are vainglorious and carried
on in a boastful manner; and those who are doing it
swell up and bellow like bullfrogs making a great
noise, while praising their own greatness, and thereby
seek to impress the people by appearing in the streets
and exhibiting themselves.

Why all the noise in the publie press and upon the
screens of the moving pictures concerning war prep-
arations? Why the great military and naval display
at every national function? Why the exhibition at
every moving picture show of some politician or war-
rior who is preparing for war? It is the war organ-
izations and war lords raging in the streets and making
themselves foolish., Why, in all the war preparations,
at the canteens, in the art galleries, in the publie press
and in the moving pictures, is the religious element
made so prominent? It is always a part of the same
bombastic eampaign that Satan himself is engincer-
ing, and he is blinding the men who are really engaged
in it and using them as his dupes. These fraudulently
say: ‘We are Christian, and we therefore represent
Christendom.’ But be it noted that they do not praise
God, nor his King, but they praise themselves. They
arc hurrying in their preparations and boast of their
pewer and make themselves mad and foolish befove
the Lord. And the preparation goes on!

Then adds the prophet: ‘‘They shall seem [the
appearance of them is, E. V.] like torches.”’” The word
‘‘torches’’ in this verse is more frequently translated
“lamp’’, and suggests the view that Satan’s organ-
ization-units, or his foremost agencies, will elaim or
appear to be as lamps lighting the way of the people,
or like torches of liberty lighting the way for freedom
and progress in the government of the people. It is the
clergy that use their pulpits and the radio to harangue
the people and to tell them of the great torches of
liberty that the heroes are holding forth to light the
people into a desirable condition., They are really P
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blind guides and false prophets. God foretold exactly
that the condition would exist which now does exist.
“For such are false apostles [preachers and teach-
ers], deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
the apostles of Christ [claiming to represent Christ,
and hence called ‘organized Christendom’, or ‘organ-
ized Christianity’]. And no marvel; for Satan him-
self is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore
it is no great thing if his ministers [the elergy] also
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be aceording to their works.”’—2 Cor.
11:13-15.

Then adds the prophet: ‘‘They shall run like the
lightnings.”” They are swift in the execution of their
preparations, because Satan knows he has but a short
time (Rev. 12:12), and the rulers are in distress and
perplexity because of what they see approaching.
—Luke 21: 26.

Those who carry out Satan’s purposes are his favored
ones, hence called his ‘‘worthies’’, or nobles or fa-
mous ones. This is one of hisschemes to turn the people
away from Jehovah God. Satan keeps before the
people the great heroes of his organization. In the
religious organizations, in the great political meetings,
in meetings of the financiers, in all of these the impor-
tance of the prineipal men, as examples and heroes
worthy of praise, is held before the people. The metro-
politan press, which is merely the tool or mouthpiece
of Satan’s organization, publishes glowing accounts
of the valor of the mighty officers of war, of the power
and virtue of the finanecial giants, and of the greatness
of the religious element and religious leaders. It is a
mutual admiration society; and the press and the
radio, the moving pictures and the artist, are all called
into action to glorify the names of men, all of which
keeps the minds of the people turned away from Je-
hovah God.

In his preparation for the great battle Satan sum-
mons his nobles and the principal of his flock, and these
‘““noble’’ elergymen and principal of the flock, hypo-
critically claiming to be Christians, hurry to obey
the summons of their master, Satan, even as the proph-
et of God says they would do; and as they come ‘‘they
stumble in their march’’. (2. V.) They stumble over
‘““The Stone’’, which is God’s anointed King, as the
prophet forctold. They make haste to the defense of
Satan’s world or organization; and in so doing they
stumble and fall, even as Jesus the great Prophet
foretold they would. (Matt. 21:44) ‘‘And many
among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken.
and be snared, and be taken.”’ (Isa, 8:14, 15) They
hasten to aid in the preparation for the assault upon
God’s Anointed, but they fall. ‘““When the wicked,
even mine enemies and my foes, ecame upon me to eat
up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.”’—DPs. 27: 2.

The prophet says: ‘‘They shall make haste to the wall
thereof.”’ The clergy and the principal of their flocks
make haste to seek the instruments available for the
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persecution and punishment of those of God’s people
who are known as the remnant, and who are diligent
in spreading among the people the truth of Jehovah.
They make haste to man the bulwarks of Satan’s or-
ganization, that the hated remnant may be destroyed.
But while this preparation is going on, the clergy, or
“‘nobles’’, decline to appear in the open and defend
their cause. Their policy is to never enter into an open
discussion with those who represent God, because that
would expose their duplicity to the people. They are
“mighty men of Babylon’’ (the religious part of the
organization), and they swagger about and content
themselves with boasting words, and secretly bring
their influence to bear upon the political factors to
torment God’s witnesses until the day the great battle
will be fought.—Jer, 51: 30,

Satan knows that shortly he must fight the Lord,
and therefore he prepares for the conflict. His method
of preparation, however, is that of darkness. By loud
boasting, by exalting the virtues and achievements
of men, and by putting the nations in fear of each
other, he hastens the gathering of the people together
for the great day of hattle. He is really keeping the
men of his visible organization in the dark. Satan
hates the remnant of God with a deadly hatred, and
he inecites his nobles and the principal of the flock to
attempt their destruction. Doubtless Satan is con-
fident that he can destroy the insignificant and “‘ pesti-
lential’’ group in the coming battle, but he now at-
tempts to torment and persecute them.

Satan would completely destroy the remnant now,
were it not for the protection God furnishes his own.
The prophet refers to Satan’s preparation and to his
cohorts preparing for battle, and then says: ‘‘And
the defence shall be prepared.”” These latter words
manifestly refer to the protection God furnishes to
his remnant. The word rendered ‘‘defence’’ appears
in the margin as ‘“‘covering’’, and is a covering or
protection for those assaulting Satan's organization.
Rotherham renders the text: “‘Yet the storming cover
is prepared.’”’ Jehovah is the eovering, and his pro-
teetion for his own is ‘‘in the secret place of the Most
High”’, under the shadow of his wing; ‘he shall cover
these with his feathers, and under his wings shall
they trust.’—Ps. 91:1-4.

Jchovah sent Jonah to prophesy against the eapital
city of Assyria. The propheey was given when Jonah
had been delivered from the belly of the whale. The
destruetion of the eity was deferred until the day of
God’s preparation. Since Jesus Christ was raised
from the dead, which was foretold by the deliverance
of Jonah (Matt. 12:40), there has been given a testi-
mony to the nations of carth; and particularly has
this testimony been given since the second coming of
the Lord and the resurrcetion of the faithful body,

members of Christ. During that period of time there T

has been a partial repentance of those who claim to
be followers of Christ, Now the testimony work is about P
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complete. The day of God’s preparation is done. War
upon and destruction of Satan’s organization is now
about due. As the gates of ancient Babylon were opened
and the army entered and the city fell, so, as the
prophet says, ‘‘The gates of the rivers shall be opened,
and the palace shall be dissolved,’’ and Satan’s organ-
ization shall fall.—Nah, 2:6,
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The day of battle draws nigh. The day for the
judgment of the nations is at hand. The Lord is in
hig holy temple for judgment. ““Hear, all ye people;
hearken, O earth, and all that therein is; and let the
Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his
holy temple,”’—Mie. 1:2,

LETTERS

JEHOVAH MAGNIFIED

DeAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

I desire to express my thanks and appreciation to our heaven-

lfy Father for the light, comfort and instruction which he has

urnished to the faithful in the new bound books from The
Harp to Light.

When it comes to spealking werds of commendation, my
tongue is like the pen of a ready writer. But a few words will
convey in a nutshell the reasons for my appreciation. The im-
portant thing in these volumes is that man aund his works are
not glorified, but only the name and truth of Jehovah God; and
that all credit for the light is giveu to Jehovah. How very
different!

The writings of ecclesiastics religiously stick to errers of the
past, or present nmew thoughts in line with evolution and
modernism, either or both. But, unlke those bound by the
creeds of men and misled by science talsely so called, 1n the
Society’s literature new thoughts are presented and older ones
discredited as fast as the light shines and the truth is untolded
in its due time, in harmony with THE WORD OF GOD, This
gives me full assurance that the Society ’s lendership is directed
by the mind of God, bringing perfect results out of impertect
human efforts which are directed by God’s holy spirit.

These features, together with the evidence of wisdom, justice
and love displayed by the style and expression of the wntings
in presenting Jehovali’s purposes, and the fitness and harmony
in the interpretations presented, convinece me overwhelmingly
that Jehovalh is using the Society as the visible part of his or-
ganization on earth.

With much Christian love, I am

Your fellow servant in Jehovah’s organization,
ArcH W, SaurH, Illinots,

JOY IN KINGDOM WORK

DrAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Just want to say that we shall be so happy to see you on
Friday, October 31, D.V. Have just finished writing cards
and mailing programs to ‘¢ Judge Rutherford’s radio friends’’,
We mean by this that as we cunvass from house to house we
meet the sweetest, dearest people, who invite us into their
homes, offer us chicken dinners, and show all manner of kind-
ness to us; and they speak of Judge Rutherford as a friend.
A number of them asked me either to telephone or to wnte
them if you ever came to Pittsburgh., So now I have just
finished writing them.

Two weeks ago I met a lady who lives in North Carolina,
and who was wisiting a sister in Pittsburgh. This lady had
never had our books to read, nor any circulars; but the knowl-
edge she has is wonderful. She said: ‘‘I am done with all

reachers; and I have learned more about my Bible since
istening to Mr. Rutherford’s lectures than I ever kncw in my
life. I understand my Bible now.’’ Then she added: ‘‘I cannot
praise him too much. I think he is one of the broadest-minded
men I ever heard.’’

Well, this is one of the many experiences we have. She,
of course, got some books; and she wants me to keep in touch
with her by correspondence. S0 if you ever go where she can
hear you, she will be present.

We are enjoying our new Light books; and the Prohibition
is taking well, especially by the men, Oh, we cannot find words
to express our joy in this kingdom work; and we love you,

dear brother, for your encouraging words in The Watch Tower,
for the warning against the evil servant class and everything.
We say ‘‘Amen’’ to Brother Hemery’s letter in The Watch
Tower., God bless and keep you in the secret place of the
Most High. The girls join me in sending love, and hope to
sce you soon in person.

Excuse me for writing; but we just felt that we must say
a few words.

Your sister by his grace,

MINNIE GARDNER, Pennsylvamad.

‘PRAISE TO JEHOVAH AND THE LAMB’

M+ pEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Greetings in Zion. Rise and shine (to Jehovah’s praise); for
thy light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee
anl all his faithful anointed.

I want to join my voice and powers in joyful praise to tle
great Jehovah and his beautiful, beautiful Som, for the
Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to him to puoint
out to his servants the things it is necessary to have done
speedily; the time is at hand.

Surely everything around us, and the message, shows the
necessity for a mighty work specdily. We have all said, ¢‘Here
am I, Lord; send me.’”’ And now we want to go on record
ancw, saying, ‘¢\We are ready and are going by his grace and
in his strength,’’ and keep so busy and faithful that we will not
worship the ones who were used to bring us this marvelous
Revclation, which God has kept in his own power until now,

The truth has been grand and new from the first we knew.
But now what a stream, clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne, deeper and wider, with the trees on either side for food
and the healing of the nations! This is Jehovah’s doing and
i riarvelous in our eyes, Praise him and his dear Son for ever
and ever.

I know you must be happy, dear brother, seeing that our
great and good Father’s name is soon to be vindicated. I want
you to know that I am, too.

I do thank you for the book Light, 1 and 2. Words fail me
when I would try to say how I do appreciate this marvelous
Lightt) from the Eternal King and his beautiful, beautiful, dear
Lan.b,

I want to try to show my appreciation by being more faith-
ful und zealous as a light bearer. I do thank the Lord, too, for
the wonderful articles in The Watch Tower that have prepared
us for Light: ‘‘The Royal House,’’ ¢ Daniel,”’ ¢ The Angels,”’
ete.

¢¢One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek
after; that T may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in
his temple.*’

We are praying that the Lord will comfort, cheer and keep
you in his mighty work.

Surely this is the great voice from or out of the temple of
heaven from the throne, saying, It is done; the mystery is
finished ; the Light has come. ‘‘Praise ye the Lord.’?

Yours, rejoicing in the Light of Revelation,
W. F. McLENDON, Pioncer Colporteur.
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Invermay, Sask. ....... 15 Gilvert Pl'ns, Man Jan. 31, Feb.1
G. H. DRAPER
Piqua, Ohio .............. Jan. 1.3  Lexington, Ky. ... Jan 19, 20
‘)mecanoe City, Ohio ” 4,8 Ashland, Ky. .o 21, 22

............ " [|] Catlettsburg, Ky. ... " 23,24
%prl:lgﬁelg,l iomo " Jae ﬁaingsvll}g KY. e ¥ 25
ayton ilo ... - uxier y. ’ 2
Middletown, Ohjo " 14 \\hltehouse. I\y. i b 2
Hamilton, Ohio * 16,17 Huntington, W, . " 28,29
Cincinnati, Ohio ........ ” 18  Charleston, W. Va. ... 730,31
M. L. HERR
Cambridge, Ohio 2,3  Detroit, Mich, ... -..Jan, 16-19
Zanesville, Ohio , &  Royal Oak Mich. ........ 20, 21
Newark, Ohio 6,7 Piymouth, Mich. ... 23,24
Columbus, Ohio 9,10  Ann Arbor, Mich. ... ” 23,26
Marion, Ohio ... 11,12  Port Huron, Mick. . 37,28
Toledo, Ohi0 ...ceewee. 13, 14 Flint, Mich, ........ e 30, 31
W. M, HERSEE
Leamington, Ont, ... Ja 11 Aylmer, Ont. .............. Jnn 2 23
hatham, Ont. ... 13,14 King Lake, Ont 4, 25
St. Thomas, Ont, ... " 15,21 Simcoe, Ont. ... ” 26, 27
London, Ont. ..........” 16,17 Caledonia, Ont, ... " 29
Belmont, Ont. ............ ” 20  Hamilton, Ont. ......... 30,31
A. KOERBER
glchm%x:‘d, ‘I:In'(}' 1011-% Istlicllltx)nong gn. Jnn 23.24
reenshoro, N. C, ..... - helby, N, C, 24
Chattanoo ’a, Tenn. » 16-18 Hickory, N. C. ..,0 Fel.
Ruther Glen, Va. ... ” 22  Charlotte, N. C. ...... I'eb. &,8
LOUIS LARSON
Okeechobee, Fla. ... Jan. 2 Tampa, Fla, c.nn.... Jan, 16, 17
Arcadia, Fla. ........ . 3,4  Seffner, Fla. .. 18,19
Fort Myers Fla, ... ” §  Palm Harbor, Fla, ... ” 20
Miami, IMla, ........... I 6-10 Lakeland, Fla. ........ ” 21
Bradentown. Fla. ... ” 11,12 Jacksonville, Fla. " 02.96
8t. Petersburg, I'la. .... " 13,14  Miami, Fla. ... Jan. 28-Ieb. 2
A. H. MACMILLAN
Richmond, Va. .......... Jan. 14 Knoxville, Tenn. ....Jan, 14
Iﬁynchzurg. Va. van :: g gltlizttztmoog}a. Tenn. :" 16-18
oanoke, Va. anta, Ga.

Greenabéro, NCT 8-11 Savannah, Ga, ... ” 2
Asheville, N, C. ........ ” 13  Jacksonviile, Fla. ... " 22.25
G. Y. M'CORMICK
Warren, Ohio ............ Jan. B-8 Columbiana, Ohio ...Jan a2
Niles, Ohio B 10,11 Lisbon, Ohio . W a3 0y
Youui town, Ohio ... * 1338 Alliance, Ohio . »o25-27
East Liverpoel, Qhio ” 20,21 Canton, Ohio ... " 28,29
E. D. ORRELL
Jollet, 1. ... Dec. 30, 31 Waukegan, Tl ... Jan 13
Momgomerf IN. ..Jan. 2,3  Marenco, TN .. " J4
Aurora, . 4-8 Belvidere, 111, ... » 16,17
Genevg, Il 7.8 Rockford, 1il. .. 18,19
Elgin, I, .. 10  Rockton, IlIL ” 20
Zion, M. ... 11 Freeport, TIl. 0w 21

J. C. RAINBOW

Shattuck, Okla. Jan. 3,4 Brownwood, Tex 15
Fairview, Okla. ” 6 Purmela, Tex, 17
Butler, Okla. .. » 8 Llano, Tex. 18
Komalty, Okla. .V 7 Austin, Tex, . "o19,2
Chickasha, Okla, ."” 0,10 San Marcos, T » 21
Wichita Falls, Tex, .... " 11,12 Kerrville, Tex. i 22
Rochester, Tex, . » 13  Bandera, Tex, ” 23
Breckenridge, Tex. ... " 14 San Antonio, Te; ” 2426
H. L. STEWART
Sourfs, Man, .....Dee.31, Jan.1  Buford, Alta. .......Jan. 14
Winnipeg, Man. ......Jan. 2z-4 Edmonton, Alta, ... ” 1618
Neepawa, Man. ... " 5 Prince Rupert B. C. 7 2022
Kamsack, Sask. e 7,8 Vancouver, B. C. ....... » 04,25
Sasl\atoon, Sask. ” 9-11  Port (‘oquitlam. B, G » 26,2
N'th Battleford, Sask. 12 New \Vestmluster, B.C."” 29
Calmar, Alta, ........ .. ¥ 13,153  Victoria, B. C. ...Jan. 30- I‘eb 1
W. P. STRONG
Danville, IlL .......... Jan. 2,3 Flat River, Mo. ........ Jan, 19, 20
Champaign, Ill » .6  Cape Girardeau, Mo, *
Normal, Il ” Thayer, Mo, . ....... ”» 22
Decatur, Il ”» 7,8 Swanwick, Ill, roo24 25
Gillespie, Ill, e 9, 10 Dix, } VT ” 26
Iast St. Louis, I11, ... ” 11,12  Salem, 1. . _... " 27
Alton, Tl e 13 White Ash, Il ... "
St. Louis, Mo, . 14-18  Louisville, I{y. —.Jan. 30-Feb. 1
W. J. THORN
Taunton, Mass. .....Jan, 1  Waltham, Mass. R J‘m 16,17
Brockton, Mass. .. ” 2,3 Lynn, Mass. .... - 18-20
uiney, Mass, .. ” 4,5 Reverly, Mass. . ” 21. 22
uxbury, Mass. ” 6  Lawrence, Mass, v 24.26
Plymouth, Mass * 7,8 Havermu, Mass, " 2
Boston, Mass. ... " 10-14 Nashua, N. H. " 28
S. H. TOUTJIAN
Ellsworth, Wis. ....Jan, 1,2 Evansviile, Mion. .. Jan, 14
Glenwood’ City, Wis. ” 3  Aitkin, Minn. ... - 16
Centurla, Wis. ... " 4,5 Duluth, Minn, *17-20
Gxantsburg, Wis. ” 6,7 Proctor, Minn, . L opong
Princeton, Minn. » 9,10 Two Harbors, Minn. " 25,26
Milaca, Minn. ... ” 11,12 Wabik, Minn. ....... 27,28
Glenwood, Minn. ....... " 13  Ilibbing, Minn, .......” 30,31
J. C. WATT
S.Francisco, Calif, Dec, 30-Jan. 8  Pacific Grove, Calif. J an, 18,19
Healdsburg, Calif, ....Jan 6,7 Paso Robles, Calif. ... 20, 21
Upper Lake, Calif, ... * 9,10 Morro Bay, Calif, ... " 23
Uklah, Calif. ......... ” 11 Santa Marl.l Calif, .... ” 24,23
San Jose, Calif, . ” 13,14  Santa Darbara, Calif. ” 2623
Santa Cruz, Calif. .... ” 16,17 Ventura, Calif. ......... 730,31

GEORGE YOUNG
Park Rndge, N. J. - Jnn.lQ 19

0-22

Trenton, N, Jan, 6,7
Roebling, N, ” 9
Manville, N. 10
Iligh Bridge, 11
Dover, N, 13,14
Paterson, N. 15-17

Passale, N, J.
Montelair, N,
Bloomfield. N.
Newark, N, J.
Bayonne, N. J. ...

q
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CALENDAR FOR 1931

We are now printing a calendar for the year 1931. It is
different in design from any we have had thus far, and with
its beautiful illustration, dome in colors, will each day prove
an inspiration and pleasmg reminder of our relationship to
Jehovah, the Preserver of the remnant,

Fxfty or more to one address, 25¢ each; single copies 30¢.

A

L.B.S.A.Berean Bible Studies

by means of

Te WATCH TOWER

¢¢Confidence of the Remnant’’
3 Issue of December 1, 1930

Week beginning February 1 . . . . . T 119
Week beginning Febroary 8 . . . . . T 2037
b ¢‘His Campaign’’
Issue of December 15, 1930
Week beginning February 13 . . . . . 7 1-20
$  Week beginning February 22 , . . ., . T 2143
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I will stand upon mr watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will waich to ses swhat He will
say unto me, and wha! answer I shall make 1o them
that oppose me’—Habakkuk 8: 1,

'pon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sen and the waves roaring; men’s hearts falling them for fear, and for
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powera of heaven shall be shaken. ... When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand, Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13: 290,
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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

Inrly engago. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadecasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth. It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confilently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does mot indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made & human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that ke gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which counstitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the mame and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now presemnt; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come, This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.

YEARLY SUPSCRIrTION PRICE

TUNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS TORFRIGN,
$1.60; GReEAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH AFRICA, TR,
American remittances should be made by I-ngrews or Postal Money
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made to branch ofices only,
Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made to the
Brooklyn office, but by Inteinational Postal Money Order oanly.

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several langueges.)

TeErRMS TO THE LORD’S Poor: ARl Bible Students whe, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for thi«
Journal, will be supglied free if they send a postal card each May
stating their case and requesting such provicion. We ave not onlv
willing, but anxions, that =il such be on our list contipually and
in touch with the Derean studies,

Notice to Subseribers: Acknowledrment of a new or a renewn! sub-
seription will be seat only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may he expected to appear on address Iabel within

one month. A renewal blank (carrving notice of expiration) will
he sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires,

Entered as Second Clase Mail Matter at RroakTyn, N, Y., Postofice,
Act of March 8, 1379,

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET - . BROOKLYN, N.Y., U.S.A.

OFFICERS

J. F. RUTHERFORD President W. E. VAN AMBURGH  Secretary

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE - . . J. . RUTHERFORD
W.E. VANAMBURGH ). HEMERY R.H.BARBER E.J. COWARD

FOREIGN OFFICES
British . . . .+ . . . . + . 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
Canadian v+ + o o« o ¢ « + + « o« o 40 Irwin Avenue. Toronto, Ontario
Australasian . o + . . 7 Beresford Roed, Strathfield, N.S. W., Austslia
South African  « + + 4« » o o o 6 Lelie Street, Cape Town, South Africa
Please address the Society in every case

MIDWINTER SERVICE WEEK
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 8

The Lord has been pleased to reveal to his people that a wit-
ness must be given regarding his purpose to vindieate his name
and establish a kingdom of righteousness upon the earth and
that this must be done speedily.

In accordance with this expressed will of Jehovah the
Society hos arranged the midwinter service week commencing
January 31 and ending February 8. We know that all the
anointed will rejoice in this privilege of honoring the name of
Jehovah, By that time the new 1931 prices will be in effect;
and with the substantial reduction made in all the bound books,
many homes will be able to take the message in that form that
could not do so before. The new WATCHTOWER radio programs
will have been on the air over a month and will have covered
large sections of the country which were never covered before
by the waTrcHTOWER program. The Lord showed his approval
on this branch of the service by enabling his people to have
152 stations participate in it3 inanguration. Undoubtedly the
Lord’s object in this was to prepare the ficld for the workers.
Let each one recognize, therefore, that the Lord is going on be-
fore and that this midwinter drive will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to ‘‘speed’’ the work of magnifying the name of Jehovah,

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance class service director’s name and add:css appear.)

Chattanooga, Tenn, Jan, 16-18
R. M. Smith, 516 National Av.,
Colored: Wm. Kyle, 1810 Citico Av.

Jacksonville, Fla. Jan. 23-25
Fred L. Boyer, 1929 Pear] St.
Colored: A. W. Perry, 1618 Jefferson

Indianapolis, Ind. Jan. 23-25

0. H. Hackemeyer, 4219 Carrollton Av.
Colored: Benjamin Bonner, 551 Hiawatha
Hungarian: Charles Kerekesh, 723 Concord St.
Miami, Fla. Jan. 30-Febh. 1
P. M. Perfect, 766 S. . 2d St.
Louisville, Ky.
Emil Hammerschmidt, 117 State St.
Colored: Humphrey Smith, 2330 Green Alley

Jan. 30-Feb. 1

Tampa, Fla. Feb. 6-8
John C. Foster, 216 Cass St., Ste, 6

Kansas City, Mo, Feb, 6-8
F. T. Hoeck, 4510 Pennsylvania

New Orleans, La. Feb. 13-15
Joseph L. Gundermann, 317 8. Telemachus St.
Colored: Jas. Faw, 1603 Joliet St.

Houston, Tex, Feb, 20.22

H. A. McElvy, 1518 Stanford St.

Colored: J. W. Hall, 2401 Loraine St,

Spanish: Jose Renteria, 1807 Congress Av.
San Antonio, Tex.

Dr. W. H. Dunn, 3012 Broadway

Colored: N. H. Keller, 222 Douglas Way

Spanish: P, C, Moreyra, 1718 Guadalupe St.

Feb, 27-Mar, 1
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GOODNESS TO HIS SERVANT

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever.”’—Ps. 23:6.

EHOVAH’S goodness bestowed upon those who
J love him is always in evidence. It establishes the

full confidence of the son in his everlasting
Father. A sweet relationship between the Father and
his ereature is disclosed that can be enjoyed only by
those who are fully devoted to God. The new creature
is in the covenant with the Creator, and upon that
covenant he can and does confidently depend. His
complete trust in and reliance upon Jehovah, and his
certainty that he has Jehovah’s love, lift the servant
above the opposing influence that would otherwise
bring upon him despair. To know that one is the
constant recipient of Jehovah’s goodness makes him
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.

? The twenty-third Psalm is said to be a song of
David expressing his eomplete confidence in Jehovah
and acknowledging that he is the constant recipient
of God’s favor. The Psalm is probably the best known
chapter of the Bible. It has been a comfort to the
people of God throughout the days of the new crea-
tion. Many a person in distress has repeated this
Psalm with consolation to his soul. Surely the Lord
is not displeased to have any of his ereatures seek
him for good and acknowledge his goodness, whether
they have done so with a knowledge of his provision
for them or not. Sober-minded persons in the various
walks of life repeat this Psalm with some satisfaction,
but there are some among the creatures of the great
God who receive special consolation therefrom. Hav-
ing the assurance from his Word that whatsoever
things were written aforetime in the Bible were writ-
ten for the comfort of those who are in the covenant
with Jehovah at the end of the world, we may expect
to find some speeial help for these in this Psalm at
the present time.

3 It seems certain that Jchovah selected David from
amongst the sons of Israel for a special purpose and
used him in a prophetic way. He was called from the
sheepfold to become king over God’s chosen people.
His selection was not by chance, but was designedly
made. Other tribes of the nation God passed by and
laid his hand of favor upon the head of the shepherd
boy. Asaph, a Levite, was one of the leaders of

19

David’s choir, and a composer of music. He was also
a seer, or one permitted to see and write down the
will and purpose of Jehovah God.—1 Chron. 6:39;
2 Chron. 29: 30.

* It is said that the seventy-ecighth Psalm was com-
posed by Asaph, the sweet singer, and therein it is
written concerning God’s selection of David. ‘‘More-
over, he refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose
not the tribe of Ephraim; but chose the tribe of
Judah, the mount Zion, which he loved. And he built
his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which
he hath established for ever. He chose David also
his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: from
following the ewes great with young, he brought him
to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.
So he fed them according to the integrity of his
heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of his
hands.”’—Ps. 78: 67-72.

® The lad David was tending his father’s sheep in
the field when he was sent for and brought before
Samuel the prophet, who then anointed him king over
Israel. In his youth there must have been planted in
his mind by the hand of the Lord ‘germs’ of ideas and
ideals which in later days resulted in producing that
which made David a fitting type of the great King
to whom God would give the kingdom of the world.
Even then the goodness of God began to appear to-
wards some who were not on the earth then but who
are on the earth at this very day. Jehovah had such
in his mind and purpose and made provision for them.

¢ The expericnees which men have had with evil
or wickedness have not taught them profitable lessons.
Evil things corrupt the creature rather than teach
good lessons. The experiences that men have had with
the good things, however, have taught them valuable
lessons. All knowledge of God’s goodness and loving-
kindness, and all experiences one passes through in
connection therewith, result in profitable lessons to
every one who has a right condition of heart. The

Seriptures and the physical facts coneur in proving.

that evil experiences do not result in teaching profi

able lessons, but that good experiences, with a knowl-T

edge of the Giver of goodness in connection therewith,Q
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do result in good. This eonclusion is in harmony with
the statement of Jesus that a knowledge of God leads
into the paths of everlasting life,

"It is clear from the Seriptures that it was never
God’s purpose to teach men profitable lessons by ex-
perience with evil things, but that he does teach them
by giving them a knowledge and a demonstration of
his goodness and loving-kindness toward his ereatures,
Had the word, name and goodness of God been magni-
fied at all times by professed teachers of the Bible,
the race would have been in a far better condition
today. The faet that God has been held up as the
Mighty One who permits and connives at cvil to teach
lessons to men has turned millions away from him.
The people must come to a knowledge of the truth
and of the goodness and glory of God in order to re-
ceive profitable lessons and everlasting blessings. Ex-
perience without a knowledge of God would teach
nothing, but it is a knowledge of God and his good-
ness in connection with the experience that results
in good. In harmony with this it is written: ‘This is
the will of God, that all men shall be saved and
brought to a knowledge of the truth.’ (1 Tim. 2: 3, 4)
It is the truth that sanctifies, and that mecans the
truth concerning Jehovah God.—John 17:17.

8 David lived out in the open, and his eyes feasted
upon the creation of the Almighty God and his gra-
cious provision for all creatures. He saw the birds
instinetively led by the Creator to build their houscs
high in the trees of the forest, while the wild beasts
made themselves secure in the rocks of the hills. He
beheld that God in his goodness had provided all
things necessary for these; and God having done that
for the lower animals, he learned surely that God
would always make provision for those that love and
serve him. This led him to give tender care to the
sheep that were in his charge. His day’s work done
and his shcep brought to the place of rest, David,
alone in the wide fields and under the eanopy of the
stars, would doubtless muse upon the goodness of the
Almighty Creator and sing songs to his praise. He
made a record of some such experiences, and this
record now serves fo a good purpose to God's people
on the earth who learn of and concerning the same,
Concerning some of these blessed experiences he wrote
these words: ‘*O Lord, how manifold are thy works!
in wisdom hast thou made them all: the carth is
full of thy riches. The glory of the Lord shall endure
for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in his works. I will
sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise
to my God while I have my being. My meditation of
him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.”
(Ps. 104:24, 31, 33,34) The man who lives close to
and in communion with God and who silently medi-
tates upon God’s Word and his goodness may recount
his own experiences of that nature with profit to him-
self and to others.

® The shepherd boy in the hills of Judea thought of

and cared for the sheep which had been placed in his
charge and which belonged to Jesse his father. This
would suggest to his mind that the whole nation of
Israel were the sheep of Jehovah’s pasture and now
David was appointed and anointed over them to have
charge of and care for them., The giving of proper
consideration for the flock of sheep would suggest to
his mind the care that God has for his own. Thesc
conditions lifted his mind to greater things than the
sheep of the field, and yet his care over the sheep
helped him to see and appreciate his own great re-
sponsibility toward God and his people.

* David owed a simple duty to Jesse his father to
safeguard the intercst of the flock he was minding.
When a lion and a bear came to destroy the sheep he
made bold to attack these wild beasts in order to save
the flock., He realized that he had a responsibility to
his father, and he would give a good account of the
trust reposed in him. If possible he would prevent
the lion from taking even one of that flock of sheep.
He wos determined that the bear should not break in
and carry away that which his father had committed
into his hands. It was his fideclity to his father that
gave him courage to risk his own life for the flock.
David’s faithfulness in the performance of duty to
his father Jesse led him to realize what is due to Je-
hovah, David knew that the Israclites were the cove-
nant pecople of God, and he would reason that since
this flock of sheep that he was tending belonged to
an Israelite, and that God had deelared himself te be
the shield and the caretaker of the Israclitish people,
then God would give strength to him to perform his
assigned duty. Such faith in God would be a greater
inspiration even than fidelity to Jesse his father for
David to protect the flock. His knowledge of God, and
his experience in conneetion therewith, would there-
fore lead him to trust God in small matters as well
as in larger ones.

11 The divine record does not disclose the time that
David wrote the twenty-third Psalm, but it must have
been sometime after he became king and after the
Lord had delivered him from many trying situations.
He would then look back upon his boyhood experiences
with the sheep in the ficlds and remember how Jcho-
vah had shown his goodness to him at that time. As
the sheep depended upon David to protect and lead
them, so now he would see himself and the peoples
of Israel under the care and protection of the great
Shepherd, Jehovah God, and would look to Jehovah
for protection and blessing. As the visible ruler and
caretaker of the most important nation then on carth,
David would carry the burdens incident to his high
office; and to carry these burdens he would trust in
the Lord for strength. Beset on every side by his
enemics, and appreciating the need for help, David
would remember his boyhood days, when he was the
shepherd, and how he had cared for the flock; and
this would turn his mind to Jehovah and give him

BRooRLYN, N. Y.
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complete confidence in the Most High. This led David
to say: ‘“‘Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want.”’
He was certain that the Lord would always safeguard
him and provide for his every need.

2 Dyring the day David’s flock would feed upen
the green pastures, and at eventide the sheep would
rest in a quiet place, beside still waters. Doubtless
many times, observing these habits of the sheep under
his care, David was led to think, and later wrote:
‘“‘He [Jehovah] maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures; he leadeth me beside the still waters.”’ Sheep
are foolish animals, doing many foolish things, and
following their natural inclinations some of them
would wander away amongst the rocks and into places
of peril. The plaintive bleat of the straying shecp
would reach David’s ears and he would go to its
rescue and bear this foolish sheep safely baek to the
fold. Looking back to these experiences he would be
reminded of what God had done for him when his
soul was weary almost unto death. He would ery unto
Jehovah, the great Shepherd, and his plaintive cry
would be heard and God would restore David to his
favor and bring comfort to his heart,

13 The picture given in the Psalm is so simple and
s0 beautiful that it becomes a sweet and eomforting
one to the Christian now dwelling upon the earth.

14 The twenty-third Psalm, however, must take its
place amongst prophecy written by the man who was
devoted to God and who wrote as the spirit of God
moved upon his mind, as he so stated on another oc-
casion. Those who are now in close tune with the
Lord by recason of being in the temple can readily
see that now the prophecy of this Psalm has been
only partially fulfilled. Jesus, the beloved One of God,
being sinless and harmless, the words of the Psalm
apply to him; but there is no other one person to
whom it applies. It is true that many followers of
Christ have often repeated the words of this Psalm
and applied the same to themselves individually, such
being possible, however, only because the words of
the psalmist seemed to suit their ease, and not because
the prophecy had really been fulfilled by them or in
anything they had experienced. It must be kept in
mind that no scripture is of private interpretation,
nor is the seripture written for any special individual.
No man should take himself so seriously as to conclude
that God has caused a propheey to be written just
to fit his particular case. Many have so thought, but
they did not think soberly. Aside from the Lord Jesus
the twenty-third Psalm applies to no individual.

130f and concerning whom is the twenty-third
Psalm written? How may we know that the Psalm is
given of God? and for whom? The inspired writer
answers, by ‘““comparing spiritual things with spirit-
ual’’, (1 Cor. 2:13) Surecly these words of the apostle
mean that the truth is ascertained as set forth in
God’s Word by those who have the spirit of God and
who then compare one part of God’s Word with other
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parts. That whiceh is written in the Word of God is
consistent, and only those who have the spirit of God
can know and appreeciate the true meaning therecof.
(1 Cor. 2:10,11) Employing this divinely-given rule
the irresistible conclusion is that the antitype of
David is not any individual exeept Christ Jesus, and
those represented in Christ. Its applieation is to the
““servant’’ of Jchovah, to Christ Jesus first, and
secondarily to all who are privileged to be of the
“‘servant’’ class when considered collectively. Its
application is to the same one about whom the psalm-
ist often speaks, namely, Jehovah’s *‘servant’’. The
first Psalm introduces the ‘‘servant’” with these
words: ‘‘Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the secat of the seornful. But
his delight is in the law of the Lord.’’ These words
were not written for individuals aside from Jesus,
but were written for God’s approved ‘‘servant’’, How
clear these words have become to the remnant as ap-
plying to thuose who are collectively in the covenant
with and wholly devoted to Jehovah God!

16 It is proper to say that the words of the twenty-
third Psalm apply to Jesus and also to the church
in the days of the apostles when there was unity
amongst the anointed ones of God. But when the
apostles passed from the stage of action, and for this
reason their supervision over the congregations ceased,
there could be no further application of the twenty-
third Psalm to the followers of Christ, because of the
lack of unity. When the followers of Christ eould be
spoken of as a unit then the ‘‘servant’’ as a unit
could properly claim the promises of this Psalm.
When the Lord eame to his temple and gathered to-
gether unto himself his true and faithful followers,
and brought them under the robe of righteousness,
then the words of this Psalm apply to the visible
members of the ‘‘servant’’ because of their unity in
Christ. Looking at the prophetic words of the Psalm
from this viewpoint, and applying these words as they
should be to the “‘servant’’ collectively, let us now ob-
serve how beautifully the Lord used David to picture
the ‘‘servant’’ class at the present time. If we do so
find, then the “‘servant’’ should take much courage
and consolation therefrom ; and this is the very reason
why the Scriptures were written.

¥ When Jesus was with his disciples he said of
himself and in the presence and hearing of them, and
others: ‘‘I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep,
and am known of mine. As the I"ather knoweth me,
even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life
for the sheep.”” (John 10:14,15) The words of Je-
sus thus spoken, however, do not contradict the fact
that Jehovah is the ‘‘great Shepherd’’. Jesus was and
is the shepherd over the sheep which God has giverA
to him, and Jehovah is the great Shepherd over all T
them that are his. Jesus also said: ‘‘Thine they were,
and thou gavest them me.’’ (John 17:6) Prior to his P
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coming to the temple of God and gathering his own
unto himself Jesus occupied the place of shepherd
to the flock of God. It is not unreasonable to say that
since that time Jesus and his flock are more closely
united as the joint ‘‘servant’’ and therefore the
‘‘servant’’ is spoken of as the flock of Jehovah. Only
such could speak of Jehovah as his Shepherd. No one
could say, ‘‘Jehovah is my shepherd,’’ unless he is in
Christ and a part of the ‘‘servant’’. Concerning these
the prophet of the Lord says that such are in the
shadow of Jehovah'’s hand. (Isa. 49:2) The ‘‘servant’’
is also described as being ‘in the secret place of the
Most High, abiding under the shadow of the Al-
mighty’. (Ps. 91:1) The ‘‘servant’’ as a whole en-
joys a different relationship to Jehovah from that
which it is possible for any individual member thereof
to have, and one which the remnant could not have
prior to 1918.

18 There can be no question as to the standing of
the ‘‘servant’’ and his relationship with Jehovah
now. Being in Jehovah’s secret place and under the
shadow of his wing the ‘‘servant’’ now with full con-
fidence says: ‘‘Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not
want.’’ Henceforth there would never be any shortage
of food for God’s sheep, the ‘‘servant’’ class. Jehovah,
the great Shepherd, feeds his people upon food that is
convenient for them, and they are satisfied and made
fat thereon. (Prov. 30:8) The ‘‘servant’’ rests in the
Lord and continues to feed upon the precious things
provided, and the prophet long ago wrote these words
as being spoken by the ‘‘servant’’, to wit: ‘‘ He maketh
me to lie down [and to rest] in pastures of tender
grass.”’—Margin,

1% Let the ‘‘servant’’ class now look back to God’s
gracious provision for his people following 1918, and
particularly from and after 1922. God’s eovenant pco-
ple have always realized that good food was provided
for them, but the prophetic expression ‘‘pastures of
tender grass’’ more particularly deseribes what God
has given the ‘‘servant’’ since 1922. From then till
now the truth, like tender grass, has sprung up con-
tinually, and this always fresh and appetizing. No
longer are God’s devoted people left in doubt as to
where they are. The chronology was good at the time,
but it alwavs left some doubt in the mind of a eareful
student. When the prophecies of the Bible were opened
to the view of the ‘‘servant’’ class, and continued to
open like a beautiful flower, spreading sweet fragrance
all about, there was no longer reason or room for
doubt concerning God’s provision for his own. Still
or quiet waters are deep. God is now revealing to his
‘‘servant’’ the decper things of his prophetic word.
The “‘servant’’ therefore now says of Jehovah: ‘‘He
leadeth me beside the still waters [or waters of guiet-
ness].”’ The storms without beat against God’s pco-
ple, and the wrath of the enemy greatly increases
against them, but the ‘‘servant’’ is in a sheltered
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placcle, feeding upon the refreshing and life-sustaining
food.

2 One can have a mental vision of David seeking
out and restoring some wayward, erippled and hun-
gry sheep to the fold. Some of them would be caught
in the storm and would be found amongst the thorns
or in some rugged place, disecouraged and almost in
despair, and now behold David the shepherd holding
in his arms and bearing these sheep back to the fold.
How like the great Shepherd, who restores his people
of a contrite heart. In 1917 the storms began and
raged against the people of God, and continued to
inerease in fury in the year following. It was in 1919
that the great Shepherd Jehovah by and through the
Head of the “‘servant’’ began to bring back and re-
store his people to himself and to the fold. Those of
the ‘‘servant’’ then, like David, said of Jehovah: ‘‘He
restoreth my soul.”’ Isaiah had a vision of God’s peo-
ple in distress and almost in despair because of fear
that God was angry with them. This depressed and
lonely condition had caused even the faithful to be-
come inactive and greatly discouraged. The prophet
then sees the ‘‘servant’’ revived and his lips cleansed
with the fire of zeal from the altar of God. (Isa.6:6,7)
The ‘‘servant’’, eollectively, then begins to realize his
restoration to God’s favor; and the prophet deseribes
the ‘‘servant’’, meaning all the faithful, collectively,
saying: ‘‘And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I
will praise thee; though thou wast angry with me,
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.
Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and
my song; he also is become my salvation. Therefore
with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of sal-
vation,’’—Isa, 12:1-3.

%1 The faithful then, once revived, see that God
has something for them to do, and this is shown by
the words of the prophet put in their mouths: ‘“ And
in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon
his name, declare his doings among the people, make
mention that his name is exalted.”’—Isa. 12: 4.

HIS NAME

22 A weakness on the part of God’s people has been
to take themselves too seriously. The manner in which
the twenty-third Psalm has been received and used
by them is one of the best evidences of this, The
general rule has been to consider this Psalm as a
special provision God has made for those individuals
who were supposed to be ‘‘developing a sweet char-
acter’’ that would qualify such to have a place in
heaven. With this thought in mind these said, in sub-
stance: ‘The Lord sees how superior I am to others,
and therefore he selects me to take me to heaven to
aid him in operating the universe; and this he shows A
me by these words he speaks to me through the psalm-
ist. I know that I shall be one who will rule the
world. Jehovah is doing this for me, and therefore P
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he must see that I am more holy than others, and
hence he leads me in paths of righteousness and 1 am
righteous.” The real purpose of the great Shepherd
in leading his sheep was not seen by those in the
state of mind above described. If ever seen it was
entirely overlooked. The words of the Prophet David
are: ‘“‘He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.”’ The latter part of the sentence
was entirely ignored.

23 Until after the Lord had gathered together his
people into the temple of God, how many of the con-
secrated saw that the primary purpose of God in
selecting and leading the church is ‘‘for his name’s
sake’’? How many saw that the great issue involved
in the outworking of God’s expressed purpose is the
honor of his name? Is it not true that the followers
of Christ have looked upon the Bible as a textbook
that shows them how to be saved and get to heaven
and that God’s primary purpose, as expressed there-
in, is the salvation of men? Most of those who were
fortunate enough to get a knowledge of the truth
took it to mean that they were better fitted than others
to reign with Christ, while a lesser number humbly
walked before the Lord, anxious to do what they
could to serve him unselfishly. Since the coming of the
Lord to his temple those who have been brought there-
into and illuminated have seen and appreciated the
fact that the favored flock of God has not been chosen
because of any special value in themselves, but that
the primary purpose of calling and choosing them
has been for the sake of Jehovah’s great pame. This
purpose is clearly stated in the Seriptures, but was
not seen and appreciated until the Lord illuminated
his people in his own due time; and this was when
they were gathered into the temple.

24 The things pertaining to Israel illustrate God’s
purpose concerning the ‘‘servant’’, and this shows
why the Lord has selected the ‘‘servant’’. To Israel
Jehovah said: ‘‘But I had pity for mine holy name,
which the house of Israel had profaned among the
heathen [nations], whither they went. Therefore say
unto the house of Isracl, Thus saith the Lord God, I
do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for
mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among
the heathen [nations], whither ye went. And I will
sanetify my great name, which was profaned among
the heathen [nations], which ye have profaned in the
midst of them; and the heathen [nations] shall know
that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall
be sanctified in you before their eyes.” (Ezek.
36:21-23) Jehovah’s name is of far greater impor-
tanee than the lifc of any creature.

5 Jehovah's great name is at issue because his word
has been challenged by the enemy, With defiance the
cnemy has said that Jehovah cannot put men on the
carth who will maintain their integrity and that he
cannot establish a rightcous government, That issus
must be decided in favor of Jehovah. He will demon-
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strate that he can and will put men on earth who will
maintain their integrity and, furthermore, that he will
establish his righteous government. That will afford
a way for all in a right condition of heart to return
to him and to maintain their integrity. Knowing the
end from the beginning, he proceeded to ‘‘take out a
people for his name’’, (Acts 15:14-18) The faithful
ones thus taken out maintained their integrity while
on the earth, and this for his name’s sake. They are
called to show forth God’s praises for his name’s
sake. (1 Pet. 2: 9, 10) Like David, these sometimes do
wrong, and then ery unto the Lord for help, and
‘for his name’s sake he hears and forgives them’.
(Ps. 79:9) These scriptures convince the teachable
oncs that they are not so important, but God’s name
is all-important.

% Now to the ‘‘servant’’ plainly appears the secret
of the Psalm and the reason for the appearing of these
precious words of the twenty-third Psalm, to wit, “‘he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness, for his
name'’s sake.”’ The time has now come when Jehovah
will vindicate his name. He places his King upon his
throne and sends him forth to rule amongst the
enemies. With joy the King proceeds to his work. He
comes to his own and invites those found faithful to
‘“‘enter into the joy of thy lord”’, and share in the
vindication of Jehovah’s name. These he gathers to-
gether into the temple and under the robe of righteous-
ness, and therefore he lcads the sheep, composing the
remnant, and forming a part of the ‘‘servant’’, into
paths of righteousness, and this he does that they
may have the privilege of participating in the vindi-
cation of Jehovah’s name. The paths of righteousness
are those wherein the ‘‘servant’’ walks while eovered
with the robe of righteousness, which symbolizes God’s
approval. This corresponds with the ‘‘path of the
just’’ upon which the light of God continues to shine
with increased brilliancy. (Prov. 4:18) Those who
love God with a complete and unselfish devotion walk
in these paths. For his name’s sake the great Shepherd
leads them there. No longer can they take themselves
seriously, but humbly and joyfully walk before the
Lord.

** The ‘‘servant’’ of the Lord in the temple con-
tinues to proclaim his praises, and the light of God
illuminates his mind and rejoices his heart. To thosc
of the temple Jehovah now says: ‘‘Behold, the former
things are come to pass, and new things do I declare;
before they spring forth I tell you of them. [There-
fore] sing unto the Lord a new song.”’ (Isa. 42: 9, 10)
Jehovah God has now opened to his people The
Revelation which e gave to Jesus Christ. In awe and
wonder these look upon what has come to pass and
they worship God for his goodness bestowed upon
them. By the grace of God the ‘“servant’’ is now also
permitted to see what must be done speedily and what
ig to come to pass shortly, and then joyfully engages
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in the service and continues to sing forth the praises
of Jehovah.

28 The ‘‘servant’’ now sees that there is a strenuous
time just ahead for him because it is the privilege
of the servant to be a witness-to the name of Jehovah,
Because the remnant faithfully gives this witness the
enemy is exceedingly mad and secks his destruection.
Doubtless it was necessary at times for David to lead
his sheep through dark valleys even in time of storm
and that the sheep would be inclined to be frightened ;
but, they relying upon their shepherd, their fears
would be stilled and they went on. Now the sheep of
God’s pasture see that what is just ahead is fraught
with much danger, but the love of the ‘‘servant’’ is
set upon Jehovah and his full confidence and trust
is in Jehovah. The ‘‘servant’’ hears and relies upon
the sure promise: ‘‘Jehovah preserveth all them who
love him.’”’ Therefore with complete confidence the
“‘gervant’’ says: ‘‘Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they com-
fort me.”’—Ps. 23: 4.

2 The rod of the great Shepherd will drive back
the wicked enemy and shield the ‘‘servant’’ from his
assaults, and the great Shepherd’s staff will be a con-
starnit reminder of his care for the ‘‘servant’’. Know-
ing that he loves Jehovah the ‘‘servant’’ remembers
the Shepherd’s promise to him: ‘‘He shall call upon
me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.”” (Ps.
91:15) This gives him complete confidence, and on he
goes on his way, singing to the praise of Jehovah,
even though he walks in the valley of death.

HIS TABLE

80 Jehovah will never permit his ‘‘servant’’ to want
or to go hungry. On another occasion the prophet
said: ‘I have been young, and now am old ; yet have
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread.’”’ (Ps. 37:25) The anointed ‘‘servant’’ can
now take this literally and symbolically, or spiritually.
God will make all necessary provisions for his own
because the ‘‘servant’’ loves and serves him.

81 The year just past has been a striking example
of the goodness of God to his people. While many of
the world have been sore oppressed for neecessary
food, God’s ‘‘servant’’ has been graciously provided
with all things needful. This is exactly in harmony
with the words of Jesus concerning those who scek
the kingdom: ‘‘But seck ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”’—Matt. 6: 33,

32 The ‘‘servant’’ now says to Jehovah: ‘‘Thou
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies.”’ (Vs. 5) The numerous letters written by
members of the remnant and received at this office
bear testimony to the fact that never before has God
so abundantly provided for them the spiritual food
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as during the past few years. All of these rejoice that
this provision has been made for them by the Lord
and they gladly give all honor to the Lord, where it
is due. Only the foolish give honor to ereatures for
the precious things provided for the anointed.

3 There are those who once associated with the
Lord’s ‘‘servant’’ and were in the covenant by saeri-
fice who would now like to see Jehovah’s sheep starve
to death. They not only try to hinder the Lord’s sheep
from feeding upon the convenient food he has so
graciously provided for them, but join efforts to de-
vour the sheep. While this is going on Jehovah reveals
to his ‘‘servant’’ class ‘‘the man of sin’’, which in-
strument is now to be used as Satan’s most subtle
tool.

8¢ The ‘‘evil servant’’ elass rejects present truth
and at the same time slyly employs ‘‘good words and
fair speeches’’ in order to deceive as many as possi-
ble amongst the weaker ones. (Rom. 16:18; 2 Thess.
2:1-9) These claim to be feeding upon food which
God provided prior to 1917, and they eclaim that no
food has been furnished since that date. While God
did give that food prior to 1917, the “‘evil servant’’
class give honor therefor to a creature rather than
to the Creator, but, in truth, their honor to a crea-
ture is another subterfuge put forward under the
influence of Satan to insure their destruction, and
under such they fall. Honoring the creature, contrary
to the Word of God, and disregarding Jehovah’s pur-
pose to vindicate his name, puts them in jeopardy,
and God permits these to have an energy of delusion,
and many to believe the lie rather than the truth.
(Job 32:22; 2 Thess. 2:11) No effort is made by them
to honor Jehovah’s name, but they busy themselves
in a conspiracy to destroy the ‘‘servant’’, In the
presence of these enemics Jehovah spreads a bounti-
ful table for the benefit of the ‘‘servant’’, and the
‘‘servant’’ sees it and feeds bountifully and rejoices.

35 Take note here of some of the precious and sue-
culent food God has placed upon his table for his
own. Opcning the temple in heaven he permitted the
‘‘servant’’ to get a glimpse of heavenly things. He
revealed the enemy’s powerful and subtle organization
and showed the ‘‘servant’’ God’s universal organiza-
tion and the royal house thereof.

3 He has made known the birth or beginning of his
kingdom and shown the ‘‘servant’’ his great privilege
of having some part in giving testimony econcerning
that kingdom and, above all, of testifying to the great
name of Jehovah.

*” He has shown the ‘‘servant’’ what is the real and
paramount issue, to wit, the vindication of God’s
word and name, and has permitted the ‘‘servant’’ to
enter into the joy of the Lord by having some part
therein. During the past ten years Jehovah has been
using the remnant of his people on earth in fulfilling
some parts of prophecy which he caused to be written
centuries ago for their benefit and cncouragement.
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The Lord in his temple has sent his angels and through
them directed the remnant in the work of fulfilling
prophecy, and that without the knowledge of the
remnant at the time. And now the Lord has graciously
made known to the remnant the meaning of Revela-
tion and thereby is shown where the anointed really
stand.

38 The abundance of food upon his table shows the
remnant that God is giving his ‘“‘servant’’ his favor
and using him to his glory. He has shown his ‘‘serv-
ant’’ what a great and wonderful privilege is now
his to have a part in giving testimony to the world
that Jehovah is God and that the kingdom has come.
He has made eclear that when this witness work is
done then Armageddon will follow and then the
“‘servant’’ will be permitted to see the wicked or-
ganization of the enemy swept out and Jehovah’s
organization put in control and the name of the Most
High for ever glorified. He has permitted his ‘‘serv-
ant’’ to look into the temple and see some of the
glories of God. The ‘‘servant’’ now hears the voice
of Jehovah and Christ Jesus saying to those who de-
sire to know the truth, ‘‘Come,”’ and the ‘‘servant”’
is moved to action and is permitted to have a part in
joining in that gracious invitation to ‘come and take
of the water of life freely’.

2 Thus the ‘“servant’’ beholds the table of the Lord
laden with precious and sustaining food of which he
is permitted to partake continually, and this even in
the very presence of his enemies. Why should not he
rejoice and be glad?

« The goodness of God manifest toward his ‘‘serv-
ant’’ is so marvelous that the ‘‘servant’’ lifts up his
heart in devotion to Jehovah and says: ‘‘Thou anoint-
est my head with oil; my cup runneth over.”’ This
beautiful poetic phrase signifies that the ‘‘servant’’
is approved by Jchovah and is assigned to a place in
his organization. The running over of his cup indi-
cates the abundance of provision God has made for
his own, and the “‘servant’’ joyfully partakes of this
provision made.

41 The ‘‘servant’’ now sees that he is in the cove-
nant with Jehovah for the kingdom. He knows that
Jehovah is and always will be faithful to his part of
the covenant, and so he depends absolutely upon Je-
hovah for his continued favors, blessings and life.
The ‘‘servant’’ resolves to remain firm and steadfast
on the side of Jehovah forever. He has an abiding
confidence that God will hold him there. He has de-
sired that he may dwell in the house of the Lord all
his days while on the carth and that he may continue
to behold the glory of God and learn of him. He
feels assured that this blessing will now be granted
to him, and with full assurance he execlaims: ‘‘Surely
goodness and merey shall follow me all the days of
my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.”” (Vs. 6) The ‘‘servant’’ knows that the
house of the Lord is a permanent establishment, for

-

The WATCH TOWER %

it is the beginning of that great work which is to
continue until the kingdom work on earth is done,
and that then through endless ages those of the temple
will be favored with service to Jchovah and will be
the recipients of his everlasting grace.

2 The twenty-third Psalm is therefore seen by the
‘‘servant’’ to be a precious and sacred song long ago
written at the dictation of Jehovah and for the com-
fort and encouragement of those on the earth in the
last days and who are unselfishly devoted to the Most
High. It is one stanza of the new song which those
who now stand upon Mount Zion with Christ Jesus
their Lord and King are singing to the glory of God
and to the henor of his name. Together the ‘‘servant”’
class sings: ‘I will mention thy loving-kindnesses, O
Jehcvah, and the praises of Jehovah according to all
that Jehovah has bestowed upon us.’—Isa. 63:17.

€3 Seeing these things, it would now be impossible
for the ‘‘servant’’ to remain quiet and inactive. In
the temple all are praising Jehovah’s name. Let all
of the remnant be of good courage and continue to
give forth expressions of loving devotion to our God.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

T 1. Describe the relationship and position which lifts Je-
hovah’s servant above opposing influence and makes him
‘¢strong in the Lord and in the power of his might’’,

4 2-4. With what measure of favor has this Psalm been re-
gerded, and why? Point out the fitness of its having been
wiitten by David. How does the 78th Psalm show Jeho-
vih’s direction in the anointing of David as king of
Israel?

9 5. What was it that made David a fitting type of the world’s
great Kingl

T 6, 7. Explain how profitable lessons may be learned through
experience.

9 8-10 Point out the fidelity manifest in David’s experiences
as shepherd of his father’s flock, which contributed to
qualify him for his duties as king of God’s covenant
peaple.

1 11-1°%. Describe corresponding experiences as shepherd boy
and as king of Israel which would lead to David’s words
recorded as verses 1 and 2 of this Psalm.

9 14-17. What do the Seriptures show as to the nature and
application of this Psalm?

¢ 18, 1n. How have verses 2 and 3 been having their fulfilment
to God’s *‘servant’’?

7 20, 21. Describe Jehovah’s provision and care in which were

fuifilled the words, ‘‘He restoreth my soul.’’

§ 22-27, Point out the importance of a correct understanding
and true appreciation of the meaning of ‘‘for his nume’s
sake’’, in verse 3. What are the ‘‘paths of righteousness’’
in which Jehovah leads his ‘‘servant’’? How does he thus
lead?

{1 28, 29. Describe circumstances of sheep and shepherd, and
the situation of God's ‘‘servant’’, to show how appro-
printe are the words of verse 4.

7 30, 33. Quote scriptures which give full assurance that God

wil} graciously provide his people with all things needful.

1 32. Prove the fulfilment of the prophetic words, ‘‘ Thou pre-
parest a table before me in the presence of mine encriics.””

T 33, 34, Point out the error, in regard to truth and the

gou.ce of truth, which contributed so particularly to the O

development of the ‘‘evil servant’’,
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g 35-39. Mention some of the precious and sustaining food which
God has placed on his table for his people. What privilege
attends their partaking thereof?

1 40. Apply the words, ‘‘ Thou ancintest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.’’
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T 41, 42, What is the basis for the expression of confidence
with which this Psalm closes? What, then, does the ¢‘serv-
ant’’ now see as to the nature and purpose of Psalm 23¢
What is the ‘‘servant’s’’ response to Jehovah’s loving-
kindness bestowed?

THE TERRIBLE IMAGE

den phrase and purposed that it should be under-
stood at the end of the world, where we now are,.
The Israelites were God’s covenant people, and proph-
ecy relating to that people comes clearly within the
announced rule. In 1 Corinthians 10: 11 it is written:
‘Now all these things happened unto them for types
[examples] : and they are written for the admonition
of those upon whom the end of the world has come.’
‘““Babylon’’ is a name given to Satan’s organization,
The world power of Babylon was Satan’s organization,
Deeause of their unfaithfulness God permitted his
covenant people, the Israelites, to be carried away
captive to Babylon. There he caused some types to
be made and recorded which foreshadowed like things
of far greater importance to come to pass at the end
of the world. ““Christendom,’” so ealled, which means
the nations that call themselves ‘‘Christian’’, claims
to be the people of God. ‘“Christendom’’ is really a
part of Satan’s organization, and the word Babylon
properly applies to it. Among those of God’s pcople
in ancient Babylon was Daniel, the faithful prophet
of Jehovah, He foreshadowed a particular elass of
people on the earth at the end of the world which
people are wholly devoted to God and his rightcous
cause and who are in the world called ‘‘Babylon”’
but not of it.
The ruler of ancient Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had
a dream which gave him much trouble. He forgot the
dream, and of course its meaning was unknown to
him. Because his wise men could not tell him his
dream he ordered all of them to be killed, and this
included Daniel the prophet. Daniel prayed to Je-
hovah for help, and God gave him a knowledge of
the dream and so much interpretation thercof as was
due to be understood then. That dream, as stated by
Daniel, was a prophecy; and that propheey foretells
what is immediately about to fall upon the world, and
therefore it is now due to be understood. Sinee it re-
lates to the vengeance of Jehovah (Glod upon Satan’s
organization, and the setting up of God’s kingdom,
the Scriptures clearly prove that the duc time is now
here when the attention of the people must be brought
to this matter, That the fulfilment of this prophecy
applies at the present time is further supported by
the language of the prophet, who said, when he stood
before Nebuchadnezzar: ‘The God of heaven revealeth
seerets and maketh known what shall be in the last
days.” We are now in the last days. Let those who

J’EHOVAH caused propheey to be written in hid-

hear give careful consideration to this prophecy, be-
cause its complete fulfilment is in the very near future.

Standing in the presence of the mighty potentate
of the world, Daniel, the prophet of God, said: ‘‘Thou,
O king, sawest, and bchold a great image. This great
image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before
thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s
head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver,
his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his
feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till
that a stone was eut out without hands, which smote
the image upon his fect that were of iron and eclay,
and brake them to piceces. Then was the iron, the
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the sum-
mer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away,
that no place was found for them ; and the stone that
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth.”’—Dan, 2:31-35.

Daniel then proceeded to tell the interpretation of
the dream, and that interpretation was also a proph-
ecy, the complete fulfilment of whieh is now at hand.
On this occasion there is time only to give a bricf
explanation. You are referred to the books Light,
which give a detailed explanation thereof.

The image as it appeared in the dream was in the
form of a man, and terrible, and therefore must rep-
resent something that is wicked and cruel. The head
of the image was of fine gold, the breast and arms of
silver, the belly and thighs of copper, the legs of iron,
and the feet part iron and part elay. That terrible
image pietured or represented Satan’s organization,
both that which is invisible and that which is visible
to man and which for sixty centuries has oppressed
the human race. It has been wicked, harsh, erucl and
terrible. In brief the proof is here submitted.

In Jehovah’s universal organization, Lucifer, one
of his ‘““morning stars’’, was the head of a division
or part thereof. This proof is found in Ezckiel 28,
verse 14, in which Jehovah says to Lucifer: ‘‘Thou art
the anointed [meaning the duly commissioned] cherub
that covereth [mecaning officer or overlord]; and I
have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain
[organization] of God.”’ Lucifer was made the head
or chief one in a certain division of Jchovah’s organ-
ization, and under Lucifer there were many other
creatures, including angels, perfeet man and the
beasts of the ficld.

Gold is used in the Seriptures as a symbol of things
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divine or that which emanates from Jehovah God.
The terrible image had a head of fine gold, and thus
represents that Lucifer was appointed to his high
office of overlord by Jehovah God. Lucifer defied Je-
hovah, rebelled against him and turned his organiza-
tion against the Most High. While Jehovah could have
killed Lucifer at once; his perfect wisdom dictated
otherwise. God permitted Lucifer to retain his posi-
tion of authority, but changed his name, and there-
after he has been known as Dragon, Satan, Serpent
and Devil,

Prom the beginning that part of God’s universal
organization, over which Lucifer presided, was in
several divisions. His first officers and subordinates
are deseribed in the Scriptures as ‘‘princes’’, who
are mighty spirit creatures, and in this tervible image
are represented under the symbol of silver. Silver is
a noble metal, but of less importanee than gold. The
Seriptures also show that those princes are more
powerful than the angels.

Copper is next mentioned as forming a part of the
terrible image. In the Seriptures it is mistransiated
‘‘brass’’. Copper is inferior to silver, and symbolizes
the angelic division of Satan’s organization. The
Scriptures plainly state that Satan had a host of
angels under him from the beginning, and that these
followed him into rebellion. Daniel’s prophecy speaks
of that portion of the image, or organization, symbol-
ized by the brass as ‘“bearing rule over all the earth”’,
At once this suggests that the wicked angels have had
direct communication with and influence over the
rulers of the earth, and this explains why the rulers
of the earth, such as the czar of Russia, have fre-
quently consulted spirit mediums and thereby received
information from the wicked angels. When Jesus was
on the earth he made it plain that there was then a
host of wicked angels having to do with the affairs
of the world. In this image the gold, silver and copper
therefore picture the invisible part of Satan’s power-
ful organization.

The legs of the man-like image were of iron. The
head and all other parts of the body are above the
legs, of course, and the legs bear up and support the
body and are controlled by the head. Iron is used in
the Seriptures to symbolize military rule. Daniel’s
prophecy says: ‘The legs were of iron, and as iron
breaketh shall it break in pieces and bruise.’ The legs
of iron picture the world powers that, beginning with
ancient Egypt, have ruled the earth and that have
existed from then till now. All of these world powers
have kept the people in subjection and ruled by
nilitary authority.

The fect of the image, forming a part of the legs,
to be sure, were part of iron and part of clay, The
financial and military elements of the rulers have pro-
vided for and employed the military, which is sym-
bolized by the iron, in all the world powers. Clay
looks like stone, but is not stone. A stone is used in
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the Secriptures to represent Christ. Clay is a camou-
flage, and therefore a means of practicing hypoerisy
by making it appear that a thing is stone when it is
not. The elay of the image therefore fitly and exactly
represents the religious elements of the world powers,
which have been employed for the practicing of
hypoerisy in the name of Christ and for the purpose
of keeping the people in blindness and in subjection
to the rulers.

In every world power religion has been employed
to induce people to belicve that the rulers act under
divine arrangement and authority. Today the religion
of the leading nations of earth is ealled ‘‘Christian’’,
and it has been used and is used as the greatest means
of hypocrisy ever employed amongst men. Leading
the list of these important nations is Great Britain,
and Ameriea, claiming to be Christian and to rule
by divine right, and in which the three elements, com-
merce, politics, and religion join hands to control the
people.

The entire image therefore represents Satan’s or-
ganization, both that which is invisible and that which
is visible, to human eyes. That Satan is the god of
this present wicked world there cannot be the slightest
doubt. Jesus on a number of occasions spoke of him
as the ruler of this world and the author of crime
and wickedness. In 2 Corinthians 4 it is stated in plain
phrase that Satan is the god or invisible ruler of this
world and that he blinds the people to the truth. The
ruling faetors of this world are of the three named
and of and concerning which Daniel wrote: ‘‘ And
whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men; but
they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is
not mixed with clay.”’—Dan. 2:43.

The chief objective of the enemy Satan is to turn
the pecople away from Jehovah and keep them under
the wicked one’s ‘control. He uses the ecommercial and
political elements that operate and control the mili-
tary to coerce the people, and uses the religious ele-
ment to hoodwink and deceive them. The three ele-
ments mingle themselves with the seed of men, and
with high-sounding words claim to be the saviors of
men, and insist that the people must support their
organization if they would live. There are ten toes
to the feet, and these symbolically represent all the
nations of Christendom in the conspiracy under their
father and head, Satan, to keep the people in subjec-
tion and under control.

The pious religious frauds are made prominent in
the feet and toes by the miry clay that attempts to
cover up the wickedness of their unholy allies. There
is no real eleavage between iron and clay, and this
shows that there is really nothing that sincerely binds
the commerecial and political elements to their religious A

frauds. They are carried like barnacles to support a T

devilish scheme. ‘‘They shall not cleave one to an-
other,’’ because God has deerced it so. Already the P
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people of Russia have broken away, and the people of
good will throughout all the nations now are seeing
that the religious leaders are the greatest hypocrites
that have ever walked the earth.

Subsequently Daniel had a dream and a vision in
which the visible part of Satan’s organization is
pietured under the symbol of wild beasts, whereas the
terrible image of Nebuchadnezzar shows a picture of
the entire satanie organization, both invisible and visi-
ble. It should hardly be expected that the Lord would
disclose the real meaning of this image until the time
of its destruction should arrive. God did not interrupt
the rule and operations of this devilish organization
until he set his King upon his throne.

The seventeenth chapter of Revelation and other
seriptures strongly support the conclusion that within
a very short time the commercial and political leaders
will rid themselves of these religious hypoerites and
boldly cxpose them and their hypocrisy to all man-
kind. Alrcady such is beginning to be manifested in
America. The commercial and political leaders are
clearly seeing that they have been inveigled by the
religionists into enacting and trying to enforce certain
laws which have afforded hypoerisy an opportunity
to flourish and have caused great suffering amongst
the people.

UNDERSTANDING

It was impossible for man to understand the mean-
ing of this prophecy until God’s due time, and that
at the end of the world. That time of the end of the
world dates from 1914, when God placed Jesus Christ
upon his throne. It was three and one-half ycars
thereafter, to wit, in 1918, when the Lord came to his
temple, and the heavenly temple was then opened and
these prophctie things began to be understood. It
was about 1925 that Satan’s organization as distin-
guished from God’s organization, was first discerned
by Christians. No man is entitled to any credit for the
unfolding of these prophecies and the understanding
thereof. It is God’s truth, and he chooses his own time
to make such things plain.

According to the Scriptural proof, the great battle
of Armageddon. will soon be fought. This terrible
image of Daniel briefly discloses the wicked powers
that have ruled the world for centuries and shows
what will be the fate of that wicked organization at
Armageddon and what Jehovah will employ to destroy
that organization and bring relief and blessings to
ihe people.

THE STONE

The propheey of Daniel says: ‘A stone was cut out
of the mountain without hands and smote the image.’
Understanding the meaning of ‘‘The Stone’’ is really
the key to an understanding of this propheey. A stone
symbolically represents God’s great Priest and chicf
executive officer Christ, who is made the Chief One
in Jehovah’s great organization. From the time of
the rebellion God declared his purpose to bring forth
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a seed, the offspring of his universal organization,
that would destroy Satan and his works. This prom-
ised seed is The Christ, earth’s rightful King and
God’s chief executive officer.

What is meant by the statement, ‘‘The stone was
cut out of the mountain without hands’’? ¢*‘The moun-
tain’’ is God’s universal organization. To ‘‘eut cut’’
means to bring forth or produce something new. That
would mean to bring out from his universal organiza-
tion that which is pictured by ‘‘The Stone’’; and in
doing so no hands are employed. It is all done by the
will of God. Jehovah having purposed it, it must be
done and the accomplishment of his purpose is abso-
lutely certain, Satan not only reproached Jehoval,
but defied him. He insisted that any and all ereatures
would forsake Jehovah under certain conditions and
that therefore Jehovah could not put a2 man on the
carth who would maintain his integrity and remain
true and faithful to God. Satan elaimed to be able
to cause all men to eurse God. The Bible account of
Job is proof of this.

God accepted the challenge of Satan and purposed
to completely vindicate his word and name before all
creation, and he proceeded in his own good way to
prepare to do so. He chose the people of Israel and
organized them into a nation to foreshadow his pur-
poses and the manner of accomplishment of the same.
With a few exceptions the people of that nation fell
away to Satan and came under his wicked control.
When God removed his protecting hand and permit-
ted the Israelites to fall under the eontrol of Satan,
the Devil there became the god of the entire world.
At the same time God announeced that in his own due
time he would send the One whose right it is to rule
and he would rule in righteousness.

Then Jehovah sent his beloved Son Jesus to the
earth. Jesus left everything in heaven that he pos-
sessed, ineluding all his power and glory. He took upon
himself a bondman’s form, that is to say, of a man
in bondage. As a perfeet man he denied himself every-
thing that he could rightfully have had. IIe was sub-
jected to the most severe test that could possibly be
put upon him by Satan the enemy. Jesus had no
rulership, surely, at the time that Satan offered to
give the kingdoms of the world to him upon condition
that he would worship Satan. Jesus refused every
offer and resisted every temptation of Satan and main-
tained his integrity under the most severe of all tests.
Beeause of his faithfulness even unto the most igno-
minious death God raised him up and made him to
be above all, that in all things he should have the
preeminence.—Col. 1:18,19,

God has now expressed his purpose to ‘take away
from him [Satan] that which he hath and give unto
him [Christ] who had had nothing’. Jesus announce(}A
this as the rule applying to all to whom is eommitted T
responsibility and who fail or refuse to perform the
duties imposed upon them. (Matt, 25:29) Jesus went P
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into death with nothing, not even a place to lay his
head. Because of his faithfulness God raised him up
out of death and then announced that all the angels
of heaven should worship him and that every knee to
him shall bow and every tongue shall confess that he
is Jehovah’s anointed One, and the high officer of the
Most High.—Phil. 2:11.

““The Stone,’’ therefore, is God’s anointed King.
He is the world’s rightful Ruler. (Ezek. 21:27) He
appears under other symbols, such as ‘the man child,
who is to rule all nations’. (Rev. 12:5) The Stone
is cut out of ‘‘the mountain’’, God’s universal or-
ganization, in this, that it is ‘the man child, born by
Zion’. (Isa. 66:7) He is the one to whom the prophet
refers when he says: ‘‘Thou shalt break them with
a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”” (Ps. 2:9) Jehovah God carried out
his expressed purpose and has prepared for his be-
loved Son a eity, or organization, of which Christ
Jesus is made the Head, and which new organization
is the eapital city, or chicf part, of the universal or-
ganization of Jehovah. It is symbolized by the name
“‘the holy Jerusalem”’,

It is God’s new creation. It is the very pinnacle of
his ereation. God made Lucifer the golden head of an
organization, which organization Lucifer turned
against Jehovah and made every part thereof to be
the enemy of God. Jehovah would now have it known
that he has made his beloved Son the Head of the
new organization and clothed him with divine au-
thority for ever, and this he symbolizes by the crown
of pure gold. This new organization shall destroy the
enemies of God and be forever to his glory; therefore
it is written: ‘“‘For thou preventest him with the
blessings of goodness: thou settest a erown of pure
gold on his head. His glory is great in thy salvation:
honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him. For thou
hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast made
him exceeding glad with thy countenance. For the
king trusteth in the Lord, and through the merey of
the Most High, he shall not be moved. Thine hand
shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall
find out those that hate thee. Thou shalt make them
as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the Lord
shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall
devour them.”’—Ps. 21:3, 5-9.

By his prophet Jechovah said: ‘‘Therefore thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foun-
dation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone,
a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make
haste. Judgment also will I lay to the line, and right-
cousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall over-
flow the hiding place.”’—Isa. 28:16, 17.

At the time of being laid The Stone must be a
‘“tried stone’’. For three and a half years Jesus car-
ried on his work in the earth and resisted every effort
put forth by Satan to overeome him, and at the con-

The WATCH TOWER

clusion thereof Jesus rode into the typieal city Jeru-
salem and offered himself as King. That was the lay-
ing of The Stone in miniature, (Matt., 21:1-11) The
clergy in control of the religion of that people re-
Jected Jesus as King and sought his death. They open-
ly took the side of Satan the Devil. To them Christ
Jesus was therc ‘“a stone of stumbling’’ and *‘a rock
of offence’’. He denounced them as the very hotbed
of hypocrisy, and said to them: ‘‘The kingdom of God
shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bring-
ing forth the fruits thereof.”” He quoted to them the
prophecy concerning The Stone, that they might have
full notice that they were rejecting God’s Word.—
Ps. 118:22; Matt. 21:42-44,

In 1914 Jesus, at Jchovah’s dircetion, took his pow-
er and began his reign as King. After ousting Satan
from heaven Jesus then, in 1918, came to his temple
for judgment. He had then been ‘“tried”’ twice, once
when on earth, and the second time in his great fight
against Satan, when he ousted him from heaven.
(Rev. 12:1-7) In coming to his temple he offered him-
sclf as King and rightful Ruler of the earth to all
who claim his name, That was the laying of the chief
corner Stone in Zion and in eompletion. The religion-
ists of the present time, particularly the clergy of
Christendom and the counterpart of the Pharisees,
rejected Christ Jesus as King, They joined with oth-
ers of Satan’s organization to sct up the League of
Nations and fully allied themselves openly with Sa-
tan’s organization. In this the kings of earth arc
joined in a confederacy and shall fall. (Isa. 8:9-12)
Christ is the great Judge in the temple. Now begins
his judgment. Jehovah God through him puts forth
a great witness to the truth which is likened unto hail
which now uncovers the refuge of lies and hypoerisy
that have long becn praeticed by the chicf ones of
Satan’s earthly organization. Thus is The Stone def-
initely and completely identified.

Daniel then announces God’s decree or judgment
upon ‘the terrible image’. At the time of the enforece-
ment of the judgment this terrible image must be
completely in existence and must be completely de-
stroyed. All the kingdoms of the earth, and partieu-
larly ‘‘Christendom’’, are pictured in the feet and
toes of the image. The Stone strikes the image, first
on the feet, and then breaks and grinds to pieces Sa-
tan’s entire organization, and a great whirlwind car-
ries it completely away. Satan’s entire organization
must be and will be destroyed at Armageddon. Sa-
tan’s organization, represented by the terrible image,
is ‘‘broken to picces’’ and ‘no place is found for it’.
(Dan. 2:35) Thus Babylon, or Satan’s organization,
of which Nebuchadnezzar was a symbol and the visible

ruler at the time of the drecam, is shown to completely A

fall and ncver shall be again. Egypt and Assyria,
whieh were world powers under Satan, shall be ve-
stored, in this, that the peoples thereof will have an
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opportunity for life; but Babylon will never be re-
stored.

Lucifer was appointed by Jehovah to the high of-
fice of overseer of the earth and of all the things
therein, including the beasts of the field and the fowls
of the air. He was unfaithful to God and turned the
earthly creation into God’s enemies. Christ now be-
comes earth’s rightful Ruler by the appointment of
Jehovah. His rule will bring blessings to all obedient
ones, and righteousness shall be established every-
where. Peace will be with man and beast forever be-
cause the great Ruler is the Prince of peace.—Isa.
9:6,1.

The beasts of the field and the fowls of the heavens
will be given into the hand of the righteous Rulcr,
and thus all that Lucifer once had while he was per-
feet will be transferred to the One who rules by right
and who is faithful to God. ‘‘In that day will I make
a covenant for them with the beasts of the ficld, and
with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things
of the ground.”’ (Hos. 2:18) ‘‘And I will make with
them a covenant of peace, and will eause the evil
beasts to cease out of the land; and they shall dwell
safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. And
I will make them and the places round about my hill
a blessing ; and I will cause the shower to come down
in his season; there shall be showers of blessing.”
(BEzek. 34:25,26) This further supports the conclu-
sion that the terrible image represents Satan’s entire
organization, visible and invisible, and that every-
thing that continues to exist shall be put under the
control of Christ.

The great climax is at hand. The kings of earth
now set themselves against God and against his
anointed Stone. Arrogantly and in defiance of God
the wicked rulers of the earth go on in their wrong-
ful way. Jehovah now holds them in derision. His
judgment against every part of Satan’s organization,
including the kings and nobles of carth, has been writ-
ten, and that judgment is death, in which they shall
all be bound by the chains and ‘‘fetters of iron’’. All
the saints shall have a part in this honor, to the glory
of God. (Ps. 149:5-9) The complete triumph of Je-
hovah over his cnemies comes suddenly. The nations
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at this day are boasting of their ability to bring last-
ing peace to the earth, while at the same time they
prepare more deadly instruments to engage in war.
They continue to cry, Peace, pcace, when there is no
peace ; and suddenly destruction shall come upon all.
(1 Thess. 5:3) This is in full accord with Daniel
2:35: ‘“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors;
and the wind carried them away, that no place was
found for them; and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.”’

As the kings thus continue to arrogantly rule and
boast this prophecy of Daniel will be fuifilled, to wit:
““And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”’ (Vs. 44)
Thus in prophetic phrase Daniel describes the king-
dom of God under Christ, the holy city. No selfish
creature shall have any part therein nor any control
over it, It is God’s ereation and he makes it the capital
or chief city of his universal organization. It shall
stand forever, and everything therein shall give praise
and honor to the great Creator.

God has expressed his purpose, and discloses the
meaning thereof in advance to those who love him.
There is nothing that can prevent the complete ac-
complishment thereof. The Lord Jehovah says: ‘I
have purposed it, I will also do it."’ (Isa. 46:11)
Having accomplished his announced purpose, thus he
will have vindicated his word. He proves that he is
equal and exact in justice, perfeet in wisdom, un-
limited in power, and entirely unselfish, and that only
those in harmony with him shall have life everlasting.
All will learn that he is the only true God, the Al-
mighty God, Jehovah, the Most High. The paramount
doctrine of his Word is his kingdom, through which
his name is vindicated. His name, completely vindi-
cated, stands preeminently above all, Seeing the day
of Jehovah is here, let his witnesses be bold, yet kind,
in telling the truth, Be faithful and true to the com-
mission granted.

LETTERS

REJOICING IN JEHOVAH

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

It gives me great plensure to be with you in the proclama-
tion of God’s truth as set forth upon the pages of his holy
Bible. It was & crisis and a turning point in my life last
February when I had the chance to sit at the feet of Mr,
Bkinner in Lahore for about eight days only. I was wonder-
struck to hear the explanations of the texts in the Bible. I
feel I am the luckiest man in the Punjab to know this truth
which is indeed comforting, peaceable, satisfying and joyous.
Wish I may have the chanco to hear you and see you personal-
ly. It will indeed be a glorious day for me to receive you in

the Punjab. It is my fervent prayer day and night that the
Lord may add upon you decades of life to accomplish your
undertakings in upholding the name of Jehovah God.

Just recently this humble soul has been entrusted with the
responsibilities of a representative in the Punjab. I have every
hope that in spite of the opposition from the missionaries here
the work will spread and be promulgated in no distant date.
The people have begun to awake to the truth and have realized
that the I.B.8.A. is telling them the truth and that the misl-A
sionaries as a class have led them astray from the truths o
the Bible, The Punjab Christian community is financially very
weak, and so depends a lot upon help and assistance from
the missionaries in educating their children who are receiving P
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cdueation in their institutions. But T hope the Punjab wili not
%)e a prisoner in the hands of so-called *¢Christendom’’ for
ong.

May God reveal the mysteries of his Word unto you so
that you may be able to illumine the minds of men and women
to understand and comprehend the truth.

I request you to remember me in your prayers always, so
I may be able to handle my work successfully and that many
may be chosen to join the remnant to sing with them the
chorus of praise and admiration.

I request all the members of the Bethel family to remem-
ber me and the Punjab work always in their prayers. I know
what is impossible can be attammed through prayer,

With Christian love and greetings to all the members of
the Bethel family,

Yours in the bond of Zion,

8. M. Suap, India.

‘A LARGE PORTION'

MY DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Since 1926 it has been my pleasure each year to render to
you & report of the activities in which I have been privileged
to have a share, This year, owing to changed circumstances, it
is not my business to render an official report, but I tuke this
opportunity of sending you a personal letter and ask pardon
if I am trespassing upon your time.

I want to tell you that I love you ever 80 much and am
really glad to have been a colaborer with you in the great
campaign in the year that is mow past. It has been to me a
year rich in the blessing of the Lord, and despite some diffi-
culties, well known to yourself, I am glad to have bcen and
to be alive and kicking some against the Devil’s orgamzation.

I am grateful to the Lord for the wonderful way he has
made clear 80 many things in recent times, and I rejoice with
you in the part you have had in being the instrument used.
Light, in bringing together so many important facts, hag been
just a wonderful inspiration to me, and the way it is confirmed
by the physical facts clearly shows that it is true.

In 1927 I so much enjoyed the article on ‘‘The Passing of
the Powers’’, showing the close working of England and
America. I looked forward to the time when in the Lord’s provi-
dence we should hear something more about the matter. Now
the full explanation has come. It is surely a much larger por-
tion than I had hoped for, but the reasoning is so cogent that
one who is truly alive can surely easily grasp the message of
the book.

Relative to your point that ‘‘the proof is overwhelming
that the League of Nations compact originated with British
officers’’, a recent speech ol Mr. Lloyd George is of interest.
He began to squeak becaunse people remember more the part
he played in the war than what he did in the interests of
peace (so called). He said (speaking of himself): ‘It was
the member who was elected in this town forty fyears ago who
proposed the first resolution in the gathering of the piincipal
Allied statesmen in Paris in 1919 upon which the Covenant
of the League of Nations was afterwards bused. The cabinet
of which I was the head was the only government in the world
that had, before the conference met, and even before the Ar-
mistice was signed, prepared carefully thought-out plans for
putting the principle of that resolution into operation. Even
during the most anxious momeats of the war there were com-
mittees of that cabinet sitting to frame a scheme for setting
up an association of nations for ensuring peace on earth.’’

Regarding the Monroe Doctrine, Dantes Bellegarde, a native
of Haiti, speaking recently at the League of Nations, sad,
¢¢It was nothing more than a blank cheque which the Amencan
secretary of state could fill out at the expense of the Latin.
Amerjcan nations.'’

Both speeches clearly confirm what is written n Light,

It is grand to be living in the days when the hypocrisy of
this devilish alliance is being exposed.

During the past days you will have been in the swing of a
campaign with Light; we look forward to the time when it
will be our piivilege to put it out here in Northern Europe.

Meantime we push on with whut we have, and joy in our
share in proclaiming the good news,

The WATCH TOWER °1

That the Lord may continue to bless you and make you a
blessing is my earnest desire.
With warmest love as ever,
Your brother and workfellow,
A, J. WEST, Denmark.

“WORTH READING”
To JubpGkE RurHERFORD AND HiIs NoBLE COWORKERS:

I am now studying your book Light, the interpreted Revelation.
The contents prompt me to do something 1 ought to have
done long ere this; that is, to thank you from the bottom of
my heart for publishing the only literature on earth worth
reading,

Yours sincerely,
JouN BENNETT, England.

“PRAISE JEHOVAH FOREVER”
My pEAR BRrOTHER RUTHERFORD:

Have just finished reading Light, One and Two, and now
have started to study them. Indeed, whut marvelous light these
contain! What a wonderful revelution that just thrlls my heart
and soul with joy and thanksgiving, and stirs me up to greater
zeal in publishing, door to door, the kingdom message, and
thus have a share in ‘‘bringing forth the fruits of the king-
dom’’. How glad I am that this day of the Lord is come,
when both his word and his name shall be made known and
vindicated! ‘‘How can I keep from singing?’’

A8 I began to read each chapter of Light, this is what stood
out so prominently before my mind: the name of Jehovah, vur
great God and Most High ever all. This is the Lord’s doing.
No doubt the angels, or angel of the Lord, was ditecting and
overruling the writing of Light; for it is Jehovah’s revelation
which he gave to Jesus Christ to be revealed to his servants
now, ‘¢ for the time is at hand.’’

In putting God first and giving him all the praise, honor and
glory, you, dear Brother Rutherford, are a noble ¢‘example
of the believers’’. And God bless you for this also,

Th:s letter of appreciation would be too lengthy if I tried
to comment on my joys received in reading each chapter. Those
on the ‘‘seven angels’’, the ‘*seven churches’’, and the ‘‘seven
bowls’’ poured out and their effects as witnessed by God’s
people, and the share, by his grace, that they had in it! 1t is
simply wonderfull The wine-press feature of Revelation 14 also
is wonderful beyond words, How vividly it depicts the wrath
of God upon Satan and his erowd! Even this inakes my heart
glad. No wonder God’s people break forth into songs of praise,
singing, ‘‘Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”’

The description of the New Jerusalem, God’s orgamzation,
is most beautiful. How well it pictures the glory of God and
his kingdom! Truly, ¢¢In thy light shall we see light.”’

The Easton class certainly appreciate Light, and have voted
to set aside one night a week for its study. I am grateful for
thig; for it will prove a great blessing and help to the little
band of workers here, ‘¢Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
that are written therein.”’

‘*‘Praise ye the Lord forever.’”’ With much gratitude to God
for these wonderful blessings, and to you as a faithful servant
of the Lord, I am, by his grace,

Your loving fellow servant,
HiraM P, KLEINHANS, Pa.

“DONE WITH CHURCHES”
My pEAR SIR:
Please enter my name for the Golden Age magazine, The one
dollur is enclosed.
I am done with the charches and the preancliers; and I would
like to know the way to get back into Christ’s glad service, I
used to preach as a Methodist, but am through.

Please tell me the conditions of distributing your books and A

how to get them. I have read them all, but would like for all
others to read them.
Yours very truly,
P, O, Macg, Ohso.
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“I scill stand upon my watch and will set my foot
upnn the Toiwcer, and will watch to sea what He will
say unto me, and schat answer I shall make to them
that oppose me.”-—Habakkuk 2:1,

Upon the earth distress of mations, with perplexity; the sea and the warves roaring: men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for T
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven wshall be shaken, ., .. When these things O
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God i{s at hand. Look up, and Jift up your heads; for your redemption

draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24;33; Mark 13:29. P



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-.
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed \ord of
Truth. It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume & dogmatic sattitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed yith all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed bim upon it; that man wilfully
disoheyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended info
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES (od, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes tho ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation mnow is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the Kkingdom
must be preached,

r———

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICB
UNiTED STATES, $1.00; Caxapa aNp MISCELLANEOUS TFoRFIGN,
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American remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money
QOrder, or by DBank Draft. Canpadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made to brench offices only.
Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made to the
Brooklyn office, but by International Postal Money Order only,

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

TerMs TOo THE Lorp’s Poor: All Bible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card each May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and
in touch with the Berean studies,

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription evpires.

Entered as Becond Class Mail Matter ai Brooklyn, N. Y., Postofice,
Act of March 8, 1873,
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WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET . . BROOKLYN, N.Y., U.S.A.
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MEMORIAL FOR 1931

The beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the ¢‘beginning of
months’? according to Jehovah, is dated from the appearance
of the new moon nearest the Spring equinox, according to the
authorities. Such new moon this year appears at 2:51 am,
March 19. The first day of Nisan would begin, therefore,
at 6 p.m., that evening, which time of day is the beginning
of the Scriptural Jewish day.

Hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would commence at
6 p.m., April 1. It follows that the proper date for the cele-
bration of the memorial of Jesus’ death would be after 6: 00
p-m., Wednesday, April 1, 1931, That will be the time at which
the Lord’s anointed ones will desire to assemble together at
their respective meeting places and celebrate the memorial
instituted by our Savior.

Secretaries of classes are requested to report to The Watch
Tower, immediately following celebration of the mewmorial,
the number partaking in their respective places,

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
{In each instance class service director’s name and address appear.)
Feb. 6-8
Feb. 6-8
Feb. 13-15

Tampsa, Fla.
John C. Foster, 216 Cass St., Ste. 8
Kansas City, Mo,
F. T. Hoeck, 4510 Pennsylvania
New Orleans, La.
Joseph L. Gundermann, 317 8. Telemachus St.
Colored: Jas, Faw, 1603 Joliet St.

Houston, Tex.
H. A, McElvy, 1518 Stanford St.
Colored: J. W. Hall, 2401 Loraine St.
Spanish: Jose Renteria, 1807 Congress Av.

San Antonio, Tex. Feb. 27-Mar. 1
Dr, W. H. Dunn, 3012 Broadway
Coloral: N. H. Keller, 222 Douglas Way
8panish: P. C. Moreyra, 1718 Guadalupe St.
Denver, Colo.
K. C. Reddish, 4785 Quitman St.
Los Angeles, Calif,
W. F. Crawford, 526 W. Washington St,
San Francisco, Calif.
N. A. Yuille, 195 W. Portal Av,

Feb. 20-22

March 6-8
March 13-15
March 27-29

MONEY ORDERS

Enclosing coin or currency with an order for books or other
publications often results in disappointment when the sender
is notified that neither order nor remittance has been received
by us. In this day of disturbed financial conditions even the
use of checks involves a risk. For the sender’s own safety and
convenience, uso of the money order (either postal or express)
is genecrally more reliable than almost any other method of

remitting payment, It is well, of course, to keep each money (9]

order receipt for reference in case of loss or theft.

T
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HIS TEMPLE

““And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit
of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remmnant of the people; and
they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God.’’—Hag. 1:14.

EHOVAHN is pleased to encourage those who love

J him. Long ago he caused Haggai his prophet to

deliver a message to his covenant people relative

to the building of the temple at Jerusalem. The pur-

pose of that message was to encourage Zerubbabel and
those with him to finish the temple building.

? God’s due time has now come for his ‘‘servant’’
to have a better understanding of this and other
prophecies. Sinece it is positively stated that all serip-
ture given by inspiration of God is for instruetion
that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished,
and since it is clear that the man of God mentioned
is the ‘‘servant’’, there must be something in this
prophecy for the ‘‘servant’’. Furthermore it is stated
in the Seriptures that whatsoever thing was hereto-
fore written in the Lord’s Word was written for us
(the ‘‘servant’’) that we might learn and through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures have a stronger
hope. There is therefore a double assurance given that
the prophecy of Haggai was a niessage sent from the
Lord to encourage the modern temple workers or the
‘“‘servant’’ class to finish the work which the Lord
has provided for such to do.

8 When the apostles were on the earth, and the visi-
ble leaders of the people of God, there was a unity
amongst the consecrated. With the end of the earthly
carcer of these godly men that unity quickly passed
away. It is now clearly scen that approximately from
the year 1878 and forward the Lord Jesus Christ be-
gan to carry forward the work of preparing the way
before Jehovah, and among other things he did was
to restore the truth to the consccrated and to bring
the faithful out from Babylon. Then followed the
building up of Zion and the appearing of the Lord
in his glory. (Ps. 102: 16) It is ccrtain from the Serip-
tures that the temple of God must be built of the
“living stones’’ all of which are in God’s organiza-
tion. It is wholly ineonsistent to think that God has
more than onc general organization or that he would
have on earth scveral divisions of his organization.
God has one people on earth that are his, and at the
present time there is unity between such, To those
who are of God’s organization it is believed that the

study of the prophecy of Haggai will now be of in-
terest, encouragement and profit. Jehovah provides
such encouragement for his own that they may con-
tinue faithful in his service until his due time to
finish it,

* Haggai was Jehovah’s messenger to bear, and did
bear, to the people God’s message. (Hag. 1:13) This
prophet speaks as he is borne along by the spirit of
Jehovah., (2 Pet. 1:21) His name means ‘‘festive’’,
and is derived from the Hebrew word meaning
‘festival’ or ‘the sacrificial vietim for the festival oe-
casion’. In the following seripture texts the same
Hebrew word is used concerning the festival saerifice,
to wit: ‘“Yahweh is God, and hath shed on us light;
bind ye the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns
of the altar.”’ (Ps. 118: 27, Roth.) ‘‘Blow at the new
moon the horn, at the full moon for the day of our
sacred festival.’’ (Ps. 81:3, Roth.) ‘‘A song shall ye
have, as in the night of hallowing a festival, and
gladness of heart, as when one goeth with the flute
to enter into the mountain of Yahweh, unto the Rock
of Israel.”” (Isa. 30:29, Roth.) ‘“Lo! upon the moun-
tains the feet of one who bringeth good tidings! who
publisheth prosperity! Celebrate, O Judah, thy pil-
grim festivals, fulfil thy vows, for not again any more
shali the Abandoned [wicked] One pass through
thee.”’—Nah, 1:15, Roth.

5 The name Haggai has a deep significance. It shows
that the fulfilment of the propheecy is at the time that
the faithful followers of Christ Jesus should be and
are joyful in the Lord in anticipation of his gather-
ing them together unto himself, and approximately
at the time when these would enter into the joy of
the Lord. It is at this time when these faith{ul ones
are admonished to keep the festival unto Jehovah,
presenting to him ‘‘the festal sacrifice’’, binding it
with cords of joy and leading it up to the horns of the
altar. (Ps. 118:27; Rom. 12:1) There was a desolate
and mournful eondition existing amongst the conse-

crated between the years 1914 and 1919, and it seems A

certain that this propheey has its complete fulfilmen

shortly following that period of time. If so, then it is T

food which Jehovah spreads upon his table for those Q
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who love him, and he permits them to feed upon it in
the presence of the enemy ; and thus doing, they are
encouraged.

¢ In the year 536 B.C., Cyrus, the king of Persia,
made a proclamation in which he stated of God’s peo-
ple, the Israelites: ‘‘Let [them] go up to Jerusalem,
which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord
God of Israel.”” (Ezra 1:3) In the year 521 B.C.,
Darius the Persian succeeded this Cyrus as ruler of
Persia. It was in the second year of the reign of this
Darius, and approximately about the middle of
August, that the Lord sent Haggai with this prophetic
message. With the Jews it was then the vintage
season when they would take an estimate of the bless-
ings God had bestowed upon their fields and vine-
vards, and suggests a fulfilment of the prophecy at a
time after much labor had been bestowed by the peo-
ple of God upon the field and when the workers would
take account of what God had done for them.

7 Acting under the deeree and proclamation made
by Cyrus the Jews returned to Palestine and began
the rebuilding of the temple. The leaders in this work
were Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high
priest. Those ‘‘religious hybrids’’ called *‘ Samaritans”’
wanted to mix in the work of rebuilding the temple
and thus defile it. Their proffered aid was positively
refused ; and it being refused, the Samaritans became
the open adversarics of the Jews, interfered with the
building operations, and hired counselors against the
Jews to frustrate the work; and this opposition con-
tinued until the reign of Darius. The work on the
temple was stopped for a period of sixteen years.
This was due to the fear the Jews had of Satan’s
world power.

8 It has long been proverbial that ‘the law of the
Medes and the Persians changeth not’. Here was an
occasion, however, which marked an exception. The
decrce originally issued by Cyrus had evidently been
overlooked at the time the Jews were caused to stop
work, and if they had reposed complete faith in God
and proceeded immediately to place their case before
the king of Persia dombtless that ruler would have
caused thorough search to be made of the reeords,
which, if made, would have diselosed the decree of
Cyrus ordering the work done and the work would have
proececded. This is exactly what was done in the
seeond year of the reign of Darius the Persian. This
action was taken, however, only after the prophets
Haggai and Zechariah had encouraged the Jews to
proceed with the building of the temple, and then it
was done.

® There appears to be a modern correspondency with
the aforementioned historical facts. In the year 1914
Christ Jesus, the Greater than Cyrus, and whom Cyrus
had foreshadowed, came to the throne by order of
Jdehovah, The first act of this Mighty One was to
oust from heaven Satan, the invisible ruler of Baby-
lon his organization. The time had come for God's
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truc people to go up to his organization, called ¢‘Jeru-
salem’’, and vigorously engage in the work of the
Lord which relates to the upbuilding of the temple of
God, and to do this in obedicnce to his eommand-
ments. Through his prophet God had said: ‘‘Gather
yourselves unto me, ye my men of lovingkindness,
who have solemnized my covenant over sacrifice.”’—
Ps. 50:5, Roth.

10 Modern Samaritans, who are imitation Christians
of so-called ¢‘Christendom”’, claimed that they would
set up their own house of God by their own scheme,
and their opposition to the true children of God be-
came so great throughout the earth that the activities
of God’s workmen ceased until well near the end of
1919. As Elijah had fled because of fear, even so with-
in the period of time just mentioned much fear was
shown on the part of the people of the Lord because
of the oppression and persecution by the modern Sa-
maritans. As the spirit of God moved Iaggai to
prophesy and to encourage the resumption of the
work on the temple, even so the spirit of the Lord
God eame upon his people whom we call collectively
the ‘“Society’’, or his visible organization on earth, and
at the Cedar Point convention in 1919 the attention
of the faithful was directed to the faet that the Serip-
tures showed that the Elijah work had ended and that
the work foreshadowed by Elisha must now be donc
by the faithful members of God’s organization.

11 These faithful ones were then called upon to pro-
ceed at once with the work and not to fear the wrath
of Satan’s representatives, but to proceed with bold-
ness in the Lord and at all cost to do the work, But
cven then the work did not take on a real zeal and
activity. Many consecrated showed a lack of interest
in the work to be done, and continued to dream of
things they had enjoyed in the past and what might
still be their portion in the future. It was not until
the eighth day of September, 1922, that the Lord
stirred up the more zcalous ones like unto Haggai.
and then the Socicty called attention to the temple
of the Lord and there went forth the slogan: ‘‘Ad-
vertise the King and the Kingdom.’”” From that timc
dates the real activity amongst the Lord’s people who
are of the temple class and the work went steadily
forward. These things help now to understand the
prophecy and to apply the lesson that is taught there-
by.

COMPANY ADDRESSED

12 Tt becomes important to determine to whom the
message brought by the Prophet Haggai was ad-
dressed, both primarily and antitypieally. Primarily
the message of the Lord was sent unto Zerubhabel,
the son of Shealtiel, governor (otherwise called cap-
tain, margin) of Judah; and to Joshua, son of Josc-
dech, the high priest. The message was also to thcA

remnant of the people of Israel. Sinee the record so T

accurately identifies the recipients of the message, we
may be sure that this is important and that the names P
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and meaning thereof will now enable the anointed to
have a better understanding of the propheey; hence
some attention is here given to the names and the
meaning, in order to determine more elearly to whom
the prophecy relates in its final application.

13 Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel, and the
genealogy shows that Shealtiel was reckoned as the
grandson of King Jehoiachin through the latter’s
daughter; and thus Zerubbabel’s title to Judah’s
throne is shown. He was in reality a descendant of
the male line proceeding from Nathan, Matthew’s
gospel (Matt. 1:12-16) shows that Shealtiel (there
called Salathiel) begot Zerubbabel and was the an-
cestor of Joseph the husband of the virgin Mary and
foster father of the human Jesus. Luke’s gospel shows
that Jesus was actually a descendant of Zerubbabel
through the daughter of Heli, that is to say, the virgin
Mary, The title of Zerubbabel to the throne of Israel
is therefore clearly established. Jesus is the One
‘“‘whose right it is’’ to the kingdom and who is the
world’s true and rightful King.

14 As Jehovah’s chief Officer and Agent, Jesus is
the builder of the temple of God, that is to say, the
antitypical temple, the one not made with hands. It
is therefore apparent that Jesus should be a descend-
ant of Zerubbabel, who built the typical temple at
Jerusalem, and that therefore Zerubbabel foreshad-
owed or was a type of Jesus Christ. Zerubbabel be-
ing a direet descendant of Israel’s anointed king
through the approved line of Nathan, and being also
an ancestor of Christ Jesus, God’s anointed King, he,
Zerubbabel, was properly. and fittingly used to fore-
shadow the anointed class, to wit, Christ Jesus and
the members of his body. All of the anointed are
counted in as a part of Christ Jesus, and this proph-
ecy especially mentions the remnant.

13 The various authorities assume that the name
Zerubbabel is a compounded word and that the word
‘“babel’’ is compounded into the name. Babel and
Babylon properly apply to the Devil’s organization
and the name Zerub-babel means the attitude or action
against the Devil’s organization. Jehovah speaks of
Zerubbabel as ‘my servant, whom I have chosen’.
(Hag. 2:23) His identification and name therefore
well represent Zerubbabel as an uncompromising foe
of Satan’s organization. One of the authoritics inter-
prets the name Zerubbabel as ‘‘stranger or banished
at Babylon’’. Such description exaetly fits the pres-
ent-day remnant class, because these are strangers to
and banished at Babylon, which is the Devil’s organi-
zation. Another author says that the name has the
meaning ‘“to flow away’’. The remnant class did ‘‘flow
away’’ from Babylon, or the Devil’s organization,
and came to God’s organization; and therefore that
deseription well fits. The name also, according to an-
other author, has the meaning of ‘‘scatterer of Baby-
lon’’., And still another: ‘‘The grief of Babylon.’’
Surecly the ancinted of God is both the grief and the
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scatterer of the Devil’s organization. All these mean-
ings therefore well fit God’s faithful and true people.

¢ Jehovah, by his prophet, declares that Babylon
is a great destroying mountain or wicked organization
which he will roll down and destroy and that ‘‘before
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain”’. (Jer. 51:25;
Zech. 4:7) Zerubbabel was the eaptain, governor, or
leader, of Judah, meaning ‘the leader of praise to
Jehovah’s name’. Christ Jesus is the Leader of the
class that renders praise to Jehovah, and God’s rem-
nant class now leads in the company that gives praise
to Jehovah (God, and hence the name Judah properly
applies to such,

1" The message from God carried by Haggai was
jointly delivered to Zerubbabel, the governor, and to
Joshua, the high priest of Israel. Joshua’s name
means the same as ‘‘Jesus’’, and he is therefore a
type of Jesus. Since the remnant constitute a part of
The Christ, the message antitypically is addressed to
this ancinted company also. The name Josedech, the
father of Joshua, means ‘‘Jehovah is just, or right-
eous’’, and would signify that the judgment ot Je-
hovah has begun and is progressing and is righteous
and true, and would therefore suggest that the proph-
ecy applies about this time, when the Lord has ap-
peared at his temple for judgment. That the words
of the prophecy were addressed to the ‘‘high priest”’
foretells that it is the royal priesthood that is ad-
dressed, the remnant of which is yet on earth and
serving Jehovah God.

DREAMERS

18 Haggai begins his prophecy with these words:
*‘Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This peo-
ple say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built.”” (Hag. 1:2) These words are
spoken to all the conseerated people of God on earth.
From 1916 on for several years, associated with those
who go to make up God’s children there were many
consecrated people who are now asleep as to the times
and seasons and have therefore been doing no work to
the glory of God. Such are described as ‘old men, who
dream dreams’. Continuing in this indifferent attitude
they formed into the class that says, ‘“‘My lord de-
layeth his coming.’’ These fall into the snare about
which Jesus gave warning, to wit: ‘““And take heed
to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over-
charged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day eome upon you unawarecs.
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on
the face of the whole earth. Watch ye thercfore, and
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man.”” (Luke 21:34-36)
Those who fail to heed this warning did not under-
stand but fell away.

T
19 Jehovah had used Cyrus to send the Jews back o)
to Jerusalem, otherwise called Zion, the site of the P
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typical temple, and the reconstruction of the temple
became the most important work of their lives. Even
so with the conclusion of the work of the Master in
‘preparing the way before Jehovah’, the temple ac-
tivity is the next order and of the utmost importance.
Suddenly or straightway Christ Jesus the great Mes-
senger came to the temple, in 1918. Concerning the
consecrated people of God at this time, it was written:
‘“Ye are come unto mount Sion, . .., the heavenly
Jerusalem.’”’ (Heb. 12: 22) Fear of the forces or pow-
ers of Satan’s organization deterred the Jews from
their proper work of rebuilding the temple and led
them to say: ‘“The time is not yet come that the
Lord’s house should be built.”” The Jews were then
enjoying God’s favor in the land of their nativity,
and doing so selfishly and without proper regard to
God’s interest or the glory of his name. Because of
their negligence, indifference and selfishness, they
‘kmew not the time of their visitation’ and they per-
mitted opposition to stop their work,

20 Even so0 it has been with many of those who have
made a covenant to do the will of God. Fear of Sa-
tan’s organization has caused many of such to become
inactive, Such course of action was induced by selfish-
ness. Where there is unselfishness there is no fear.
The desire of self-preservation, ease and comfort, and
the selfish desire for honor amongst men, made such
cool ones easy objects of Satan’s attack, and so they
soon said in substance as did the Jews: ‘The Lord
delayeth his coming and therefore it is not time that
the Lord’s house should be built.’

21 Consider now the well known facts that came to
pass from 1917 to 1918 and put these facts along
beside the prophecy and see how well they fit when
the falling away began to be made manifest and pro-
gressed rapidly from that time forward. The fault-
finders and complainers and slanderers of their breth-
ren were overreached by Satan and entangled in the
affairs of this world and quickly fell into the snare
of the enemy about which Jesus had warned.

ANOTHER CLASS

22 Jesus foretold of a faithful elass that would be
found by him when he would appear. It is to those
from whom the faithful ones come forth that the
prophet now addresses his words, and this the Lord
uses to challenge the false prophecy spoken by the
dreamers and fault-finders. Those who are of humble
and teachable mind heard the rebuke from the Lord’s
prophet and learned therefrom. Hence it is recorded:
‘““Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the
prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in
your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?’’ (Vss.
3,4) A proper paraphrasing of the words of the
prophet addressed to the teachable may be this:
‘You have received the truth and you now enjoy
your deliverance from Babylon, the Devil’s organi-
zation, and is it consistent for you to reccive these

BROOELYN, N, Y.

good things from Jehovah and neglect to do the
work he has given into your hands to do?’ These
words of rebuke aroused the faithful to their priv-
ileges and to a performance of their duties.

23 Shortly after the Jews returned from Babylon
to Jerusalem the altar of the Lord was set up on its
base and the opportunity to offer sacrifice was there-
fore afforded. And then the foundation of the temple
was laid. Due to the interference of their enemies the
Jews had ceased from their work upon the house of
the Lord. Their proper worship of Jehovah was there-
fore thus hindered and they were not manifesting
the ‘zeal of the house of the Lord’ as was their duty.
(Ps. 69:9) Likewise in the spring of 1919 the Lord’s
people were doing little if anything to the glory of
God. The zeal of the Lord’s house was not being
manifested. Firmly but gently the Lord said to the
consecrated, in substance: ‘Is it consistent for you to
enjoy the good things you have received and at the
same time neglect the work that I have given into
your hands to do?’ This rcbuke made the true ones
think that it was time for them to awake.

¢ Then the prophet, further speaking in the name
of Jehovah, said to those who thus heed: ‘‘Now there-
fore thus saith the Lord of hosts, Consider your
ways.’’ This was a plain admonition for the Lord's
people to examine themselves and their relationship
to God by reason of the covenant. In harmony with
this the apostle wrote to the people of God: ‘‘Exam-
ine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith ; prove your
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?’’
(2 Cor. 13:5) “‘For if we would judge ourselves,
we should not be judged.”” (1 Cor. 11:31) Some of
the true people of God did begin a self-examination
and that examination resulted to their good and to
the glory of God’s name, while at the same time others
continued in their indifferent attitude. Those who
examined themselves and profited by the examination
awoke to their duties and became active,

25 The Jews who returned from Babylon to Jeru-
salem did not reason from effect to cause and thus
see that they were not having the rich blessings of
the Lord they should expect even though they were
again in the land of promise. Had they been doing
their full duty God would have showered upon them
his blessings according to his promise. To further
awaken them to their situation the Lord through his
prophet Haggai said: ‘“‘Ye have sown much, and
bring in little; ye cat, but ye have not enough; ye
drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe
you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth
wages, earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes,”’
—Hag. 1:6.

26 It was even so with many of the conseerated for A
some time after 1918, The storms of war and perse- T

cution had been passed and many said in substance:
‘Now we have true riches, in this, that we have the P
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truth and know what God has in store for the people,
and we need nothing more. We have done much work
in the past and we have drunk deep of the waters of
truth. Now we are clothed with the favors of God
and we have earned our wages. We will wait until
we are taken home.’ But the Lord, however, says of
such: ‘Even though this is true, you have brought in
very little. You have not enough to eat, and you are
not filled with drink, and while you think you are
clothed you are not warm and comfortable, and what
you think you have earned you have put into a bag
with holes and even that is quickly gotten away from
vou.’” This is another proof that no one ecan remain
in the truth unless he busies himself in performing
his covenant.

37 Then God through his prophet further urges upon
all suech an examination and says: ‘‘Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, Consider your ways.”’ (Vs. 7) The time
of judgment had come and the great Judge says to
these who still remain inactive: ““Because thou sayest,
I am rich, and inereased with goods, and have need of
nothing ; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counscl
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear ; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten; be zealous therefore, and repent.’”” (Rev.
3:17-19) Thus is shown that the prophecy of Haggail
particularly applies to the antitypical or spiritual
Israelites on earth corresponding with the time of the
Laodicean congregation.

28 Accompanying his rebuke to the Jews the prophet
of God said: ‘“Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came
to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow
upon it. Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because of
mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto
his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed
from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.
And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon
the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new
wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon eat-
tle, and upon all the labour of the hands.’’—Vss. 9-11.

2 These words were uttered, be it noted, in the time
of harvest of the olives of the lowlands and at the
time dates and figs and grapes were ripe and henec
a seasonable time for the people to give consideration
to their actual conditions and the blessings they en-
joyed, and how these rclated to the performance of
their duty unto God. They had not received the abun-
dant blessings of the Lord because they had been
negligent of the most important thing they were
brought back to do, to wit, the building of the house
of the Lord.

39 Fven so the Lord’s conscerated people for a time
from and after 1918. They had not then learned to
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appreciate what it means to love. It was after that
date that the consecrated came to a realization that
love is not sentimentality nor ‘‘character growth”’,
but that it is an unselfish devotion to Jehovah God,
which means the unselfish performance of the cove-
nant in looking well to the interests of God’s cause
and his people, out of which people the house of the
Lord is built. Salvation through death and getting
into heaven is not the most important thing, by any
means. That which is of paramount importance is the
building of Jehovah’s royal house by the use of which
he will vindicate his glorious name. It is for this very
purpose that he takes out from amongst men a people
for his name; and when these come to a rcalization
that their chief duty is to glorify God then they are
beginning to sce their covenant in a proper way.

THE COMMAND

81 The Lord then having administered.a rebuke to
the Jews through his prophet gave to them a positive
command, saying: ‘‘Go up to the mountain, and bring
wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure
in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”’ (Vs. 8)
God’s anointed now looking back can see the eorre-
spondency between the prophecy as then spoken and
as applied at the present time. The Lord sent his
angels and directed his people and gave them a posi-
tive order to move into action. It was in 1922, when a
companhy of the eonsecrated were assembled at the
Cedar Point convention, that they came to an appre-
ciation of Jehovah’s commandment that they were to
go up and do service in the house of the Lord, even
as he had ecommanded the Jews in rebuilding the tem-
ple at Jerusalem. God commanded the Jews to go up
to Mount Lebanon, where grew the great cedars, and
bring down, not fire wood, but sturdy logs and beams
and joists to rebuild the house of the Lord.—1 Ki.
7:1-3,13; 2 Chron. 2: 8-11.

32 Bven so the commandment of the Lord to his
people about 1922 was to go and do the work laid out
for them to do concerning the King and the kingdom.
They must then go forward and proclaim the name
of Jehovah and his mighty works and say to cach
other: ‘Our God reigneth. The kingdom is here. Busy
yourself to make these truths known.” No other kind
of work could then be properly or really done by the
consecrated that would glorify the name of the Lord.
It is the temple class that go up to do the work as
commanded and that speak of the glory of Jechovah
God, and all in the temple thus do.—Ps. 29: 9.

ACTIVITY
33 Now call to mind how the faithful elders of the
various eclasses, and other humble souls, earnest men
and women who loved God, responded to the trumpet
call that sounded in September, 1922. (Light, Book
One, p. 105) From that time forward those in the
covenant for the kingdom zealously and joyfully went

o
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to the work. Zerubbabel and Joshua foreshadowed
these because they are part of the royal priesthood
led by Christ Jesus the glorified Head thereof. Christ
Jesus was now leading his people forward in the
work. In harmony with this the prophecy of Haggai
is: ““Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua
the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the
remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord
their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as
the Lord their God had sent him, and the pcople
did fear before the Lord.”’—Vs. 12,

3¢ There was a godly fear that took hold upon the
remnant people of God from that time on and they
were and are fired by a zeal peculiar to the Lord’s
house. These faithful ones did not resent the message
of the ‘‘Lord’s messenger’’, nor say as some of the
unfaithful continue to say: ‘Oh, it’s merely one man’s
opinion, and so we do not need to take it seriously.
We will use our own best judgment and do what we
think best.’ Contrary to this stubborn disposition thus
manifested the faithful responded with joy of heart
and have continued to respond and to do the work
which the Lord has given his people to do. It is there-
fore encouraging now to see how the Lord long ago
foreknew and foreshadowed this class in the church,
and particularly how he showed that there would be
some called the ‘‘remnant’’ who would faithfully,
earnestly and zealously continue to do his work to the
end.

8 The Lord is pleased with the zeal of his own,
and this is indieated by the words that he spoke
through Haggai for the encouragement of the Jews
at the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. ‘‘Then
spake Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, in the Lord’s
message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith
the Lord.”’—Vs. 13.

8 From 1922 forward the anointed realized that
they were acting under eommand from the Lord ; and
they thus acting, the work has gone speedily forward
from then till now to the glory of Jehovah. The angel
or messenger of the Lord has spoken unto the congre-
gations described as Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Those
messengers to the truth have not been one man’s opin-
ion, nor any part of it a man’s message. The messen-
gers have heen from Jehovah God and have set the
remnant class of God right on their feet and opened
their eyes that they might sce where they now are
and what they are to do. To those who are fearlessly
and faithfully doing the work as commanded, Jehovah
God now says, ‘I am with you,”’ even as he said to
the Israelites; therefore, ‘‘If God be for us, who can
be against us?’’ Thosc of the remnant know that they
are right and that they are on the Lord’s side, and
they are determined to go forward regardless of all
opposition.

3 During the Elijah period of the work of the
church a few had becen prominent in the work of the
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Lord. The time must come when God’s prophecy ut-
tered by Joel would be completely fulfilled, as it is
written: ‘“And it shall come to pass afterward, that
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh [all the rem-
nant] . .. And also upon the servants and upon the
handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.”’
(Joel 2:28,29) The fulfilment of this prophecy in
completion is particularly seen from 1922 forward.
Jchovah foretold the stirring up of his people with a
fiery zeal to do his work when he caused his prophet
Haggai to write: ‘‘ And the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people;
and they came and did work in the house of the Lord
of hosts, their God.”’—Vs. 14.

8 Can any one of God’s remnant people today have
any doubt as to the fact that Jehovah is dealing with
his people as he promised and is leading them in the
way that they should go? It is now clearly to be seen
that the work the zealous ones have been doing in the
past few years has been exaetly in harmony with
God’s will and true to his prophetic commandments,
and this should be a great encouragement to the rem-
nant. Instead of listening to the slanderous statements
of the enemy, the faithful will turn a deaf ear thereto,
and march forward, eontinuing the work to the end.
The Lord directed Haggai his servant and messenger
to say to the Jews, ‘‘I am with you’’; and since 1922
God’s people who have really devoted their all to
him can appreciate the fact that Jchovah has said
and still says to them, ‘‘I am with you.’’ The obedient
and faithful ones fully realize the faet that ‘‘except
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it ; except the Lord keep the city [his organiza-
tion on earth], the watchman waketh but in vain.”
—Ps. 127:1.

3 At the same time these deeply appreciate the fact
that God permits them to be coworkers with him and
that the way to be pleasing to the Lord is to be diligent
in obeying his commandments and doing the work that
he has commanded shall be done. The foresight of
Jehovah God in behalf of his faithful ‘‘servant’’ class,
and his goodness toward them, is astounding. These
now look back upon it and say: ‘This is marvelous
in our cyes; only the Lord could do such.’

 Long centuries ago Jehovah forcknew and fore-
told the work that the remnant has been doing with-
in the past few years. The remnant has engaged in
this work and done it because of love for God; and
now after such unselfish devotion to him is manifested,
Jehovah shows his remnant how they have fulfilled
prophecy which he caused to be written centuries ago.
Surely this is for the purpose of aiding, comforting
and encouraging those who love him. The Lord fur-

nishes every means necessary to prescrve those who T

do love him. o
1 Now Satan and his instruments are on the alert P
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to discourage those who are doing the work of the
Lord. Some who once had the blessed privilege of
knowing the Lord but who were selfish became negli-
gent and turned away from him and his cause and
now claim to be God’s own and by ‘‘the use of fair
words and good-sounding speech they deceive the
hearts of the simple’’ and induce them to become
negligent and fall away. Those who are doubtful, and
therefore unwise, will continue to be deceived by the
‘‘evil servant’’ class.

2 Concerning the work now being done by the rem-
nant in advertising the King and his kingdom, and
giving testimony to the name of Jehovah God, those
of the ‘‘evil servant’’ class now say: ‘You are only
advertising a commercial business of selling books;
behold, how good we are, and we show love for all
and are preparing ourselves for the heavenly home.’
Such is fair speech, but it is deceptive speech. It is
speech used subtly, and is contrary to God’s com-
mandments, and it deceives only those who are weak.
The Lord foreknew and foretold this condition now
on earth amongst those who claim to worship him,
and caused the prophecy to be written for the very
purpose of aiding his faithful ones. Therefore let all
those who love God take courage now and slack not
the hand but go zealously on in obedience to the
Lord’s commandments and do the work, Thus did
God command the people of Judah, and thus he com-
mands those now who sing praises to his name.

43 Due to the encouraging message God sent to the
Jews through Haggai, the work was organized quick-
ly and proceeded with due diligence. Even so now,
due to the encouraging message the Lord has sent and
sends to his people through his Word, and by his
angels, to the remnant, these must now move forward
joyfully in the organization and the work and carry
it on diligently and to the glory of God.

4 For some time the remnant have seen that there
is a great work yet to be done by those who love Je-
hovah ; and although this work is fraught with much
danger by reason of the activity of the enemy, it shall
be done and earricd to a suceessful end, because Je-
hovah has eommanded it and because he says that he
is with those who are faithful and who continue to
do the work according to his commandments. The
blessings that the Lord has showered upon his faith-
ful workers during the year past is conclusive evi-
dence of this. It is not for the remnant to say when
they shall slack the work or sit down and be at ease.
God through his prophet clearly indicates that this
work must go on. In response to a question pro-
pounded by the Prophet Isaiah, representing God’s
remnant, to wit, “‘Lord, how long?’’ the answer is
given by the Lord: ‘‘Until the citics [organizations
of the enemy] be wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,
and the Lord have removed men far away.’’—Isa.
6:11,12.
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¢ There are many corroborative seriptures showing
that some of the faithful remnant will still eontinue
to be used of the Lord in doing his work in connee-
tion with the temple and doing it right here on earth
until Armageddon is fought. Some have foolishly
taken the position that a portion of the remnant would
be on earth during the entire thousand-year reign of
Christ. There is no warrant for this in the Seriptures.
In fact, such a conelusion is entirely out of harmony
with the Scriptures. It seems clear, however, that for
the sake of the elect Armageddon will be quick and
sharp and immediately following it some of the rem-
nant, before they are taken away, will be used to in-
struct the people. How long that will be it is im-
possible to say, but it seems it would be a brief time.
Let each one of the remnant now do with his might
what he finds to do, and do it to the glory of God.
As the temple building progressed in the days of
Zerubbabel, so the work in eonnection with the anti-
typical temple now progresses.

(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

" 1, 2, What was the immediate purpose of Jehovah’s message
delivered Ly his prophet Haggai? Show from the Serip-
tures the further purpose of this and other prophecies.

% 3. As to unity of understanding and purpose, compare the
eondition of the church in the days of the apostles with
that since then.

1 4-6. Explain the significance of Jehovah’s giving this message
through his prophet Haggai. Also of its being given at
& particular season.

T 7, 8. Account for the delay in undertaking the work of
rebuilding the temple according to the decree originally
issued by Cyrus.

1 9-11, Describe the modern situation of which those historic
facts were prophetic.

T 12-15. What regarding Zerubbabel is shown in the record
of the genealogy of Jesus? What important information
lies in the meaning of the names mentioned in our text?
Point out the evident purpose in the Lord’s so definitely
identifying the recipients of this message.

9 16. Apply the statement that ‘before Zerubbabel shall Baby-
lon become a plain’.

9 17. What was prophetically indicated in the fact that Hag-
gai’s message from the Lord was delivered to Zerubbabel
and Joshua$

9 i8. How is Haggai 1: 2 related to Luke 21: 34-36%

9 29-21. Compare the present situation with that in which the
Jews failed to go forward to the work of ‘building the
house of the Lord’.

% 22, 23. Apply Haggai 1: 3, 4.

9 24-27, To whom was the admonition given to ‘¢consider your
ways’’, ¢‘examine yourselves’’t How was this to be done?
For what purpose? Describe the situation in which Haggai
1: 6 and Revelation 3:17-19 have fulfilment.

9 28-30. When and to whom were the words of Haggai 1: 9-11
spoken? What is their prophetic application?

9 31-34. What were the circumstances in which the command
of verse 8 reached those for whom it was prophetically
given?

9 35-37. Why was the Lord’s messenger to say to the people,
““I am with you, saith the Lord’’? How has this served
'ts purpose to those for whom it was given as a prophecy?

¢ 38, 39. Clearly discerning the application of this and other
prophetic commandments, and the Lord’s blessing upon

his people, how will they consider his marvelous dealing

with them?$
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¥ 40-42. What particular method is now being employed by
the ‘‘evil servant’’? What will be the course taken by
the faithful?

1 43-45. Compare the effect of this message of the Lord when
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given by Haggai to the Jews and its effect upon those
for whom it was given prophetically. What do the Serip-
tures indicate as to the further privilege of service by
the faithful remnant there foreshadowed$

JEHOVAH’S GLORY

N THE propheey of Habakkuk 2: 14 it is written:
I ‘‘For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea.’”” That prophecy is certain to have a complete
fulfilment. For more than sixty centuries the peoples
of earth have been kept in ignorance of the glory of
Jehovah God, and Satan has been the chief one who
has thus hindered them from obtaining knowledge.
Satan uses his agents in general, and his religious
agents in particular, to blind the people to the truth.
The day of hypocrisy must end, because God has de-
clared that his truth shall sweep away the refuge or
hiding place of lics and that all shall be brought to
a knowledge of the truth, It is a happy privilege now
to announce that already the tide of truth, giving a
knowledge of God'’s glory, is beginning to rise, and no
power can prevent its continuing to rise until all shall
know the Lord from the least to the greatest,

Those who in this day devote themselves earnestly
to the study of God’s Word are blessed with an ad-
vance vision of the glory of God and the blessings he
will bring to the peoples of the earth.

Never in the history of man has there been a time
so favorable for the study of God’s Word of truth
as now. Jehovah God, by and through the words of
his prophet, and the bringing to pass of physical
facts in fulfilment thereof, has revealed his purpose
to man, and it is written for man: ‘Blessed is the
man who reads and understands.” My sincere desire
is to see the people of earth blessed, and therefore I
delight to call attention to the goodness of Jehovah.
He is the King of glory, and from him proceeds every-
thing that is good for mankind.

Jehovah speaks of the earth as his footstool. His
promise is to ‘make the place of his feet glorious’,
meaning that the earth and the peoples of the earth
shall be brought to a knowledge of his glory. He is
the just and righteous One, and every act of his is
prompted by love, which means complete unsclfish-
ness. When man comes to a knowledge of the uusclfish-
ness of the Almighty God, then he will begin to dis-
cern something of his glory.

Jehovah has cxpressed his purposec to have an
‘elect servant’ to administer his blessings and to be
his chief instrument to carry out his purposes. The
glory of this ‘‘servant’’ is received from Jchovah.
None other is given such glory; and this honor and
glory is particularly emphasized in the privilege of
proclaiming the majesty, the loving-kindness, and the
goodness of Jehovah God, The elect servant is com-

posed of Christ Jesus and 144,000 others of like faith-
fulness. Included in this class is John, the faithful
follower of Christ Jesus, who because of his fidelity
was, in his old age, banished to the isle of Patmos,
and there was privileged to write the book of Rev-
elation. God’s time has come and he has been pleased
to make clear the meaning of this Revelation to those
who love and serve him.

It is stated in the divine record that God gave this
revelation to Jesus Christ and directed him in due
time to point out to his ‘‘servant’’ class on the carth
the meaning thereof and what must quickly come to
pass. The fact that the Revelation is now made known
to the servants of God is therefore strong proof that
the great change from the unrighteous rule of the
world to the righteous government is just at hand.
A knowledge of these facts is essential to the people
that they may know there is hope for their early re-
lief and for their boundless blessings. All order-loving
people should put forth their best endeavors to aec-
quire such knowledge.

Today the peoples of every nation are in distress
and suffering. The clergy now frequently remind the
people that their suffering is due to the faet that they
have not been faithful to their church and that God
is punishing them for their wrong in neglecting their
church duties. That elaim of the clergy is false and
hypoeritical in the extreme. Others say that the great
amount of distress and suffering amongst the people,
which has covered a period of centuries, was per-
mitted by the Lord in order to teach the people lessons
needful for their welfare. Reasoning from that view-
point many see that the wickedness of the world, if
permitted for that reason, has been and is earried
on by and with the consent and connivance of Jeho-
vah. Thus belicving, many are turned away from God
and say, in substance: ‘We want nothing to do with
a God that causes us to suffer so mueh.’ That reason
is also false. The suffering of humankind is not by the
consent or connivance of Jehovah to teach mankind
lessons,

A knowledge of the truc reason is essential and
reflcets the glory of God. Centuries ago Satan started
the operation of wickedness, eaused man to violate
God’s law, and all the human race to ecome under suf-
fering and death. Satan knew that God had ereated
the earth for man and man for the earth and had
announced his purpose to pcople the earth with a per- T
fect and happy race. He knew that such perfeet and
happy people would forever worship God and give
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glory to his name. Satan coveted that very thing for
himself; and ambitious for this worship, he eaused
man to sin in order to turn him away from Jehovah
God. In substance, Satan said to Jehovah: ‘You can-
not put a man on the earth who will maintain his in-
tegrity and be always obedient to your law.’ That
immediately put at issue God’s words and his great
name. That issue eould only be for ever and complete-
ly settled and settled right by permitting Satan to
do his worst and then, when he has reached a climax
in his wickedness, for God to reveal his own almighty
power, justice, and wisdom, and to disclose this and
his loving-kindness to his creation. A knowledge there-
of proves the truthfulness of God’s Word and gives
glory to his name.

Jehovah gave his word that he would raise up a
*‘seed’’ which in due time would destroy the wicked
one and his works ; that he would first send a redeem-
er for man and that then he would appoint a mighty
ruler of the earth who should set up a government of
righteousness, destroy wickedness, and bring complete
relief to the people; that under that righteous govern-
ment millions of men would be restored to life, who
would learn the truth and maintain their integrity to
God, and thus prove the truthfulness of his word and
the honor of his name, Jehovah, having given his
word, said: ‘My word shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. I have
purposed it, it will also come to pass.’

It is not experience with evil that teaches men to
do right, but it is a knowledge of the truth and which
knowledge discloses God’s justice and loving-kindness,
that leads men in the right way. Jehovah has fur-
nished an abundance of proof in his Word from which
men can gain the needed knowledge, and now the
time has come for the people to begin to acquire that
knowledge. Within a short time Satan’s powerful or-
ganization, which now causes the terrible suffering of
humanity, will be completely destroyed. It is this
new and righteous government under the Messiah
which will bring the people complete relief. Concern-
ing such government Jehovah gave his word that it
shall rest upon the shoulder of the mighty Lord,
Christ Jesus, and that his government will bring
everlasting peace, blessings and life to the human
family, That will completcly vindicate God’s word
and his name and show forth his glory.

John, who wrote down the Revelation, represented
and stood for all of those faithful followers of Christ
Jesus who would be on the earth at the end of the
world, where we now are. God’s promise is that these
shall have an understanding of the vision which he
gave John when upon the isle of Patmos. Further.
more, that when these do receive such understanding
they must make the fact thereof known to others who
might desire to know what is about to come to pass.
These faithful witnesses of the Lord now discern the
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faet that Jehovah God’s name and word are the great
things involved. The complete vindication of his word
and name is now just at hand. Therefore the prophet
has put in the mouth of such these words: ‘‘O Lord,
our God, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
who hast set thy glory above the heavens. Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength, because of thine enemies ; that thou mightest
still the enemy and the avenger.’’ (Ps. 8:1,2) His
witnesses are compared to babes but they must and
will tell the truth.

In the twenty-first chapter of Revelation John wrote
down this vision: ‘“And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away ; and there was no more sea.’”’ The
fulfilment of that prophetie vision follows the great
battle of Armageddon soon to be fought. With the
fire of that terrible trouble burned out, the rightcous
government of Messiah will appear to all and then
the earth shall be filled with a knowledge of the glory
of God. Then the people will for ever put out of mind
the wickedness of Satan’s rule and the suffering that
they endured under that old world. Then they will
give unstinted praise to Jehovah’s name. Jehovah in
his word of promise says: ‘‘Behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not
be remembered, nor come into mind.’’—Isa. 65:17.

John had a vision of the fulfilment of that word
of promise, and now it is seen that this prophetie
vision is shortly to be completely fulfilled. The word
“heaven’’ used in this text means ‘‘the kingdom of
heaven’’, or God’s righteous government having its
seat of authority in heaven, under Christ. It is the
invisible part of God’s great organization. The ‘‘new
earth’’ means the peoples of the earth organized and
carrying on affairs in righteousness under the guiding
hand of the righteous ruler, the Messiah.

Then the text says ‘‘there shall be no more sea’’.
That docs not mean that the oceans will be dried up.
Remember that the book of Revelation is written in
symbols, The ‘‘sea’’ symbolically represents the peo-
ples of earth that are alicnated from God, that fell un-
der the influence and power of Satan, and that give
birth to and bear up the wicked system of rule that
oppresses mankind, It is from that sea that Satan has
brought forth the visible part of his organization,
symbolized by a wild beast. It means the beastly gov-
erning or ruling powers that have oppressed mankind,
At Armageddon Satan and the beast and his entire
organization will go down. Then Christ will begin the
restoration of all obedient ones of mankind. Those
who rcfuse to obey and who eontinue in wickedness
will be destroyed.

When the work of reconciliation is done there will
be no more godless people, or people alienated from
God, and therefore there will be ‘‘no more sca’’, as
this seripture says. That restored and happy pcople
will reflect the glory of God. The invisible ruling
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power, Christ, is the new heaven; and the peoples
of earth, reconciled to God and obedient to him and
to Christ, will constitute the new earth.

Furthermore it is written: ‘‘And I John saw the
holy eity, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band.’’ (Vs. 2) ‘‘The holy city’’ is the heavenly or-
ganization completely separated from the wicked one
and his organization, and every whit thereof dedicated
to the Holy One, Jehovah; and therefore it is holy.
Out of all the cities in the earth only one city was
designated by Jehovah as ‘‘the holy city’’, and that
was Jerusalem, It was typical. And so in the anti-
type there is but one city or organization which forms
a part of Jehovah’s greater organization and is the
‘‘holy eity’’.—~Neh. 11:1,19; Isa. 52: 1.

The name ‘‘new Jerusalem’’ means ‘‘the possession
[foundation] of peace, the secure habitation’’. It has
no reference to the earthly city of Jerusalem, either
aneient or modern, It is the new organization com-
posed of new creatures in Christ and called the ‘‘new
creation’’ of God. It does not include the ‘‘great
multitude’’, or ‘tribulation class’; and this is indieated
by the text. Only the overcomers have its name writ-
ten on them.—Rev, 3:12,

It has twelve foundations hearing the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb, which excludes all who
are not members of the body of Christ, It has twelve
gates bearing the names of the twelve tribes, showing
that only ‘‘the servant of God’’ is admitted to its
membership. It is organized in heaven, the abode of
Jehovah, and it is therefore the holy city or organiza-
tion ‘which hath foundations, whose builder is God’.
(Heb. 11:10,16) It is ‘“‘cut out of [his] mountain
[meaning God’s universal organization] without
hands [of men]’’, and it comes down from heaven
and rules the earth.—Dan, 2:45,

Concerning those who represent that city it is said:
““‘For our conversation [eitizenship, Roth.] is in heav-
en; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ.”” (Phil. 3:20) This is further
proof that none will be of that holy city as citizens
or parts thereof exeept the members of the bhody of
Christ. It is a beautiful city and is adorned for her
glorious husband, Christ, the Head of that city. (Isa.
61:10) ‘‘As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,
so shall thy God rejoice over thee.”” (Isa. 62:5) “*So
shall the King greatly desire thy beauty; for he is
thy Lord; and worship thou him.’” (Ps. 45:11) In it
iy ““the voice of joy, and the voice of gladness; . . .
the voice of the bride; the voice of them that shall
say, Praise the Lord of hosts; for the Lord is good;
for his mercy endureth for ever’’.—Jer, 33:11.

There are millions of persons on carth today who
claim to be Christian but who, hecause they have no
knowledge of God, his goodness and his glory, da not
appreciate the marvelous times in which we are now
living. There is also a small number, comparatively
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speaking, on earth who are wholly devoted to God
and his righteous cause, and these are spoken of in
the Scriptures as the remnant of his people. It is to
this class called the ‘‘remnant’’ the Lord has eom-
mitted the testimony of Jesus Christ, and has eom-
manded such to go and give this testimony before
the people. These hear the voice or commandment of
the Lord out of heaven, because they see in his Word
his purpose and what is his will coneerning those who
love him, The Revelation then continues a description
of God’s organization:

““And 1 heard a great voice out of heaven, saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their
God.”’ (Vs. 3) This verse applies specifically to God’s
remnant now on the earth, John heard the voice,
whieh denotes that the remnant first hears this mes-
sage from the throne and then transmits it to the peo-
ple. ““And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst
of many people, as a dew from the Lord, as the show-
ers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor
waiteth for the sons of men.’’—DMie. 5: 7.

This is strong evidence that some of the remnant
will be on the earth after Armageddon and will be
the ones used by the Lord to first inform the people
who have survived the time of trouble. The message
from the throne is, ‘‘The tabernacle of God is with
men,’’ and suggests that the remnant of God, the
sanctuary class at that time, is still on the earth in a
lowly, transient condition. This reference is to ‘‘the
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not
man’’, and is not one built by human hands.—Heb.
8:2;9:11.

The Lord Jesus came to his temple in 1918 and
began judgment with the house of God. The evidence
is strong that the outpouring of the holy spirit aceord-
ing to the prophecy took place in 1922, (Acts 2:18;
Joel 2:28,29) In the type the tabernacle in the wil-
derness was anointed at its dedication and inaugura-
tion unto God’s service. (Ex. 40:1-11) ‘“‘The true
tabernacle’’ is with the remnant, and from and after
their anointing to the serviee of God. It is to be ex-
pected that God’s anointed people would from that
time forward ecarry out the commands to give a wide
testimony of God and of his kingdom. (Isa. 43:10,12;
Matt. 24:14) The facts show that the work has been
progressing, and particularly sinee 1922, At the same
time the Devil is making eonditions on earth as miser-
able as possible. (Rev. 12:12) The tabernacle denotes
the presence of God with men in the representative
capacity of his sanctuary elass. There would ncces-
sarily be warfare between the sanctuary class and Sa-
tan from that time forward until Satan is put down
completely following Armagedden. Then will followA
the ministration to the people by those who represent T
God. First thc remnant hear the voice from heaven
and they lift up God’s standard to the people. Then P
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those faithful men who shall be ‘‘princes in all the
earth’’ shall represent the kingdom and teach the
people.—Ps, 45:16; Heb. 11: 39, 40.

Since the kingdom has begun, surely the Lord will
have on earth some representative from henceforth and
forever. If so, then the faithful princes, who shall
represent the Lord on carth, must return before all
the remnant class has passed from the ecarth. The
carth must be a ‘‘holy place’’ from the time God’s
representatives take possession, even though the enemy
continues to defile it until he and his organization are
destroyed. John is then shown that God, ruling
through his representatives, shall bring blessings to
mankind and that he will be the God of all who obey
him.

““And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain;
for the former things are passed away.’”” (Vs. 4)
Christ will be the hand that God will use to wipe away
all tears. (1 Cor. 15:25,26; Hos, 13:14) For many
centuries the people have suffered oppression, pain,
injury, sickness, loss of health and of life. Gradually
these things shall be made to pass away and there will
be no more slavery, drudgery, or cruel oppression,
and finally there will be no sickness and no death,
The final result of the reign of Christ will be the de-
struction of every enemy of man, including death. All
this shall be to the glory of Jehovah God.

¢ And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I
make all things new. And he said unto me, Write;
for these words are true and faithful.”” (Vs. 5) Mani-
festly this represents Jehovah speaking to John and
to the John class, (Rev. 4:2; 5:1) It is God who will
reconcile the people to himself; and ‘‘all things are
of God’’ and by Christ his ‘‘richt hand’’. (2 Cor.
5:17,18; Eph. 4:2-6) There shall be an entirely new
world. ‘‘For, behold, I [Jehovah] create new heavens
and a new earth: and the former shall not be remem-
bered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice
for ever in that which I ereate; for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.’’—Isa.
65:17,18.

To the remnant Jehovah gives anew the wine of
good cheer and joy. (Matt. 26:29) He establishes the
New Jerusalem. (Rev. 3:12) He establishes the new
covenant with the true Israelites. (Heb, 8: 8-13) Then
he gives a ncw heart to the people who love and obey
him and everything is made to the good of creation
and to the glory of God. (Ezek. 36:26; 11:19) This
is what John heard and what the remnant then dis-
cern.

John not only had this glorious vision of things that
must shortly come to pass, but was commanded to
write them, Now the remnant, whom John represented,
sceing these things coming to pass, to them Jehovah
now says: ‘‘New things do I deelare; before they
spring forth I tcll you of them.’” (Isa, 42:9) It fol-
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lows, therefore, that the remnant is not shown these
things merely for the pleasure of the remnant, but
that as witnesses for Jehovah they might tell them out
to others. That witness to the name of Jehovah must
continue until the ‘princes of the earth’ return. The
testimony or word of God is ‘‘true and faithful’’, is
reliable and trustworthy and sure of accomplishment.
Blessed is the class now having a part in telling that
me(sisage of truth to the people and to the glory of
God.

The holy city or holy Jerusalem is a symbolic name
given to the organization of Jehovah which is right.
eous and pure and refleets his personal glory. God’s
faithful witnesses now on earth and who like John
are ostracized see in his Word Jechovah’s glorious or-
ganization and what is about to come to pass and they
are commanded to go and tell the people about it. This
knowledge is given unto them by the grace of God, and
given for the aid and comfort of those in this hour
of stress who desire to see righteousness and peace
established amongst the people. John continues to
describe that glorious organization of Jehovah in these
words: ‘‘And he carried me away in the spirit to a
great and high mountain, and shewed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven,
from God, having the glory of God; and her light was
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper
stone, clear as erystal.”’—Rev. 21:10, 11.

The universal organization of Jehovah is mentioned
under the name ‘‘Jerusalem which is above . .
[and] which is the mother’’ of those who are born
in Christ. (Gal. 4:26) It is ‘‘the city of the living
God’’. (Ieb, 12:22) It is also designated Zion. Je-
hovah is the husband of his universal organization,
pictured by his ‘‘mount Zion’’, whieh gives birth to
the kingdom of which Christ is the Head and Chief.
The hundred and forty-four thousand and One, com-
posing the Christ, or kingdom, take the name (and
are especially designated by the name) of God’s uni-
versal organization. These bear the name of the Fa-
ther and the mother, ‘I will write upon him the name
of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which
is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
from my God.”” (Rev, 3:12) The New Jerusalem in
Revelation is restricted to the 144,000, who are es-
poused to one husband, Christ, and who take the name
of Jchovah and of his organization, The ‘‘New Jeru-
salem”’, or ‘‘holy Jerusalem’’, is specifically the or-
ganization of Christ over which he is the Head, and
it is “‘the Lamb’s wife’’, It is also a part of Jchovah’s
universal organization, The ones composing this or-
ganization are wholly and completely devoted to Je-
hovah. As the city of Jerusalem in Palestine was the
capital city of God’s typical pecople, so the ‘‘holy
Jerusalem’’, or ‘‘New Jerusalem’’, is the capital or
chief part of God’s true and universal organization,

Jehovah bhegins the fulfilment of this prophecy
when he builds up Zion upon the coming of the Lord

o
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to his temple, and therefore it is in course of fulfil-
ment upon the anointed remnant, and to such he says:
““In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown
of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue
of his people.”’—Isa. 28: 5.

To those who are of the remnant and continuing
faithful he says: ‘“ Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For,
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.’’—Isa.
60:1,2.

‘‘The God of all grace . . . hath called us unto his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus.”’—1 Pet. 5:10; Eph.
1:12;3:21; Rom. 2:6,17.

This glorious organization is shown descending out
of heaven; which is proof that it is God’s organiza-
tion ereated for his beloved Son. Her light or lumi-
nary is Jehovah and is likened unto a white diamond,
the most precious of all stones. It is therefore pictured
as a light most rare and precious. It is the organiza-
tion or city of light, and God has declared that he
will not hold his peace ‘‘until the righteousness therc-
of [shall] go forth as brightness’’.——Isa. 62:1.

The Revelator, after describing in symboliec phrase
the glory of God, then delivers a message in his name
notifying the peoples to come and learn of his glory
and of the blessings that shall flow to those who re-
ceive such knowledege. In Revelation 22:17 it is writ-
ten: ‘‘ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.’’ (Rev. 22:17) This is a gracious
invitation. Jehovah speaks to those who have agreed
to do his will and says to them: ‘“Ye are my witnesses
that I am God,”’ and these must deliver this invita-
tion to the people.

Jehovah is the great Spirit. Christ Jesus is his ex-
press image, and the faithful body members of Christ
constitute the bride. Therefore the Lord speaks
through his witnesses and says to the people: ‘Let all
people who sincerely desire to know the truth come
and take thereof freely,’ because to know God and his
Christ mecans to learn the way to everlasting life.
This message is now being given to the glory of God.

Speaking through his prophet Isaiah to his ‘elect
servant’ God now says, ‘I have given you for a wit-
ness to the people, and leader and commander to the

people.’ (Isa. 55:4) This does not mean a leader in
politics ; but it means to take the lead in pointing out
to the people the truth, that they may gain a knowl-
edge of the goodness and glory of God. For this reason
the faithful witnesses of the Lord now must go to the
people and give them the testimony,

Although this testimony of truth exposes the hypoe-
risy of the clergy and the cruel and oppressive hand
of their allied rulers, the purpose is not to do injury
to any, but is given in order that the people may see
and understand the truth and know how their relief
shall come. It is the means employed by the Lord to
sweep away the hiding place of falsehoods that the
light of truth may shine into the minds of men. The
giving of this testimony means the beginning of the
fulfilment of God’s prophecy to fill the earth with a
knowledge of his glory, The giving of such testimony,
to be sure, meets with strong opposition from Satan
and his agencies; but it must be and will be given,
regardless of all opposition. Jehovah God will see to
it that his witnesses ride triumphantly over all ob-
stacles.

Let the witnesses of Jehovah continue to joyfully
sing his praises. Let the people that are in distress
forsake and abandon the wicked organization of Sa-
tan that has so long oppressed them and turn to Je-
hovah God and learn of his way and complete remedy
for their relief. The peoples of earth have long sought
honor, wealth, comfort and ease, and all these have
failed them. Now let the people seek a knowledge and
understanding of God and his gracious provision for
them. Such knowledge is more precious than all the
gold, and far more to be desired than all the honor
that can be conferred upon man. God through his
King will make the earth a fit place on which to live.
He will cause the oppressed of mankind to lay down
their burdens and bear away a song of praise, His
goodness and loving-kindness shall enter into their
minds and make them glad.

Now let the oppressed take courage and lift up their
heads. Let all who love righteousness now say to the
people and nations of earth: ‘God’s kingdom is at
hand; he will rule in righteousness and the world
shall be established that it shall never again be moved.’

The song of praise now raised to the glory of God
shall continue until every creature that has breath
shall join in the song of praise to the name of the
Most High,

GREAT IS JEHOVAH

and greatly to be praised; and of his grealness there is no
search., One generation shall praise thy works to another, and
shall declare thy mighty acts. Men shall speak of the might
of his terrible acts. They shall abundantly utter the memory
of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.
Jehovah is good to all; and his tender mercics are over all
his works. Jehovah preserveth all them that love him.—David.

BrookLYN, N. Y.



LETTERS

INSPIRATION TO GREATER ZEAL AND SERVICE

DEAR BRETHREN :

I have just reand the double volume Light caretully, and now
intend going over it aguin more thoroughly and studivusly,
looking up its various references and c¢itations with still mora
care and prayerfulness for deeper mind impression, Its perusal
in a eursory way should very clearly show to those falling
away from the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society that they
are entirely wrong and are affilated with Satan, and it should
hasten their steps toward reuniting themselves with the
instrument God is using to enlighten the world; namely, the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, which was formed of
Jehovah and has been his earthly mouthpiece ever since its
inauguration, and still is,

To read Light and then persist 1n antagonizing the Soviety
is clear evidence of being on the side of the great adversary
of God and men, whether its reader 18 cognizant ot the fact or
not. Light proves conclusively and indisputably that the Society
of Bible Students have the correct understanding of the Bible
and are positively right in their tasth and work. Caretul reuders
of this book can now plainly see wihy the Lord has kept secret
his Revelation until now, and in hs due time hus made 1t 80
plain to his faithful remnant cluss, and has thus afforded
ample opportunity for all the ontgouers to select and appoint
their own course of action, that is, to exercise their free moral
ageney on affiliation.

After reading Light how can any ot the outgoers continue
longer in their present course, the evidence being so cleur that
they are on the wrong side? There 18 now no excuse whatever
for antagonizing the Bible Society. All right-minded ones of
them must at once renounce their adherence to the faction to
which they have belonged, and instead take & stand with the
Lard, or prove themselves worthy of God’s righteous indigna-
tion and punishmneat. And every wavering one of the Society,
and such a8 may entertain some measure of criticisin respect-
ing its work, or may to some extent have guestioned 1ts more
recent interpretation of Bible truth, should feel stimulated to
greater zeal and confidence that God is with his human -
strument, namely, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
and is its guiding light. Our faith is strengthened and our
confidence is made more secure. To Jehovah be all praise for
this wonderful book, and thanks to the Brooklyn staff of ardent
workers, This book will stimulate the colporteur corps to greater
activity and incident blessing.

In his sending forth the book Light Jehovah leaves no excuse
for any Bible Student to doubt that the Society has the truth
and is being used of him for the proelaiming of his message.
This book within itself conclusively proves that God directed
its presentation, and that its human author was not employing
his own judgment and wisdom in its preparation. No human
creature could have written Light unless the holy spirit of
God operated on his mind, actuated his thoughts and guided 1ts
utterances. It matters not whether Jehovah individually inspired
the volume or had his representative Jesus do it. The evidence
is there that the work is of the l.ord., Brother Rutherford could
not of himself have written this book. The wisdom therein is
beyond human. It is divine. This double volume is priceless.
It is wonderful. It should he an inspiration to the entire
remnant class, prompting to still greater zeal and service, and
should stendy any who are wavering in faith or wondering
whether the Society is right and correct in Bihle interpretation
and understanding. It should prompt any faltering ones to
get into line and herald the divine nessage to the peoples of
earth, No other agency on earth is doing that service,

Light carries witness in itself that its presentations have di-
vine origin. It i3 indeed divine revelation entrusted to human
for portrayal. God be praised for this gift, a satistying pertion.
At last Revelation reveals, Brother Ruthertord could not have
improved on the book Life except by divine supervision, What
a comfort to our dear brother this must be, I hesitate to take
up his preeious time with & personal letter of my deep ap-
preciation. May the Lord continue to stiengtlien him is my
preyer. Not once in this book does he allude to himself either
directly or indirectly, but ever accords credit to the whole
Socicty membership, and he treats the deluded outguers as
gently and as kindly as circumstances and conditions would
admit of his doing in justice to his sacred trust,
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It tis letter seems too long, please pardon me, for ‘‘my
cup runneth over’' with grutitude. 1 heartily endorse every-
thing set forth in Light. [t 13 sublime.

Faithfully in Christ, your brother,
J. A. BoHNET, Michigan.

UNITED IN SPIRIT

DesR BROTHER RUTHERFORD and COWORKERS:

At the last regular business meeting, it was the unanimous
desire of the ecclesia to express to you our appreciation of
the wonderful truths which are comng to us through The
Watch Tower, and of the many blessings and favors received
from the Bible House during the pust year.

We rejoice that our heavenly Father, the great Jehovah, 18
80 richly blessing us through his appointed channel, to which
we pledge our most hearty couperation.

Your radio programs are creating great interest and doing
much good toward the vindieation of Jehovah’s great mame.

May the voice from The Watch Tower continue to speak
louder and louder preclaiming these sweet truths to the hungry
ones throughout the earth.

It is our hearts’ desire to tell you that we tee! united with
you in spint, and by this letter we want to assure you of our
joy in proclaiming the message of the kingdom of God, and
are glad of the opportunity of fighting shoulder to shoulder
against Satan’s organization.

May our heavenly Father continue to bless, strengthen, and
proteet you, is our prayer.

With much love to you and all the dear Bethel Family,

Your brethren by His grace,

FLint (Mich,) EcCCLESIA.

WONDERFUL TRUTHS
MY DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD IN THE LORD:

After having finished reading the book Creation, which has
beer published in our language just recently, I really can’t
express in words the wonderful material that is found in it
and how good this book is for me, What there was lacking
for me I found in this book, I can now see more clearly than
ever what work you are doing; that the Lord is causing all
these wonderful truths to be brought to the peoples’ attention
through you and your colaborers, and that truly the Society
is God’s organization now on earth,

I fully realize the grave mistake some of the brethren are
making by leaving the Society and following a different course
of action, Am also sorry to notice that many of our Ukrainian
friends have been misled by other so-called ¢‘brethren’’.—
Rom, 16: 17, 18,

For a long time I was downhearted and discouraged by
this condition of falling away, but now I see that it’s only
the ones that are zealous for the Lord’s cause that can fully
gee and appreciate their standing with the Lord.

May the Lord bless you and all your associates. I am,

By his favor,
M, TyMELW, N. J.

GOD'S GIFT FOR OUR COMFQRT

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We can’t find words to express our thanks for the new
book Light, the most wonderful explanation of Revelation
ever written. We fully accept it as a gift from God for our
comfort at this scemingly most erucial time of testing of the
feet members of Christ on earth, We are fully convinced that
no human mind could write a book like that.

We thank the Lord for using you, his humble scrvant, to .

convey this meat in due season to the remnant.

We pray the heavenly Father’s richest blessing on you! T

Your brethren in the l.ord’s cause,

Mr. AXD Mgs, E. M, Jouxsox, Pioneer Colporteurs. Q

P



International Bible Students Association

SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

T. E. BANKS
Hattlesburg, Miss. Jan.31, Feb.1  Beaumont, Tex. ....... Iteb. 16
Summit, iss. .......... Feb., 2,3 Port Arthur, Tex. ... ” 17,18
Osyka, Miss, ... R 4,6 Houston, TeX. -..... .. 2023
Hammond, La. ...cccccceee. ”’ 6,7 Galveston, Tex. ... "o24, 25
Baton Rouge, fa. oo n 8, 9 San Antonio, Tex. Feb. 27-Mar. 1
New Orleans, La. ... ? 11-15  Austin, Tex, ........Mar. 3,4

T. E. BARKER

New York, N. ¥. ... Feb. 1,2 Chester, Pa. ..........JFeb. 15,616
Newark, N. J, i » 3,4 Wilmington, Del. ... ” 17,18
New Brunswick, N. 8,7 Baltimore, Md. » 20,21
Trenton, N. 7. 8,9 Washington, D. C "o22 23
Philadelphia, Pa. 10,11 Richmond, Va. ... ™ 25,26
Camden, N, J. ....... 13,14  Petersburg, Va. "o297,28

C. W. CUTFORTH

Feb, 2,3 Portagela Pr., Man. Fﬂb 14, 15
. 4,5 Winnipeg, Man.

Kelwood, Man, ........
Neepawa, Man,

Brandon, Man. .. . , 8 Morden, Man. ..... ” 17
Souris, Man., ... * 9,10  Altona, Man. ...... " 1819
Rapid City, Man. ... ” 12,13 Winnipeg, Man, ......- » 20,21
G. H. DRAPER

Plln{ .......... Feb. 1 Newark, Ohlo Feb. 20, 21
Gall polis F 8 ‘W, Va, 3 Dresden, Ohio ......

Gallipolis, Ohio ........ ” 4 Coshocton, Ohio ” 23
Mowrystown, Ohio .... 5  Port Washington, Ohio * 21
Portsmouth, Chio ... " 8,7 N. Philadelphia, Ohio " 25, 20
Chillicothe, Ohio ...... » 8,9 Cambridge, Ohio ........ 27,28
Columbus, Ohjo ........ *® 10-18  Zanesville, Ohio ........ Mar. 1,2

F. J. FRANSKI

Victoria, B. C. Jan. 30-Feb 1 Penticton, B. C, ... I‘eb 14, 15
Port Coquitlam, B, C, Feb 2,3 Rock Creek,

Surrey, B, C, .ccoveenee §,8 Grand Forks, B. C. ... " 17, 18
Matsqui, B, C. ” 7.8 Trail, B. C. ....... . 19,20
Chlllhvack B. € ” 9  Nelson, B. C. o 21, 22
Penticton, B, C. ” 11 Cranbrook, B, C, ... " 23,24
Vernon, B. C. .. » 12,13 Lethbridge, Alta. ...... » 26-28

M. L. HERR

Saginaw, Mich ......... Feb 1,2 Grand Rapids, Mich. Feb, 15, 16
Bay City, Mich. . 3,4  Muskegon, Mich, .....” 17,18
Midland, ’ Mich, 6,7 Kalamazoo, Mich, ... " 20,21
Lansing. Mich, ...... " 8,0 Benton Harbor, Mich. ” 22 23
Jackson, Mich, ” 10,11 South Bend, Ind. ... 24,25
Battle dreek Mich., .. ” 13,14  Elkhart, Ind. s ” 27,28

W. M. HERSEE

Beamsville, Ont, ...... Feb. 2,3 Stratford, Ont.
8t. Catharines, Ont, " 5,6 Kitchener, Ont
Nla;{ara Falls, Ont. r 7,8 Guelph, Ont.

Welland, Ont, " 910 Preston, Ont
Dunanvilie, Ont. 11,12 Galt, Ont.
Brantford, Ont. . " 14,15 Toronto, Ont.

A. KOERBER
Hickory, N, C. ...Jan. 30-Feb.1  Coeburn, Va. .......... Feb 14-16
Charlotte, N, C. ........ Feb. b6-8 Bristol, Tenn. 20,21
New Tazewell Tenn. ” 13 Knoxville, Tenn. ....... ” 23, 2%

LOUIS LARSON

e B€D, 3-8 Harleson, La,
- 10,11 Folsom, La.

. ' 13-18 Bogalusa, La. .
............ " Mobile, Ala.
21,22  Day Minette, Ala, ...Mar, 1,2

A. H. MACMILLAN

Tampa, Fla, ..
Marianna, ¥la. ...
New Orleans, La.
Biloxi, Miss.
Baton’ Rouge, La. ...... ”

crscssnnees- €D 23
- ! 24

o
[~

Miam], Fla, ....... Jan. 30-Feb, 1 Galveston, Tex, .......JFéb, 18
Tampa, Fla. .. I'eb, 4-8 Houston, Tex, ....cce » 20,22
Pensacola, Fla. . ” 12 Corpus Christi. “Tex. " 54, 25
Now Orleans, La. * 1315 San Antonio, Tex. Feb. 27-Mar. 1
Beaumont, Tex, ........ " 16 El Paso, TeX, ..coceeceeeeae Mar, 3
G. Y. M'CORMICK
Massillon, Ohlo Jan, 31, Feb. 1 Kent, Ohio ............. b, 13, 14
Barberton, Ohio ....... F b. Ravenna, Obio ........ * 15,1
Wadsworth, Kalamazoo, Mich. ... " 19.2

Ohio ... ” 3,4
2

y 22
Akron, Olio .....cccece ” 6-1 Cleveland, Ohlo Feb.23-Mar. 7

E. D. ORRELL
La Salle, Til, ... Feb, 1  Rock Island, II. ... Feb. 17, 18
Kpring \a]ley Ill .. 2 Clinton, IOWR oo
nsas City, Mo, ..., " 411  Rock IFallg, Iowa .
Davenport, Io“a ...... ? 13,14  Ashton, Il ... -
Moling, Ill. wereecirs. ” 15,16 Kewanee, il oomeon
J. C. RAINBOW
Corpus Christi, Tex. Feb 1,2 Devers, Tex. ....cconueen Feb, 14
Galveston, Tex. ........ 3-5 Beaumont, Tex. ........ ? o 15-17
Dickinson, Tex, ........ ” 1] Port Arthur. Tex, ... ” 18
Houston, Tex. .......” 7-9 Houston, Tex. ... »o20. "2
Senly, TeX. woomen " 10  San Antonio, Tex. “Feb. 25-Mar. 2
Wailer, Tex. wo. ® 11,12  Taylor, Tex. ...... Mar. 8,4
C. ROBERTS
Biggar, Sask. ...Jan,31,Feb.1 Wakaw, Sask. ..... Feb, 14,15
Prince Albert, Sask. Feb. 7,8 Quill Lake, Sask. "o 20-22
H. L. STEWART
Victorta, B. C. Jan. 30 Feb.1  Lethbridge, Alta. ...Feb. 11, 12
Kamloops, B. C. ... Feb. 2,3 Medicine Hat, Alta, 7 14,
Yernon, B, C. ............ !’ 4,5 Maple Creek, Sask. ., 7 1
Calgary, Alta. .... 7,8 Swift Current, Sask., " 17,18
Macleod, Alta, 9,10 Herbert, Sask. ....c... ” 19,2
W. P. STRONG
Carbondale, Til Feb. 2,3 Wabbaseka, Ark veb. 17
Mounds, I, . ” 4,05 Scott, Ark. .. ” 18
Owenshoro, K " 7 Little Rock, A 20-22
Dexter, Mo. .. " 8 Malvern, Ark. 23
Lexington, Mo. " 9 Fort Smith, Ark ? 25, 26
Memphis, Tenn. *  10-15 Fayetteville, Ark.... ”
Monroe, Ark, ... 16 Siloam Springs, Ark, » 28
W, J. THORN
Manchester, N. H, Jan. 30-Feb. 1 Pittsfield, Me. ......... l‘eb 12
Dover, N. HoOoo Feb. 2 Bangor, Me, ... ——- 14, 15
Springvale, Me, . Guilford, Me. .. - 1
Portland, Me. ........ ” 4,5 Lowell, Mass. ... . 17-20
Mapleton Me. . . 7  Leominster, Mass. ... " 21,22
Lewiston, Me, ... n 8,9 Orange, Mass. ......coce vo23,24
Hallowell, Me. .......... ? 10,11 Greenﬁeld Mass, cueeeee » 25,26
S. H. TOUTJIAN
Grand Rapids, Minn. Feb, 1 Kathryn, N. Dak. ...Feb. 17
Boy River, Minn. ... » 2!/3 Enderlin, N. Dak. .... " 18,190
Argyle, Minn, .c.eeeee ” 56 Wyndemere, N, Dak. ” 21
Minot, N. Dak. ... " 7 De Lamere, N. Dak. . 22
Grand Forks, N. L 8,90 Berlin, N. Dak. ....... ” 23,2%
Fargo, N. Dak. ...... ” 11-15 Conde, 8. Dak. . 26,27
Eckelson, N. Dak, ... » 16 White, 8. Dak, .
J. C. WATT
Arvin, Calif. ... I‘eb 1,2  Reedley, Calif. .......... F 13
Bakersfield, Cahf 3 Los Angeles, Calif, .... " 14-23
Tulare, Calif, e 4,56 Glendale, Calf. ........ ", 24,23
Porterville, Calif. .. » 7 VYan Nuys, Calif. ...... ” 27,28
Fresno, Calif, coorreeen ” 8-11  Pasadena, Calif. .......Mar, 14

GEORGE YOUNG

Plainfleld, N. J. ....Feb. 79 Lakewood, N. J. ... I‘eb 16,17
New Brunswirk N.J.” 10,11 Atlantie City, N, .T. - 18-21
Carteret, N, J .......... 12  Woodbine, N. J. ... " 22
Perth Amboy, N ‘ AP S 14 Millville, N. J. - 23
Asbury Park, N, J. .. " 15 Vineland, N. J. " 24,25

LB.S.A. Berean Bible Studies

by means of

e WATCH TOWER

“Preservation of the Unselfish”
Issue of January 1, 1931

Week beginning Mareh 1 ., . . . . T 1-16
Week beginning March 8 . . . . . ¥ 1732
Week beginning March 15 . . . . . ¥ 3351
“Goodness to His Servant”
Issue of January 15, 1391
Week beginning March 22 . . .7 121
Week beginning March 20 . . . . . ¥ 2243
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Why Not Fear
Shaking All Nations .....
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CONVENTIONS
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8eRvICE CONVENTIONS

T 1oill stand upon my watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to sea what He will
say unto e, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me”’—Habakkuk 8:1,

Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the gea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at bhand. Look up, &nd lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13: 29,
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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS ilournal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God, It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven end earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of hias creation; that the Logo-
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him,

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come, This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.

YearLy SUBSCRIPTION PRICR
UNitep Srares, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEZOUS FOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT i!m'mm, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH _AVRICA, 7B.
American remittances should bhe made ig Exgreu or Postal Liones
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African &n
Australasian remittances should be made to branch ofices only.
Remittances from scattered foreign territory mﬁ% be made to the
Brooklyn office, but by Intemational Postal ney Order only,

(Foreign iranslations of thie journal appear in several languages.)

TERMS TO TER LORD’'S Poor: All Bible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
Journal, will be supplied free if they send a golta.l card each May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not onl;
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually

in touch with the Berean studies,

Notice to Subsoribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month, A renewal blank {(carrying notice of {ration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires,

Entered as Second Olass Mail Matter at Brooklys, N. Y., Postofios,
Aot of Maroh 8, 1879,

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET . . BROOKLYN, N.Y., U.S. A,
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J. B. RUTHERFORD Presidens W. E. VAN AMBURGH  Secretary

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE . . . J. F. RUTHERFORD
W.E. VANAMBURGH J. HEMERY R.H.BARBER E.]J. COWARD

FOREIGN COFFICES
Britsh v o « o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ & 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
m- ® 8 & @ * ¢ © s 8 2 @ ml:wmAmm.Toronto.Ontuio
Augivalasian « o o o o 7 Beresford Rosd, Strathfield, N.S. W., Australia
South African + + o o ¢+ o o o 6 Lelie Street, Cape Town, South Africa
Please address the Soclety in every case

CONVENTIONS

For convenienco of all readers of The Watch Tower through-
out the world, announcement is now made of conventions of
those who love and serve Jehovah, as follows:

May 23 to 26, 1931, Paris, France.

May 30 to June 1, 1831, Berlin, Germany.

June (exact date annmounced later), 1931, London, England,
July 24 to 30, 1931, Columbus, Ohio, U. 8. A.

Let all in Americo and Canada, if possible, make arrange-
ments for their vacations during the period of the Columbus
convention, in order that they may attend. This promises to
be & very important convention to the people of God, at which
many blessings from Jehovah may be expected. The president of
the Bociety hopes to attend all the above conventions. A more
detailed announcement will be made in The Watch Tower
shortly,

MEMORIAL FOR 1931

The beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the ¢‘beginning of
months’’ according to Jehovah, is dated from the appearance
of the new moon nesrest the Spring equinox, according to the
authorities. Such new moon this year appears at 2:51 am,
March 19. The first day of Nisan would begin, therefore,
at 6 p.m. that evening, which time of day is the beginning
of the Beriptural Jewish day.

Hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would commence at
6 p.m, April 1, It follows that the proper date for the cele-
bration of the memorial of Jesus’ death would be after 6: 00
p-m., Wednesday, April 1, 1931, That will be the time at which
the i;ord’s anointed ones will desire to assemble together at
their respective meeting places and celebrate the memorial
instituted by our SBavior.

Becretaries of classes are requested to report to The Watch
Tower, immediately following celebration of the memorial,
the number partaking in their respective places.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance olass service director’s name and address appear.)

Houston, Tex. Feb, 20-22
H. A, McElvy, 1518 Stanford 8t.
Colored: J, W. Hall, 2401 Loraine St.
8panish: Jose Benteria, 1807 Congress Av,

San Antonio, Tex. Feh, 27-Mar. 1

Dr, W. H. Dunn, 3012 Broadway
Colored: N. H. Keller, 222 Douglas Way
Spanish: P. C. Moreyra, 1718 Guadalupe St.

Los Angeles, Calif, March 13-15
W. F. Crawford, 526 W. Washington St.

San Francisco, Calif,
N. A, Yuille, 195 W, Portal Av.

Denver, Colo.’ March 6-8
K. C. Reddish, 4785 Quitman St. A
T
March 27-29 O
P
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HIS TEMPLE

“The desire of all nations shall come.”’—Hag. 2: 7.

PART 2

EHOVAH does everything orderly. He chooses
J his own good time and seasons to bring to pass
certain parts of his work, and this includes the
messages he sends from time to time to his faithful
people. The fact that the Lord is so explicit in the
prophecies to name the month, day, and year, indicates
that there is a specific time that the Lord sends to his
people a message for their encouragement.

2The last verse of the first chapter of Haggai’s
prophecy shows the Jews doing work on the house of
the Lord in the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month,
in the second year of the reign of Darius, the king of
Persia. The second chapter of Haggai’s prophecy be-
gins with the statement that on the twenty-first day
of the seventh month of the same year Jehovah com-
mands his prophet to speak to Zerubbabel the captain,
and to Joshua the high priest, and to the remnant of
the people. The time here mentioned was about one
month after the work had been begun afresh on the
Lord’s temple. According to the law concerning the
feast of tabernacles this day would be a sabbath day
or holiday time when the people would be assembled
at the altar for service unto Jehovah. That was a con-
venient time for the Prophet Haggai to address the
leaders and the remnant, and it is certain that the
Lord Jehovah had chosen that time. The message of
the Lord was directed specifically to the leaders; there-
fore showing that a responsibility is laid upon them
to be examples to the remnant, and examples of God’s
favored ones in the course of action that they would
pursue.

31t is easy to see that there is a correspondency in
the events then and in the action of the Lord’s people
at this time. At certain fixed times the Lord sends a
message to his people, and this shows a responsibility
upon those who are put in position as leaders to be
examples to the others, and examples of God’s flock.
—1 Pet. 5:3.

4 Solomon’s temple, which had been destroyed by
the Babylonians some years previously, to wit, in the
year 606 B. C., is described as being a glorious strue-
ture. Hearing of its greatness, and the grandeur of
King Solomon, the Queen of Sheba made a pilgrim-
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age to Jerusalem, It is written that when she had
seen Solomon’s way of asecent by which he went up
into the house of the Lord there was no more spirit
in her and she said to the king: ‘‘The half was not
told me.”” (1 Ki. 10:5-7) When the foundation of
Zerubbabel’s temple was laid, which was about sixteen
years prior to the occasion of Haggai’s prophetic
speech here under consideration, there were then pres-
ent some ‘who were ancient men that had seen the
first house of the Lord’, or Solomon’s temple. Some
of these men saw the foundation of Zerubbabel’s tem-
ple laid before their eyes, and when they saw it they
wept with a loud voice. (Ezra 3:10-12) Those ancient
men must have been few in number, if any, at the
time when Haggai delivered the message to the rem-
nant as set forth in his propheey, because it was then
eighty-six years after the destruction of Solomon’s
temple.

8 On the sabbath day aforementioned, when Haggai
stood up before the people he began his speech by
saying to the leaders and the remnant: ‘Who is there
among you [the remnant] that saw this house in its
former glory ?’ Solomon’s temple had been completely
destroyed, and now another temple was to be built
at the same place; and the prophet speaks of both as
the same house. The temple represented God’s organi-
zation; and although there comes from time to time
a change in the personnel of God’s organization, that
makes no difference, because it is still the same organi-
zation. Such is the lesson here taught. The humble-
minded would learn from this that regardless of what
man of importance or prominenee is in God’s organi-
zation, when he passes from the stage of action the
organization is not affected one jot or tittle, but the
work of Jehovah goes straight forward just the same.

¢ Manifestly Haggai’s propheey was not intended
to cause these ancient or old men to dream of the
departed glory that they had once scen, nor to causc
them to weep because of desiring the days that were

gone. He called their attention to the glory of Solo- A

mon’s temple in order that they might have a bene

ficial lesson, to wit, a lesson of faith in Jehovah and T

his Word. Thus trusting God, they could sce a future (o)
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infinitely more grand and glorious than that of the
past. God would now strengthen the faith of his peo-
ple, and therefore directed his prophet to thus speak
to them. Here was a splendid opportunity to exerecise
faith in God.

* At the time Haggai thus spoke more than sixteen
years had elapsed since the altar had been placed and
the foundation laid. In all that time from the begin-
ning the work had lain in negleect. The foundation,
therefore, was all of the new temple now visible to
human eyes. With these conditions about them Haggai
said to the pcople: ‘How do you see the temple now?
is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?’
(Vs. 8) The people were asked to believe that although
there appeared only the foundation that had been
previously laid, out from it would come something far
surpassing the glories of Solomon’s day. That required
a great deal of faith on their part. It was therefore a
lesson of faith in Jehovah and his ability to aecomplish
his purposes.

8 Jehovah chooses his own way to humiliate human
pride. He selects ‘the things which are not, to bring to
naught the things that arc, that no flesh may glory in
his presence’. (1 Cor. 1:28, 29) All who then heard
the words of God’s prophet must have agreed that “‘ex-
cept the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it”’, (Ps. 127:1) Zechariah also prophesied con-
cerning the same work, ‘‘For who hath despised the
day of small things? for they shall rejoice to sce {he
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with these seven;
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro
through the whole carth.”’ (Zech. 4:10, margin) To
be sure, Jchovah could have chosen those to do his
work who are far more brilliant mentally, and who
have a better and higher standing amongst the people
than the ones he did choose, but had he chosen them
they would have boasted. God will not have his work
done by those who pride themselves on their own ability
to accomplish it. This should long ago have taught a
lesson to many of the conscerated that no one can have
pride in what he calls ‘‘character development’’ and
thereby think he can make himself thereby qualified
for God’s use in his kingdom. Each one ean be a co-
worker with God, but he must work according to God’s
rules,

® Jehovah knows better than any creature that men
must have their faith strengthened, and he provides
that which is necessary to strengthen their faith; and
so on the oceasion that, through his prophet, he ad-
dressed the builders of the temple at Jerusalem, for
their encouragement he said: ‘“Yet now be strong, O
Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua,
son of Joscdech, the high priest; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for
I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts: according to
the word that I covenanted with you when ye came
out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you;
fear ye not.”’—Hag. 2:4, 5,
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*» Abraham is called ‘‘the father of the faithful”’,
He had his faith put to the strong test and he showed
his complete confidenee in Jehovah. Of him it is writ-
ten that ‘he was strong in faith, giving glory to Jeho-
vah the Almighty God’. (Rom. 4:20) It is those who
have a faith similar to that of Abraham that God has
chosen as material for the building of his glorious
antitypical temple.—Heb. 2:16, Diag.

1 Christ Jesus, the primary antitype of the prince
and high priest who built the typical temple, was at
all times strong in faith in Jehovah. He is God’s in-
strument in building the antitypieal temple. When
his enemies pressed him he said to them: ‘‘Destroy
this temple [like as Satan’s organization had de-
stroyed Solomon’s temple] and in three days I will
raise it up.”’ (John 2:19) The Lord God had sent
Zerubbabel to lay the foundation of the typical temple
and he would have the people made strong in faith
that it would be finished beeause his word and his
name were involved. Therefore he caused to be writ-
ten: ‘““The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the founda-
tion of this house; his hands shall also finish if; and
thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me
unto you.”” (Zeeh. 4:9) The Lord will now have the
faith of his people made strong, and therefore he gives
his word of assurance that his temple and the work
in connection therewith shall be completed in his own
due time and to his own glory.

URGING TO SERVICE

2 Some who have for a long while elaimed to be
followers of Christ Jesus have made strenuous objec-
tion to The Watch Tower’s repeatedly calling upon the
anointed to be active in the service of the Lord God.
Their eriticisms have been eaustic and with the mani-
fest purpose of doing injury. The remnant see that
such objectors arc wrong. God has not called anyone
to be a dreamer. Note that the emphasis of Haggai’s
propheey is upon faith and work: ‘“Be strong, all ye
people of the land, . . . and work; for I am with you,
saith the Lord of hosts.”” Thus the prophet was urging
upon the people diligence in engaging in the service
of the Lord.

13 The words of the prophet were therefore truly
a service speeeh to his brethren. Those of God’s temple
class must now follow that example or lead. They too
must make service speeches to one another, that all
may be encouraged to press on in the work, It is there-
fore certain that the Lord has directed his organiza-
tion on earth to have what we call service meetings
and service conventions, because the whole purpose
of the remnant now on earth is service unto the Lord
in connection with the temple.

4 Writing concerning this very day of Jehovah,
his prophet says: ‘‘In that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem, Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine
hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with

BrookLyN, N, Y.
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joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with
singing.”’ (Zeph. 3:16, 17) The Elijah work of the
church is gone, and the present is no time to dream of
it, its glories, its sweet times, its conventions or its
assembling to talk about ‘‘character devclopment’’,
The work of the remnant must now be done, and done
speedily, in conneetion with the temple. No other work
would meet with the Lord’s approval. Those who pur-
sue any other course are workers of iniquity because
they are going contrary to God’s commandments.

15 As the Lord organized his people to rebuild the
temple at Jerusalem, even so now he has an organiza-
tion on earth; and it is worse than foolish for anyone
who claims to believe in God to say that he has no
such organization. Every one who will admit the facts
must say that the Wateh Tower Bible and Traet So-
ciety, or those who faithfully stand together and who
are called the ‘“Society’’, constitutes God’s visible
organization. Christ Jesus, the glorified Head of the
temple ‘‘not made with hands’’, is directing the work
now being done by the remnant. The remnant are
joyfully doing this work in obedience to the command-
ments of the Lord, and they thus do it by telling the
testimony of Jesus Christ which he has committed unto
the remnant to be delivered.—Rev. 12:17; 14:1.

18 Jehovah’s promise to the builders of Zerubbabel’s
temple was: ‘‘I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts.”’
This means a fight or work amidst opposition, because
the Mighty One speaks of himself as the ‘‘Lord of
hosts’’ or ‘Lord of battle’. By this the Lord also tells
what work he will approve and prosper and how he
will proteet the workers while they are thus doing his
will. It should be manifest to all that anyone who
would take a course contrary thereto is a lawless
worker, hence a worker of iniquity. These are the ones
that the Lord Jesus sends his angels to gather out.
The Lord shows his approval of those who are obedi-
ent to his commandments, and this approval is shown
by bringing them under the robe of righteousncss.
The garments worn show that these are identified as
being completely devoted to God and to his work.
Satan and his emissaries will interfere, but the Lord
will rebuke the enemy and bless his own people.

17 The promise of Jehovah to the Israelites was:
¢‘My spirit remaineth among you; fear ye not,”’ It is
even so with God’s remnant of the present time. His
spirit in the midst of his people is the power that
accomplishes his work. Without his spirit no results
could be had. ““This is the word of the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’’ (Zech. 4:6)
Approximately 1922 there was a special effusion of
the holy spirit upon God’s people, and that spirit has
continued with those who have remained true to the
covenant for the kingdom. These have not feared man
or devil, but have manifested boldness in this day of
Jjudgment and have thus proven their unselfish devo-
tion to Jehovah. (1 John 4:17) As the Samaritans
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persecuted and threatened the Jews when rebuilding
the typieal temple, even so now their counterpart, the
religious hybrids and the ‘“man of sin’’, threaten
God’s remnant and aceuse them of all kinds of wicked-
ness., But the remnant have no fear of any of these or
of the Devil himself; but, frusting in the Lord, they
go joyfully on in the service,

WHY NOT FEAR

18 The fact that the building of the temple was
begun was a certain indication to the Jews that the
end of their oppression was near and that then they
would be secure in their own city. It was in 1918 that
the construction of the antitypical temple began, and
that fact is evidenee to the faithful that the end is
near when Satan’s organization shall be cleared out
and God’s people shall be ever secure. This is indicated
by the words of the Prophet Haggai, to wit: *‘For
thus saith the Lord of hosts, Yet once, it is a little
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land.”’ (Hag. 2:6) Jehovah
now makes known to his people what he ean and will
do to the enemy, and thus assures his people that they
necd not fear. God has announeed his purpose to de-
stioy the enemy and his organization, and the rem-
nant know that he will do it. They believe what the
Lord says: ‘“At his wrath the earth shall tremble,
and the nations shall not be able to abide his indigna-
tion.”’—dJer, 10: 10,

19 Paul first calls attention to one shaking at Mount
Sinai, where the typical tabernacle was erected, and
then he adds: ‘Yet once more I shake not the earth
only, but also heaven, and this time everything in
opposition to the temple of God shall be removed.’
(Heb. 12:19-27) To encourage the people of the Lord
he makes known that it is not a great while now, but
is ‘‘a little while”’, until Jehovah God will completely
clear out the enemy and thus finish the workers of
iniquity. Referring to the same time, through his
prophet Isaiah, God says: ‘‘Come, my people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast.”’ (Isa. 26:20) Thus he again
assures his people that while doing his work in con-
nection with the temple they shall be under his pro-
tection and that it will be but a little while until his
indignation will be completely expressed against the
enemy. Already the Devil’s heavens have been shaken
and have fallen to the earth or in close proximity
thereto.

20 This shaking began in 1914; and the shaking still
continues, and will continue until all oppesition to
the Lord and his kingdom is removed. Of the
““heavens’’ and “‘earth’’ being shaken, the words are
here used or stated in contrast to each other. Also the
‘‘dry land’’ and the ‘‘sea’’ are spoken of in contrast. T
The ‘“‘dry land’’ well represents the order-loving peo- (o)
ple who have a sincere desire for righteousness, and P
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this ineludes a great multitude who once agreed to do
God’s will but who have not faithfully lived up to their
privileges. The ‘‘sea’’ represents that godless pcople,
alienated from Jehovah, who by organized efforts carry
on the affairs of the present wicked world, and par-
ticularly the commercial and political and religious
elements thereof, which with their mouths call upon
the name of God and Christ Jesus and yet deny the
Lord completely. It also includes particularly ‘‘the
man of sin’’, which is anti-God and anti-kingdom, all
of which are like the troubled sea. (Isa. 57:20, 21)
‘When the remnant see these things coming to pass they
are told that they need have no fear but should rejoice
in the fact that they are on Jehovah’s side and go
boldly on in proclaiming the greatness of his work and
singing praises to his name.

SHAKING ALL NATIONS

21 The prophet of Jehovah now speaks of the shaking
of all nations, evidently referring specifically to the
nations of ‘‘Christendom’’. This shaking must take
place in ‘‘the day of the Lord’’, where we now are.
We are progressing to the final shaking. The prophet
of the Lord says: ‘‘And I will shake all nations, and
the desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.”’ (Hag. 2: 7)
Following the World War, from and after 1918, the
nations began to settle down and try to bring about
peace. They even joined together to heal the deadly
wound of one of the heads of the beast that came up
out of the sea. (Rev. 13:3) They assembled together
and formulated peace treaties, schemes of refinancing,
disarmament compacts, and thus began to make them-
selves apparently feel somewhat secure, advancing to
the day when they would cry, ‘‘Peace and safety.”’
Not yet has the claim of universal peace reached its
climax; and when it does come, and the announcement
is made, then sudden destruction shall ecome upon
them.—1 Thess. 5: 3.

32 It appears to be clearly settled that the Lord will
not permit the nations to bring about their own peace
and safety and mend their conditions. The shaking
financially and politically continues to increase each
day, and all over the world at the time these words
are written the rulers are in perplexity and the dis-
tress of the people increases. The shaking of the nations
constituting Satan’s organization on earth continues,
and it will continue until the final destruction. All
things made by Satan, and which come undcr the
control of Satan, must go down to destruction. Re-
ferring to the same shaking, the apostle wrote: ‘‘And
this word, Yet once more, significth the removing of
those things that are shaken, as of things that are
made, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain.”’ (Heb. 12:27) It is manifest from these
words that nothing shall be able to stand in this time
of shaking except those who are in the secret place of
the Most High, abiding under the shadow of his pro-
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tection. This should be and is an added encourage-
ment to God’s remnant on earth.

23 The day or hour of the complete overthrow, no
one knows. But surely it is but just “‘a little while”’,
as the Lord says. When God’s faithful remnant have
given the testimony committed to that class and that
work is completed, then doubtless the final shaking
and destruction will come. The remnant have thrown
their fears to the winds, and must continue to do so
and go boldly and joyfully on in obedience to God’s
commandments, doing the work of the Lord in the
face of all enemies and all opposition. It seems reason-
able that when these are apparently hemmed in by
Satan’s organization then the final conflict will come
to pass. When all parts of Satan’s organization are
gathered together to do battle against God’s anointed,
the promise is, the remnant shall not be cut off from
God’s organization. ‘For then shall the Lord go forth
to fight’; and when he fights, everything in opposition
to him shall fall. (Zech. 14:1-3) This and other serip-
tures show that the temple class will not and cannot
be shaken.

4 God’s temple will not be removed, nor destroyed
as was Solomon’s temple. The remnant constitute that
part of the temple yet on earth, and therefore are
‘those things which cannot be shaken but which will
remain’. This is further proof that the temple will
remain to the glory of Jehovah God’s name, This proof
is further supported by the words of Jehovah’s proph-
et Haggai, when he says: ‘“And I will fill this house
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.”” The fact that
Jehovah here speaks of himself as ‘‘the Lord of hosts’’
shows that this time of ‘filling of the house with glory’
has reference to a time of war or fight, beeause thus
Jchovah desceribes himself as the God of battle going
on to victory and giving vietory to his own.

25 Those who can now by self-examination determine
that they are of the remnant of the Lord have no
occasion for fear, but every reason to rejoice. Many
of such are now being arrested and thrown into jail
because they are faithfully giving the witness to the
name of Jehovah. A money fine is imposed upon some
of these, and this they pay in order to again go free.
While it is true that all the money belongs to the Lord,
it might be more pleasing to the Lord to stand firm
and endure by going to prison rather than to pay fines.
Anyone who quictly goes about preaching the gospel
of God’s kingdom by carrying the printed message
thereof to the people is doing so in obedience to God’s
commandments and therefore could not be violating
any law that is properly made and righteously en-
forced.

2 Satan’s instruments, the clergy and their allies,
frequently have some of these faithful ones arrested
and thrown into prison on the charge of ‘violating

the Sunday law’ because they are carrying the gospel T

of the kingdom to the people. In this the clergy must
know that they are doing wrong. In America Sunday

o
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has always been recognized as the day especially set
aside for preaching the Word of God. Those who are
now engaged in thus preaching the gospel on Sunday,
by carrying the books eontaining the message thereof
to the people, are doing good to many and doing in-
jury to no one.

27 The clergy are not interested in seeing that the
name of Jehovah is kept free from reproach on Sun-
day. Their own selfish course of action proves this.

Their real purpose is to prevent the people from hav-

ing the truth. The Samaritans tried to prevent the
rebuilding of the temple. Their counterpart, particu-
larly those who were once enlightened in the truth
and who have become wicked, try now to prevent the
remnant from doing work in connection with the anti-
typical temple. Let no one fear what these workers
of iniquity do or can do. Be of good courage; fear
not, and press on, ‘“‘For I am with you, saith the Lord
of hosts.”’ Let no one who is of the remnant now agree
with the enemy organization to refrain from or stop
from preaching the gospel in order to escape punish-
ment at the hands of Satan’s organization. The Lord
is permitting this opposition for his own good pur-
pose. We may not now elearly see why he is permitting
it, but the faet that he does not restrain the perse-
cuting hand of the enemy is sufficient reason to know
that he has a good purpose in so doing. Probably the
Lord’s purpose is to permit the enemy to conviet him-
self by his own wilful course of action in persecuting
those known to be doing good in the name of Jehovah.

28 God’s people are fighting the greatest battle that
has ever been fought on earth, and it is now their
privilege to have boldness in pressing the battle to the
gate. No one should be harsh or discourteous or guilty
of unseemly conduct toward the opposition, because
such could not be pleasing to the Lord and would
only increase the burdens of those who are already
burdened. When opposition is presented by those who
would interfere with the work, ealmly, firmly, and
yet boldly say in substance:

29¢‘T am not doing any harm to any person, but I
am doing good to all who will hear. I am not engaged
in a business enterprise for money gain, and therefore
I could not be violating any tax or police law. I am
voluntarily preaching the gospel of God’s kingdom
because God has commanded this to be done in honor
{o his own name and for the benefit of the people. If
you interfere with my work, then you must answer,
not to me, but to Jehovah God. His kingdom is now
at hand. A great crisis is now approaching, and it is
his will and command that the people should be told
about it, and no one should attempt to interfere with
that work, and those who do interfere must take the
responsibility.’

80 Thus doing you will be a witness to the name of
Jehovah, regardless of the immediate results. Let the
remnant trust in the Lord of hosts; for he is more
than all that can be against us.
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“DESIRE OF ALI. NATIONS”

51 The prophet then states that after the shaking of
all nations ‘‘the desire of all nations shall come’’,
Various opinions are expressed by the translators in
regard to these words, as used in Haggai 2: 7. Some
others render the text as follows: ‘The precious things
[things to be desired, margin] of all nations shall
come.’’ (A. R.V.) “The desirable things of all nations
shall come.”” (E. R. V.) These renderings of the text
could hardly be correct, for the reasons hereinafter
stated.

2 Another rendering of the text is: ‘‘And the de-
light of all nations shall eome in.”” (Roth.) This latter
rendering and that of the Authorized (or *King
dames’’) Version seem more nearly to express the
proper conclusion in harmony with other seriptures.
‘“The precious things of all nations’’ or ‘‘the desirable
things of all nations’’ eould not be the correet mean-
ing, for the reason that all precious and desirable
things which all the nations of the earth eould con-
tribute would not fill the house of the Lord with glory,
as the text states ‘must follow’. It is that which shall
come in conjunction with the ‘coming’ that ‘fills the
house of the Lord with glory’. All nations will be so
shaken at Armageddon that they will be eompletely
destroyed, and therefore they could not contribute
anything desirable to the house of the Lord. Besides
this, the glory here mentioned seems to begin before
the final shaking at Armageddon. Nor could the nations
mentioned be confined to the ruling powers of the
people, for the reason that these desire extremely self-
ish things, The nations here mentioned therefore scem
clearly to mean the people composing earth’s human
creation.

33 To what place does this ‘“‘desire of all nations”’
come? The scripture text and the context certainly
show that the coming is to the temple. Leeser’s trans-
lation supports this conclusion as it says: ¢‘shall come
hither.”” This is corroborated by Rotherham, who
renders it: ‘‘ And the delight of all nations shall come
in’’ to the temple., The Lord Jesus Christ, having
completed the work of preparing the way before Je-
hovah, suddenly or straigchtway came to the temple
in 1918. About four years before that time the shaking
of the nations began; and it continucs. Christ Jesus
is the ‘‘messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in”’, Therefore Christ Jesus, the Head of the Christ,
primarily must be ‘‘the delight of all the people”
when they know him, because he is God’s representa-
tive. Jesus Christ came to the temple as the vicegerent
of Jehovah. He is the ‘‘seed of promise’’ and is the
desire of all nations and peoples, even though they
know it not yet. Of him it is written: ‘“In thy sced
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.’’—Gen.
22:18.

3 The order-loving peoples of earth have a real de- T

sire for the coming of the true Messiah and Deliverer;
but they have not been able to discern him, because of P
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the blinding influence of Satan. The organization of
Satan, working under the supervision of ‘‘the wicked
one’’, has kept the people in ignorance of the very
one whom they really desire. This is proven by the
words of the Apostle Paul: ‘‘The earnest expecetation
of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God.”’” (Rom. 8:19) Today there are, without
a doubt, millions of people of all nations who would
gladly welecome the great Messiah if they knew him
and his mission. Early in the history of man God
caused this prophecy to be written: ‘‘Until Shiloh
come, and unto him shall the gathering of the people
be.”” (Gen. 49:10) That God will extend his mercy
and favor to the people after the temple is completed,
and after the coming of Shiloh, the great Prince of
Peace, is manifested to the world, is certain. That
this will come at the completion of the temple is fur-
ther shown by the words of the prophet: ‘‘Rejoice, O
yé nations, with his people: for he will avenge the
blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to
his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land,
and to his people.”’—Deut. 32:43.

55The kingdom under Christ will bring the honest
desires and the things precious, such as life, liberty
and happiness. The delight of all the nations, however,
is The Christ, and the desire of these nations is that
of his eoming in. The peoples of earth now groan in
pain for deliverance, and wait for that deliverance
that will come through Christ, even though they do
not now know or understand the means of their
deliverance. It was the great desire of his faithful
followers that Christ should come, and he in whom
these delight did come to his temple in 1918 and is
now building up the temple class. Before the people
can see and understand and be blessed the remnant
must go out and preach the truth as a witness unto
all the nations. The remnant must now point out to
the people that Christ has come to his temple and that
he is the one they have long desired. It is not so much
the desirable things, but it is the Mighty One who
brings the blessings, that is the desired One. Of this
the people must be informed.

8 The house of Jehovah is the desire of the people,
and Christ Jesus is the Head of that house. He has
already come, and is gathering together unto himself
all who will be of ‘‘the house’’. The first work after
his coming, in regard to the gathering, was the resur-
rection of those who had died faithful unto the cove-
nant for the kingdom. And now those who die in the
Lord are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye; and finally those of God’s little remnant on
the earth will be made a permanent part of the glorious
house of God. With this completion of the temple class
the coming will be full and eomplete and the ‘‘mani-
festation of the sons of God’’ will then be made, and
will be the delight of all who love righteousness.

7 The shaking of the ‘‘heavens’’ and the ‘‘earth’’,
the ‘‘sea’’ and the ‘‘dry land’’, began in 1914, and in
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1918, “‘the desired one’’ came to his temple; and the
remnant are the first ones permitted to discern this
fact and to rejoice. The nations of earth composing
Satan’s visible organization settle down to what they
think is going to be lasting peace, and then there is
a further shaking. During that time of assumed and
comparative peace the faithful remnant, seeing the
Lord has come to his temple, go forth with joy in
the Lord and give testimony to the people that Jehovah
is God and Christ is King, and that he is the One
desired. Such is temple work on their part, and as
they thus work the enemy desperately attempts to in-
terfere and the Lord protects them and they go boldly
on. With the eomplete desolation of Satan’s organi-
zation blindness will be completely removed from the
eyes of the people and God’s word and name will be
vindicated. The temple completed, then the people will
realize that the one they have so long desired, that is
to say, The Christ, has come and that with his coming
their deliverance and blessing has also appeared. God’s
temple is the mediatorial arrangement between Je-
hovah and the people of earth, and this will be the
place the people will seek for their blessing. Concern-
ing the house of the Lord thus completed it is pro-
phetically written: ‘My house shall be called the house
of prayer for all people.’—Isa. 56: 7.

% When the temple is completed, then the proph-
ecies following will have a fulfilment, and the Lord
now graciously shows his people in advance that such
will come to pass in a little while. (Isa. 42:9) ‘“All
the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto
the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall
worship before thee.’’ (Ps. 22:27) Then ‘‘all nations
shall serve him . . . and men shall be blessed in him;
all nations shall eall him blessed’’. (Ps. 72:11, 17)
‘O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye
people.”” (Ps. 117:1) ‘‘And nations that knew not
thee shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy God.”
(Isa. 55:5) ‘“And the Gentiles [nations] shall come
to thy light.”’ (Isa. 60:3) ‘‘And the nations shall
bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.”’
—Jer, 4:2.

3 The name ‘‘Jew’’ in the following prophecy stands
for the temple class, Christ and his body members,
because these are the ones that give praise to Jehovah
God in his organization, which is pietured by Jeru-
salem; therefore it is written: ‘‘Yea, many people
and strong nations shall come to scck the Lord of
hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord of hosts, In those days it shall come to
pass, that ten men shall take hold, out of all languages
of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we
have heard that God is with you,”’—Zech. 8:22, 23,

40 Then the name of Jehovah will be exalted. ‘‘From
the rising of the sun even unto the going down of
the same [symbolically meaning all the time] my

vO-
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name shall be great among the Gentiles [nations], . . .
saith the Lord of hosts.”’—DMal. 1:11.

HIS GLORY

11t is Jehovah’s name that is involved. He is the
One that will be glorified, and this glory of Jehovah
will be upon his house, as the prophet states: ‘‘And I
will fill this house with glory.’’ Note that this state-
ment follows the building of the temple. From the
time the Lord Jesus Christ came to the temple and be-
gan the ‘gathering together his own unto himself’ the
glory of the Lord appears upon the temple, and only
the temple class see it for the present time. ‘‘The
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. . . . The Lord
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee.”’ (Isa. 60:1, 2) The temple is Jehovah’s house,
and the place of his final residence, because it is the
temple class that execute his commandments. There-
fore it is his glory that fills the house.

42 There is no record in the Bible that the glory of
the Lord filled the temple of Zerubbabel at its dedica-
tion or at any other time. The reference in this verse
must therefore be to the antitypical temple of God.
With the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple the
glory of the Lord, does start to fill the house. (Isa.
6:1-4) The words of Jesus refer to the same glory,
when he said: ‘‘These things said Esaias, when he
saw his glory, and spake of him.’’—John 12:41.

43 Now ‘that day of the Lord’ is here and the temple
is being brought to a completion, and for the encour-
agement of the remnant it is written in the propheey:
‘*“In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of
glory . .. unto the residue [remnant, the temple
class] of his people.”” (Isa. 28:5; Rev. 15:8) The
‘‘smoke’’ mentioned in the last above cited text sym-
bolizes Jehovah’s glorious presence at his house. This
glory of the Lord continues until he entirely fills the
house with his glory. In due time the peoples of earth
will ecome to discern the glory of the Lord upon his
house. ‘‘ And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel
came from the way of the east, and his voice was like
& noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his
glory. And it was according to the appearance of the
vision which I saw, even according to the vision that
I saw when I came to destroy the city; and the visions
were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar;
and I fell upon my face. And the glory of the Lord
came into the house, by the way of the gate whose
prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up,
and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the
glory of the Lord filled the house.”’—Ezek. 43:2-5,

4 Jehovah would have his people of Judah know that
he was with them in building the temple and that if
their faith in him was complete failure would be im-
possible. Therefore he caused his prophet to say: ‘‘The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord
of hosts.”’ (Hag. 2:8) In the building of the anti-
typical temple Jehovah is the real builder of the
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house. Christ Jesus is the chief active Agent, but he
is doing the work under Jehovah’s direction. Jehovah,
therefore, would have his people understand that he
is responsible for the temple and that having begun
the good work, he will finish it in his own good time
and to his own glory, The words of the prophet con-
cerning the ‘‘silver’’ and the ‘‘gold’’, used here, are
both literally and symbolically true. It all belongs to
Jehovah. Some men have assumed the ability to build
the house of the Lord themselves; but they could not,
and in this they have failed. Others have said that
God has committed to one man all the truth that is
brought forth in connection with the building of the
temple of Jehovah; and in this they are wrong, and
by reason of thus giving glory to the creature rather
than to the Creator they have fallen into the snare.

45 The truth is likened unto silver ‘‘tried in a fur-
nace of earth, purified seven times’’. The truth, like
all the silver of the earth, belongs to Jehovah God,
and he makes it known to his faithful people in his
own due time and for their encouragement. Men do
not purify the truth, because the truth does not belong
to them. God does that, and he performs this work
through his Chief Executive Officer in his own due
time. (Mal. 3:3) The Lord shows those who have
made a covenant to do Jehovah’s will that they can
acquire riches, represented by ‘“gold’’, only by faith-
fully engaging in his service, which faithful service
necessarily brings upon them fiery trials and re-
proaches. (Rev. 3:18) Aside from engaging zealously
in the service of the Lord as opportunity affords, it
is impossible to have a part in the building of the
temple of God. Let no one deceive himself or be de-
ceived into believing that he may remain silent and
inactive in this day of battle and be blessed by the
Lord God as one of his remnant.

¢ The ready money to carry on the Lord’s work
does not always appear to be available or just at hand,
and such as have little faith might become fearful
that the work would be hindered or retarded for this
reason. God would have his people know that his work
shall not fail for want of money, because all of it is
his, and the work of building the temple is his. Those
who use their money in his work appreciate that to
do so is a real privilege. Only those who love God will
avail themselves of this privileee. The remnant of
Israel that returned from Babylon must have been
quite poor, and for this reason the word of the Lord
was given to them that they need not fear because of
their material poverty. Likewise today, God’s people
on earth are quite poor so far as earthly holdings are
concerned. They see the financial condition of the
world growing worse, many persons out of employ-
ment, and distress inereasing, and some may be in-
clined to think that they can do no more work or that
the work is about done. No one needs to be disturbed
on this account. The work of the Lord must and will P



58 The WATCH TOWER

continue to go forward until it is completed, to his
glory.

“Then God through his prophet further said to
the Israelites at Jerusalem, who looked upon the
foundation of the temple: ‘“The glory of this latter
house shall be greater than [that] of the former, saith
the Lord of hosts.”’ Without a doubt those words were
spoken for the purpose of encouraging the builders.
Even so now, the remnant know that the temple of
Jehovah shall soon be completed and that its glory
and beauty will far exceed anything ever before built.
The remnant of Israel had no need to be discouraged
when looking upon the work that was begun on the
temple, because of its appearance, but were admon-
ished to have faith in God that he would make it a
glorious structure. In like manner, those of the rem-
nant of God’s people on earth look at themselves and
at one another and they do not see much. They see that
the number of zealous workers is small, and becoming
even smaller: they see that many who once claimed
to be of the Lord are now actually opposing the work,
and these conditions tend to discourage the weaker
ones. Jehovah would have such to know that if they
will exercise faith in Him they will see the antitypical
temple compieted and infinitely greater than the typi-
cal temple. God is building it, and will make it the
meeting place between himself and those who desire
to be reconciled to him and live,

¢ Jehovah continues to shower the remnant with
his blessings of goodness. As the wrath of the enemy
increases and the opposition to his people becomes
more severe the Most High increases the light upon
his Word and illuminates and increases the remnant’s
vision, permitting them to see his bountiful provision
for their protection and sustenance. In a little while
the fight will be done, and of this the remnant arc
fully assured. In just a little while the name of
Jehovah will be vindicated, and those of the temple
will see Jehovah in full brightness of his glory. There
is much for the remnant yet to do, however, and they
must continue to feed upon God’s Word and do his
scrvice as the opportunity opens to them.

{To be continucd)
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

¥ 1. What lesson lies in Jehovah’s explicit record of day,
month, and year, in connection with many of the promi-
nent prophecies?

7 2, 3. To whom was the Lord’s message by Haggai given?
When? Point out the significance of each of these facts.

9 4, 5. Compare Zeruhbabel’s temple with Solomon’s, (a) in
regard to the site of the temple. (b) In regard to its
glory, What did each of these temples represent? What
highly important present lessom do these facts contain{

T 6, 7. Explain the purpose of Haggai’s words of verse 3.

T 8, 9. What do the Scriptures clearly show as to the bass
on which Jehovah chooses those whom he uses to do his
work? How does he strengthen them to accomplish his
purpose?

1 10, 11. How does Romans 4:20 qualify all who would
have Jehovah’s approval?

T 12-14. Prove that The Watch Tower’s repeated encournge-
ment and urge to activity in the service has been clearly
Seriptural and therefore right.

9 15-17. What is clearly the position and the function of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society? How do the words
of Jehovah, I am with you,’’ have their application and
complete fulfilment? How 18 Zechariah 4: 6 manifestly
fulfilled to the remnant at this timet

¥ 18-20. When and how do Ilaggai 2: 6 and Hebrews 12: 27
have their fulfilment? In this connection, what 13 the
assurance Jehovah gives to his people?

7 21-24. Explain how and when Haggai 2: 7 hos its fulfil-
ment. What 13 the privilege and duty of the remnant in
the meantime? Identify ¢‘those things which cannot ba
shaken’’, and aceount tor their being thus designated.

f 25-27. Deseribe that which was foreshadowed in the oppo-
sition by the Samaritans to the building of Zerubhabel’s
temple. In this connection, how does Hagpa 2:4 hava
special application at the present time?

M 28-30. In circumstance of opposition, what is the proper
attitude and procedure? Wiiy?

% 31-34&. What is ‘‘the desire of all nations’’, referred to in
verge 7% ¢‘Shall come?’ where? How?

9 35-37. To what extent, and how, has this ‘‘desire’’ alrcady
‘‘come’’ to the remnant? What is the present privilege
of the remnant in this regard?

T 28-40. Quote scriptures showing how the people of earth
will welcome the mediatoral arrangement inaugurated
when the temple is completed,

9 41-43. Point out the time und manner of fulfilment of the
prophecy, ‘I will fill this house with glory.’’

9 44-46. Why does Jehovah here say, ‘‘The silver is nune,
and the gold is mine’’? What does Revelation 3: 18 enjoin
upon those who would be truly rich? How only can such
riches be aequired?

T 47. What lesson and encouragement do God’s people now
find in his declaration that ¢“the glory of this latter house
shall be greater than that of the former’’?

7 48. What may the remnant now expect on the part of the
enemy? How has Jehovah graciously provided for his peo-
ple in this regard? What is their great privilege and joy
in the meantime{

THUS SAITH JEHOVAH OF HOSTS

Yet once a little it 13, and I am shaking the heavens and the earth,
and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, and

the Delight of all the nations shall come in; and I will fill this house

with glory. . . . Mwe is the silver and mine the gold. . .

shall be the last glory of this house than the first, . . « and in this
place will I gwe prosperity.

. Greater



JEHOVAH

the Maker of all things good. He is from ever-

lasting to everlasting, and there is none other. He
covers himself with light for his garment, and all
light proceeds from him. He created the heavens and
stretched them out like a curtain and filled them with
his reflected glory. He laid the chief corner stone and
foundations of the earth and built it according to his
sovereign will. In its youth he made the cloud for its
garment of covering and the thick darkness for its
swaddling-cloth. He set the sun in the heavens for
the light of the earth by day, and the moon and the
myriad of stars for its light by night, He even num-
bered the stars and gave each one a name, With him
everything is order and there is no confusion. He
causes the stars and the planets to take their respec-
tive places and move continuously in their assigned
orbits. He has made the mountains to lift their heads
high above the sea and has commanded the eagle to
mount up above the rocky crag and to make her nest
in the strong places. He has clothed the earth in ver-
dure and filled the great forests with beasts and fowls
of the air.

He created man in perfection and made him the
prince of the earth. The eternal destiny of all creation
he holds in his mighty hand. The depth of the riches
of his wisdom and knowledge, and the height of his
power and love, are too great for the comprehension
of man. The Almighty One, however, condescends to
invite man to come and reason with him and to learn
of his way. To know and to obey God means to have
life everlasting in peace and happiness. Where then
should man expect to find knowledge and wisdom
except in the revelation of the Almighty God? His
Word is a fountain of knowledge and wisdom, ever
flowing to supply refreshment and life to those who
drink therefrom. He is the Fountain of life everlasting.

Jehovah God is the origin and source of all true
prophecy. In proof of this statement it is written in
Isaiah 44: 6: ‘‘Thus saith Jehovah, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, Jehovah of hosts; I am the first,
and I am the last; and besides me there is no God.
And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set
it in order for me, since I established the ancient peo-
ple? and the things that are coming, and that shall
come to pass, declare unto them.”

The great Creator has revealed himself to his crea-
tures by several names, each one of whieh is deeply
significant, By his name JEHOVAH is meant his
purposes toward his creatures. His name GOD denotes
that he is the Creator of everything that is good. His
name ALMIGHTY signifies that his power is without
limitation and that nothing can successfully resist him.
His name MOST HIGH means that he is supreme and
above all.,

Why is there such gross ignorance concerning God
and his goodness toward men? The correct answer is

JEHOVAH, the Almighty God, the Most High, is
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that long centuries ago Satan the enemy of God turned
man into the paths of unrighteousness and rebellion
and since then has blinded men to the truth. In doing
this Satan has employed divers agencies, many of
which have claimed to represent God but who in fact
have misrepresented him, Practicing hypoerisy these
men have been used by Satan to turn the people away
from Jehovah and into darkness. God ecould have pre-
vented this, to be sure, but his wisdom led him to
permit the enemy to do his worst, that God might in
his due time prove to all intelligent creation that he is
supreme and that those who would have life must
obey him and walk in the way of righteousness,

The greatest truth that all men must learn is that
of and concerning the kingdom of God. That kingdom
will completely vindicate God’s Word and his name
and it will bring paradise and endless joy to the people.

There is no government on earth that is satisfying
to honest men. There never was a government that
was satisfaetory to honest men. The reason is that
there is so much dishonesty practiced amongst men;
and all people are afflicted with disease, sickness and
death. That unhappy condition began more than sixty
centuries ago, when perfect man was in Eden. The
rebellion of Satan led to the downfall of man and
brought death upon all human creation, In that hour
of distress God gave his word of promise that ‘the
seed of the woman shall bruise the head of him who
brought death upon mankind’. The ‘‘woman’’ there
mentioned symbolically pictured God’s universal
organization of righteousness. The promised ‘‘seed’’
is the offspring of that woman, or universal organiza-
tion of God, and constitutes his kingdom. At the be-
ginning God put his kingdom to the fore as the most
important of all truths.

Years thereafter God gave Abraham and his wife
the promise that by their seed all the families of the
earth shall be blessed. God used them to make a pro-
phetie picture. Abraham was a picture of God him-
self, while his wife Sarah pictured the universal
organization of Jehovah God. The promise then made
further disclosed that the ‘‘seed’’ that would bring
blessings to the nations of the earth would be produced
by and through a long period of testing and suffering
and, when brought forth to completeness, shall con-
stitute the kingdom of God.

To meet his requirements Jehovah has kept this
secd shrouded in mystery for many ecenturies, Grad-
ually he has unfolded this mystery to his prophets and
faithful servants. He gave his Word of promise that
the mystery should be completely solved and under-
stood at the end of the world, otherwise known as
‘“the last days’’.

That time has now arrived. We are at the end of .

the world and in the last days. That does not mea

the end of the earth, because the earth abides forever. T

It does not mean the end of time, because time shall Q
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never end. It means the end of the long dark period
of time in which wickedness has predominated. It
means the lifting of the veil of darkness and igno-
rance from the people to the end that the great light
of God’s loving-kindness may shine into the mind of
every man. That time is first marked by a great amount
of trouble and suffering culminating in the greatest
tribulation that earth has ever known. That trouble
will be brief and will be the last, and it will usher in
the rule of righteousness on earth. That rule of right-
eousness will bring the desire of every honest heart.
As it progresses the earth will be filled with a happy
and joyful race of pecople who will give honor and
glory to the Most High God. To gain a knowledge of the
kingdom of God is therefore of greatest importance
to all people.

These precious and satisfying truths are set forth
in the Bible, which is the Word of God. The study
of the Bible is the most profound in which man ean
engage. Its understanding is to be preferred by far
to all the gold and silver the world can produce. It
enlightens the mind, makes glad the heart, and gives
much strength to the man.

It has been claimed that the understanding of the
Bible is limited to a few men called ‘‘the clergy’’.
That claim is not the truth, The Bible is given for the
understanding, aid and comfort of all who love right-
eousness and who earnestly seck to know and to do
God’s will. It is the Word of God. In Psalm 25: 14 it
is written: ‘‘The sceret of the Lord is with them that
fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.”’

Fear of the Lord God does not mean a morbid
dread of impending disaster. A godly fear is awe and
veneration of the creature for the Creator. It is man’s
proper appreeciation of the majesty and loving-kind-
ness of the Most High, the man being deeply appre-
hensive lest he should transgress (God’s righteous
and unchangeable laws. The fear of man leads one
into a snare. The fear of God is the beginning of wis-
dom and leads one in the way of life. In order for
man to obtain life everlasting it is necessary for him
to be brought to a knowledge of the truth. The truth
of primary importanee is that concerning Jehovah
God. It is written in the Scriptures that ‘this is life
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eternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent’.—John 17:3.

Jehovah God has not pushed his name to the fore.
At stated intervals he has brought his name promi-
nently before his creation. This he has done by a
demonstration of his unlimited power, which has
always proved that the Devil is powerless against Je-
hovah when the latter deems it proper to exercise his
great power against the wicked one. At these stated
intervals God has brought his name before his erea-
tion, not for a selfish reason, but for the benefit of his
creatures. Unselfishness has been his motive. This is
another proof that ‘‘God is love’’.

During the ages God has magnified his word of
promise above his name. The time has come, however,
when Jehovah’s name and word shall be exalted among
his ercatures. Then a'l ereatures will know that the
word of God is always true and that his name is above
all and worthy to be praised.

God’s word of promise is perfeet. It is his expressed
will. In the ages he has moved majestically forward
in carrying eut his will as expressed in his Word. At
stated intervals, to save the people from complete
infidelity, he has brought his name prominently before
them. Now the ‘‘seed of promise’’ is about completed
and the time is at hand when the Lord will magnify
his holy name before mankind. The issue will then be
finally determined against Satan in favor of Jchovah.
He will have a witness given in the earth of his pur-
pose, and this witness must be given now. Who will
profit by the testimony given?

The meek are those that are teachable. The wice
man is he who desires to be taught the truth and to
be cuided by the truth. It is written in Psalm 25:9:
““The meek will he guide in judgment, and the meck
will he teach his way.”” It is furthermore written:
““The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace.”” The student
soon finds that the Bible is a great storchouse of knowl-
edge and wisdom because it tells of Jehovah God. A
knowledge of the Bible is now within the reach of all.
Learn its contents and be greatly blessed. ““Where
do we get our Bible?’’ many ask. That question shall
be answered in another address,

WHO hath proved the spirit of

Jehovah? or being his counsellor hath been giving him knowl-
edge? With whom hath he taken counsel? , ., , Lo! nations are
as a drop on a bucket, and as finc dust on a balance are accounted.
Lo! islands like an atom can he hoist. . . . All nations are as

nothing before him. . . .

Hast thow not known, hast thou not
heard, that the God of age-past time, Jehovah, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither groweth weary? There is
no searching of his understanding. . .

hovah shall renew their strength.—Isaiah.

. They who wait for Je-



THE PURPOSE OF MAN’'S EXISTENCE

‘ J( rAS man placed upon this earth to show what
he could do, and thus to glorify and immor-
talize himself? You know, scientists and
philosophers of this age think that the achievements
of men are simply so wonderful and important to the
universe that it would be a shame if the intelligence
of earth’s great men perished at death; and so they
believe that the mind or intellect of these great per-
sons must live on after dcath that thus these precious
minds might be preserved for the good of the universe.
Thus men attach much importance to men and to
man’s attainments, But we are foreed to ask, What
about God? Surely man did not bring himself into
existence. What things man achieves are confined to
this green earth, and the mind and intellectuality
which he develops from birth onward are not so won-
derful and necessary to God’s operation of the uni-
verse that he must immortalize them after death. God
suffers no loss or damage by the death of earth’s
great musicians, poets, authors, composers, scientists,
and builders; for God made the brains, the bodies and
the faculties with which these men worked. Psalm nine-
ty-four, verses eight, nine and ten, says: ‘‘Understand,
ye brutish among the people; and ye fools, when will
ye be wise? He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?
he that formed the eye, shall he not see? He that chas-
tiseth the [nations], shall not he correct? he that
teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?"’

The sacred Word alse says: ‘‘Put not your trust in
princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no
help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his carth:
in that very day his thoughts perish.”” (Ps. 146: 3, 4)
This rule applies to the thoughts of men of great
earthly careers; none of them is an exception. There is
no immortalizing of tleir minds at death, for Eccle-
siastes, chapter nine, verse five, says: ‘‘The dead know
not any thing.’’ Unless the Bible gave promise of a
resurrection of the dead because of Jesus’ death in
behalf of humanity, these great men would never live
again, It does not do, therefore, for us to deify man
and to magnify his importance and what he has accom-
plished in life.

Man did not call himself into being. It is equally
certain that man did not formulate the purpose for
which he was ereated. The great supreme God, Jeho-
vah, who made man and gave him life, is the One who
originated the purpose of man’s being. Hence men
should not decide in their own minds what shall be
their purpose in life, for in so doing they will err, no
matter how much of a success they may appear to the
world to attain. The proper thing, and the wisest, is
to find out what was God’s will and purpose in bring-
ing man into existence on this earth, and then to bring
one’s whole life into aceord with that divine purpose.
The very fact that God made man superior to the
brute beast and endowed him with such higher intel-
ligence implies that God meant that man should use
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his mind to learn the will of his Creator and then do
it lovingly and joyfully.

People have gotten the idea that man was made to
exist only temporarily upon this earth, and by his
earthly experience be prepared at last to die and go
to a ‘‘next world’’; and that the purpose of his earthly
existence is, therefore, that he might be brought into
contact with evil and be tested by it and thus be proved
worthy of eternal life in a heaven of joy or deserving
of everlasting suffering in a place of fiery torment.
This idea is unscriptural.

Many seriptures state that God made this earth for
man’s permanent home (Isa. 45:12, 18; Ps.115:16);
that this earthly planet will never pass out of exist-
ence (Ps. 78: 69; Eccl. 1:4); and that God placed man
upon it to stay. Furthermore, when God placed the
first man here, not only was man perfect as the handi-
work of God, but there was no wickedness or evil in
the earth. Henee man eould not then have been tested
by evil.

God did not create any wickedness, nor any evil or
wicked creature, in order to test out man. Hence the
first man and woman were not tested out in the midst
of evil and wicked conditions in the earth. They were
in the garden of Eden, where everything was ideal,
beautiful, and perfect. God tested them by merelyv in-
forming them what his will and law were and com-
manding them to obey that they might live on forever
in perfeetion on this earth. God allowed them the full
opportunity to choose for themselves whether they
would obey and thus prove their loyalty to God, or
disohey and die. Here was where the test lay, and that
amid sinless and perfect conditions on earth,

The test specially came to Adam and Eve when
God’s disobedient son, the Devil, used the ser-
pent to suggest that they disobey God’s law for the
experience that they would get. The Devil deceived
Eve into thinking this experience would be beneficial
to herself and her husband. But Eve was soon disil-
lusioned, for disobedience brought the evil of death.
(Rom. 5:12) From then on evil has existed on
this earth, both the evil of moral wickedness and also
such evils as calamities, plagues, aceidents, wars, floods,
fires, earthquakes, and death. All this proves that it was
not God’s purpose to bring mankind into this earth
to test each one by contaet with evil. The faet is that
the race of Adam has not been on test or trial during
this reign of wickedness and death. Adam was under
test in Eden and he failed. Hence his children in-
herited imperfection and were born unfit for eternal
life. And so they have died all along and are still
dying. There is no need, therefore, for them to be on
trial, seeing that they are already in a sinful and con-

demned state, and seeing also that man is not meant .

to go to heaven at death.

However, God has availed himself of the existence T

of evil to test the loyalty and devotion of those of men Q
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who dedicate themselves to him to serve him rather
than the Devil. Jesus and all his footstep followers
till now have been thus tested, as were also God’s
faithful witnesses and prophets prior to the death
and resurrection of our Lord. Because of Jesus’ faith-
fulness under the most extreme circumstances of evil
God rewarded him with a resurrection from the dead
and exaltation to the highest place in heaven next to
God himself. Jesus’ followers, also, must keep their
faith and eovenant with God clear to the end, in spite
of the temptations, wickedness and hardships of this
world. So doing, they will be counted worthy of a
resurrection to immortal life in heaven and to reign
as kings and priests with Jesus in his throne.

The faithful prophets of the Old Testament did not
have the opportunity to become disciples of Jesus.
This precludes them from sharing in the heavenly
resurrection; but the Apostle Paul assures us in He-
brews, chapter eleven, verse thirty-five, that God will
reward their devotion to him by granting them ‘‘a
better resurrection’’ than the rest of the non-Christian
world. This resurrection will mean a raising of them
at once to life as perfect human creatures and making
them “‘princes in all the earth’’ as the visible, human
representatives of Christ’s kingdom. (Heb. 11: 39, 40;
Ps. 45:16) The faithfulness of these prophets as well
as of Jesus and his disciples during this time of the
permission of evil has glorified and vindicated the
name of Jehovah God.

God has set a time limit for evil to run its course.
That limit is about reached now. God has appointed the
kingdom of his Son Jesus as the agency for restraining
the great evildoer Satan, and for stopping evil in the
earth and establishing righteousness therein. Conse-
quently God’s promised kingdom is the biggest thing
now in the purpose of God as far as known to man.
Jesus told his disciples to make the interests of that
kingdom the chief purpose in their lives; he said to
them, ‘‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.’”’ (Matt. 6:33) That kingdom is at the
door, and millions of earth’s present population may
be expected to witness the oncoming ‘‘battle of that
great day of God Almighty’’ which will rid the earth
of Satan’s wicked organization and so make room for
the full control of man’s affairs by the new King,
Christ Jesus.

God’s purpese in placing man on this earth was
that the earth might be the realm where human crea-
tures might perfectly praise and glorify their God and
forever perform his will. God put the perfect man and
woman in the garden of Eden, instructed them to repro-
duce their kind and fill this earth, and to subdue the
whole earth and beautify it like the garden of Eden.
But Adam and Eve refused to make this the one pur-
pose of their existence. They chose to turn aside.

Christ’s kingdom will correet all this. It will fulfil
God’s purpose toward man. It will banish wickedness
and all evil or calamitous things. It will raise all the
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human dead to renewed existence on this earth. Satan
will no longer be able to deceive, because he will have
been bound. Jesus the great Master, through his earth-
ly representatives, the resurrected prophets, will teach
all mankind and bring them to an accurate knowl-
edge of the divine truths which are required to be be-
lieved and obeyed to gain eternal life. Mankind will be
washed from their sins by his blood, and he will lift
them up out of moral degradation, physical and men-
tal imperfection, and dying conditions, up to the stand-
ard of perfect men and women. Meantime, the efforts
of our race will be turned to transforming the earth
into a paradise, and under the blessings of God’s
kingdom the garden of Eden will be restored and
made to cover all the earth. When all this work is
completed by Christ’s government, mankind will be
fully restored to conditions on earth which will be
the exact duplicate of the perfect conditions which
Adam and Eve enjoyed in the primeval garden of
Eden. Then, first, so the book of Revelation, chapter
twenty, assures us, will Satan be loosed from his im-
prisonment to demonstrate his unreformed condition
of heart.

The loosing of Satan will of course constitute a se-
vere test upon the restored human family; but where-
as now men and women are too weak to resist Satan
and his temptations without God’s grace, then they
will be perfectly able to mcet the test and maintain
their integrity toward God. Here again we note that
God does not test the human family as to their loyalty
to him by placing them in the midst of imperfect
and sinful conditions, but in conditions just as favor-
able and perfeet and holy as those in the original
garden of Eden. And then the true and noble purpose
of man, restored to God’s image and likeness, will be
to devote himself undividedly to God, to resist the
Devil, and to prove faithful to God and obedient
to his law and worship, and thus to please and glo-
rify him.

This is foreefully and simply stated in the book of
Eeclesiastes, chapter twelve, verse thirteen: ‘‘Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.”’ All those not choosing to fulfil this
duty and purpose, including the Devil himself, will
be for ever destroyed in the second death.

God’s kingdom, then, occupies the most important
place in God’s arrangement at this time. Since Jesus’
counsel was to seek first that kingdom and God’s right-
eousness, all men should make it their one, chief pur-
pose in life, from now on, to prepare themsclves for
the full establishment of that government over our
carth, that so they may promptly eome into harmony
with its laws and work and may heartily and joyfully
cooperate therewith. Therefore, let the people turn

to the Bible and study about that kingdom and pro- T
elaim it to others. Thus doing, they will be fulfilling o

the God-approved purpose of man’s existence on earth. P



LETTERS

STRENGTHENED TO SERVE JEHOVAR
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Having just read the review of your two latest books, Light,
in Number 287 of The Golden -Age, and the exposition you
give of Revelation 14: 10, 11, we send you from the bottom of
our hearts our thanks tor the feast of fat things that so
evidently will soon be our portion. We have not yet received our
copies; and the foretaste granted us in The Golden Age only
served to deepen our longing for this food from the Lord’s
table, of which we have heard so much.

The church has waited long for this, dear brother; and now
in the Lord’s due time, and when its strengthening nutriment
is most needed, he supplies our need, satisfies our hunger, and
fills us with joy and thanksgiving for his gracious care. True
appreciation demands that this strength must be returned to
the Giver in joyful service.

Being not ignorant of the Devil’s devices and of his beset-
ments upon Jehovah’s ¢‘servant’’ class, and yourself in par-
ticular at thig time, we remember you all in our prayers, asking
that he might grant his strength and add his blessing to the
works of your hands, to his own praise and glory.

For ourselves we take the solemn vow that as ¢‘Light’’ is
granted unto us, so shall we, to the best that we are able,
seek to carry that ¢‘Light’’ farther, hiding it not under a
bushel, but holding it forth to the accompanying shout of
¢‘The Sword of the Lord and of His Anointed’’.

We have so far been very successful in the new terntory to
which you, as the Lord’s instrument, sent us. Poor India, in
common vwith the whole world, is in sad need of the Lord’s
kingdom.

We rejoice with you in the privilege that now is ours to
vindieate the name of Jehoval. With much love,

Yours in joyful service,

R, Tiprin AxD C, 8. GooDMAN, India.

FROM HAWAII

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

The brethren lLere are desirous of making known their great
love for you because of the zeal and fearlessness shown in con-
nection with what the Lord has given you to do. It would be ab-
solutely impossible to accomplish the work done, since you have
been directing the affairs of the Society, without the Lord’s
full approval; and all can see by your attitude toward those
who oppose that it is your sole purpose to have this at all times.

We wish to thank you for the strength and encouragement
received from our study of The TWalch Tower, as it is plain
that each article contains something of vital importance to us.
If a special effort had not been made to enlighten us as to
our duties and privileges along the lines of service we would
have been asleep long ago. The Lord would have held you re-
gponsible, as has been repeatedly pointed out.

It is unfortunate that the radio cannot be used as effce-
tively here as on the mainland. There is no doubt that this
would make it possible to reach many who will not purchase
literature mow, but who probably would if the way could be
opened by the radio.

Assuring you of our daily prayers on behalf of yourselt and
the other faithful ones at Brooklyn, and our desire to labor
shoulder to shoulder at all times, we are

Your brethren in the Lord,
HonoLuLy (Hawaii) ECCLESIA.

THANKFULNESS
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We have just finished reading the books Light. It is impos-
sible for me to express my thankfulness in words; but with
God’s help I shall carry Light to others, endeavor to be his
faithful witness.

For thirty-three years God has favored me with The Fatch
Tower.

We love you, dear brother, and pray God to keep you and
protect you.

Your brother in Christ,

DeroresT KooN, Michigan,
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A NEW IMPULSE

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Greetings! Words cannot express the blessing which I re-
ceived when reading Li:ght. It was a revelation 1n the fullest
sense of the word. In the conditions of the church, from Ephe-
sus till Laodicea, I saw, like moving pictures, twenty years of
my life reflected.

As never before, 1 understood the full meaning ot the com-
forting message: ‘I know your works, and tmbulation, and
poverty; but you are rich, rich in God’s favor.’

What a revelation about the Nicolaitunes, the bosses, wlich
I have hated all the years, very often with a troubled heurt;
and now, oh joy, to learn that the Lord has hated them, too,
and hates them still! And all the other features of Revelation,
which reveal the King in action, were a real insprration,

The ‘“Light’’ has given a new impulse 1 the whole cluss.
We had a weekly average of 387 books and 1,326 booklets, but
after having studied only & few chapters of Revelation in the
wonderful ¢‘Light’’, we had a week’s result of 988 books and
4,615 booklets

I just returned from a four weeks’ journey over the fields
of twenty-five classes. All the dear fiiends hailed the ¢¢Light’’.
On this tour I eame through Wilhelmshaven, a navyport on
the northern coast. I saw in this place the barracks agam,
where forty years age I received, as a marine, my first drill
for the Devil’s business. Glad to say, I became an unfit soldier,
because fourteen years ago, when ‘‘Smyrna’’ was on the way,
I refused to do the Devil’s business; by the Lord’s grace 1
could tell the Devil’s agents that I would not ever touch their
bloody arms.

And now 2 few weeks ago I went, as a witness of the Lord,
through the same barracks, delivering the message of the King
of Peace, Where the sighs of many thousand marines once
were heard, suffering under Satan’s claws, a new scene has
appezred. The poorest of the poor have a primitive home 1n
these barracks, You may well iunagine how my heart bubbled
over, as I went from door to door, telling the prisoners behind
the doors, of a better home not very far.

There is a lot more to write, but I dare not go to length.
Thanking you for all your labor for all those who have like
experiences in the King’s service, I am determined to act my
thankfulness by faithful obedience,

With warm love in the Lord, I am

Your brother in Christ,

H. voN AHLFTEN, Germany.

A BLESSED DECADE

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Your time is so thoroughly occupied that it seems almost
out of order to add any additional burdens, but I do want to
tell you how much I’ve enjoyed working with you these past
ten years,

It will be ten years tomorrow sinee my arrival at Bethel,
and in every way the mest profitable and enjoyable years of
my life. Arriving soon after the publication of Golden Age
No. 27, it has been a most wonderful experience to see the
growth of the work, from the small band of workers at Myrtle
Avenue, who labored in the preparation of the Millions books,
to the present with its more than ninety-three millions of books
and booklets, Nothing but the Lord’s approval could have
blessed such a wonderful witness in behalf of the kingdom.

Your devotion to the Lord has always been a source of
inspiration to me, Have wanted to tell you so many times, but
it is easier for me to write such things than to speak about
them.

May our heavenly Father continue to bless your hands and
mind, and make them very fruitful in the interests of the
kingdom.

Sister Woodworth is enjoying her privileges in the pioneeA

work, and joins with me in sending Christian love.
Yours by his grace,

W. ELpoN WoopwortrH, Bethel.
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stutlon call letters.

lowing schedule:

Sunday Sundaey
AM PM
1 9:00 27 4:00
2 0:15 28 4:15
8 0:30 20 4:30
4 0:45 30 5:00
8 10:00 31 5:30
€ 10:10 32 5:45
7 0:1 33 6:00
-] 10:25 34 6:15
® 10:30 33 ¢6:45
10 10:40 36 7:00
11 10:46 37 T:46
12 11:00 88 9:00
18 11:156 39 10:00
14 11:30
15 11:45 Tuesday
16 12:00 PM
a 40 7:30

Sulnm}z v Wednesday
17 12:18 PM
18 12:30 4 6:15
i
218 oo
23 2:00 43 9:30
24 2:30 Baturday
25 3:00 PM
26 3:45 44 7:45

viations:
Su

eloectrical transcription pro-
rawm is indicated by heavy-
ace figure that appears after
Figure
also indicates time of pre-
soutution according to fol-

Time of local programs other
than transcription service is
shown with following abbre-

Sunday We Wed’sday
Mo Monday Th Thursday

To Tuesdag Friday
aturda
A AM period PM period
AUSTRALIA

Adelalde ................... 5
SuA 10-11; P 8.30-10

Ta ThP 9-9.15
Ballarat ............ceeeee. SBA
SuP 7.15.7.30
Brishane .. ......weeeee... 4BC
SuP 6-6.30
Newcastle .................... 2HD
SuA 10-12; P 7-8.30

ThP 9-9.15
Perth ......coiioninnneees 6ML
Sup 9-10
Toowoomba ..................

4GR

SuA 10-1045; P 845930
Wanganul .. 2Z¥

Wel' 7.15-7.30

CANADA
Alberta
Lethbridge ............... CJOC
Ned Deer .............. CKLC
British Columbia
Kamloops ...eerverere.. CRIC
Vancouver ............. CJOR
Sul 6.15-7
Vietorla emeeneceeee CFCT
Manitoba
Brandon ..eeeceecrene CKX
Sul 10 11 (second, m'thly)
WInnlpeg  ......occconeecenees CKY
SuA 10-11 (first, m’thly)
New Brunswick
8t. John e .. CFBO
Nova Scotia
Sgdney eereereresemeernmees CTJCB
ul* 9-10
Ontario
Cobnlt ...._..... CKMC
sSul 12.156-1
Hamllton ... CKOC
Jondon . ....caeeeeee. CIGC
Waterloo CKCR
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RADIO SERVICE
The good news of the kingdom of Jehovah is broadcast each week or oftener by stations and at hours shown here.

Prince Edward Island
Charlottetown ............ CFCY

Saskatchewcan

Flemlnl‘;} .. CIRW
Moose Jaw CIRM
Saskatoon .. CFQC
SuP 12 30-
Yorkto CIG
Sud 10 1511 (third, m thly)
CUBA
Havana .....cccececeemeencen CMK
STHONIA
TallinDn eecereeececeeecaacnnes
FRANCE
Parls coereerenicnnenene ITUS
NDWFOU\'DLAN
VOSA

St J (11 -
P 8-9

UNITED STATES
dlabama
Birmingham
Mobile
MODtZOMErY .coeeeensene

Arizona
Phoenix ..
Tucson ...,

Arkansas
Little Rock

Californig
Hollywood ......cceeeare.. KNX
SaP 1-2
Los Angele§ ...cccccvveee.. KTM
Sud 9-10

Oakland
SuAd 10-11;
WeP 2.30-3.45, 815

ThP 8-8.15; FrP 230"45

San Diego KGB

Colorado
Colorado Sprmgs we- KEFUM
Pueblo ........cceciirvenenee. KGHF
Trinidad .....ccccveeee. KGIW
Connecticut
Bridezeport .................. WICC
Hartford .................. WDRC
Delaware
Wilmington .............. WDEL

Distriet of Columbdia
Washington WwWOL

‘@ [ 2] g0

KROwW
P 1-2.30, 6-7,910
8.30

Qaaa &

N S

Florida
Miami ......
Orlando
Tampa ..
Georgia
Atlanta ....everreeenernee WGST 35
Augusta ... WRDW 25
Columbus WHRBL &
Savannah ... . WTOC 21t
Thomasville ... WQDX 42
Idaho
Boise ....cccveeeceenecrncceeee.. KIDO B
I\ampa KFXD 12
Pocatello e, KSEL 40
Illinois
(0913 107: ¥..{, J WCFL 8
Chicago ....cccceerecrecens WCHI 14
SuP 12 30-1, 2-3
Mo Tu We Th Fr SnP 3. 3.15
Decatur ......cccceeccareme WJIBL 8§
La Salle ... - WJBC 13
Rockford .....ccesseeceenee KFLY B
SuP 6-6.30 )
Rock Island ... - WHDF 41
Springfold - WTAX &
pringfiel 43
TUSCOA ...vvmnecsccrsneecee: WDZ B
Indiana
Anderson ...ceccinn “HIHJ 27
Evansville __.. ceneneese WOGBE 4
¥ort Wayne .......... . WOWOQ o9
Gary —eee WIKS 7
In(li'mapolis assassassmeen WI\BF 4
Muncie ...ceeeeeaene WLBC 3
lTowa
Cednr Rapids ........ KWCR &
SuA 10.30-11; P 1.30-2
WeP 9-10
Council Diufts ............ KOIL &8
Davenport ... WOC 8

SuP 6.30-7

Des Moines WHO B
SuP 6.30-7
Muscatine ..... -... KTNT 18
SuP 1-1.30
Kansas
Milford ... KFKB B
SuA 89 FrP 4.30-5
Topeks .veeerceceecnen-r. WIBW 21
Wichita ...................... KFH 4
Kentucky
Paducah ......cooeeenen WPAD &
Louisiana
New Orleans ............ WIBO 1
ThP 8-8.30
Shreveport 5
Shreveport
ThP 8.30-9.30
Maine
Bangor ....cccewevecene... WLBZ 4
Aeryland
Baltimore ............... WCBM o
SuP 6-7
Cumberland .....cceceeee.. WTBO 24
Massachusetts
Bos on ...................... WBZA
........................ WLOE 28
SuA 11-12 15; ThP 89
Lexlngton ................ WLEX
SuP 2-3
New Bedford ............ WNBH 5
Springfield .. 7
Worcester -1
Michigan
Bay City trovenmeresenees WBCM O
[BF:1£1)::T:] — WHDF &
Detroit WMBC 35
Flint .eeeeeeee WFDT 43
Grand Rapids .......... WOOD 38
Minnesota
Duluth ...... WEBC &
Fergus Fall KGDE &
Minneapolis WDGY B
St. Paul .. WRHM 18
Mississippi
Greenville ... WRBQ 5
Gulfport ... . WGCM 23
Hattiesburg . WRBJ 25
Meridian ......... WCOoC 10
Missouri
Columbia ....cccceeerveeeee.. EFRU 33
Kansas City . .. WHB
St. Joseph ... .. KFE l
St. Louls cveercnvcioannn KMO 4
Montana
Billings ........c..ccee.... KGHL &
Butte .............. .- KGIR 30
Great Falls ..... .. KFBB 3
Wolf Point ......ceeeee... KGCX 11
Nebraska
Lincoln 8
Norfolk . 5
York ... KGBZ B
Yew Jersey
Atlantic City .veee... WPG 5
Paterson ......cccoecenrenee ‘WODA &
New Mexico
Albuquerque ............ KGGM &
New York
Auburn ...... WMBO 34
Binghamton .. WNBF 37
Sul’ 7-9; Th
Buffalo .... .. WMAK &
Jamestown .. WOCL
MoP 6.30
New York ...cceveeeene WBBR 8
SuA 830-11; P 58
MoA 6'%0‘7 1012 P27
TuA 6.30-T: ) -8
WeA 6.30- Ts 10-12 P -8

Tul 6304 10- 12 P 1" 3, 6-8
FrA 6 P

."

New York ...............
New York ...
Rochester ..........
Schenectady

North Carolina
Asheville ............... WWNC
Charlotte . vorerareee W BT
Greensboro ........eeeee.. WBIG
Raleigh _ ......eeee. WPTF
Wilmington ......coeeeeeee.c. WRBT
Winston-Salem ........ WSJS

North Dakota

Bigmarck .. KFYR @

Fargo ... WDAY 9
Ohio

Cinecinnati ............. WFBE 4

Cincignati ... B

Cleveland ................... T

WH
SuA 8.50-11; P 23 630730
Mo Tu We Th Fr
7.30-8; ThP 7-8

Columbus WCAH &
SuP 12- P 7-8
Dayton WSMK 5
Mansfield wWIw 7
oledo WSPD &
Youngstown 5
Zanesville __. 11
Oklahoma
Chickasha ............... KOCW 19
Oklahoma City I\I‘JE 5
Ponca City .......ccceeeee WBBZ 5
South Coffeyville ... KGGF &
Oregon
Eugene ....oeeeceeeeeoeeenees
Medford ...
Portland
Pennsylvania
Altoona
Lrie ...
Harrisburg .
Jeanaette ... M 14
Johnstown .. WJIAC 29
Lancaster ... WGAL 1
Of! City ....... WLBW 4
Philadelphia WPEN &
Pittsburgh ... KDKA
Pittsburgh ............. ... K

Qv
SuP 12-2, 7-8; FrP 830930
Reading WRAW
Scranton
Williamsport

Rhode Island
Providence

South Carolina
Charleston ...

Columbia

Spartanburg ... -3
South Dakota

Sioux Fall§ .ccceepermeenn
Tennessee

Bristol .......oooeeveeeenenn

Chattanooga

Knoxville ...

Memphi§ ...ceeeeeeaceeeeee. WREC
Texras

Amarille .......eeeeeee.. KEGRS 1

AUSHIN eeceiceeeineceenes KUT &

Beaumont ....cm..... KFDM o

Brownsville .......... KWWG 30

Corpus Christi KGFI 5

Dallas ..ceeeeeeee. WFAA 4

El Paso ... KTSM 2

Galveston KFLX 5

Houston ... KPRC 5

San Angelo .. KGKIL: 23

San Antonio .. TSA 3

Wichlta Falls ... KGRKO &

tah
Salt Lake City .......... K8L 7

Virginia
Danville ... WIBTM 29
Lynchburg . WLVA 19
Newport Ne . WGH 9
Norfolk .. WTAR 2
Petersburg WLBG 5
Roanoke ... WDBJ &
Washington
Bellingham ....ccoeeeeaeee KvV0osS s
Everett { 4
Seattle . 5
Spokane . 5
Tacoma .. 23
Wenatchee 5
Yakima 3
West Virginia
Fairmont ................ WMMN B
Huntington ...eececeeeeeee. WSAZ 39
Wisconsgin
Madison ......cccciecemen -~ WIBA &
Milwaukee e WISN 8 T
Racine ... ..cccvemmeeme. WRIN ¥
Wyoming 0
Casper .....ccesomesres KDFN 8 P
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upon the Tower, and will watch to sca wchat He will
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that oppose me/’'—Habakkuk £: 1.
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log:!nng after those things which are comhs: rgn thg 'earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Xook up, and lft up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21;25-31; Matthew 24;33; Mark 13:29.
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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
closses by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
rcports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doetrine by which all dectrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was tlie beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now presemt; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the Kkingdom
must be preached.

—_—
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MEMORIAL FOR 1931

The beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the ¢‘ beginning of
months’’ according to Jehovah, is dated from the appearance
of the new moon nearest the Spring equinox, aceording to the
authorities, Such new moon tlus year appears at 2:51 a.m.,
March 19. The first day of Nisan would begin, therefore,
at 6 p.m., that evening, which time of day is the beginning
of the Scriptural Jewish day.

Hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would commence at
6 p.m., April 1. It follows that the proper date for the cele-
bration of the memorial of Jesus’ death would be after 6: 00
p.m., Wednesday, April 1, 1931, That will be the time at which
the Lord’s anointed ones will desire to assemble together at
their respective meeting places and celebrate the memorial
instituted by our Savior.

Secretarics of classes are requested to report to The Watch
Tower, immediately following ececlebration of the memorial,
the number partaking in their respective places.

CONVENTIONS

For convenience of all readers of The Watch Tower through-
out the world, announcement is mow made of conventions of
those who love and serve Jehovah, as follows:

May 23 to 26, 1931, Paris, France.

May 30 to June 1, 1931, Berlin, Germany.

June (exact date amnounced later), 1931, London, England,
July 24 to 30, 1931, Columbus, Chio, U, 8. A.

Let all in America and Canada, if possible, make arrange-
ments for their vacations during the period of the Columbus
convention, in order that they may attend. This promises to
be a very important convention to the people of God, at which
many blessings from Jehovah may be expected. The president of
the Society hopes to attend all the above conventions. A more
detailed announcement will be made in The Watch Tower
shortly.

[.B.S.A.Berean Bible Studies

by means of
e WATCH TOWER

‘‘His Temple’’ (Part 1)
Issue of February 1, 1931
Week beginning April 5 . . . . . . §
Week beginning April12 . . . . . ,

‘‘His Temple’’ (Part 2)

Issue of February 15, 1931
Week beginning April 18 ., . . . . .
Week beginning April 26 . . . . . .
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HIS TEMPLE
““And in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.”’—Hag. 2: 9.

PART 3

EHOVAH has expressed his purpose to establish
J peace in the universe. That is an absolute and
complete guarantee that it will be done. There
can be no real peace while the workers of iniquity are
about. God declares his purpose to destroy all the
wicked ; then peace shall follow. Jehovah declares war
against Satan, the archenemy, the wicked, and all of
his organization ; and he will engage in war that peace
may come to stay. Therefore he reveals himself by the
name ‘‘Lord of Sabaoth’’, meaning the Almighty God
of battle. He also reveals himself by the name ‘‘Lord
of hosts’’, meaning the Almighty One, over and above
his army or host, fighting against the workers of
iniquity. He makes Christ Jesus the chief Field
Marshal to lead his armies, and in God’s due time
Christ leads the host to victory that there may be an
everlasting peace.

2 Wars have ravaged the human race. The rulers,
which are the visible parts of Satan’s organization,
have provoked many wars, and the ecommon pcople
have suffered the result thereof. Now even the rulers
of earth see that the common people are sick of the
letting of human blood, and hence the rulers desper-
ately seek a means of peace. Their efforts will all be
without avail. Just prior to the World War the clergy
were saying to their allies of the ruling elass: ‘There
shall be no more war, but we prophesy peace for the
world.” The war came and worked great havoe upon
the nations. The clergy then appeared in the eyes of
many as false prophets, which they are.

3When the League of Nations was brought into
existence the announcement was made by the rulers
of the nations that the League would outlaw war and
bring lasting peace. The clergy became the chief
advocates of the League of Nations, and with feigned
piety and great gravity announced that the League
of Nations is ‘the political expression of God’s king-
dom on the earth’. In this the clergy are false proph-
ets; and their allies of the rulers and the people also
now begin to see that they are false prophets. Many
disarmament conferences or conventions are held and
treatics are written upon paper, pledging the nations
to peace. In this ‘‘the false prophet’’, named in Rev-
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elation, takes the lead and utters great swelling words
of what soon shall be accomplished. Again the hypo-
critical elergy come to the fore and prophesy ‘‘Peace,
peace; when there is no peace’’. (Jer. 6:14) It is to
be expected that quite soon Satan’s representatives,
and those whom such are still able to deceive and
hoodwink, will together say, ‘‘Peace and safety’’;
and then ‘sudden destruetion shall come upon them’,
because the Lord has declared such shall come to
pass.

¢ There is now peace in heaven, but it was first
necessary to have war in heaven before peace came.
(Rev, 12:7-10) There will be no peace on the earth
until the Lord of hosts mows down the army of the
workers of iniquity. Such he will do by his Chief One,
who is the Head of the temple. The temple at Jeru-
salem being completed, Jchovah announces through
his prophet: ‘‘In fhis place I will give peace, saith
the Lord of hosts.”” That prophecy, without doubt,
refers to the time when ‘Shiloh [the peaceful One]
comes’ and all the affairs of earth are under the con-
trol of that Prince of Peace.

® One of the titles which God gave to his mighty
Executive Officer, and which he now possesses, is ‘‘ The
Prince of Peace’’; and of his peace there shall be no
end. There will be no complete peace amongst the
people of God until the workers of iniquity have heen
removed by the Prince of Peace. ‘‘For he [the Mes-
senger of the covenant] is our peace.”’ ‘“And I will
cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be eut off: and
he shall speak peace unto the heathen [nations].”
(Zech. 9:10) Then the nations will realize that he
who is their desire, to wit, the Prince of Peace, is
come and all who desire to do right will receive peace
and prosperity. One translator renders Haggai 2:9
thus: “‘In this place I will give prosperity.”’ Lasting
peace amongst the people will open the way for them
to devote their energics to righteousness and then

(God will prosper them. Their prosperity will como.

when they turn their hearts to Jehovah through hi
temple.

¢ No one who loves God should now permit himselfQ

P
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to be deceived for one moment into believing that
any human agcney can bring peace to the world. To
even mentally sympathize with the worldly peace
movements amongst men is contrary to the will and
purpose of (od. Peace and prosperity amongst the
people cannot come through the League of Nations
or from any other man-made peace arrangement, be-
cause God has deereed that it shall not thus come.
Peace between God and man, and between man and
man, and between man and beast, shall be realized
and enjoyed only in God’s appointed way. That way
God emphatieally states is by and through his temple.

T Three months and twenty-four days after Haggai
began to prophesy he again stood before the leaders
and the people and addressed them by the authority
of the Lord. ‘““In the four and twentieth day of the
ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the
word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying. . .”’
(Hag. 2:10) The time would correspond with our
December, and in Palestine the rainy season would
then be on. Ezra prophesied approximately at the
same time and shows that the rainy period was then
upon the eountry. ‘‘Then all the men of Judah and
Benjamin gathered themselves together unto Jeru-
salem within three days: it was the ninth month, on
the twentieth day of the month; and all the people
sat in the street of the house of God, trembling be-
cause of this matter, and for the great rain. But the
people are many, and it is a time of much rain.’’—
Ezra 10:9, 13.

8 Haggai’s prophecy was at approximately the same
time. The words of the prophet on this occasion show
that it was an appropriate time to give careful con-
sideration of the Lord’s dealings with his people. At
that time the foundation of the restored temple was
completed. The work on the temple was proceceding
vigorously and the Jews permitted no interference
on the part of their adversaries with the work they
were doing. The Lord would now manifest, and did
manifest, his approval of the faith of the remnant
of the Jews for earncstly doing their work, and he
sent Haggai before them again to prophesy for their
encouragement,

® Jehovah, by his prophet, first propounded a ques-
tion to the priests that they might answer as to their
understanding of the law of the Lord and what is
holy and what is unclean. God had given his law to
the Israelites that those serving in the priest’s office
“‘may put difference between holy and unholy, and
between unclean and clean [things]’’. (Lev. 10:10)
On this occasion Haggai was asking their priests to
construe the law before the people.

10 Likewise at the present time God’s people need
to be instrueted in the law of God, which is his ex-
pressed will as to what is holy and what is unholy,
what is clean in the sicht of the Lord, and what is
unclean. False standards of holiness deceive and mis-
lead and cause many to fall. As an instance, some do
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not discern that Satan has a mighty organization and
that he is fighting against God and God’s people,
and they therefore do not avoid things unclean. On
this oecasion Haggai stood before the people at the
command of the Lord and said: ‘‘Thus saith the
Lord of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the
law, saying, If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his
garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pot-
tage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy?
And the priests answered and said, No.”’—Vss. 11, 12.

11 This propheey has an application at the present
time. The priests of the Catholic organization claim that
by some legerdemain and ineantation, or other myste-
rious ceremony, they can on Friday turn beef roast
into fish or fowl, They deeccive themselves in this way
to justify themsclves in eating meat when they have
made a rule that they should not. They give them-
sclves eredit for power that they do not possess. Like-
wise there are amongst those of the professed people
of God, and who have made a covenant with God,
some who think themselves so important that what-
ever spiritual provender they touch or whatever work
they attempt to do that same immediately becomes
holy beeause of their own virtue. They take themselves
too scriously and impute to themselves virtue and
power they do not possess, and because they are work-
ing contrary to the expressed will of God they are
workers of iniquity. Thus doing, they do not have on
the priestly wedding garments. This applies to that
class who profess to be in the truth and yet who do
work in their own appointed way and conclude that
their chief work is making themselves holy and pious
and hence that everything they touch or undertake
is holy.

12 The priests answered the question propounded by
Haggai the prophet, and their answer was correct;
and therefrom the people of God in this day may
learn that there is no intrinsic merit in any offering
man brings unto the Lord and that the ereature does
not make holy or sanctify anything that he might
touch, While it is the greatest privilege to be engaged
in the serviee of the Lord, God does not need any of
us in his work. No one should feel so self-important
as to believe that he can lawlessly do works of his
own choosing, even though he claims to do so in the
name of the Lord, and then expeet the Lord to ap-
prove such works. The fact that one claims to do any-
thing and everything ‘‘as unto the Lord’’ does not
make that thing acceptable unto the Lord, by any
means. When the apostle says, ‘‘And whatsoever ye
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men,"”’
clearly he means that we must do it in God’s ap-
pointed way, and not in man’s way, and that it must
be done joyfully to the praise of the Lord. Obedience
unto the Lord is that which is required of the templeA

class in doing their work, and such obedience is more T

acceptable than any sacrifice that can be made or
brought. Haggai’s examination of the priests on that P
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occasion was for the benefit of God’s people at the
present time,

3 Proceeding with the examination of the priests,
Haggai the prophet of God said: ‘‘If one that is un-
clean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be
unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall
be uneclean.’’ (Vs. 13) This proves that there is no
inherent value possessed by the creature that can be
brought to the Creator. Those who are now of the
priestly order in the church were creatures once
‘‘dead in trespasses and sins’’ and ‘‘were by nature
children of wrath, even as others’’, and therefore by
nature unclecan. When one becomes the follower of
Christ, instead of being able to make anything or
everything holy unto the Lord by his ‘‘wonderful
character’ or other merit of his own, the very op-
posite is true to the facts. Being naturally dead and
in a defiled condition the ereature would defile every-
thing of the Lord that he touches were it not for the
fact that his justification and approval by Jehovah
is granted by and through the merit of Christ Jesus.
How foolish and unreasonable, then, for one to think
that he could develop a beautiful and sweet character
whieh is meritorious and acceptable before the Lord
as something holy. The one who takes such a course
denies the blood of Christ that bought him and the
results therefrom. The answer of the priests before
Haggai was a correct answer and shows that our self-
development is not what is acceptable to the Lord as
being a holy thing. Works of self-achievement are
‘‘dead works’’ and are, in the estimation of the Lord,
defiled and unclean. It is the merit of Christ that
cleanses, and our whole-hearted and complete devo-
tion to the Lord is the evidence of our love for him,
and this is what brings his approval.

4 (od approves those whose affections are set upon
him and who proceed in a manner consistent there-
with. He does not approve those who set their affec-
tions on things of the earth or creatures of the earth,
If the admiration or affection of a professed Chris-
tian is centered upon man, be that man self or some
other man, such could not be pleasing to the Lord.
Regardless of how good and devoted to Jehovah any
man might be, and how greatly he is used by Jeho-
vah, that is no excusc or justification for another to
give praise and adoration and glory to the creature;
and he who does so does it at his own peril. If we
divide our affections between God and things of this
world we are thus touching uneclean things and are
thereby defiled. We cannot scrve two masters and be
pleasing to either. Especially is that true with one
who elaims to serve God. He must be wholly devoted
to the Lord in order to please him.

33 The priests having answered, ‘‘It shall be un-
clean,’”’ then answered Haggai and said: ‘‘So is this
people, and so is this nation before me, saith the
Lord; and so is every work of their hands, and that
which they offer there is unclean.’”’ (Vs. 14) This
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must mean that the creature is of himself unclean
before the Lord, so that anything he touches *‘it
shall be unclean’’ because contrary to the Lord’s com-
mandment. For what reason unclean? is properly
asked, Manifestly because of inactivity in the service
of the Lord as the Lord has commanded, and doing
work in a contrary way. For sixteen years those Jews,
although given the great favor by the Lord to work
on the temple, had neglected to do the work, and
therefore no work done or performed by them eould
be pleasing or acceptable to God as holy. It was work
on the temple they had been directed to do and had
been sent to Jerusalem to do. There was nothing else
that could be pleasing to the Lord.

1% Tt was even so with the people of God on earth
when the time arrived for the building up of Zion
and gathering God’s people together. Isaiah pictures
the Lord’s saints on earth at that time. Isaiah, as
for the people of God on earth, recognizing his un-
cleanness, cried out: ‘““Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unelean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips.”” (Isa. 6:5)
Everything of the world was dead, particularly from
and after 1914, beeause there the King of glory took
his power and reigned and Satan’s world had ended
and the time had come to go up to God’s organization
which is Zion. It was in 1919 and thereafter that the
people of God realized that they had been negligent
in performing their dutics, and therefore of unclean
lips, in this, that they had not been diligent in pro-
claiming the praises of the Lord. Then they awoke
and began to work,

7 Isaiah pictures this same class appreciating the
fact that the anger of the Lord toward them had
ccased, and he therefore wrote: ‘“And in that day
thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise thee; though thou
wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and
thou comfortedst me, Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord JEHO-
VAH is my strength and my song; he also is become
my salvation.”” (Isa. 12:1,2) There was reason to
expect the increased blessings of the Lord upon his
pcople from the time that they awoke and became
active and zealous. Then it was that ‘they turned from
their dead works to serve the living God’ and went
about doing the work in econnection with the temple
and henee had reason to expeet and to rceecive the
continued blessings of the Lord.—Heb. 9: 14.

18 The prophet then names a day certain from which
time forward or upward the remnant should expect
the blessings from God: ‘‘ And now, I pray you, con-
sider from this day and upward, from before a stone
was laid upon a stone in the temple of the Lord.”’
(Vs. 15) Manifestly the meaning is that from the
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month they were toA

consider and call to mind what conditions obtained T

or existed before the temple work was begun and to
compare such with what would take place from then P
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on. For sixteen years these Jews had remained in-
active and not a stone was laid upon another stone
in the temple foundation, and now this period of
time should be compared with what would follow from
and after the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month
of the year in which the work on the temple was
resumed.

1* To what extent had the Lord blessed this rem-
nant of Israel within the period of sixteen years of
inactivity ? Haggai answers that question in the six-
teenth verse. In that period of inactivity the Israelites
feared the wrath of men and hence had engaged in
secular work which took them away from the Lord’s
temple, and therefore the blessing of the Lord was
held back from them.

20 ] et the Lord’s people now look back and com-
pare the work of the church during the Elijah period
with that of the Elisha period of the church’s ac-
tivity, and especially compare the blessings from heav-
en upon those who have joyfully engaged in the
Elisha work with what comes to those who have failed
or refused to engage therein. By reason of the fear of
men or of Satan’s organization, or for other selfish
reasons, many have failed or refused to participate in
the Elisha work, and they have suffered great loss be-
cause thereof. Upon those who have been joyfully
diligent in the service of the Lord in connection with
the temple, the Most High has showered his blessings.

21 Again referring to the period of indifferent wait-
ing and inactivity the Prophet Haggai spoke for the
Lord, saying: ‘‘So is this people, and so is this na-
tion before me, saith the Lord; and so is every work
of their hands; and that which they offer there is
unclean.”” (Vs. 14) The Lord had manifested his
disapproval of the Jews because of their inactivity,
and it surely must be expected that the Lord will like-
wise show his disapproval toward those who neglect
or fail or refuse to participate in the work of his
kingdom when they have opportunity. Those who have
been set free from Satan and his organization are
called upon to go up and do work in connection with
the house of the Lord. Failing to obey this command-
ment such have not had the blessings of the Lord.

22 Fven in this day some are too proud to make an
effort to learn why God'’s blessings are withheld from
them. Their pride prevents them from ‘repenting and
doing their first works’. (Rev. 2:5) They rcfuse even
to read and thus partake of the food that the Lord
has provided through his organization to instruct his
people, and hence they miss the blessing of the Lord.
Others have been slow to discern the lessons of reproof
from the Lord. Forcknowing this, God caused the
more zealous ones of his people to ‘Cry aloud, and
spare not’, that his covenant people might be awak-
ened to their privileges. ‘‘Cry aloud, spare not, lift
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the past few years has repeatedly called attention to
the necessity of diligence in the service of the Lord
has greatly angered and embittered some instead of
doing them good.

23 Jehovah marks the specific day from which time
upward the Israelites were to count their increased
blessings. ‘‘ Consider now from this day and upward,
from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month,
even from the day that the foundation of the Lord’s
temple was laid, consider it.”’ (Vs, 18) The work on
the temple had been renewed and from that day for-
ward the blessings of the Lord should be counted.

2 The same is true with reference to God’s temple
workers in this day. It was on the eighth day of
September, 1922, designated ‘‘The Day’’, at a large
assembly of God’s people, that a deeper realization
came as to what the Lord would have them do. They
saw that the kingdom message must be proclaimed.
From that day forward there was increased activity
in the Lord’s service, and the manifold blessings of
the Lord are to be counted from that time. Then
“‘the tried stone’’ for a sure foundation in Zion had
been laid, the faithful and zealous workers were
chosen by the Lord, and their approval was marked
by their being brought under the robe of righteous-
ness, and they have counted their blessings from that
time on. Let this not escape the notice of God’s peo-
ple now, because therein is found much encourage-
ment for those who love Jchovah. The testimony of
his witnesses abundantly proves that the blessings of
the Lord have been showered upon his people from
and after that day to the present time.

% Haggai then propounds this question: ‘‘Is the
seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the
fiz tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath
not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.”’
(Vs. 19) The rainy season was then on and it was
manifested that there could be no seed in the barn.
It was not time for the harvest of the vine and the
fig tree. It was a good time for the Jews to count their
blessings and prove the Lord’s favor to them in the
future. They were to begin now to count and see, if
they worked faithfully, what the Lord would do to
them. The Lord would have his people then know that
the most important thing for them to do was to be
obedient to him in doing the work on the temple,
which they had been sent there to do. Likewise the
Lord definitely shows his people now what work he
approves.

26 These things were written in the prophecy for
the admonition of his people at the present time, and
it is clear that the chief work of God’s people now
is in econnection with his temple as he has eommanded.
Serviee is therefore not only a privilege, but absolute-
ly cssential that one might be pleasing unto God. A

All who are in the temple will now show forth his T
glory and sing his praises, hence must be active in @
his scrvice.—Ps. 29: 9. P

up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people
their transgression, and the house of Jacobh their sins.”’
(Isa. 58:1) The fact that The Watch Tower during
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27 On that same day for the second time God com-
manded Haggai to prophesy. Probably Haggai ap-
peared a second time that his speech might more fully
impress the people; and if he did so he did it under
God’s direction, The first time his prophecy referred
to God’s provision for the blessing of his own in pro-
viding them with plenty and the spreading of a table
for them in the presence of the enemy. That was an
important lesson that must be impressed upon their
minds; and it must be impressed upon God’s people
now. The second time that the prophet appeared on
that day his speech related to the vigorous expression
of God’s vengeance against the enemy and his or-
ganization and of the exaltation of his faithful and
true people. ‘“ And again the word of the Lord came
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the
month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Ju-
dah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth.”’
—Vss. 20, 21,

38 How true are these faects to the present day. In
very recent years Jehovah has spread a table of
abundance for his people in the presence of the enemy
and now (and before it comes to pass) God shows
his own people what he will do to the enemy within
a short time and what will be a manifestation of his
goodness toward those who continue faithful to him
unto the end.

% The prophet of God speaks to Zerubbabel the
governor concerning the shaking of the heavens and
the earth. Clearly this shaking antitypically has ref-
erence to ‘‘the battle of that great day of God Al-
mighty’’, when Satan’s organization shall completely
fall, ‘“And I will execute vengeance in anger and
fury upon the nations, such as they have not heard.”’
(Mic. 5:15) This great shaking appears in the morn-
ing of the Millennial day. Jehovah spoke of it to Job
in hidden phrase, now due to be understood, because
his light is shed upon his Word and makes it clear.
To Job he said: ‘‘Hast thou commanded the morning
since thy days; and eaused the dayspring to know
his place ; that it might take hold of the ends [wings]
of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of
it? It [that is to say, the earth] is turned [changed
as to appearance, given a new impression as a result
of the inereasing light] as clay [is changed in appear-
ance] to the seal [that is to say, when clay is im-
pressed by a seal]; and they [the various features of
the earth] stand as [though clad with] a [new] gar-
ment. And from the wicked their light is withholden
[or withdrawn], and the high arm [or raised arm]
shall be broken.’’—Job 38:12-15.

0 Before this great time of trouble falls upon Sa-
tan’s organization God shows his faithful temple class
what is about to come to pass and he says: ““And 1
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will
destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations;
and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride
in them; and the horses and their riders shall come
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down, every one by the sword of his brother.”’ (Vs,
22) The political and ecclesiastical elements of Sa-
tan’s visible organization now both elaim that their
rule is by divine right. These were pictured by As-
syria and Babylon and both shall be proven liars.
The finanecial or money element is the strength of the
nations because these make provision for the commer-
cial activities and the military forees; and these ele-
ments were pictured by Egypt. The ‘‘chariots’’ and
‘“those that ride in them’” definitely refer to the mili-
tary power, all of which shall be destroyed in the
great time of trouble. When the strength of Satan’s
organization is destroyed and gone, then, as it were,
the shades of his world powers or visible rulers will
say to him: ‘““Art thou also become weak as we? art
thou become like unto us?’’—Isa. 14: 10,

t All this military, eruel and wicked organization,
being arrayed against God and his anointed people in
the battle of Armageddon, will go down to destrue-
tion, as the words of the prophet foretell. The great
antitypical Zerubbabel, the builder of the temple of
God, will be vietorious; and this shows that the com-
pletion of the antitypical temple occurs ‘‘in that day
of God Almighty’’.

%2 The language of the Prophet Haggai is: ‘‘Every
one by the sword of his brother.”’ From the beginning
all of God’s creatures were brothers, because all had
life from one Father. The two ‘“morning stars’’, his
sons, Luecifer and the Logos, sang together to the
praise of the Father at the laying of the foundation of
the earth. In the final conflict it will be the sword of
the loyal Son against the disloyal brother, each side
in the conflict being supported by his followers. In
this great conflict the ‘‘morning stars’’ duel with the
sword one against the other, The sword of the dis-
loyal son will be broken by the sword of the loyal
Son. That will be a fight such as was never had. Then
““The father [Jehovah] shall be . . . against the son
[Lucifer the traitor], and the son [the disloyal
anointed one] against the father [Jchovah]; the
mother against the daughter [disloyal child of Zion],
and the daughter against the mother [God’s organiza-
tion] ”’.—Luke 12: 53.

33 It will be a fight even to the finish; and God’s
beloved Son will be erowned with complete victory,
and those who love righteousness and hate iniquity
and fight under his banner will stand victortous with
him upon Mount Zion. In view of this positive and
certain promise the temple builders are now bidden
not to fear any creature, but to boldly, fearlessly and
joyfully continue to sing forth the praises of the
great Eternal God.

FAITHFULNESS REWARDED

3¢ Joshua the priest engaged in the building of the A

temple, and Satan resisted him, and because of

Joshua’s faithfulness the Lord rebuked Satan. ‘‘Je- o)

hovah rebuke thee, O Satan, even Jehovah that hath P
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chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee.’’ Joshua in the type
was not and could not be approved by reason of his
inherent righteousness, but he had the mark of ap-
proval from Jehovah, who said: ‘‘Take away the
filthy garments from him. And unto him [Joshua]
he said, Behold, I have ecaused thine iniquity to pass
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of
raiment.’’ (Zech. 3:2-4) The faithfulness of Joshua
God rewarded, and likewise he rewards those faith-
ful ones who now do work in connection with the
temple,

35 Zerubbabel seems clearly to foreshadow ‘the elect
servant of Jehovah, in whom he delights’, and stands
in direct contrast to the evil or unfaithful servant,
the latter being foreshadowed by Jehoiachin., (Isa.
42:1; Jer. 22:24) The faithful remnant on earth at
the very close of the witness work, and who remain
faithful and true to the end, are hereby identified as
a part of the ‘elect servant’. Haggai’s prophecy con-
cludes with words of much encouragement to such,
te wit: ‘‘In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I
take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of
Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a
signet; for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of
hosts.”’—Vs. 23.

8 The time of the fulfilment of this prophecy is
definitely fixed as ‘‘in that day’’, meaning ‘‘the day
of battle and war’’, ‘“‘that great day of God Al-
mighty,”’ when ‘‘Jehovah, the mighty in battle’’,
smites the enemy down. (Ps. 24:8; Rev. 19:11.21)
In that hour of great conflict, when the Lord through
his mighty army overthrows the forces of the king-
doms of earth and destroys the power of Satan’s en-
tire organization, he says to his faithful ones: “I
will take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of
Shealtiel’’; and these words evidently mean that the
Lord will give special attention to his servant at that
time and show his special approval upon his servant,
The ‘““servant’’ in this connection is definitely identi-
fied as the offspring of David through Nathan, the
approved line. It seems that God takes this action
toward his ‘‘servant’’ that all creation may see that
he appreciates and is pleased with righteous devotion
and continued faithfulness to him under all condi-
tions.

37 The beautiful symbol of the signet ring is now used.
The signet ring is placed upon the finger, and so the
text is rendered by some of the translators in this
form: ‘I will set thee as a signet ring on the finger.”’
(See Rotherham and Leeser translations.) This signet
ring beautifully engraven would signify that the
‘‘servant’’ is wholly and completely devoted to Jcho-
vah and is the instrument used by Jehovah for the
vindication of his word and name. In support of this
it is written: ‘“With the work of an engraver in stone,
like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the
two stones with the names of the children of Israel;
thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold. And
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thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon
it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO
THE LORD.”’—Ex. 28:11, 36.

8 These concluding words of Haggai’s prophecy,
and supporting texts, leave no doubt as to what is
the destiny of the ‘‘faithful and true’’, and surely
are given for the special encouragement of the rem-
nant people of God at this opportune time. The signet
ring is a mark of identification and symbolizes a
pledge of fidelity. (Gen. 38:18) That would mean that
Zerubbabel would be marked as identified with Jeho-
vah’s organization and as having received the pledge
of fidelity from the Most High as the representative
of his organization. It would also mean that Jehovah
has given his pledge to forever use ‘the eleet servant’
to carry out his purposes. A signet ring is also used
for the purpose of sealing a document or letters of
authority. (1 Ki. 21:8) That would signify that
Zerubbabel would have engraven upon him the name
of Jehovah God and be clothed with special authority
from Jehovah God. In harmony it is thus written
concerning the antitypical Zerubbabel, ‘the elect serv-
ant’: ‘““Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in
the temple of my God; and he shall go no more out;
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and
the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusa-
lem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God ;
and I will write upon him my new name.’”’ (Rev.
3:12) The faithful servant class is sealed with the
seal of the living God. (Rev. 7:2-4) The seal bears the
name of the Father and his city, at a prominent place
upon the sealed ones, that it may be seen.—Rev, 14:1,

% This is a further identification of Zerubbabel as
foreshadowing the ‘priest of God for ever after the
order of Melchizedek’, the highest priesthood ever
created or ever to be created by the Most High. This
high office is given to God’s ‘elect servant’. The signet
ring, being a symbol of authority, would signify that
antitypical Zerubbabel is used by Jehovah to bind up
and seal truths, and therefore shows that the ‘elect
servant’ is the instrument of authority used by Je-
hovah in thus doing. ‘‘Is not this laid up in store
with me, and sealed up among my treasures?’’ (Deut.
32:34) ‘“‘Bind up the testimony, scal the law among
my disciples.”’ (Isa. 8:16) Even now Jchovah says to
the faithful remnant of the ‘‘servant’’ class: ‘“Ye are
my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom
I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and
understand that I am he; before me there was no
God formed, neither shall there be after me.”’—Isa,
43:10.

**The ‘‘servant’’ class, seeing and growing in ap-
preciation of the Father’s love, prays: ‘“Sect me as a
scal upon thine heart, as a scal upon thine arm.”’
(Cant, 8:6) The one thus favored is the specialA

recipient of Jehovah’s love; and this is in harmony T
with the words of Jesus to the faithful: ‘' The Father @

himself loveth you, because ye have loved me.”’ P
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(John 16: 27) It is faithfulness to the end that proves
perfect love. Jehovah declares to all ereation his love
for the faithful ‘‘servant elass’’, when he says: ‘‘I
have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts.”’ The Serip-
tures seem fully to support the conclusion that God
in his own good way and manner will reveal and spe-
cially show his love to his faithful ones in the great
battle of God Almighty. The closing words of Haggai’s
prophecy are words of special encouragement to the
workers that now work in the temple of the Lord.
War and strife and turmoil affliet the earth and the
peoples thereof, There is no way of establishing peace
eside from God’s way, and that way is by and through
his ‘elect servant’. This he will have made known.

4 Tf you realize and appreciate that the Most High,
by and through his beloved Son, has granted to you
the great privilege of now doing some work in the
temple not made with creature hands, then permit
nothing to discourage you in that work or to cause
you to slack your hand. Faithfulness can be proven
culy under the test. The Lord has given his people
gnecifie instructions as to the manner of meeting these
tests. Concerning the ‘‘evil servant’’ class, members
of which come to you with soft words and fair speech,
he instructs his people to avoid them. Do not engage
them in controversy in any manner. Stand fast and
Lold to the precious truths the Lord has taught you,
and continue to fight on the side of righteousness,
Coing his commandments. (Rom. 16:17,18; 2 Thess.
2:15-17) Being in the temple and doing the work
therein you will thus continue faithfully to show
forth the glory of Jehovah God. Thus doing, in a
little while you shall witness the complete vindieation
of his name and behold his resplendent glory. In the
£ zes of eternity Jehovah God will exhibit to his erea-
tion this signet ring upon his finger, namely, his
faithful and elect servant, and thus he will forever
show the exceeding riches of his grace to those that
love him. Let all of the remnant now be of good
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courage and press on in the temple work, singing the
praises of the Most High.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

9 1. Account for Jehovah’s revealing himself as the ‘‘Lord
of Sabaoth’’ and as the ‘‘Lord of hosts’’,

9 2, 3. Why should the rulers of earth now be desperately
secking to establish peace? What has heen their policy
and procedure? What is the prospect of their succeeding,
and whyt

9 4-6. What has already becn accomplished in the establish-
ment of peace in the universe? How only will peace and
prosperity come to the nations? Why is it entirely inm-
consistent for any of God’s people to sympathize in any
respect with the worldly peace movements among men?

9T 7, 8. Point out the harmony of the records as to the time of
the prophecy here under consideration.

T 9-14. What is the nature and purpose of the questions the
prophet here propounds to the priestsf Why to the priests?
Point out clearly the application of each of the questions
and of the answer thereto?

T 15-17. Explain and apply Haggai’s answer to the pnests,
as recorded in verse 14, showing also the harmony there-
with of Isaiah’s prophecy.

1 18-21. What was the situation calling for the prophet’s
words of verse 157 How does that prophetic situation
have fulfilment at this timet

7 22. How and why is Isaiah 58:1 having application in
recent years?

f 23-26. Describe the situation which called for the words of
verz:)i 18; also that which was there prophetically pie-
tured.

1 27-33. Compare the message brought by Haggai when he
spoke to the people the second time with that which he
gave to them earlier on the same day. Apply the prophetic
picture. Show how other scriptures clearly indicate the
nature and the results of the ¢‘shaking’’ there referred to.

1 34, 35. What is the important lesson to be taken from
Zechariah 3: 2-47

Y 36-40. ‘‘In that day’’ refers to what period of time, as
indicated by other scriptures alsot What is the meaning
of the statement, ¢‘I will take thee, O Zerubbabel, my
servant, the son of Shealtiel.”’ Explain and apply the
symbolism of the ‘‘signet’’, to show how appropriate is
this expression of the love and favor Jehovah shows and
will show to his faithful people. How is this an answer to
the prayer of the ¢‘servant’’ class? Jehovah adds, ‘ffor
I have chosen thee.’”” What does this mean to the ‘faith-
ful servant’ class?

9 41. What, then, is the important and encouraging lesson
Jehovah here gives to his faithful people through his
prophet Haggait

THE BIBLE

EHOVAH God is the Creator of man. It is reason-
j able to expect that the Creator would give some
revelation of himself and his purposes to man,
The Bible purports to be that Revelation. Is the Bible
true, and is it the Word of God? Modernist clergymen
say, “No,”’ and they say it is unreliable. Here is sub-
mitted some proof that the Bible is God’s Word of
truth and that it is the only safe guide for man.
The physical facts prove beyond any question that
there was once a great flood of water that covered
this earth. Noah was brought over and saved from
the world that was destroyed by that flood. Noah was
the most important man on earth of his time. He
possessed a personal knowledge of things that no

other man on earth at that time could know so well.
From the creation of Adam to the flood was a period
of 1,656 ycars. In those days men lived for nearly a
thousand years. Adam was on earth three hundred
years after the birth of Enoch. Being a good man
Enoch would gather from Adam all the facts he knew
concerning Eden and what oceurred there. Naturally
Enoch would tell those things to his son Methuselah,
who was the grandfather of Noah. From Methuselah
and from Lamech his father, Noah would receive all
the information then obtainable by man, the most
important part of which would be that which took
place in Eden and following thereafter. Noah lived
350 years after he came out of the ark. Only two

T
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years after his death Abraham was born, and natu-
rally Abraham would learn the history of man from
Shem his father, who was the son of Noah.

Abraham was the beginning of the people of Israel,
otherwise called the Jews. He is designated the
“‘father of the faithful’”’. No man could have faith
without knowledge ; therefore the conclusion must be
that Abraham was informed of God’s dealings with
man. Jacob was a grandson of Abraham, and the
father of Joseph who became a mighty ruler in Egypt.
Moses, an Israelite, was born in Egypt, and it is
written of him that he was learned in all the wisdom
of Egypt, which naturally would include all the in-
formation handed down by his ancestors. It is not
unusual for an American boy to learn from his father
the important facts of American history. With
stronger reasoning Moses would learn from hig father
the history of his people. Moses was eminently quali-
fied to write the history of man. Moses wrote the
first five books of the Bible. It is therefore seen that
this information could easily have been handed down
from one generation to another.

Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Moses were men
devoted to God and naturally would obtain all the
information they could concerning God’s dealings with
mankind. The New Testament mentions these men as
being approved by Jehovah. If we had no other proof
concerning the Bible exeept tradition, that would be
sufficient proof to warrant us in aecepting it as the
history of the human race. We have much more than
that, however.

It will be conceded that man is the most intelligent
of earth’s creation. He has a natural tendeney to keep
a record of events for the benefit of himself and sue-
ceeding generations. This in itself is proof that his
Creator desired man to keep such record and hence
planted in his mind the inclination so to do. It log-
ically follows that the great Creator would provide
the means for keeping such record. Sinece it had to do
with his own word and name he would supervise the
keeping that it would be correct. If Jehovah had to do
with the keeping of such record, then we may know
that the record contains the truth.

Both tradition and the Bible agree that Moses was
devoted to God and that he was sent to Egypt by
Jehovah on a specific mission. He was the very kind
of man that God would choose to make the record
of his purposes concerning man, Moses, therefore, in
writing was merely an amanuensis to write for Je-
hovah. The same is properly said of all the other
writers of the Bible. God directed them what to write.
Concerning such, David, the faithful king of Israel,
said: ‘‘The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his
word was in my tongue.’’ The spirit of God means his
power, which is invisible to man but which he causes
to operate upon the mind of man and to direet him
what to do.

Men of old who were faithful to God and who wrote

BROOELYN, N, Y.

portions of the Bible are called prophets. Concerning
those men it is written, in 2 Peter 1: 21: ‘‘Prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the holy spirit.”
Those men wrote foretelling the coming of events
which they did not understand and knew not ahout;
which is proof that they were merely instruments in
the hand of Jehovah used by him to write such
propheey. The prophecies written centuries ago are
now being fulfilled by the facts coming to pass and
which are well known to all who think seriously. That
i conclusive proof that no human mind could con-
ceive or formulate the words of the prophets, but that
they were dictated by Jehovah and that those men
wrote as God’s power moved upon their minds.
Daniel, one of the prophets, asked God when these
things would come to pass, and was told to close up
the book of the prophecy and-seal it until the time of
the end and then it would be understood.

No one will dispute the faet that Jesus lived and
died in Palestine about 1900 years ago. What he said
surpasses in wisdom the sayings of any other man
ever on earth. He spoke with authority from Jehovah,
and his words concerning the prophets were words of
approval, and he quoted their words with approval.
Centuries before the birth of Jesus many of those
prophets wrote concerning his birth, the course of
action he would take, his persecution and his death
and resurrection. The admitted facts concerning Jesus
fully and completely support these prophecies and
show that they were correct. This proves that no
human mind formulated those prophecies but that
they proceeded from Jehovah God.

Jesus repeatedly stated that he is the Son of God
and that he was sent by Jehovah from heaven to
perform a work in the name of his Father and for
the benefit of man. He was born a man that he might
be a witness for God and to speak the truth to men.
His words recorded in John 18: 37 are these: ‘‘To
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.”” It
was on that same day and shortly before his death
that Jesus said concerning the Bible, God’s record:
““Thy word is truth,’”” To reject the Bible means that
we must reject Jesus as the Son of God and deny the
truthfulness of his testimony. Anyone who believes
that Jesus was and is the great Teacher must belicve
that the Bible is God’s Word of truth. That part of the
Bible called the New Testament was written by men
who personally associated with Jesus and who learned
of him and who wrote under the power and direction
of the spirit of God, and what they wrote is the truth.

The original manuseripts of the Bible were kept in
the custody of God’s chosen people, the Israelites. The
indisputable historiecal facts, aside from the Bible,A

show that from the time of Ezra forward there was T

a rewriting or copying of the original manuseripts
and that this work continued until A. D. 900. Three P
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of these manuscripts are in existence this day. The
Alexandrine manusecript is in the British Museum.
The Sinaitic is in the library at Leningrad, and the
Vatican manuseript is in the vatican at Rome. There
have been many versions and translations of these
ancient manuseripts made by faithful men. It is from
these that we have the Bible that we use today. Every
attempt that has been made to destroy the Bible has
failed ; which is proof that God has preserved it for
man’s benefit.

That the Bible is the true guide for man it is
written by one of the holy prophets in Psalm 119:105:
““Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path.”’ God’s law to man is set forth in the Bible.
To know and obey that law means to walk in the way
of righteousness. In Psalm 19: 7, 8 it is written: *‘The
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening
the eyes.”’

The devout student may come with confidence to
the Seriptures, knowing that these set forth the will
of God concerning man and are given to man for his
instruction in righteousness. Upon the Seriptures he
can confidently rely. The Bible constitutes the basis
of his faith in God and a knowledge thereof enables
him to understand something of the great love of God
toward the human family.

A full discussion of the origin and the authenticity
of the Bible is found in the book Creation. The reason
there is so much ignorance amongst the people con-
cerning the Bible is because Satan the enemy of man
and of God has interfered with the people’s under-
standing the truth. Satan through his agencies killed
many of the men who faithfully performed their work
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in connection with the Bible, but not until after their
work was done. Thousands of copies of the Bible were
destroyed by those same evil agencies, but Satan with
all of his efforts could not stop the progress of God’s
unfolding purposes and the revelation of himself to
the people through his Word. Being unable to stop
the publication of the Bible the Devil has sought
through his representatives to corrupt the meaning
thereof and to put into the minds of the people an
improper understanding of its text. He has used every
power at his command to turn the minds of the people
away from Jehovah and from his pure Word of truth,
For centuries many of these wonderful truths were
obscure and taken away from the people. In God’s due
time these pure doctrines have been restored to the
honest seekers after truth.

It is now God’s due time for the truth to be known
and nothing Satan can do or will do ean prevent the
truth from being known. The time has come for the
standard of Jehovah to be lifted up, that the people
may know which way to go. This standard is found
in the Bible. Around this divine standard the right-
eous and truly honest-hearted will rally. The tide of
truth is rising higher and higher, and will continue
so to rise until it has filled the whole earth as the
waters fill the deep. All this shall be to the glory of
Jehovah God.

The time has come for Jehovah to make known his
name in the earth, and he will make this known
through his Word and through the manifestation of
his power. And be it noted that the truth does not
belong to any man. It is God’s truth. God has used
men or human instruments at different times for his
own purposes and to his glory, but the truth has al-
ways been and always will be Jehovah’s. The Bible
is his Word of truth given to guide those who seek
righteousness,

MAN

study. The truth thereof is found in the Bible,

One of the first things for man to learn is his
own relationship to God, the great Creator. The Bible
states that God made man in his own image and like-
ness. That image and likeness could not have refer-
ence to the body, because God is the great Spirit,
while man is of the earth, The Bible states that there
is a spirit body and there is a human body and that
no man knows the form of a spirit body.

‘What is meant by man’s being made in the image
and likeness of God? The attributes of Jehovah God
are justice, wisdom, love and power, all operating
equally and in exact balance, The beasts of the field
do not possess these attributes. The imperfect man
we now see possesses a degree of justice, wisdom, love

J’EHOVAH and his purpose should be man’s chief

and power. The fact that these qualities are now in-
complete in the imperfect man shows that the perfect
man had these attributes in completeness, because it
is written in the Bible that the first man was made
& perfect creature,

Jehovah God has dominion over all the universe.
In a similar manner the perfeet man was given the
dominion over all other animal ereation of the earth.
Therein was a likeness to his Creator. Man is the only
earthly creature made in the likeness of God. It is
an insult to the intelligence of man and a blasphemy
of God’s holy name to contend that man evolved from
an ape, God’s Word, which is the truth, states ir;A
Genesis 2:7: ‘““The Lord God formed man of the T
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the (o)
breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
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The statement is often made that God created man
and then gave to man a soul. That statement is con-
trary to the Secriptures, and false. The word soul
means a creature that lives, moves and breathes.
Long before the creation of man animals of the lower
order were created, and in Genesis 1: 20 these are
called souls. God formed the body of man from the
elements of the earth and then breathed into the
nostrils of that body the breath that all animal crea-
tures breathe and the man became a living, moving
ereature, which is a soul. Every man s a soul. No
man possesses a soul separate and distinet from his
body.

It is claimed by many that the soul of man is im-
mortal and continues to live for ever. That statement
is wholly false. ‘‘Immortality’’ means that which can-
not die. The fact that men have been dying for many
centuries proves the falsity of the ‘immortality’ of
souls. In 1 Timothy 6: 16 it is stated that originally
God only had immortality. The perfect man Jesus
when on earth was not immortal, because he said that
one of God’s promises to him was that he would give
him immortality as a reward for his faithfulness, It
is recorded in the second chapter of Philippians that
at the resurrection of Jesus God highly exalted him
and rewarded him with immortality. Thereafter Je-
sus said: ‘I am he that was dead, and, behold, I am
alive for evermore.’

God said to Adam, the first man: ‘In the day that
you sin you shall surely die.” If man had possessed
an immortal soul that statement could not be true,
and we know that God’s Word is true. Adam did
violate God’s law, and died, which is complete proof
that he was not immortal. The breath which God
breathed into the nostrils of man is not immortal.
Both the body and the breath of life are required to
constitute a living creature, or soul, and when the
breath is taken away death immediately results. All
right to life proceeds from God. The breath does not
possess life. It is the breath that keeps the blood in
cireulation by which the body is animated and life
sustained. In Deuteronomy 12: 23 it is written: ‘The
life is in the blood.’” All animals, including man, have
blood, and must breathe in order to live. Take away
the blood or the breath, and death results. That which
dies is not immortal, but mortal. Every man is a soul,
and when he dies it is the soul that dies. It is written
in Ezekiel 18:4: ‘‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”’
The life of man and his right to life depend upon his
obedience to God’s law. If man possessed an immortal
soul, then God could not enforce the penalty of his
own law.

God created the earth many centuries before the
creation of man. The earth was provided as the ever-
lasting home of perfect man. Concerning this it is
written in Isaiah 45: ‘““Thus saith the Lord, ... I
have made the earth, and ereated man upon it, . . .
God himself . , ., formed the earth and made it; he
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hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed
it to be inhabited.”’

God’s purpose is to have the earth filled in due time
with a perfect and happy race. This great truth man
will appreciate when he learns why the human race
is now imperfeet and suffers much, and when he
learns of God’s purpose and means provided to re-
store the obedient ones of mankind to perfection and
to make the earth a paradise home for man.

A portion of the earth called Iiden was in the be-
ginning the paradise home of Adam and his perfect
wife, Eve, whom God had given him. It was a place
of glory and beauty and contained everything for the
ease, comfort and happiness of man. Adam and Eve
lost that beautiful home, and were driven out of it
and caused to earn their food by hard labor until
they were dead. Such was the result of a rebellion
against Jehovah God in which they willingly joined.
The judgment against them was just and righteous.
God could not have been true to himself had he not
sentenced man to death. His wisdom and loving-kind-
ness, however, immediately made provision for the re-
demption, deliverance and restoration of the obedient
ones of mankind.

The right to life is a gift to those who obey God’s
law. Jehovah had made man the erowning part of his
earthly creation. He had given him life and the right
to life, and in consideration thereof required of man
full obedience to his law. A wilful disobedience of
that law in the slightest manner would show a wrong
motive on the part of man and a tendency to dis-
loyalty. God did not lay a great and hard thing upon
man, but plainly told him that there was a certain
fruit in Eden of which he must not eat and that a vio-
lation of this order would result in taking away from
man his life and the right thereto. To be sure, God
could have made man so that he could not disobey;
but had he done so, that would have taken away
from man the opportunity of freely exercising his
own will. God tells his ereatures what they may or
may not do, and lets them decide which course they
wish to take and then to bear the eonsequences.

God had created man out of the dust or elements
of the earth, and his judgment written in the Bible
is that man, having been disobedient, should die and
rcturn to the dust from which he was taken. That
judgment was in strict acecordance with his law, and
it took away from man the right to life, even though
God permitted him to continue to live during the
greater portion of a thousand-year day. To enforce his
judgment he expelled man from Eden; and man,
being compelled thereafter to feed upon the food pro-
duced by the unfinished earth, sickened and in due
time died.

Between the time of expulsion from Eden and hisA

death Adam and his wife brought forth children. T

The parents having no right to live, the children Q
were therefore born without the right to live. For P
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this reason it is written, in Romans 5:12: ‘““Where-
fore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned.”’ Any creature that is imperfeet
is unable to keep the law of God and is therefore by
nature a sinner. All human creatures are born im-
perfeet.

Unless God should make some provision for the re-
covery of the human race all mankind in time would
perish. At the very time of the expulsion of man from
Eden God announeced in eryptie phrase not then un-
derstood, but which now can be understood, the pur-
pose to establish a government of righteousness which
would prove his word to be true and completely vin-
dicate his action and his name and which would fur-
nish the means for the complete recovery and recon-
ciliation of the human race to himself, Nothing could
be of greater importance to man than a knowledge of
these truths.

All sorrow and suffering and death that has be-
fallen the human race has been due to sin. What is
sin? The Secriptural answer is that sin is the trans-
gression of God’s law. The great sin is disloyalty to
God. The first act of disloyalty to the Most High was
the rebellion by Satan, which rebellion led to the
downfall of man. It marks the beginning of man’s
sufferings and of all the trouble that has come upon
the world. Satan has ever been the enemy of man and
of God. On another oceasion the Scriptural proof will
be considered as to the origin of Satan the Devil, his
wicked works, and what shall be his end.
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Man’s everlasting friend is Jehovah God. A true
friend is one who loves you all the time. God has
always manifested his love for his creature man.
When man receives an understanding of God’s pro-
vision for his recovery he desires to worship the great
Eternal One. The enemy Satan has kept men in igno-
rance of the truth, but now God’s due time has come
to let man see the truth. Those who understand and
obey the truth will thereby prove that they are wise;
hence it is written in his Word: ‘Happy is the man
that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth under-
standing: for the merchandise of it is better than the
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine
gold. She is more precious than rubies.”’—Prov.
3:13-15.

Briefly summed up, the Bible proves beyond all
doubt that God created the first man perfeet and
from that man all the human race sprang; that the
wrongdoing of the first man brought the penalty of
death upon him; that thereafter his children were
born, and hence they were born imperfeet and sin-
ners; that God in his loving-kindness has made pro-
vision for the redemption and deliverance of man, and
this he will aecomplish by and through his beloved
Son, earth’s rightful King; and that the time for the
establishment of his kingdom is now at hand. It
follows that God’s time has therefore come for man
to learn the truth. Men should be wise and aequire
a knowledge of God’s Word, that they may learn the
way to everlasting life and endless happiness,

RECOVERY OF WHAT WAS LOST

highly-prized thing. Who of us has not once or

oftener in his lifetime lost some treasured thing?
it may be good health, or our youth; it may be an
eye or a leg or an arm or a good set of teeth; it may
be a good farm or a cozy little home; or it may be a
father or a mother or some other precious one in
death. Such losses are hard to sustain without great
grief, and many of such lost things are beyond the
power of any human creature to recover. What joy
the recovery of them would bring!

God has sustained a not insignificant loss! Had you
ever thought of that? And yet his inspired Word
shows that clearly. In the fifteenth chapter of Luke’s
gospel we have God’s loss presented from three stand-
points. Do you know what was lost? . . . YOU! yes,
and all the human race!

Now, by that you are not to understand that the
human race has been lost to an eternity of torture
and agony in the depths of a blazing lake of literal
fire and brimstone. Many religious fanatics have set
out to (as they say) ‘‘save lost souls’’, believing that

IT IS thrilling to find and recover a valuable and

unless they got busy these poor ‘“lost souls’’ would
really go to such a fearful place as that. Most mis-
sionary work among the heathen has been carried on
by church people with that thought in mind. But the
clergy and religious revivalists have preached such
a terrible fate for ‘‘lost souls’’, in order to frighten
the people into joining church. Little wonder, then,
that thousands of reasonable and honest people have
been turned away from the refigious systems in dis-
gust. Such teachings as this do not make God look
good to them. They ask: ‘Why should God, in the
first place, create such a lake of fire and hrimstone
so that lost souls could be lost to it for ever?’ To
them such a thing does not sound like the doing of
God, who is said to be love; and no one can say that
they are not correct.

If God has lost humankind, to what, then, have
they been lost? They have been lost from life or exist-

ence and into the jaws of death and the grave. Be- A

fore God created Adam, no man or woman or child
had any life or existence anywhere, either in heaven
or on this planct. It was not absolutely necessary to

o
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God’s eontinued happiness that man be brought into
existence ; it was merely God'’s loving-kindness toward
our race, and also his purpose to display the many
varieties of ways in which he can exercise his won-
drous power, that moved him to make man. Neither
was or is it absolutely necessary to God’s eternal hap-
piness to recover our race to eternal life on earth.

After Adam had sinned and come under the death
sentence, God could promptly and justly have exe-
cuted the sentence and have put Adam and Eve to
death and thus destroyed both soul and body in ge-
henna, eternal death, Then he could have produced
another perfect man and woman to take their place
and to people this earth with perfect children. How-
ever, God did not pursue this course. His justice must
require Adam to pay the penalty for his sin. For a
time at least, even though it be for six thousand yecars
until the establishment of God’s kingdom over earth
through Christ Jesus, man must be left as lost to sin
and its wages, which is death; but God’s love moved
him to take means to recover the lost. As Jesus stated
it: ““God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”’—dJohn 3: 16.

When God placed Adam in that earthly paradise of
Eden, God told him the way to go, and warned him
against losing himself. God warned Adam against the
path of selfishness, disobedience and rebellion, saying:
“‘Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.’’ God also placed an in-
visible guardian over Adam and his wife to guide
them in the way of obedience, righteousness, truth,
and loving devotion toward God. That unseen guide
was that glorious and holy cherub whom the Word
of God shows to be Lucifer. But Lucifer saw a selfish
opportunity to monopolize Adam and Eve for him-
self; and so he lied to Eve and, using the cords of
selfishness, he drew both Eve and Adam out of the
way of life and into the broad road that leads to
death. All their children were born on this road and
therefore were also lost from God; and Satan has
blinded all of them so that they stumble about and
of themselves cannot find the right way. As it is de-
scribed by the apostle: ‘“The god of this world [the
Devil] hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”’
(2 Cor. 4:4) Thus, during all their lost condition,
the human race have been alienated from God and
have been under the tyrannical rulership of Satan
and his wicked organization ; for Satan is ‘‘the prince
of this world”’, so Jesus called him.

Although God’s justice was satisfied in inflicting
death upon man, nevertheless he had no pleasure in
man’s lost condition, nor was it to God’s glory that
man was lost. Neither was it for the good of God’s
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other creatures in the universe (his spirit ereatures
in heaven) that man should be left lost for ever. The
Scriptures reveal that when the fallen Lucifer, Sa-
tan, seduced man to forsake God, he directly chal-
lenged God to put a creature on this earth who would
hold faith and trust toward Jehovah God and there-
by maintain his integrity in which God had ecreated
him. Judged by Satan’s seeming sueccess in debasing
and corrupting most of earth’s inhabitants, it ap-
peared as though Satan was correct. This proved a
test to the holy angels of heaven, and many of them
joined Satan in wickedness. To demonstrate both to
angels and to man that he can put faithful creatures
on this earth, yes, that he can even recover man from
his lost condition and restore him so that restored
man will prove true to God under test and hold fast
his integrity against the Devil, God wisely and loving-
ly purposed to recover what was lost. In one of his
prophecies he has said: ‘‘I will ransom them from
the power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will
be thy destruction.”” (Hos. 13:14) In due time Je-
hovah did lay the foundation for man’s recovery
from Satan, death, and the grave.

Who has not heen touched by dJesus’ beautiful
parable of the shecp lost on the mountains and of
the tender shepherd who left the ninety-nine other
sheep of his flock and braved the dangers of the moun-
tain wilds in order to recover that lost sheep? That
lost sheep is the entire human family; the compas-
sionate shepherd is God’s faithful Son, the Logos,
who came down from heaven and was made man and
braved the dangers of this earth under Satan’s eon-
trol and died as a ransom price that the lost human
race might be redeemed and restored to God’s uni-
versal flock. Jesus died long centuries ago and was
raised from the dead, divine, and ascended to heaven;
but he has not yet brought back the strayed sheep to
God’s fold of sonship ; Jesus will lead mankind back to
God by the highway to life during the thousand years
of his reign over earth.

Jesus’ invisible reign began in 1914, as both proph-
ecy and world events viewed together undeniably dem-
onstrate. First, though, Jesus must destroy that
great thief and robber Satan and his robhber strong-
hold, his wicked organization; which Jesus will do
in the battle of Armageddon, now so near. Then he
will bring back the plundered and misled sheep eclass,
mankind, Having himself gone down into death and
the grave as man’s ransomer, Jesus can by God’s pow-
er recover and bring back to life and to God’s favor
even those of our race of whom the psalmist says:
‘‘Like sheep they are laid in the grave.’’ (Ps. 49:14)
The resurrection of the dead will be one of the means
of recovering the lost. This explains why Jesus left
the other sheep of God’s floek, the heavenly angels,
and took up life as a perfect man on earth; as he
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said: ‘‘For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost.”” According to God’s ex-
press will Jesus will restore Paradise on earth, Para-
dise world-wide this time, and will bring back into it
the meek ones of whom the prophet says: ‘‘All we
like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one
to his own way.’’ Will there be joy in heaven amongst
the angels over man’s recovery and restoration? Jesus
said that there would be.

Jesus’ parable of the woman sweeping and search-
ing her house to find the lost coin illustrates the same
thing. The ten coins were evidently a set which the
woman used as an ornament ; with one coin gone and
not to be duplicated, her set was spoiled and her
neighbors would notice it and imagine her to be care-
less. The woman, according to the pictorial use made
of a good woman in other parts of the Bible, repre-
sents God’s holy organization throughout the universe,
but particularly that part of God’s organization which
he uses to recover the symbolic lost coin. Hence the
woman would picture Zion, the Head and important
member of which is Jesus, and the body of which con-
sists of his genuine and true church, one hundred and
forty-four thousand strong. The lost coin pictures the
lost one of God’s ‘‘whole family in heaven and earth’’,
namely, the human race. Did the woman find and re-
cover the coin? She did, and all her neighbor women
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joined in her rejoicing thereat. This pictures how the
other parts of God’s universal organization will re-
joice with Christ Jesus and his bride, the true church,
when God’s kingdom has recovered his lost earthly
creatures,

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son, which parable
was told at the same time as the other two parables,
shows how the human race is ‘‘no more worthy to be
called {God’s] son’ and how, when God’s kingdom
through Christ opens the way for mankind to return
to God’s house, they will desire and will be thankful
and glad to return, if only to become merely servants
of God. But the parable shows God’s immeasurable
love for his unwise and strayed earthly creatures and
how he desires them to return, and how he hastens
forth to meet them by taking the initial steps toward
their recovery in providing the death of Jesus as
man’s ransom from death and the grave and in estab-
lishing his kingdom to dcliver them from their hard
master Satan and from their ruined condition in sin.
The parable also shows that he will not make them
mere servants in his organization, but will reinstate
them as his sons if faithful. He will greatly rejoice
and will make a feast for all faithful ereatures in his
universal house or organization, for, as the father
said: ‘‘This my son was dead, and is alive again: he
was lost, and is found.’’—Luke 15.

LETTERS

INEXPRESSIBLE JOY

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Christian love and greetings from a heart swelling with
love for the Lord and a desire to express my gratitude for
his loving favors and cumulative blessings. I realize that he
is the Giver of every good thing, and without detracting from
him, I am pleased to acknowledge gratefully that part which
Fou have performed in expressing his goodness and making
it tangible.

I received Light, Books One and Two, in season. To me it
appears that the Lord has withheld this light from the church
until this time for the same reason that Jesus did not in-
stitute the Memorial until after Judas had gone out, so that
the ¢‘son of perdition’’ would have no share in it,

The Year Book was also received in due time, and I have
associated the Year Text with the evidence set forth in the
Light book concerning the preservation of the remnant, and
should consider it one of the greatest favors ever extended
to the church, to make his servant to ‘‘stand’’ and see the
complete destruction of Satan’s organization and Jehovah’s
name and cause vindicated in the earth.

Your good letter of January 1 is inspiring, and, I assure
you, much appreciated. The ‘‘enclosed’’ also expresses more
than money value, and for this I thank you.

It is an inexpressible joy to be in the Lord’s service mow
and to have evidences of the divine approval. Clearness of vision
seems to be an evident token since 1918, and it secrns that
none but the temple class have nccess to the ark of the cove-
nant since it has been transferred to its place im the temple.
Neither Aaron’s rod that budded nor the golden pot of manna,
a8 evidence of choice and final reward, would seem to indicate
doubt and selfishness.if they were there. With a zeal for

the Lord’s house, the two tables of stone which Moses put
there at Horeb are quite sufficient to spur us to action. To
know God'’s will, lus law, is equvalent to a ‘‘commandment’’
(Rev. 12:17), and without a promised reward which prompts
gelfishness, we can say with Jesus: ¢‘The zeal of thy house
hath consumed me’; for ‘‘love prompts to faithfulness now’’,
Thirty years ago I rejoiced in the knowledge of the truth
to learn what Jehovah was NOT. Now I rejoice to know what
he I8. True, the negative force was pleasing and then satisfy-
ing, because our capacity was small. Now a positive foree more
than satisfies our most extravagant desire, and places the
anointed in a realm of light incomprehensible except by special
grace peculiarly enjoyed by those who see eye to eye; and
this is the ‘“table’’ prepared for the faithful in the presence
of our enemies, and at which they may not eat,
Again I thank you, and ‘‘God bless you’’,
Your brother by his grace,
THos. E. BaNks,.

PRIVILEGE TO CARRY FRUIT

My DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

It is with unfeigned love of the Father, of our dear Lorg,
of the truth and the dear brethren, that I grest you; and
surely we are not orphans any more. (John 16:23) Thank
God, we are not speculating any more; for ‘‘the path of the
just is a8 the shining light, that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day’’. I love you because of God’s love upon you.
I’ve finally been given ‘‘the victory’’., (1 Cor. 15:57) Oh
how sweet to have the privilege to carry the fruit of the
kingdom! (John 13:8) Through bitter opposition, belicve T
me, shoulder to shoulder, eye to eye,

Yours redeeming lost time,
E. B. ULLERY, Ohio. P
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“T ¢cill stand upon my swatch and 1cill set my foot
upnn e Tower, and will watch to aca what He 1will
say unto me, and what ansicer I shall make to them
that oppose me”—Habakkuk 8: 1L

Upon the earth distress of natlons, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
logglnt after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... \When these things
begin to como to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand, Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption

draweth nigh.—Luke 21:253-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13: 29,




THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS iiournal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its rcaders may regu-

larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, seets and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
becamne & man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
socrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been sclecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jchovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
jn his heavenly lingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the *‘seed of Abraham’' through which all families of
the carth shall be blessed.

TOAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Josus upon his throne and mow commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

TIIAT THE GREAT ISSUE before azll creation now is
the windication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is tho privilege and duty of every true Christians to give
tho testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.

YEABLY SuUBsCRIPTION PRICE
UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANCOUS FoRreian,
$1.50; GREAT DBRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND NOUTH __AFRICA, Ts.
Ameriean remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made to branch offices only.
Remittances from scattered foreizn territory may be made to the
Drooklyn office, but by International Postal Money Order only,

(Foreipn translations of this journal appear in scveral languages.)

Tenms 1o THE Lorp’s Poor: All Dible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
journal, will be supphed free if they send a postal card each May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and
in touch with the Berean studics,

Notice to Subscribera: Acknowledgment of a new or o renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address Iabel within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered as Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N. Y., Postofice.
Act of March 3, 1879,
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MEMORIAL FOR 1931

The beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the ¢‘ beginning ot
months’’ according to Jehovah, is dated from the appearance
of the new moon nearest the Spring equirox, according to the
authorities. Such new moon this year appears at 2:51 a.m.,
March 19. The first day of Nisan would begin, therefore,
at 6 p.m., that evening, which time of day is the beginning
of the Scriptural Jewish day.

Hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would commence at
6 p.m., April 1. It follows that the proper date for the cele-
bration of the memorial of Jesus’ death would be after 6: 00
p.m., Wednesday, April 1, 1931. That will be the time at which
the Lord’s anointed ones will desire to assemble together at
their respective meeting places and celebrate the memorial
instituted by our Savior.

Secretaries of classes are requested to report to The Watch
Tower, immediately following celebration of the memorial,
the number partaking in their respective places.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In ecch instance class service director’s name and address appear.)

San Francisco, Calif. March 27-29
N. A. Yuille, 195 W, Portal Av,

Portland, Oreg. April 3-5
W. H. Bentley, 832 E. 29th St.

Seattle, Wash, April 10-12
H. G. Babeock, 938 - 16th North

Everett, Wash. April 17-19
H, Perry, 1626 Wetmore Av,

Spokane, Wash. April 2¢4-26
Isaac Hagen, E. 1728 - 10th Av.

Boise, Idaho May 1-3
E. G. Wagner, Box 1001

Salt Lake City, Utah May 8-10
Louis Ruhlander, 530 8. 7Tth West

Minneapolis, Minn, May 15-17

Leonard Knudson, 3845-17th Av. 8,
Greek: Gust Valiotis, 44 8. Washington Av.
Polish: Joe Sadowski, 1204 Emerson Av,

MONEY ORDERS

Enclosing coin or currency with an order for books or other
publications often results in disappomntment when the sender
is notified that neither order nor remittance has beea received
by us. In this day of disturbed financial conditions even the
use of checks involves s risk. For the sender’s own safety and
convenience, use of the money order (either postal or express)
is genecrally more reliable than almost any other method of
remitting payment. It is well, of course, to keep each money
order receipt for reference in case of loss or theft.

“CREATION” FOR THE BLIND
The Society has through its department for the Blind pre-
pared the Creation book in Braille, It is in five volumes and
has 614 pages. The price is $8.75. It can be had by addressing
the Department for the Blind, at 1210 Spear St., Logansport,

Ind, or by addressing the Society at 117 Adams Street, ()

Brooklyn, N. Y.
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LOVE OF THE ELECT

““O Lord, truly I am thy servant; I em thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed
my bonds.”’—Ps. 116: 16.

EHOVAH has an elect servant in whom he de-
J lights and upon whom he has put his spirit. It

is this elect servant who brings judgment to the
nations. (Isa. 42:1) Primarily the elect servant con-
sists of Christ Jesus, but when Christ gathers together
unto himself the chosen ones they are made a part of
the elect servant., This takes place at the time the
Lord eomes to the temple of God, as is plainly indi-
cated by the Scriptures. (2 Thess. 2:1) Prior to that
time those who had responded to the call for the king-
dom, and had undertaken to earry out every part of
the covenant by sacrifice and the covenant for the
kingdom, were servants of God. Until chosen, however,
it would hardly seem proper to speak of such as mem-
bers of the ‘elect servant’. Building up Zion would
mean first the awakening of the faithful saints who
had been chosen and approved at death. (2 Tim.
4:7,8; Ps. 102:16) Thereafter as judgment proceeds
at the house of God and others are approved they
are gathered under the robe of righteousness, taken
into the temple, and become a part of the ‘‘servant’’,
Of the latter, Jesus says: ‘“Who then is a faithful
and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over
his household, to give them meat in due season?
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord, when he com-
eth, shall find so doing.”’—Matt. 24: 45, 46.

2 These words of Jesus apply after the faithful ones
have been examined and approved. Such were serv-
ants of the Lord at the time of his ecoming and had
been faithful in giving attention to the k i1gdom in-
terests eommitted to them and they became members
of the ‘elect servant’ when brought into the temple.
There was another class of persons who were servants
of the Lord and who had not been faithful and who
are not approved by him when he appears at the
temple of Jehovah, Such collectively he ecalls ‘‘that
evil servant’’. All respond to the call to the kingdom
who are servants of the Lord, but only those chosen
and approved ones are made members of the ‘elcct
servant’ and anointed by Jehovah,

8]t is the ‘elect servant’ that speaks in the 116th
Psalm and says: ‘O Lord, truly I am thy servant.”’
Seeing this definition enables the student to get a

83

better understanding and appreciation of the words
of the psalmist. Bible Students are well acquainted
with the words of this Psalm, but its understanding
as a whole could not be so clear to them until after
the building up of Zion. Now the Lord’s anointed
cnes who go to make up the remnant see more clearly
that there is not so much an individual application of
any of the Psalms, but that the application is par-
ticularly to the ‘‘servant’’ collectively. The 116th
Psalm appears to be one that applies specifically to
the ‘‘servant”’.

¢ There is nothing in the record of the Seriptures
to snow that this Psalm had any individual appliea-
tion except to Jesus, and then when he was in the
garden of Gethsemane. The experience of Jesus on
that occasion was vividly deseribed by the prophetie
writer approximately a thousand years before that
time. In that garden Jesus was alone. One of his
diseiples had beeome a traitor. Three of the remaining
ones he had assigned to special duty, and now they
were soundly sleeping. The psalmist then represents
Jesus as saying: ‘‘I said in my haste, All men are
liars.”” It is recorded of Jesus that he feared and that
he wept. ‘“Who in the days of his flesh, when he had
offered up prayers and supplications, with strong
erying and tears, unto him that was able to save him
from death, and was heard in that he feared.’”’ (Heb.
5:7) His ery was heard, and the angels were sent to
minister unto him. No doubt the words of God’s proph-
et were then ealled to mind by Jesus showing that he
was in the right way and that he had some more
work to do, and he declared that he would do it, call-
ing upon the name of Jehovah. The assurance brought
consolation to Jesus and he went confidently and
boldly on to the completion of his work although but
a few hours remained for him to finish that work.

8 The faithful ones of the Lord in the light of pres-
ent truth now see that in nearly all instances where
there was a fulfilment of prophecy by and in the
person of Jesus in the days of his flesh the propheey
has another fulfilment later in connection with thos

who are made part of the ““servant’’ of God. It seems T

to be pleasing to God at the present time to show hisQ
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people many things eoncerning the work that he has
used them to do, and this is doubtless done by him
for the encouragement and comfort of his people.
Many things for some time appear to have application
to Jesus alone but now are seen to embrace the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ collectively. Exccpt as this prophecy of the
Psalm was fulfilled in the person of Jesus there is
no other individual person to whom it applied. The
church, having been brought into unity, now can ap-
preciate the propheey far better than heretofore and
can see that it applies to the collective body. This
is the Lord’s doing for them because of his loving-
kindness for such.

¢ The speaker in the Psalm beging the song with
the words: ‘I love the Lord, because he hath heard
my voice and my supplications. Because he hath in-
clined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him
as long as I live.” (Vss. 1,2) The ‘‘servant’’ ex-
presses his love for Jehovah. Every individual form-
ing a part of that ‘‘servant’ class must love God,
otherwise he could not be counted as amongst the
“‘servant’’ class. Here the ‘‘servant’’ expresses his
love for Jehovah because when he had eried with sup-
plication unto God he was heard and delivered. It is
true that each individual composing the ‘‘servant”’,
and while in the flesh and when under sore trials,
cries unto God for forgiveness, help and strength, and
receives it. Here, however, the Psalm applying pri-
marily to Jesus, and later to the ‘‘servant’’ collective-
ly, the expression of love is by the ‘‘servant’’ col-
lectively, and not by individuals. Prayer and suppli-
cation was sent up to the heavenly throne, and the
favorable answer of that prayer is an indication that
it is the will of God that the ‘‘servant’’ keep his needs
before Jehovah. The words of the ‘‘scrvant’’ show
that the expression of love is made when the prayer
has been answered. The ‘‘servant’’ is moved with
gratitude to say: ‘‘I love thee, Jehovah.”” The nced
for prayer, and the reason it is offercd, is then stated:
“‘The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains
of hell gat hold upon me; I found trouble and sor-
row.”’—Vs. 3.

* Now consider what expericnee of God’s people
there has been which has in any way corresponded
with that trying experience of Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane. Up to this present time there has been
one only, and is that which ecame upon the church in
1918. The ““beast’’ that aseended out of the ‘‘bottom-
less pit’’ made war on God’s witnesses, overcame and
killed them, and their dcad bodies lay in the streets
of Satan’s organization. These witnesses were there-
fore compelled to cease work, and it was then that
their work scemed to be completely done. The injus-
tice, fraud, lying and cruelty practiced upon these
witnesses by Satan and his organization was cvidenced
by their silecnee as in death, Dating from June 20,
1918, it seemed that the work of proclaiming the Word
of God by his ‘‘servant’’ was completcly done, That

was a (ethsemane experience for those who loved
God. Trouble and sorrow were upon them. It was a
time for prayer and much supplication. The prayers
were offered to God, and supplication, by the church
as a whole.

8 ““Then called I upon the name of the Lord: O
Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.”” (Vs. 4) This
was the prayer of all of those who were faithfully
devoted to God. It was a prayer for deliverance.
When in Gethsemane Jesus knew that he was the
only anointed servant of God sent to perform a spe-
cific work. His fear seems to have been that he would
die before he had completed the work assigned to
him by his Ifather. It could hardly be said that it was
because he had feared death, for the recason he had
plainly stated on several occasions that he must die.
The pressure of the enemy was very severe upon him.
e besought his Father for deliveranee and was heard
because of his godly fear and was doubtless assured
that he was right and that he would finish his work
according to his Father's will. If he had failed in any
part of his work or had not finished it, that was a
reason for fear. He knew now that he had but a short
time. Doubtless God informed him through the angel
that within a short time he would finish his work to
the glory of God and therefore he went forth boldly
and did it,

®In Gethsemane Jesus prayed: ‘‘Father, if it be
possible, let this eup pass from me: nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou wilt.”” (DMatt. 26:39) Why did
Jesus want to escape this eup? It could not be true
that Jesus was afraid to die, because he knew that he
must die to fulfil his covenant. It could not be true
that he feared the ignominy that would attach to his
name, because he knew that he must be made of no
reputation. What, then, was the occasion for this
prayer? The answer to this seems clear, Satan had
defied Jehovah to put a man on earth who would
hold fast his integrity. Jehovah had accepted the
challenge and had sent Jesus to prove Jchovah’s side
of the question at issue. Jesus knew that he was
faithful and had been stedfast and had fully sup-
ported Jehovah’s side of the controversy, but now
to die upon the eross as a sinner Jesus would neces-
sarily appear in the eyes of all ercation as sustaining
Satan’s side of the controversy. That would bring re-
proach upon Jehovah’s name. Nothing could gricve
Jesus so much as to be used to reproach his Father's
name. This eaused him great gricf. Lvidently God
sent an angel to assure Jesus that the reproach that
would attach to Jehovah’s name for the time being
would not be lasting, but that God would raise Jesus
out of death and eause the entire transaction to work
to his own glory and to the vindication of Jehovah’s
name and word, That satisfied Jesus, and he went
calmly on and finished his work and gave his greatest
testimony when he
died upon the cross.

BrooxrLeN, N. Y,

stood before Pilate and when he 0o
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10Tt was in the bitter experience of 1918 that the
faithful followers of Christ Jesus met a similar con-
dition. They were forging ahead, making vigorous
efforts to give the testimony concerning God and his
kingdom, when summarily Satan’s forces stopped that
work. For several months God’s church on earth col-
lectively was held in restraint. A few were actually
behind prison bars, but all were restrained. Collec-
tively they prayed for deliverance, and for such a de-
liverance that would enable them to give further
testimony to the honor and glory of Jehovah God.
God heard that prayer and supplication that ascended
from his faithful ones, and in his own due time he
broke the bonds that held them and sent those who
loved him forward to be his witnesses. Today the
anointed can plainly see how the words of the psalm-
ist fit that experience of those who were then collce-
tively holding fast with honesty and sincerity, desiring
to further serve and magnify Jehovah’s name.

11 ' When the church sees that (God has been gracious
and has heard the prayer of the faithful, has granted
deliverance and has opened the door of opportunity,
gratitude must be expressed. The psalmist therefore
says: ‘‘Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our
God is merciful. The Lord preserveth the simple; 1
was brought low, and he helped me.”’ (Vss. 5, 6)
This is an acknowledgment of the mercy and loving-
kindness of Jehovah toward those whom he loves.
It could not be truly said that Jesus had failed in
his work and that God must show mercy unto him.
Jesus performed everything perfeetly. The body mem-
bers perform nothing perfectly. Truly Jesus could
say that Jehovah is gracious and righteous, but the
merecy of the Lord mentioned herc clearly applies
in particular to the body members of the ‘‘servant”’,
and from and after 1918, Those who compose the
‘‘servant’’ class on earth from that time forward
must see and acknowledge mistakes and shortecomings
and ery for merey, and this was done. Jehovah gra-
ciously bestowed that mercy upon the ‘‘servant’’ class
and delivered the remnant.

12 Then the words, ‘‘The Lord preserveth the sim-
ple,”’ could hardly be said to have any application
personally to Jesus. The word ‘‘simple’’ used in this
text means silly or foolish. The words do properly
apply to the members of the ‘‘servant’’ class when
entering and passing through the fiery experiences of
1918, and the words apply only to them. It is not an
unusual thing for the Lord Jesus to speak of his im-
perfeet body members as of himself. He assumes re-
sponsibility for them. This is specifically shown in the
words of Psalm 69:5: ‘O God, thou knowest my
foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee.”’
The Lord and Head of the church or ‘‘servant’’ class
speaks concerning the imperfections of those creatures
on earth who form a part of the ‘‘servant’’, The
‘‘simple’’ therefore must be limited to the body mem-
bers of the ‘‘servant’’. But the words ‘‘I was brought
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low, and he [Jehovah] helped me’’ apply both in-
dividually to Jesus and to the body members of the
“‘servant’’ class.

13Tt was in 1919 that the church began to realize
that deliverance had come, It was in the year 1922 that
the church had a better appreciation of that deliver-
ance and that there was yet much work to be done
to the honor of God’s great name, Lifting up the
head with thanksgiving and joy the ‘‘servant’’ then
said: ‘‘Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord
hath dealt bountifully with thee. For thou hast de-
livered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears,
and my feet from falling.’’ (Vss. 7,8) Jehovah had
dealt bountifully with the ‘‘servant’’, and in the lat-
ter part of the year 1919 the faithful began to rest
in the Lord and to fully trust him and rejoice. Then
the Lord began the opening to the faithful of a better
understanding of the Scriptures. They had seen
Elijah go and the double portion of his spirit had
come upon them as the Elisha class, and therefore
they rested confidently in the Lord. The invigorating
power of the spirit and the understanding of the
Scriptures brought confidence to the faithful ones
and showed them that there was much work for them
to do. Truly then the ‘“servant’’ was freed from tears
and his feet became strong to run on in the work set
before him. It was the time of new courage and con-
fidence in God. The faithful now began to manifest
real love for God by unselfishly responding to the eall
to gird on the armor and go forth to battle for the
Kine and the kingdom.

#Tn this courageous attitude the ‘‘servant’’ de-
clares: ‘‘I will walk before the Lord in the land of
the living.”” (Vs, 9) These words constitute an ex-
pression of renewed vigor. No longer would the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ sit idly by, but would go forward. Such from
now on are classed as ‘‘young men’’ eager for the
fray. Fears were flung to the winds. No longer is there
a dimness of sight, because the temple of heaven was
opened and gradually light was shining into the eyes
of the “‘servant’’, Then the ‘‘servant’’ began to walk
humbly before the Lord ; meaning that the ‘‘servant”’
began joyfully and willingly to obey the ecommand-
ments of the Lord, and the moving eause for this ac-
tion was love or unselfishness. The words ‘‘in the land
of the living’’ cannot mean to be seated with Jesus
at the right hand of Jehovah God in heaven, as has
often been stated. The words refer to the living crea-
tures on carth during the time of their sojourn and
while members of the ‘‘servant’’ eclass and while in
the organism of flesh, This conclusion is fully sup-
ported by the following scripture texts:

15 ¢‘T had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living.”’—Ps. 27: 13, Rotherham.

16 ¢‘Man knoweth not the price thereof ; neither is;A
it found in the land of the living.”’—Job 28:13.

17 ““God shall likewise destroy thee for ever: he
shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwell- P
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ing place, and root thee out of the land of the living.”’
—Ps. 52:5.

18 4T eried unto thee, O Lord ; I said, Thou art my
refuge, and my portion in the land of the living,”
—Ps. 1425,

19 ¢‘T shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the
land of the living.’’—Isa. 38:11.

20 ¢‘For he [Jesus] was cut off out of the land of
the living.’’—Isa. 53:8.

21 ¢‘But I was like a lamb, or an ox, that is brought
to the slaughfer; and I knew not that they had de-
vised devices against me, saying, Let us destroy the
tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off
from the land of the living, that his name may be no
more remembered.”’—Jer. 11:19.

22 The words ‘‘land of the living’’ did apply to
Jesus at the time when his life upon the earth was
limited to a few hours. He understood that most
assuredly. At the most, however, these words could
have had only a miniature fulfilment upon Jesus. It
seems clear that the words are intended to have a
larger fulfilment upon those on earth who constitute
a part of the ‘elect servant’ class at the second coming
of the Lord. The words may therefore be said to prop-
erly apply to the church from and after the building
up of Zion. It has pleased Jehovah to give his ‘‘serv-
ant’’ an extensive work to be done on earth in tlese
last days. The ‘‘servant’’ is now engaged in complet-
ing the witness work that Jehovah commanded must
be done before Armageddon. Understanding this to
be true the words of the psalmist become clear that
the ‘“‘servant’” now walks on before the Lord, offering
himself as a living sacrifice and joyfully doing the
work that is committed to him to do.

28 {‘T believed, therefore have I spoken ; I was great-
ly afflicted. I said in my haste, All men are liars.’’
(Vss. 10, 11) The apostle quotes the language of verse
ten and then adds: ‘“We having the same spirit of
faith, according as it is written.’”’ (2 Cor. 4:13) When
Jesus was enduring his great trial in Gethsemane he
had faith that his Father would deliver him. In like
manner, when undergoing great suffering Job said:
““Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.”” (Job
13:15) Every word and act of Jesus between his
Gethsemane agony and his death discloses his com-
plete faith in his Father. The loneliness of Jesus is
exhibited in the words of the psalmist. In that hour
of great need there was not one creature upon whom
he could lean for help. Therefore the declaration,
““All men are liars.”’ Otherwise stated, his disciples
had agreed to things that they would do, but they
did not do them, due to their own weakness. That
was not a deliberate statement made by Jesus, but
one made in alarm or haste. No apology is made for
it by him herewith, because it is the truth. To Jesus
there seemed to be a delay by his Father in response
to his cry. He became alarmed, doubtless thinking
something had gone wrong with him and he had not
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fully performed his duty. The three trusted disciples,
instead of being on the alert and watching to render
aid, had fallen asleep. In that moment of surprise,
haste and alarm Jesus is represented as using the
words, ‘‘All men are liars.”’ In other words, ‘no one
is true to his promise.’ This is but an expression of
emptiness applying to all that is human. God alone
was true and trustworthy. The confidence of Jesus in
his Father did not fail, but all men had failed him.
24 These verses seem to more fully apply to the
church at the time of the distress and trials of 1918.
Many who had been trying to do a work in the name
of the Lord were foreibly restrained of their liberty.
There was much to do, and it was at a time when the
faithful were unable to work because some were actu-
ally put behind prison bars and others were otherwise
restrained. At that time many who had been prom-
inent in the Lord’s work showed little or no interest
in their brethren who were imprisoned. Some of these
said: ‘Suppose our officers should be others than those
who are in prison, what then would we do? These
men have been sentenced to eighty years imprison-
ment, and the chances are they will never get out, and
why should we not look to some other quarter?’ Thus
reasoning they did not keep their promise to stand
firmly by those in the Lord. It was a time of exas-
peration. Some who were devoted to the Lord lost
faith in their former brethren but continued to main-
tain their full faith and confidence in God. The Lord
answered the prayer of his faithful people. Those who
were faithful and true and who had the opportunity
bestirred themselves, sought the Lord with prayer to
open the door of opportunity to do something, and
soon the Lord saw to it that those incarcerated were
made free and the opportunity again given for all
who desired to have a part in his scrvice. A full year
elapsed, however, before complete freedom came, and
when it did come the words of the psalmist show the
faithful expressing gratitude to God and love for him
because of the provision he had so graciously made.
25 An honest heart must speak for God and must
speak the truth. To be honest in the sight of God and
of other men and in one’s own sight a man must shape
his life according to his belief. The Lord’s people in
1919 and afterwards saw how marvelously Jehovah
had expressed his love for his people collectively. The
“‘servant’’ of God is then ecollectively represented by
the psalmist as saying: ‘‘What shall I render unto
the Lord for all his benefits toward me?’’—Vs, 12,
2 Truly it must be said that if the Lord had not
exercised special care for his people during 1918 and
1919 the truth would have been crushed out of the
earth. That was what Satan expected to accomplish.
But the Lord had his hand over those who loved him
then. He brought these safely through, and then and A

later has shown how marvelously he has exercised his T

loving-kindness for them during that hour of great
stress. Where there is no real gratitude there is no P
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real love. The faithful now seeing what Jehovah had
done for his people in the time of great stress, and
how he had again brought them together to engage in
his work, these exclaimed in word and by the course
of action taken: ‘“What shall I render unto the Lord
for all his benefits toward me?’’ These words do not
refer to the individual blessings bestowed upon any
one, but refer to the benefits bestowed upon the church
collectively. The prison experience of 1918 was not
eonfined to a few, but the church on earth as a whole
was involved; and the faithful ones, realizing that
fact, have been better enabled to appreciate the
blessedness of their condition and the goodness be-
stowed upon them by Jehovah. God stopped the per-
secution of his people just in time to save the rem-
nant. Otherwise those few actually in prison would
have died there and those on the outside of prison
bars would have been so completely scattered that
there would have been no regathering of them or
further work done. This Jehovah would not permit.

27 Responding to his own question the speaker in
the Psalm now says: ‘‘I will take the cup of salvation,
and call upon the name of the Lord.”’ (Vs. 13) At
the moment when the mob was attempting the arrest
of Jesus, Peter tried to prevent this by the use of the
sword. Jesus rebuked him and said: ‘‘The eup which
my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?”
(John 18:11) The ‘‘cup’’ represented the potion
which the Father had provided for Christ Jesus and
marked out the course that he must take, and it was
therefore a cup of salvation to him because he must
be obedient to Jehovah, Jesus gained and continued
to hold his Father’s approval only by drinking that
cup, which means that he always delighted to do his
Father’s will. He did so with real patience, having
always inherent joy that he was doing right regard-
less of the persecution and suffering to which he was
subjected. Jesus knew that his Father was with him.
Knowing this he would go forward calling upon the
name of Jchovah, who always keeps inviolate his
covenant.

28 And such was even so with the church in 1918
and in what has followed since. It first scemed that
the work was done; but when it was revealed that
there was muech more to do, and that the doing of that
work might bring another time of great trial upon
God’s people, with renewed courage and burning zeal
the remnant have gone forward with the work, de-
termined to finish it, by the grace of Ged. The witness
work to be done is the will of Jchovah God; and his
faithful remnant will do it, by his grace, regardless
of what amount of suffering and persceution may be
brought upon them. Such is the potion God has
poured for them, and it is therefore to them a cup of
salvation. Those who refuse to engage in the service
of the Lord in obedience to his will, because of fear
or restraint of Satan and his organization, thereby
wilfully reject the cup which is given to them and
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wh(iich is the cup of salvation for all those who love
God.

29 The faithful rallied to the standard of the Lord,
and those first starting in the right way were soon
joined by other faithful ones, and these encouraged
one another. Particularly from and after 1922 the
little company of anointed ones determined to do the
witness work in the name of Jehovah at all costs.
There has been much opposition put forth by the
enemy, but the witness work has gone forward. The
remnant had made a vow of consecration to do the
will of God. The same one had responded to the call
for the kingdom and made a vow to perform that
covenant. Therefore the remnant said and continues
to say: “‘I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the
presenee of all his people.”’—Vs. 14,

% The remnant will leave no room for doubt in the
mind of anyone consecrated to God as to what the
‘‘servant’’ has done and is determined to do. In the
presence of all of God’s people he, the ‘‘servant’’ of
God, goes on to a completion of the work marked out
to be done. The vows mentioned in this verse include
both the vow of consecration and the vow or covenant
for the kingdom, the condition of cach being faithful
periormance by the remnant. The latter vow requires
the creature to bring forth the fruits of the kingdom,
and none can expect to be in the kingdom who does
not bear the fruits thereof. (Matt. 21:43; John
15: 1-8) The paying of these vows in the presence of
God’s people means that the faithful boldly proclaim
the truth in this day of judgment and without slack-
ing the hand continue to do so until the work is com-
pleted.

3 Then adds the speaker in the Psalm: ‘‘Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints,”’
(Vs. 15) Iaving entered into the covenant by sacri-
fice, for some time the thought of the consecrated was
that God is glad whenever one of these consecrated
ones finishes his course in death. The idea has per-
sisted that all the consecrated should welcome the
coming of death because that would mean a gain both
to the creature and to his God. This idea caused to
grow up amongst the Lord’s people the conclusion
that it is proper for the consecrated to welcome an
early death rather than to have length of days on the
earth. Clearly such a conelusion is wrong. Life is to
be desired above all things because in no other con-
dition could one serve God. He should be anxious to
spend all of his energy possible in giving honor and
praise to the name of Jchovah amongst men, that
Jehovah'’s name might be honored. Jesus was the first
one that entered into the covenant by sacrifice, and
when he was face to face with death the force of this
text could be appreciated for the first time. Many at-
tempts were made upon his life by the enemy, but
without avail. In effect Jehovah said to his beloved
Son: ‘No evil power can pluck you out of my hand.
You are ccnsecrated to do my will, and it is my will

o
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that you shall die and provide the redemptive price
for man; but that shall not come untii my appointed
time’, and ‘your times are in my hand’. The correct
thought of the last above-mentioned verse, therefore,
is that Jesus expressed his determination to do his
Father’s will, fully knowing that when the time
should come for him to complete his covenant by
sacrifice his death would then be a precious thing in
the sight of Jehovah and Jehovah would care for his
eternal existence.

82 Ag to the body members, this text has special
reference to the fulfilment of the words of the psalm-
ist: ‘‘Gather my saints together unto me; those that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.’”’ (Ps.
50:5) Understanding that 1918 marks the beginning
of the resurrection of the faithful saints, we can see
that thereafter the words of the Psaim have reference
to the remnant. It is written: ‘‘ We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed.’’ (1 Cor. 15:51, 52) The
trumpets did not begin to sound until 1922, and the
last trump began to sound in 1928 and is still sound-
ing. Coneerning the remnant it therefore seems to be
written: ‘‘In a moment, in the twinkiing of an eye,
at the last trump’’; and means that this change shall
come after the beginning of the sounding of the last
trump. The ‘‘servant’’ must be viewed collectively;
and therefore in due time the remnant faithful unto
death shall not sleep in death, but shall be changed
instantancously. The death of God’s ‘‘servant’’ is
precious in his sight, and no power can end the earthly
career of that ‘‘servant’’ until God’s due time has
come. The “‘servant’’ will therefore not be anxious
to die, but will be anxious to give diligence in the
performance of his covenant for the kingdom by
bringing forth the fruits of the kingdom with joy.
No really faithful and devoted member of the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ class is anxious to die and get out of the army,
but his desire is to render a full account of the king-
dom interests that have been eommitted to his care.

3 Realizing the true relationship to Jehovah the
remnant now says: ‘‘O Lord, truly I am thy servant;
I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid;
thou hast loosed my bonds.”’ (Vs. 16) This verse had
a measure of fulfilment on Jesus, but more particular-
ly has its fulfilment with refercnce to the remnant
forming a part of the ‘“servant’’. It applies collective-
ly, of course, to the ‘elect servant’. God’s woman is
Zion, his universal organization. The woman Zion
gives birth to the ‘“man child’’, meaning the kingdom,
and then to her children. (Rev. 12:1-6; Isa. 66: 7-13)
The ‘‘servant’’ is the child of Zion, and all the mem-
bers of the ‘‘servant’’ class are sons of Zion. Now
the remnant see that the new nation is born and that
the remnant is truly the ‘‘servant’’ of Jehovah by
reason of being a part of the ‘elect servant’ class, The
remnant forming a part of the ‘elect servant’ now
says, ‘‘Thou hast loosed my bonds.’”’ I am not under
restraint to the enemy. I fear neither the Devil nor
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any of his agencies, because I am in the secret place
of the Most High and Jehovah has put his words in
my mouth and his protecting hand over me.

8 With full confidence in Jchovah the remnant of
the ‘‘servant’’ now says in this day of preparation:
‘I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
will call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my
vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his
people.”” (Vss, 17,18) While it is still true that the
remnant must be true and faithful to the covenant
by sacrifice, yet it is not the covenant by sacrifice that
is mentioned in this verse. The sacrifice of the man
Jesus was counted as finished when he was begotten.
The covenant for the kingdom was made by Jehovah
with him. Then he saw it would be his great privilege
to head the organization of Jehovah which would vin-
dicate his Father’s word and name. It was a real joy
to pursue his work even though he was constantly per-
secuted. Therefore ‘in patience he possessed his soul’,
There was at all times thanksgiving in his heart.

% The Lord’s faithful ones came through the fiery
trial of 1918 with a clearer perception of the relation-
ship between Jehovah and the ‘‘servant’’. Being
brought under the robe of righteousness and given
the garments of salvation those of the ‘‘servant’’ class
saw it was their privilege then to join in the new
song. The remnant see that it is their privilege to be
the witnesses of Jehovah to ‘offer sacrifices of praise
to God continually, that is to say, the fruit of the
lips with thanksgiving to his name’. (Heb. 13:15)
Appreciating now the privilege of being in the cove-
nant for the kingdom the faithful ‘‘servant’’ says:
“I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the pres-
cnee of all his people.”” These do not wait to reach
heaven to begin the song of praise to God, but do it
now in the presence of all the people of God and give
testimony to all who will hear that Jehovah is God
and that his kingdom under Christ is here.

8¢ The remmnant are now in the temple or in the
courts of the Lord’s house, and their desire is to re-
main there all the days that are spent on earth. Here
these faithful ones determine to pay and continue to
pay their vows fully unto the Lord God; hence the
psalmist represents them as saying: ‘‘In the courts
of the Lord’s house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusa-
lem. Praise ye the Lord.”’—Vs. 19.

87 Jerusalem means the organization of God, and
the ‘elect servant’ constitutes the eapital eity of that
great organization. No one could expect to remain
in this organization now unless he i1s joyful. There-
fore he continues to say, ‘‘Praise ye the Lord.”” It
seems quite certain that heneeforth anyone who is in
the army of the Lord and who becomes sour and a
complainer or fault-finder against the Lord’s work
is ecertain to be quickly gathered out by the angel of

the Lord. All in the temple speak of his glory. (Ps. T

23:9) As soon as one begins to be sour and lawless
there is no longer any place for him in the temple. P
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The remnant now appreciates the fact that the fight
is on to the finish and that those on the Lord’s side
have been assigned to the duty of singing while the
Lord destroys the enemy, and hence the remnant con-
tinue to say, ‘‘Praise ye the Lord.”

38 Preservation and salvation is the portion now of
those only whom the Lord protects and preserves.
Against these faithful ones Satan is direeting his
most subtle attacks. No creature on the earth could
withstand Satan except by the grace and protection
the Lord has provided. The issue will now be finally
determined, and that judgment will result in the de-
struetion of the wicked who have known the truth
and who have become unfaithful to it. Those of God’s
people who have been anointed and who are now faith-
ful and true will refuse to compromise with any part
of the enemy’s organization, but with unselfishness
and without reservation will employ all their strength
to serve the Lord; and this they will do because they
love him. The ‘‘servant’’ now says, ‘‘I love thee, O
Lord.”” Such declaration-is proven by the keeping of
God’s commandments joyfully. All such faithful ones
God gives his Word of promise: ‘‘The Lord preserveth
them who love him.”” These scriptures and many sup-
porting ones show coneclusively that those whom the
Liord fully approves and preserves to the end will be
the ones who continually offer the sacrifices of praise
to his name and who do it because of their love for
him.

8 The love of the remnant is the love of Christ;
as it is written: ‘‘The love of Christ constraineth us.”’
That does not mean the love for Christ, but means
the same kind of love that Christ had and manifested
for God and continues to have and manifest for his
Father. It means unselfishness and complete devotion
to God. All of the remnant must have that same
kind of love for God, and therefore these have the
love of Christ; and this holds them together. Jehovah
takes delight in his ‘elect servant’ because of his
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loving devotion and complete obedience. Clearly this
Psalm applies to the ‘elect servant’ collectively as the
speeial instrument used to the praise of the Most High.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

7 1, 2. Of whom does the ‘elect servant’ of Jehovah consist?
When and how is this body made up? Why is this servant
referred to as ‘‘elect’’?

% 3-5. Account for the servant’s being referred to, and speak-
ing, in terms as of an individual

9 6. Explain whether verses 1 and 2 have an application to
individuals,

{ 7-10. Describe the situation in which verses 3 and 4 had their
fulfilment (a) to an individual. (b) As applied in the
collective sense,

§ 11, 12. Trace the fulfilnent of the prophecy further to in-
clude verses 5 and 6.

T 13. Point out the deliverance and the ‘return to rest’ which
the ¢‘servant’’ comes to realize. (Vss. 7, 8)

¥ 14-22. Referring to verse 9: How ¢‘walk before the Lord’’?
With sapporting scriptures, explain what is meant by
¢‘the land of the living’’,

9 23, 24, What were the circumstances in which verses 10 and
11 had their fulfilment in application to the individual?
How and when were they fulfilled in their collective ap-
plication?

1 25, 26. How is honesty of heart made manifest? What was
the position of the ‘‘servant’’, and what the realization,
which called forth the words of verse 121

T 27, 28. In his course of action how did Jesus ‘take the cup
of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord’t Apply
the same in regard to the church.

T 29, 30. Make clear what are the vows referred to in verse 14.
How will the remnant ‘pay these vows in the presence of
God’s people’?

9 31, 32. What is the meaning and application of the state-
ment, ‘‘Precious 1n the sight of the Lord is the death of
his saints,’’ (a) in its reference to Jesus? (b) In refer-
ence to the church?

¥ 33. What is the basis for the statement, ‘‘I am thy serv-
ant, and the son of thine handmaid’’? ¢‘Thou hast loosed
my bonds.?’ How?

§ 34, 35. What is the ‘‘sacrifice of thanksgiving’’, mentioned
in verse 17? How does the covenant by sacrifice come into
consideration heret How are the conditions of their part
+f the covenant for the kingdom fulfilled by the remuant?

T 36, 37. Just how does (od’s faithful ‘‘servant’’ ‘pay his
vows in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of
Jerusalem’?

7 38, 39. ¢ The Lord preserveth them who love him.’’ What is
the nature and the evidence of their love? How and why
does the Lord preserve them$

SATAN

Lucifer, and because of Lucifer’s rebellion and

extreme wickedness God gave him four names, to
wit: Satan, which means opposer of righteousness;
Devil, which means slanderer of all who do right;
Dragon, which means the one that devours the good ;
and Serpent, which means the great dcceiver. The
history of that wicked one is briefly this:

When God made the earth as the habitation for his
creature man he assembled his heavenly ereatures
before him. Among the ones present were the Logos
and Lucifer, which two were designated ‘‘the morn-
ing stars’’. Doubtless God disclosed to these mighty
ereaturcs thus assembled his purpose to create man

J’EHOVAH GOD did not create Satan. He did create

and put him on earth and to give him dominion over
his other creation of earth. That information called
forth a song of praise to Jehovah. The Bible record
is that these two ‘‘morning stars’’ sang together and
all the hosts of God shouted for joy.

When God created man and placed him in the
paradise of Eden he made man a part of Lucifer’s
organization. God appointed Lucifer as man’s over-
seer or overlord. Lucifer must have been a very
beautiful as well as a powerful ercature. God by his
prophet Ezckiel, in the twenty-eighth chapter, gives aA
deseription of Lucifer in these words: ‘‘Thou hast been T
in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was
thy covering. ... Thou art the anointed cherub that P
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covereth ; and T have set thee so; thou wast upon the
holy mountain of God ; thou hast walked up and down
in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect
in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee. . . . Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hast corrupted
thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.”” This proves
that Lucifer was a high official in the great organiza-
tion of God and was an overseer of one part of God’s
universal organization. ‘‘Iniquity’’ means lawless-
ness; and this seripture shows that Lucifer became
lawless, or rebelled against God’s law.

The perfect man was in Eden, and Lucifer was
there. Man being a part of his organization and under
his lordship, the duty devolved upon Lucifer to safe-
guard man'’s interest and aid him to obey rather than
to disobey God. Lucifer knew that God had delegated
to man the power to produce a race of people that in
time would fill the earth, and that all this ereation
would worship Jehovah God. By his prophet Isaiah,
in the fourteenth chapter, Jehovah says: ‘O Lucifer,
son of the morning! . .. Thou hast said in thine heart,
I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God ; I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north; I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most
High.”

This is proof of Lucifer’s ambition to possess that
which God had not given him and to have the worship
of creatures, and that he determined to have it for
himself. He set about to carry out his ambitious
desire, and in doing so he resorted to lying, fraud and
murder and, above all, he was guilty of treason and
rebellion against God. His first move was to alienate
man from God, and this he began to do by his subtle
influence over Eve.

He knew that God had said to man that ‘if you
eat of this forbidden fruit you shall surely die’. Being
reminded of this statement by Eve, he replied to her:
‘You shall not surely die; for God doth know that
in the day you eat of that fruit you shall be as wise
as gods.’

His argument was like this: ‘If man eats of that
fruit in violation of God’s law and God does kill him,
that will prove that God’s creature is imperfect, and
hence God’s word unreliable, and that he cannot make
a man that will maintain his integrity, and therefore
God could not afford to kill man. On the other hand,
if man sinned and God did not kill him, that would
prove God a liar, because he said that he would kill
him, and therefore none of his creatures would believe
him.” Lucifer thus reasoned that in any event he
would be able to turn the major portion of ereation
away from God and these he would have for himself
and for his own worship. Eve fell under the false
reasoning and broke God’s law. When Adam learned
that Eve had violated the law and still lived he readi-
ly and willingly joined in the rebellion against God.
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Because of this rebellion God sentenced man to
death and expelled him from Eden. He also announced
his purpose that in due time he would destroy Lucifer,
whom he now named Satan, the Devil, From that time
until now Satan has been the violent opposer of God,
and man’s worst enemy.

God ecould have killed Satan immediately, of
course. He could have killed man immediately and
started another race. His wisdom directed that he
take the course he did take. Satan denied that Je-
hovah God is supreme and that his word is true. Had
God killed Satan at once, that would have proven
that the power of God is supreme, but the opportunity
to prove the truthfulness of God’s word would have
been absent. At the time of the tragedy in Eden God
had given his word that he would bring forth a ‘‘seed’’
which would destroy Satan and that the ‘“seed’’ would
be taken from amongst men. Satan knew that God
would not seleet anyone who would be unfaithful tc
him, and knowing that all men on earth are imperfect
he defied God to find a man that would prove faith-
ful to God under the most severe test. Time was there-
fore required to demonstrate the truthfulness of God’s
Word.

If the issue should be decided in Satan’s favor,
then all creation would turn against God. Should the
issue be decided on God’s side that would prove to
all ereation that God is supreme, his word is true,
that Satan is a liar, and that life and blessings must
come from God alone. In due time the issue will be
dceided in favor of Jehovah. But until that time God
will permit Satan to put forth every possible effort
to sustain his own contention.

Early in the history of man Satan began to or-
ganize men into forms of government, that he might
more fully control them. To accomplish that purpose
he exercised his power over men and indueed them
to form an organization with Nimrod as the leader of
the people. Nimrod was a tool of Satan, and his or-
ganization belonged to Satan. That organization was
called ‘‘Babylon’’, which from Satan’s viewpoint
meant the ‘‘gate to god’’. Evidently his purpose was
to induce the people to believe that the way to their
god (Satan) was by and through this organization
of which Nimrod was the visible head. From God’s
viewpoint the name ‘‘Babylon’’ meant ‘confusion’, be-
cause after the building of the tower of Babel God
demonstrated his power to the people by confusing
their language. That is the reason there are so many
different languages spoken amongst men,

Satan’s fixed policy is to employ fraud, deceit and
lying to aceomplish his purpose of bringing reproach
upon God and to thereby turn the people away from
God. For this reason, in his organization there are
three elements or governing factors, to wit, the re-A

ligious, the political, and the commereial. In Babylon T

the religious element was in control, and the people
were dominated by a false religion. Since then Satan P
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has organized other world powers, and in all of them
these three elements appear. The political element of
the governments makes and enforces the laws. The
commercial element controls the business or com-
merce ; and the religious element of the organization
lends a sanctimonious air thereto and claims that the
entire organization exists and operates by divine
power. This is Satan’s chief method of practicing
fraud upon the people. By his deceptive operations
Satan blinds the people to the truth. For this reason
it is written in the Seriptures, in 2 Corinthians 4: 3, 4,
that Satan, the god of this world, blinds the minds of
men, lest the light of truth should appear unto them.

It is well known that from time immemorial all re-
ligious organizations have had some particular man
who appeared as leader and to whom great honor has
been given. After his death the memory of that man
is revered, and often worshiped. This is another subtle
means of Satan to turn the people away from God and
cause mankind to forsake the Creator by worshiping
the ereature. Throughout all these centuries God has
had a few men on earth who have held fast their
integrity and faithfully served him, By nature these
men have been no better than other men, but they
have had faith in God’s Word and have refused to
yield to the deceptions of Satan. Their faithfulness
and devotion to God has brought to them Jehovah’s
approval.

The *‘seed’’ God promised to raise up and through
which his name shall be vindicated is The Christ. The
faithful men who have followed in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ shall be of that ‘“seed’’ according to the
promise that God gave, and will be used for his pur-
poses. During the past fifteen centuries Satan has
fraudulently induced religious leaders to believe that
their duty is to convert the world and get men into
their churches. Satan’s real purpose has been to turn
the mind of the people away from God’s kingdom.
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God has not been attempting to convert any part of
the world, nor to get anyone into heaven. He has
merely had his truth placed before men in order that
those who prefer to stand firmly on his side may do
so. In his due time he will have selected every one
that will be of The Christ, and then God will put his
kingdom in full control of earth’s affairs. Then, and
not until then, will the world be converted.

The first great act of God’s kingdom under Christ
that will be seen by the people will be the destrue-
tion of the wicked organization of this world which is
under the control of Satan. There is an abundance of
Seriptural proof as well as proof outside of the Serip-
tures that God’s kingdom is at hand and that within
a short time Satan’s organization will be completely
destroyed. Then all hindrances will be removed and
the people will have a full and fair opportunity to
know and to understand that Jehovah is the only true
God, that his word is true, and that his name is
worthy of praise.

When God’s kingdom takes full sway, never again
will Satan have control of the people. All the wicked
God will destroy. All the obedient ones of mankind
God will fully restore to health and give them life
everlasting in happiness. The work of Jehovah God
will fully demonstrate to all that he is supreme in
power, perfect in wisdom, and exaet in justice, and
that he is the very embodiment of love or unselfish-
ness.

Because we are today entering that great period
of transition from the old to the new world, a knowl-
edge of the truth is of vital importance to all. The
people now need to study the Bible together with such
helps as have been provided to understand it. Every
one who will be free from the oppressive hand of the
encmy must have a knowledge of the truth: and the
truth of the salvation of man is found only in the
Bible.

OVERTHROW OF THE OPPRESSOR

‘erHEN thinking of such a thing as an over-
throw of the oppressor, many people, either
oppressed themselves or in sympathy with

the oppressed, become savage in their feclings, Their

minds turn at once to revolution and violent mass
uprising as being the only method by which the op-
pressors now in power can be cast down. They fail
to observe that uprisings of the people against tyran-
nieal ruling powers have for only a short time given
them some partial relief, and sooner or later the peo-
ple have again come under tyrannies and oppression
just as galling as before, or even worse.

Surely the people living in America will admit that
today they have to endure worse things than the stamp
tax or tax on tea against which the fathers of the

American Republic rebelled in 1775. Surely the people
of Russia, cruclly oppressed by both government and
church before 1917, cannot claim that their reveolution
has freed them from the heavy hand of men, who,
when in power, force their ideas and maxims of gov-
ernment and religion upon the millions of helpless
people. Look everywhere throughout the earth today,
in the civilized countrics as well as the so-called ‘‘un-
civilized”’ and ‘‘backward’’ countries, amongst the
colored races as well as amongst the white race, and
you will have to agree with a very wise king of olden
times, who said: ““So I returned, and considered all

the oppressions that are done under the sun; and, T
behold, the tears of such as were oppressed, and they (o)

had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors P
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there was power; but they [the people] had no com-
forter. Wherefore I praised the dead which are al-
ready dead, more than the living which are yet alive.”’
—Eecel. 4:1,2,

The true-to-fact history of the human family has
been one long, weary, sad tale of oppressions; and the
people have had no comforter. Forcible overturning
of harsh governments and the setting up of republics
and democracies have proved to be vain comforters
of mankind, and today the earth is groaning under
untold tyrannies and grinding down of the poor. It
is as a young man long ago said: ‘‘By reason of the
multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to
cry ; they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty.
But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth
songs in the night; who teacheth us more than” the
beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the
fowls of heaven? There they ery, but none giveth
answer, because of the pride of evil men.”’ (Job
35:9-12) This statement is true, because amid all the
affliction of the people by merciless rulers they have
not asked nor inquired after God. God is the only
comforter who can relieve them of their oppressors.

Those who rely upon the arm of flesh will scoff and
sneer at the thought of relying and waiting upon God.
‘“We have waited long enough. The sufferings of the
people are too acute and need relief at once. And,”’
they add, ‘‘have not the people called repeatedly
upon God, and has he not refused to emancipate
them?’’

To this slur on God the answer is, No! The people
have not called upon God in the true sense. Though
they may have taken God’s name upon their lips, yet
their cries and calls have not been accompanied by
true repentance and by seeking to know God’s will
and to do it. Remember the prophet Jonah, whom
God sent to notify the city of Nineveh of coming de-
struction from God. Nineveh, the capital of Assyria,
not only oppressed other nations, including the Jews,
but was itself ‘‘full of lies and robbery’’. When Jo-
nah preached to it of the impending disaster, then,
so Jonah’s own record says, ‘‘the people of Nineveh
believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sack-
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of
them. And God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way; and God repcented of the evil
that he had said that he would do unto them; and
he did it not.”’

Furthermore, the time had not yct come for God
to answer the cries of the people and to bring them
lasting release. Although God owes mankind nothing,
but they, even in their oppressed state, are wholly in-
debted to him, yet it is his good and benevolent pur-
pose to liberate them. By this act of deliverance he
will vindicate or clear his name, which has been de-
spised, cursed, reproached and blasphemed by both
the oppressor and the oppressed, by both the tyrant
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and dictator as well as the revolutionist, the commu-
nist, and the anarchist.

The decrier of God may sarcastically point to the
fact that the nations of Christendom have made the
people bear the heaviest burdens, not only their own
peoples, but also the weaker nations of the colored
races of the world, True! These nations have borne
the name of Christ, but God never did establish them
in power and has never recognized them as a part
of his kingdom and has never approved or sanetioned
their oppression of the people. These nations are of
this world, and Jesus said that ‘‘the prince of this
world’’ is Satan. (John 12:31; 14:30) Satan is the
great oppressor and is the inspirer, protector and user
of all systems of oppression. This is proven by many
sacred scriptures, such as Acts 10:38, which reads:
‘“God anointed Jesus . .. with the holy spirit and
with power; who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil.”” After healing
a poor cripple Jesus identified the great despot by
saying: ‘‘Ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day%’’
—Luke 13: 16.

It is therefore plain that the nations of Christen-
dom are not Christian, but have been bearing the name
of Christ as a camouflage. The time now comes for
God to use his power and expose and destroy all this
work of deceit,

The time is short now for the hard masters of man-
kind to keep up their program of systematic exactions
upon the people, and thereby to contemn man’s Mak-
er, who is Jehovah God. The seripture (Ps. 10: 13-18)
must now have fuifilment, reading: ‘‘ Wherefore doth
the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart,
Thou wilt not require it. Thou Aast seen it; for thou
beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy
hand: the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou
art the helper of the fatherless. Break thou the arm
of the wicked and the evil man: seek out his wicked-
ness till thou find none. The Lord [Jehovah] is King
for ever and ever: the heathen are perished out of
his land. Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the
humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause
thine ear to hear; to judge the fatherless and the op-
pressed, that the man of the earth may no more op-
press.”’ ““For the oppression of the poor, for the sigh-
ing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord;
I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him.”’
—Ps. 12:5.

Time and again, as the historie record of the Bi-
ble shows, God proved that he can overthrow the hard
and brutal misusers of power, and deliver the people.
This he did at the first by bringing out his people the
Hebrews from the furnace of affliction in Egypt, and
later on by freeing them from the many enemies to
which the Hebrews repeatedly came into bondage be- o)
cause of forsaking God’s laws and ways. What God P
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did for his ancient chosen people back there he prom-
ises to do for all mankind in this our day.

The reason why all efforts of man have failed to
establish truly a ‘‘land of the free’’ is that man has
been unable to cope with the great unseen despot,
Satan, and to get loose from his power. Satan, the
wicked one, set up his despotism over our race by tempt-
ing Eve and Adam into sin against God’s law in the
garden of Eden. By reason of this mankind became
not only subject to the great wicked one and his or-
ganization, but also heirs of selfishness and prone to
sin against God and one another and subject to death.
Hence, even were they rescued from Satan’s degrad-
ing rulership, they would still be victims of selfishness,
sin, imperfection, disease, and death, and life would
continue to be one of sorrow, suffering, and bereave-
ment through death. Hence it was needful for God
first to send the just and sinless One, Jesus, to die
in behalf of the human race, which is ‘‘dead in tres-
passes and sins’’. Thereby the basis was provided for
the cancellation of men’s sins, the resurrection of the
dead, and the reconciliation of the alienated race to
God. Christ Jesus died nineteen hundred years ago,
but now he comes to reign as the anointed one of
God, earth’s rightful Ruler.

When God established his government over the He-
brews three thousand years ago, the laws which he
gave them through Moses allowed for no oppression
of the people. His law (Lev. 25:14) read: ‘“Ye shall
not oppress one another.’’ ‘“Thou shalt not vex a
stranger [foreigner], nor oppress him: for ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt.”’ (Ex. 22:21) When
the Jewish kings, princes, rich men, priests and reli-
gious leaders persisted in abusing their power toward
the people, God finally overthrew them in 536 B.C.
and to this day they have not had their own independ-
ent government. In the government that God has laid
on the shoulder of his Son, Christ Jesus, no oppres-
sion will be permitted. Of God’s anointed King, Jesus,
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it is written: ‘‘He shall judge the poor of the people,
he shall save the children of the needy, and shall
break in pieces the oppressor. For he shall deliver the
needy when he erieth; the poor also, and him that
hath no helper. He shall redeem their soul from de-
ceit and violenee: and precious shall their blood be
in his sight.”” (Ps. 72:4,12,14) The day has now
dawned when King Jesus will do this work for the
people.

The battle of that great day of God Almighty (Rev.
16:14) is now being prepared for, and in the course
of that battle Jesus will dash the oppressive systems
of earth to shivers, put down the mighty from their
seats, and lay hold on the invisible wicked one, Satan
himself, and bind him, that the peoples of earth may
nevermore be browbeaten, despoiled, and enslaved
again,

Although a strong and absolute Ruler, yet Christ
Jesus will use his irresistible power and all his govern-
mental forces and officers for checking sin, wickedness,
and man’s inhumanity to man. He will free the dead
from the bands of the tomb and restore them to the
family circle of their loved ones on earth. Only the
mulish, stubborn, rebellious ones who refuse to yield
to righteousness will he destroy in eternal death, the
second death. (Rev. 20:14,15) He will lead the sub-
missive and responsive ones in the paths of love
supreme for God and love for their neighbor as them-
selves, healing them of all the sears, imperfect health
and weaknesses due to sin, and restoring them to the
stature of perfect men and women in the image and
likeness of God as the first man and woman on earth
were. Then the reconciliation of man with God will
be made complete, and restored mankind will be
blessed with eternal life on a happy and perfeeted
earth. And thus the inspired prophecy will be realized
that ‘‘the ereature itself also shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God’’.—Rom. 8:21.

CONVENTIONS

bus, Ohio, July 24 to 30, inclusive. All persons

who are devoted to God and his kingdom will be
welcome, and are invited to participate. It is hoped
that most of all such in the United States and Canada
will attend, and that many from other countries will
be able to come. It will be a time of real refreshing
and encouragement for the earthly division of the
army of the Lord, and will afford opportunity for
further consideration of means for even a wider wit-
ness work than has heretofore been done.

Through the good offices and kind cooperation of
the Columbus chamber of commerce, and particularly

THE convention for 1931 will be held at Colum-

the convention committee of that body, the following
accommodations have been provided and are put at
the disposal of the convention, namely:

The main auditorium at the State Fair Grounds,
where the general assembly of the convention will be
held.

The grand stand and other halls adjacent for the
various groups of God’s people who speak a language
other than English. Those of the Polish, German, Greek,
Italian, Hungarian, Ukrainian and other languagesA
will have separate meectings, and at stated intervals T
there will be a general assembly of all persons in the o)
main auditorium,
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The Memorial Hall also will be used for meetings
in the evening, and at such other times as it may be
needed.

Administration offices fully equipped and located
in the immediate vieinity of the main auditorium will
be provided.

Dining room facilities are provided, and arrange-
ments will be made to serve meals near the auditorium
at the actual cost, thus enabling those who attend to
be at the minimum expense.

Hospital and nursery near the main auditorium,
equipped for the accommodation of those who may
become ill, and for the care of the children. Doctors
and nurses will be in attendance at all times,

The exclusive use of the booths under the grand
stand, to be used for refreshment purposes.

Camping facilities ample for all requirements and
within a short walking distance of the main audito-
rium. Ample space for the parking of automobiles
under shelter., This will enable many to travel by
private automobile and camp on the grounds at a
very small cost. The season of the year is ideal for
camping. Many will arrange their vacations during
the period of the convention and take advantage of
the pleasure and profit in attending.

Information bureau fully equipped with teleplone
and telegraph connections will be established at a
point near the main auditorium.

Hotels and private boarding houses and rooms at
private houses will be available for the accommoda-
tion of all who desire that kind of acecommodation,
and the cost will be reasonable. This will be announced
later.

In due time an information bureau and for reser-
vation of accommodations will be opened at The
Northern Hotel, 493 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio.
This will enable you to know before leaving home
where you will expeet to stop during the convention.
It is the desire and hope to have all arrangements
made for the accommodation at low cost of the large
number that will attend.

Regular periods will be set aside for ficld service,
so that everyone who attends the convention can have
the opportunity of participating in this blessed part
of the Lord’s work. Many who attended the conven-
tion at Columbus seven ycars ago will call to mind the
very kind and hospitable treatment aecorded those
attending the convention by the people of Columbus.
We have assurance from the convention eommittee of
the chamber of commerce that the Columbus citizens
will be glad to welcome the return of a convention of
Bible Students. A good impression was left on the
former visit, and we hope the next one will be even
better.,

The speakers at the convention will be the regional
service directors from the United States, Canada, and
other countries, the president of the Soeciety, and other
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brethren of ability who will speak as indicated by the
program.

During the convention it is expected to have a radio
hook-up that will practically cover the entire con-
tinent of North America.

Transportation: The railroads have already signified
their purpose of providing special transportation
rates. The transportation committee having this in
charge will, as soon as information is available, pub-
lish it for the bencfit of those who may expeet to go.
Arrangements will be made for special trains from
different parts of the United States and Canada. Any
class desiring to arrange a special train for their
vieinity will do well to write at an early date to the
information bureau at The Northern Hotel, 493 N.
Hicgh St., Columbus, Ohio.

Everyone devoted to the Lord will be anxious to
have some part in the vindication of his name, and
will attend the convention for the purpose of avail-
ing himself of all opportunities of bearing the
fruits of the kingdom. Just how important this con-
vention will be, the Lord alone knows, It ecertainly will
be pleasing to him for every one of his devoted and
anointed ones to present the matter of the convention
in prayer before the throne of grace. So let us all
ask the Lord’s direction that the convention may be
to his honor and glory, and then go with full ex-
pectation of receiving the blessings which he is certain
to give to those who love him.

PARIS

An international convention of Bible Students will
be held at Paris, France, May 23 to 26, inclusive, at
the Pleyel Hall, 252, Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré.
Besides the main auditorium for the general assembly
of those who attend the convention, there are a num-
ber of other small halls attached for the accommoda-
tion of meetings to be held by brethren speaking the
various languages. It is expected that a number of
Polish, German, Swiss, French, Italian, English and
Scandinavian brethren will attend. This is the first
large convention Paris has ever attempted, and we
have hopes that it will be a very good one and to
the glory of the Lord. The work in France is increas-
ing, and this convention will be an encouragement to
the brethren there.

There is a Colonial exposition on in Paris at that
time, and the railroads are giving a reduction of
30% on all railroad fares, and some better rates than
that. Arrangements are being made for a company of
500 or more to travel from England in a body, This
transportation arrangement is under the supervision
of Thos. Cook & Son, but is handled throuzh the
London office. All brethren throughout England,
Scotland and Ireland desiring to join this party should

communicate at an ecarly date with the Society’s T

office at 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate,
W 2, England.

London o

P



ManrcH 15, 1931

Speakers at the convention will include the presi-
dent of the Society and several other brethren from
America, some British brethren, and speakers from
other countries on the continent.

Hotel arrangements are being made at a reasonable
price for those who attend. Each one should address
the Society’s office in his respective country for
further particulars conecerning transportation and
hotel accommodations.

A bureau of information will be opened at the
Paris office of the Society, at 105 rue des Poissonniers,
Paris XVIII, France, which will arrange accommoda-
tions for those who attend.

LONDON

A convention will be held in London especially for
the accommodation of the brethren of England, Scot-
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land, Ireland and Wales. This convention will be
held June 12 to 16, inclusive, and will be at the
Alexandra Palace. The speakers at the convention will
be the president of the Society, and other brethren
from America who attend the Paris convention, our
British serviee directors, and speakers from the British
office. A part of the time will be given over to field
service,

Detailed information concerning accommodations
and other matters can be had by writing the London
office.

At all these conventions everyone who is fully de-
voted to the Lord and his kingdom is weleome to come
and participate in furthering the interests of the
kingdom, and proclaim the praises of Jehovah to the
vindication of his name,

LETTERS

“OUR PART TO GIVE TESTIMONY”
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Thanks for the copies of Light. L have just finished reading
them and marvel at the wonderful truth they contain. I am
sure that Light came at just the right time to strengthen and
encourage the anointed. Satan and his allies are doing every-
thing possible to turn the people against Jehovah and his
kingdom., In almost every part of our territory the people
were warned about us and cautioned not to buy our books.
Notwithstanding, we left the books with those who were meek
and teachable.

It is encouraging to know that the battle 18 not ours, and
that our part is to give the testimony that Jehovah is God
and that he will vindicate his name and establish righteous-
ness in the earth.

I surely appreciate your bold stand for truth and righteous-
ness, and will add that I. as well as the other colporteurs
are with you; for we know that you are on Jehovah’s side,
and so are we.

Yours in Jehovah’s service,
Grapys R, SMITH, Colporteur,

APPRECIATION
DEAR SIRS:

I have just finished u caretul und studious reading of
Deliverance, by Judge J. F. Rutherford. This book is by far the
best interpretation of the Holy Seriptures that I have ever read.
It is far better than a three-vear theological course. In it
alone Judge Rutherford has rendered an untold service to man-
kind. It is a pass-key to the Holy Bible.

Judge Rutherford is both a blessing and a benediction to his
fellows.

I desire to become a member of your Association. Please
send me a joining card and list my name among the supporters
of your divine movement.

With best wishes for your success, 1 am

Your brother in the Lord,
PETROS B. MDODANA, 8. C.

“FOUR TIMES AS MANY”

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We just can’t resist writing you and thanking you for
your personal letter and telling you how happy we are at
this time for the advancing light.

It is truly wonderful to have some little part in singing
praises to our Father. Surely those who are wholly devoted

long to see the vindication of ‘‘His Dear Name’’ and are
energized to do their very best.

We begin to see results of the hook-up and are delighted
to have the message broadcast from Bridgeport again. The
electrical recordings are excellent.

The increase in the work throughout the world is encourag-
ing. We find we place a great many more here: in some terri-
tories four times as many as previously. ¢‘Our King is march-
ing on.’’

Now, dear brother, may you be strengthened to continue
the battle; and know we love you, joyfully support and always
remember you before the throne.—2 Ki. 6: 16.

Your brethren and coworkers,
BRIDGEPORT (Conn.) ECCLESIA.

NOW SEE OUR POSITION
DeArR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Permit me to express to you at this time our sincere
appreciation of the beautiful explanation of the symbolisms
of the Revelation of our Lord as explained in the two Ltght
books. I have been in all branches of the dear Redeemer’s work,
have worked with Brother Russell and with your own dear selt
at Bethel, but the only time that I have ever been struck dumb
with awe and wonder was when my entire being was thrilled
through and through as I peered into God’s realm of wondets as
portrayed in these two books.

We can now see our true position before the Lord, and our
place in his blessed arrangement. We are guided, guarded, and
protected while carrying his message to the people, and we are
blind to all save his blessed will:

Shut in, shut in from the ceaseless din

Of the restless world with its want and sin.
Shut in from its turmoil and care and strife,
And the wearisome round of a selfish life,
Shut in from hopes which had lost their zest,
And left but a longing after rest.

Shut in with a trio of angels sweet:

Merey and grace each pam to meet

With a faith that can suffer and stand and wait,
And lean on the promises strong and great.
Shut in with Christ, O wonderful thought:
Shut in with the peace s sufferings bought!
Shut in with the hand that wieclds the rod;
O company blest, SIHUT IN WITH Gop!

God bless you, I love you.
GLENN G. SautH, Colporteur.
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AUSTRALIA
Adelnide ............ 5KA
SuA 10-11; P 8.30-10
u ThP 9-0.15
Bullarnt .......... 3BA
SuP 7.15-7. 30
Brisbane ............ 4BC
Sul* 6-6.30
Newcastle ........ 20D
SuA 10-12; P 7-8.30
ThP 9-9.15
Perth ........... 6ML
SuP 9-10
Toowoomba ...... 4GR
SuA 10-10.45;
P84 5 9 3
Wanganui ... 2ZK
W eP 7 15 7.30
CANADA
Alberta

Lethbridge ........ CIOC
Red Deer ........ CKLC

British Columbia

Kamleops ....... CFJC
Vancouver ........ CJOR

SuP 6.15-
Vietoria ............ CFCT

Manrdtoba

Brandon ........... CKX

C.
SnA 10 11 (first,
monthly)

New Brunswick

§t. Joln ....... CI'BO
Nove Scotia
gdnev ------- ... CICB
10
Outario
Cobalt ........ .... CKMC
SuI’ 12 151
Hamilton

London .,
Waterloo ..

Prince Edward Island

Charlottetown CFCY

Saskatchewan

Fleming ....... CIRW
Moose Jaw .... CIR\[
Snsi\atoon CFQC
SuP 2
Yorkton .......... CIGX
SuA 10 15-11 (third,
monthly)

CUBA
Havapna ........... CMK
ESTHONIA
Tallinn ..cooeevcereeaes

FRANCE
Paris .......... .. VITUS

NEWFOUNDLAND

8t. John's ........ VOBA
MoP* 8-9

UNITED STATES

Alehame
Birmingham .. WRRC
Mobile .......... .. Wohx
Montgomery .. WSFA

Arizong
Phoenix ... KTAR

Tucson ............ KVOA

Arkaneas
Little Rock ... ELRA

5

18
4

14

19
7
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RADIO SERVICE
The good news of the kingdom of Jehovah is broadcast each week or oftener by stations and at hours shown here.

California

5
]

Los Angeles ... KTM
SuA 9-10
Oakland ........ KROW 7
SuA 10-11; P 1-2.30,
6-7, 9-10
TuP 8.15-8.30
ThP 8-8.15
We FrP 2.30-2.45
San Diego ...... KGB &

Stockton ...... .. KGDM 8
Colorado

Colorado Spgs KFUM &

Pueblo ........ KGIHF &

Trimdad ... KGIW &
Connecticut

Bridgeport ... WICC &

Hartior1 ....... . WDRC 9
Delaware

Wilmington .. WDEL &
District of Columbia

Washington .. WOL &
Florida

Miam! ...........

Orlando

Tampa .oueemeee
Qeorgia

Atlanta .......... WGST 3

Augusta ... WERDW 2

Columbus . WIBI, &

Savannah ...... WTOC 21

Thomasville .. WQDX 43
Hawaif

Honolulu ..... KGMDB 48

Idaho

a0

2 12

Pocatello ........ KSEI 43
Illinois

Chicago ...... WCFL 8

Chicago ......... WCIII 14

SuP 12.30-1, 2-3
Mo ’l‘n1 g\'e Th Ir SaP

Decatur 5
La Salle .. 1]
Rockford [

SuP 6-6.30
44

Rock Island WHBF
MoP 6.30-7

Springfield ... WTAX 8
Tuscola -1

Indfana
Anderson ...... WHBU
Fort Wayne WOWO O
Gary ccceceeen.. . WIKS 7
Indianapolis .. WKDEF 4
Muncie .......... WLIBC 7

lToca
Cedar Rapids KWCR &
SuA 10.30-11; P 1.30-2
Wel 9-10
Council Bluffs KOIL &
Davenport ... WOC &
Sul? 6G.30-7
Deg Moines ..., WHO B
Sul* 6.30-7

Muscatine ..., KTNT 16
SuP 1-1.30

Kansas
Milford ... KFKB 8

SuA 8-9; FrP 4.30-5
Topeka .......... WIDBW 21
Wichita .iee.. KFH 4

EXPLANATORY
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electrical transeription
program js ipdicated
by heavy-face figure
that appears after sta-
tion call letters. Fig-
ure also indicates time
of presentation ac-
cording to following
schedule:
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32

(4]
-
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Tuesday
PM
43 T.30

Wed’day
PM

44 G.15

43 7.30

Friday
PM
48 9.30

Saturday
M

47 745
438 815

Time of loecal programs
other than transcrip-
tion service is shown
with following abbre-
viations :
1)1 G- . Sunday
MO .eeree. Monday
T aeeen... Tuesday

Sunday
PAL

17 12.15

18 12.30

We .. Wednesday
Th ... Thursday
Fr Friday

.. Saturday
AM period
P ... PM peirod

Kentucky
Paducah ...... WPAD &8

Louisiana
New Orleans
ThP 5-5.30
Shreveport ... KTDS 5
Shreveport ... KTSL 27
1hP 8.30-9.30

Maine
Bangor ..e.... WLBZ 4

Ma yland

Baltimore ... WCBM 9
Sul 6-7

Cumberland .... WTBO 24

-~ WJBO 1

Massachusetts
Roston .ueewenes \\'BZA 7
Boston .......... LOE 28

SeA 11-12.15; 'rhl' 8.9
Lexington ... WLEX
Sul* 2-3

New Bedford WNDH &8
Springfield ........ wnzZ 7
Worcester ... WORC B8

Michigan
Bay City ...... WBCM 9
Caiumet’ WHDF &
Detroit WMBC 37
Flint ... WIDFE 46
Grand R s WOOD 40
Minnesota

Duluth ......... WEBC &
Fergus Falls .. KGDE &
Minneapolis .. WDGY B
St. Paul ....... WRHM 18

Mississippi
Greenville .... WRB S
Gulfport ....... WGCM 25

Hattiesburg .... WRBJ

Meridian ........ WwWCOC 10
Missouri

Columbia ........ KFRU 33

Kansas City .... WHB 35

St. Joseph ... KFEQ 1

St. Louis ... EKMOX ®©
Montana

Billings ... KEGHI. &

Butte . ..ccoeeeene KGIR 31

Great Falls ... KFBB &

Wolt Polnt ... KGCX 11
Nebraska

Lincoln ... KI'OR B

Norfolk WJIAG 8

York ... KGBZ &

New Jersey

Atlantie City .... \VPG
Paterson WOD

New Mexico
Albuquergue .. KGGM &

New York
Auburn ........ WMBO 26
Binghamton .. W.\'BF 39
SuP 7-9; ThP 8-
Buftalo ........ WM.\K 5
Jamestown .... WOCL
MoP 6.30
New York ... WBBR 8
SuA 8.30-11; P 58
MoA 6.30-7,10-12; P 2-7T
TuA 6.30-7; P12-2,06-8
Wel 6.30-7,10-12; P ¢-8

Tha 6.30-7, 10-12;
P12-3, 6-8

FrA 6.30-7; P 2-4,6-8

New York ... WMCA 8§

New York ........ WOV

Itochester ... WHEC &

Schenectady ... WGY

North Carolina

Asherille ...... WW\C
Charlotte

Greensboro ....
Raleigh .......... WPTF
Wllmmgton .. WRBT
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Winston-Salem WSJS
North Dakota

Bismarck ........ KFYR @
Fargo ........... WDAY 9
Grand Forks .. KFJM 9
Ohio
Cincionati ...... WIFBE 4
Cuwicinnatl ... WKRC 5
Cleveland .. WGAR b
Cleveland . WHI
SuA 8,50-11; P23,
6.70-7.30
Mo Tu We Th Fr
SaA 7.30-8; ThP 78
Columbus ..... WCAIL 3
SuP 12-1, 9-10; Tul’ 7- 8

Dayton .. WRMK
Manstield WIW
Toledo ... wsen &
Youngstown .. WKBN &
3

Zanesville ...... WALR

ObLlahoma
Chickasha ... KOCW 10
Oklahoma City KKJF
Ponca City .... WBBZ 5
S. Coffeyville .. KGGI &

Oregon

Eugene ........ KORE
Medford ........

Portland .......
Pennsylvania
Altoona ........ WFDG ©
Erie ....cccceceeees WEDH 11
Harrisburg ...... WHP 11
Jeannette ........ WGM 14
Johustown ... WJAC 29
Lancaster ...... WaAL 1
0Qil City ... WLBW 4

Philadelp!na .. WPEN 5

Pittshurgh ... KDKA 11
Pittcburgh ........ KQV 17
SuP 12.2,7-8
FrP 8.30-9.30
Reading ........ WRAW 3
Scranton ... WGRBI 47

Willhamsport WRAK §

Rhode Island
Providence ... WLSI

South Carolina

Charleston ... WCSC
Columbia ......... WIS 21
Spartanburg .. WSPA §

South Dakota

Sioux Falls .... KS0O §
SuP 3.30-4.30
Tennessee

WoPI 11

whoD 8

WIROL 3

WREC B
Texas

Amarillo ........ KEGRS 1

AUStI .eemeeenanes KUl &

Deaumont ... RFDM &

Brownsville KWWG 32

Dallas ..ccoceerens 4

E! Paso . 2

(ralveston ...... 5

Houston 3

San Angelo .... KGKL 23

Sau Antomo . I\T(SS 3
........... WVAC
“ iclnta Falls KGKO &

Utah
Salt Lake City .. KSL 7

Virginia
Panville ........ WBTM 20
Lynehburg ... WLVA 37
Newport News WGH 9
Nortolk ........ WTAR 2
Petershurg ... WLBG 5
Roancke ........ WDBY &

Washington
Bellingcham 5
Everett 4
Seattle 5
Spokane HQ &
Tacoina . KVI 23

Wenatchee
Yakima ...

b
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West Virginia

Fairmont ... WMMN &

Huntungton .... WSAZ 41
Wisconsin

Madison ........

Mihwaukee ...
Racine _... WRIN ®©

Wyoming
Casper ........... KDFN ©&

WIRA &
Manitowoe .... WOMT 42
WISN & T
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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes, It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
roports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by whiclh all doctrines are measured, It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men, It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of ifs utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him uporn it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him,

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come, This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.

YEARLY SubscripTiON PRICH
UNiTeEp STATES, $1.00; Canapa AND MISCELLANEOUS TFOREIGN,
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Brooklyn office, but by Internatwnal Postal Money Order only,

(Foreign translations of this journal appear én several languages.)

TERMS TO THB LORD’S Poort All Bible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card each May
stating thelr case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and
in touch with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subsoribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appcar on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
ba sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered as Second Class AMail Matter at¢ Brookiyn, N. X., Postoflice.
Act of March 8, 1879,
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SERVICE CONVENTIONS

(In each instance class service director’s name and address appear.)

Portland, Oreg. April 3-5
W. H. Bentley, 832 E. 29th St.

Seattle, Wash, April 10-12
H. G. Babcock, 938-16th North

Everett, Wash. April 17-19
H, Perry, 1626 Wetmore Av.

Spokane, Wash, April 24-26
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John F. Suckle, 2515 Pine St.
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J. L. Thayer, 811 N, W, 2nd St.
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HIS FAVORED PEOPLE

“I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.”.

EHOVAH has declared his purpose to bring re-
J lief to the people upon whom he will bestow his

special favor. He also shows that when this people
would be particularly made manifest it would be at
a time when there is great infidelity amongst the
peoples of the world and when most of them would
be blind to an understanding of the truth. Such
prophecy he ecaused Isaiah to write. Now he has
brought to pass the events by the facts of which he
proves to those who are watching that the prophecy
is being fulfilled.

2 Now only a few know the great Jehovah God.
Many false prophets speak in his name and because
their speech is false they turn the people away from
God. Jehovah further declares that he will have a
people on earth at this time whom he will appoint as
his witnesses to tell the people that he is the only true
God. To be appointed to such position is a wonderful
favor. Therefore those on the earth who are his
witnesses are the most favored people that have ever
been on the earth. They are not speaking with each
other so much concerning the exalted place to be
occupied by them in the kingdom, however, but they
are deeply concerned with and speaking of the duties
and privileges God has bestowed upon them. The
thirty-fourth Psalm shows this favored people of God
performing their duties and privileges, and doing so
joyfully. God has put a new song in the mouth of
such as constitute his ‘‘servant’’, and these continually
sing HIS praises.

? The words of the prophet are not properly applied
to individuals, as many are prone to apply the
Psalms. The Psalm is not of private interpretation,
but is given for the aid, comfort and encouragement
of the church, and particularly for the remnant,
composing a part of the ‘‘servant’’.

¢ The psalmist sings of a time of judgment when
the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and his
face against them that do evil. This fixes the time of
the full application of the Psalm as when the Lord
appears at his temple and gathers together unto him-
self those whom he designates as the remnant. The
remnant becomes a part of the ‘elect servant’ and
therefore is properly deseribed as the remnant which

99

—Ps. 34:1,

is of the ‘‘servant’’ class. The ones referred to as
righteous must be those who are brought under the
robe of righteousness, and which denotes God’s ap-
proval granted to them because of their faithfulness.
The psalmist discloses a class that opposes and per-
secutes the faithful remnant, and speaks of the end
of such. The deliverance of the faithful is shown and
the place of their security is revealed to them and they
are shown that they may be safe while delivering the
testimony committed to them. Seeing the great favor
thus bestowed upon them by Jehovah, the ‘‘servant’
or remnant continues to sing the new song of praise
unto the Most High. With an appreciation of the
great favor bestowed upon the ‘‘servant’ he says:
“I will bless Jehovah at all times: HIS praise shall
continually be in my mouth.”’

® The writers of the various Psalms disclose at dif-
ferent places the various reasons for the song of
praise to Jehovah. In Psalm 29 the reason is given as
because of God’s mighty strength manifested to his
people. In Psalm 92 he is praised beeause of his loving-
kindness. In Psalm 95 he is blessed because he is the
great God. In Psalm 98 Jehovah is praised because
he establishes his righteous kingdom on earth. While
in the 34th Psalm special praise is given to God be-
cause he has shown his favor to his servant, delivered
him from the influence of the enemy, and made him
a witness for the Lord. The speaker does not express
pride or boastfulness in what he has aceomplished,
but he exults over his favored position in which the
Lord has placed him. He says: ‘‘My soul shall make
her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof
and be glad.”” (Vs. 2) With authority it is written:
“‘Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”” (1 Cor.
8:1, Dieg.) The ‘‘servant’’ has received a knowledge
of the truth; but he has received more than that: he
has received the love of the truth. The truth he
properly appreciates, and it has had the proper in-
fluence upon him.

® Many have received a knowledge or mental con-

ception of the truth and, being called to the high.

calling, have responded thereto, but have not receive

the love of the truth. The motive of such has been a T

selfish desire to be in the kingdom for self-benefit andQ

P
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self-aggrandizement. Such are almost certain to fall
into the ‘‘evil servant’’ class. These boast in them.-
selves and in what they have accomplished. The ap-
proved of the Lord boast in what Jehovah has done.
This Psalm begins to have its fulfilment in complete-
ness at the time the division takes place between the
‘“‘avil servant’’ and the faithful ‘‘servant’’ class, and
the two classes begin to be made manifest.

7Upon recciving the truth some have said in sub-
stance: ‘Now I am favored with the truth and I have
greater knowledge and wisdom than others. I am an
important personage in God’s great arrangement. I
will go to heaven and aid the Lord in ruling the
universe. The Lord sees that I am more than an
ordinary creature; and I will maintain this high place
in his estimation, and in order to do so I will develop
a perfect character while on earth so that he may
better use me when I get to heaven.’

$ Even some who enter the service of the Lord say
in substance: ‘Those to whom I have witnessed had
better listen to me, because I know whereof I speak.
I will give them this testimony and they cannot be
heard to say hereafter that they did not have a chance
to know the truth.’ Such take a real pride in the fact
that they have given a certain one information con-
cerning God, and feel their importanee by reason of
having such opportunity. This is at least in a measure
boasting in self, and is wrong, The humble follower
of the Lord Jesus does not thus boast. He learns that
salvation does not result from self-development, but
that salvation is a gift of God and not by one’s own
efforts, as the apostle puts it: ‘‘Not of works, lest any
man should boast.”” (Eph. 2:8, 9) It is the lawless
workers that boast of themselves or their accomplish-
ments, as it i3 written: ‘*All the workers of iniquity
boast themselves.’’ (Ps. 94:4) Not so with the ap-
proved servant of God. He always says: ‘“‘My soul
shall . . . boast in the Lord.”’

® The servant is in a covenant with the Lord for
the kingdom and enjoys the distinetion and honor of
representing Jehovah while he is on the earth. Jeho-
vah has manifested to him and bestowed upon the
servant this great favor, but the servant, being made
aware thereof, appreciates his high privilege of being
in the covenant. Knowing his relationship to Jehovah
by reason of such favor he will not now treat himself
as an uncertain suppliant at the throne of heavenly
grace, but as one who is favored of the Lord and is
confident of the good work God has begun in him and
that God will finish it.

10 Jehovah bestows such favor upon the servant
because he has a fixed purpose in doing so, and that
purpose is to bring forth creatures that will main.
tain their integrity to him under all circumstances
and be an honor to his name. He will now have his
representatives on earth to testify that Jehovah is the
true God. He who has been chosen to such a high and
honorable position has every cause to boast, not of
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his own worth, but in Jehovah’s goodness. The servant
knows that Jehovah’s power has no limitation, that
his wisdom is perfect, that he is always just, and
that he is the very embodiment of unselfishness and
loving-kindness, and that it is the high privilege of
the servant to be in the eovenant with the Almighty
One. There could be no greater reason for boasting
in the Lord.

11 Having the care and protection of the Most High
and the assurance that God will finish the good work
that he has begun in the servant, he praises the Lord
and boasts in his power. He is not abashed in the
presence of the mighty of the earth, because the favor
of such he does not seek. To him man’s favor is of no
purpose. He does not exalt himself in his mind or
beart in the presence of the lowly, because he ap-
preciates that everything he possesses is a gracious
gift from Jehovah God and that he is dependent upon
God for what he does have. He does not boast in the
fact that he has learned the truth at the feet of some
prominent person, nor does he give that ecreature
honor and glory who has brought him the truth, be-
cause he knows that all honor and glory for the truth
and its beneficent effects is due to Jehovah and he
delights to continue to praise Jehovah’s name.

12 Then says the servant: ‘‘The humble shall hear
and be glad.’”’ The humble ereature is he who is anx-
ious to know the will of God and is diligent to do
God’s will when he learns it. When he hears the mes-
sage delivered by one whom the T.ord is using he is
glad to listen and to learn. The humility here men-
tioned does not have reference to lowliness of place or
position amongst men, but it does refer to one who has
a proper appreciation of himself and who appreciates
that every good gift proceeds from Jehovah and that
if he would be benefited he must heed the Word of
Jehovah and follow that. Such recognize that the
truth is the Lord’s, and not man’s, and that the
servant is merely one who bears the fruits of the
Lord’s produetion. One of humble mind delights to
hear what God has sent to him through the ‘“servant’’
class.

13 The psalmist then represents the servant of the
Lord as knowing and appreciating that he has an at-
tentive hearer in the humble one who listens and the
servant therefore says: ‘‘O magnify the Lord with
me, and let us exalt his name together.”” That must
mean that the truth which the servant has received
is now his means of expressing his joy in the praise
of Jehovah God and he wishes others to share with
him in that praise. He does not strike a sanctimonious
attitude and with feigned goodness say: ‘Behold how
wonderfully the truth has tranformed my character
and how much better I am than my fellow men.’
By his attitude and words the servant says, in sub
stance: ‘I have learned of the goodness of God, and T
sceing that you are willing to hear, come now and join
with me in magnifying hig great name. Let us to- P
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gether tell others of his wondrous works and proclaim
his praises in the earth.’

4 Nor does this mean that the humble hearer is
called upon to engage merely in a song with his lips,
but that he is invited to join in the work of inform-
ing others about the Lord and the manifestation of
his loving-kindness to the children of men. It is cer-
tain that Jehovah has provided all the means neces-
sary to magnify his name, and his Word declares that
such provided means consists of the message of the
Lord, which the ‘‘servant’’ class can use to prove
themselves faithful and true witnesses to the Word
and name of the Most High. The specific work of Je-
sus when he was on earth was to thus be a faithful
and true witness to Jehovah God. Jesus worked
miracles to establish the faith of the people in God
and in himself as God’s representative. At the present
time there is a definite work for the remnant which
forms a part of the ‘elect servant’ to engage in, and
by which such prove to be faithful and true witnesses
to Jehovah. The remnant shows forth Jehovah’s
praises by proclaiming his truth and his works. The
Lord has provided the message of truth in printed
form so that every one of the remnant may have some
part in this definite work of now exalting the name
of Jehovah. For this reason one of the remnant
delights to invite others who are humble hearers to
join in proclaiming the message of Jehovah and his
kingdom.

15 The psalmist speaks further of the ‘‘servant”
then and states the reason why he will at all times
bless Jehovah. He says: ‘‘1 sought the Lord, and he
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.”’
These words could hardly be'said to refer to any
individual’s experience who is a follower of Christ,
Any man might give expression of joy after receiving
some favor from Jehovah. The one who speaks these
words in the Psalm, however, is shown to be one to
whom God has granted the right to call upon him and
who has also been commissioned to declare the pur-
poses of Jehovah to others. Therefore the speaker
must refer to the remnant or the ‘‘servant’’ collec-
tively. When on earth Jesus fulfilled these words, but
now at the end of the world his body members also
fulfil them. When Jesus was in (Gethsemane in his
hour of great agony he called upon Jehovah with
‘“‘strong erying and tears’’. He was then heard and
God sent to him an angel, who comforted him, and
which comfort was evidently given by the assurance
to Jesus that he had been entirely faithful.

i* It was approximately at the time the Lord came
to his temple when the faithful on earth were put to
a severe test. It appeared then that the end of their
work on earth had come, and they feared that dis-
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prophetic record which finds another fulfilment upon
God’s people beginning in 1918. Then it was that it
appeared that the work of the Lord had been broken
down by the enemy. The faithful earnestly sought
Jehovah with strong supplications and tears, and in
due time these were heard and were delivered from
all their fears. The prayers of the faithful began to be
heard and answered in 1919; and when in 1922 they
had a clear vision from the Lord that he had much
work for them to do, then these faithful ones went
forth as his witnesses to give honor and glory to his
name. The anointed went joyfully to the task as the
Lord had duly commissioned them. Their fears dis-
appeared and they became bold in the Lord.

17 Among the spirit-begotten ones there were at least
three classes in 1918: (1) The selfish, who were dis-
appointed and said: ‘The Lord delays his coming’;
(2) the discouraged ones who still had a desire to learn
of the Lord, and were therefore humble, and yet were
fearful and of little faith; and (3) the faithful,
zealous ones, who maintained complete confidence in
the Lord even though fearful. It is the last mentioned
that speak to the others who were humble and
teachable and who desired to be enlightened. After
1919 the zealous class, encouraged and rejoicing, spoke
words of confidence to the humble who were anxious
to hear. Concerning such the psalmist says: ‘‘They
looked unto him, and were lightened; and their faces
were not ashamed.’”’ The Lord is always gracious to
those who have a desire to learn. The discouraged
ones turned their faces to the Lord, who sent them
a message through his more zealous servants, and in
his thus doing they were enlightened and their shame-
faced condition passed away and these also entered
into the joy of the Lord. The events that have come
to pass during the past ten years, and which are now
well known to the faithful, fully support this conelu-
sion.

18 The psalmist then says: ‘“This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles.’’ It seems certain that ‘‘this poor man’’
means the ‘‘remnant’’, which forms a part of the
‘“‘servant’’ class. Having been greatly blessed by the
Lord those of the remnant see the privilege and duty
of testifying to others concerning the loving-kindness
of Jehovah God. Such do not receive and selfishly hold
the truth; but with gratitude they delight to proclaim
these truths to others. The ‘‘poor man’’ is therefore
the remnant or those composing the servant class that
are poor in spirit and teachable in mind, waiting
upon the Lord and always anxious to hear his ecall to
service and to diligently obey that call. The approved
“‘servant’’ of Jehovah is frequently mentioned in the

Secriptures as ‘‘poor’’. *‘I am poor and needy.” (Ps.
40:17) ‘I am poor and sorrowful.’”’ (Ps. 69: 29) “IA
am poor and needy ; make haste unto me, O God: thou T
art my help and my deliverer; O Lord, make noQ
tarrying.’”’ (Ps. 70:5) (Sce also Ps. 86:1; 109:22.)P

honor would be brought upon the name of Jehovah
if they had come short in the performance of the com-
mission granted to those who composed his people.
The above-quoted verse four therefore seems to be a
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Instrueting his disciples concerning the qualifications
of those who would enter the kingdom Jesus said:
“‘Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven,’’—~Matt. 5:3.

1° During the testing period from 1918 to 1919 the
faithful ones particularly realized that they were
poor and entirely dependent upon the Lord. It was
then that Christ Jesus began to gather together unto
himself those whom he found faithful at the time of
coming to his temple, and such he made a part of
the ‘‘servant’’ class. It was then that the ‘‘servant’
class began to understand that the Lord had come to
help them. They were then fearful, but when they
realized that the Lord had much for them to do and
would lead them in that work the fearful were saved
out of their troubles, even as the psalmist had so
stated. To be sure, outward troubles continue, but the
faithful remnant do not fear man, and permit not
the trouble that comes from men to dampen their
ardor for the Lord. They fear not man because Je-
hovah has said to them: ‘‘I have put my words in
thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of
mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou
art my people.’’—1Isa. 51:16.

%0 Since the faithful remnant have realized their
favored place in the temple they continue to say:
““The Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will
give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold
from them that walk uprightly.”” (Ps. 84:11) ‘“Be-
bold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and
my song ; he also is become my salvation.’’—Isa, 12:2,

31 These clearly see that Jehovah has provided
complete protection for all of those who are in his
organization and who continue to work lawfully and
faithfully. They have made Jehovah their fear, and
he has become their sanctuary. With confidence there-
fore those of the remnant or servant say: ‘“The angel
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them.”’—Ps. 34:7.

2 Now the remnant, appreciating the necessity and
great privilege of being busy in the Lord’s scrvice,
seek out the humble or teachable ones and say to them:
‘0 taste and see that the Lord is good ; blessed is the
man that trusteth in him.”’ (Vs. 8) The natural sense
of taste is used here as an illustration because of the
pleasure that the sense of taste gives to the one par-
taking of good food. With gratitude let it be re-
membered that God has made all the natural functions
of the human organism pleasant rather than painful,
To the healthy one wholesome food is always pleasant.
The words of the psalmist in this verse constitute an
invitation to the humble, saying: ‘ Avail yourselves of
the provisions God has made; come and taste the
Lord’s food, sample it, try the wonderful things Je-
hovah has provided.’ One with a right condition of
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heart and who responds to this invitation will accept
the truth with joy.

?3 The Society is a part of God’s organization and
he has arranged that it shall bring forth or bear to
others the fruits or food from his storehouse. In
obedience to the Lord’s commandments, and in har-
mony with his provision, millions of samples of such
wholesome food have been put within the reach of the
humble or teachable ones, and those who have tasted
and trusted in the Lord have been blessed. The
‘‘servant’’ therefore is joyfully bringing forth God’s
fruits of the kingdom that his name might be glori-
fied. The words of the Psalm are another evidence
that the Liord is pleased only with those who have
rendered faithful service as opportunity affords.

71t is a provision made by the Lord, and there-
fore his will, that his zealous children shall speak to
their brethren and show them the great privilege of
serving Jehovah with joy. The Waich Tower dili-
gently tries to do that very thing. Those of the ‘‘evil
servant’’ class, and who are opposers of God and his
work, maliciously declare that the Society is merely
a commercial institution engaged in the selling of
books. Every honest person who is informed knows
that such charge is wholly false. Those who love God
and who are anxious to please him are eager to carry
out his commandments. The more zealous ones there-
fore see and appreciate their privilege of speaking to
their brethren and encouraging them to have part
in the service of the Lord in bearing the fruits of the
kingdom because the Lord has so commanded that this
shall be done at the present time. The Lord has put
into the mouth of the servant, to be spoken to his
brethren for their encouragement and to make known
the great privilege of having some part in the service
of the Lord, these words, to wit: ‘O fear the Lord,
ye his saints; for there is no want to them that fear
him.”’—Vs. 9.

25 Personal cxperiences of the brethren show that
this precious promise applies even to the physical
needs of the Lord’s people now on earth. While those
of the world are in want the Lord’s people have the
necessary things provided. The promise, however,
especially applies to the spiritual food and attendant
blessings that God has provided for his own. To the
faithful ones Jesus said: ‘‘Your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But
seck ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added.”” (Matt.
6:32, 33) Jehovah has special care for his faithful
ones and he has made all the provision for their
protection and blessing.

26 Among those who are in the covenant for the
kingdom there are some who are slow in progress,
timid and easily discouraged. That the faith of such A

might be strengthened, and that they might be encour. T

aged to enter zealously into the service of the Lord,
he causes the psalmist to say: ‘‘The young lions do P
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lack and suffer hunger; but they that seeck the Lord
shall not want any good thing.”’ (Vs. 10) By way of
comparison: The beasts of the field have God’s care
and sometimes are hungry. But the special care of the
Lord is for those that diligently seek to serve him,
and nothing that they need shall be lacking. The Lord
will not withhold any good thing from those who
fully trust and obey him. One who fears that by
entering the service of the Lord he might be in-great
physical want for food and raiment for himself shows
a lack of faith and confidence in the Lord; and these
words should be an encouragement to such,

37 Then the psalmist addresses some in a more per-
sonal way, saying: ‘‘Come, ye children, hearken unto
me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”” It might
seem at first glance that here the psalmist addresses
those who have heard the Word of truth but who
have no hopes or prospects for the kingdom. It is true
that soon all humanity will be instructed in the way
of the Lord that they may learn the way that leads
to everlasting life. But there appears to be no good
reason to conclude that such are the ones addressed
by the psalmist in this verse. Rather it appears that
these words of the psalmist are given as a guide to
the class that is serving God.

2 Some of the servant class are more mature than
others and these stand somewhat in the relation of
father to children, the mature ones being in the
position of father or elder ones, while the less mature
are in the place of children. For instance, John, in
addressing his brethren, said: ‘‘These things I write
unto you, dear children.’’ The ones addressed were
not his children in faet, but he used words of endear-
ment toward them, and because he was more mature
than they in the service of God. Likewise Peter, ad-
dressing the church, quotes the words of the psalmist
here, and thus he would stand in a position of such a
fatherly teacher. The Lord’s way seems to be to first
teach some in the church and then to use those taught
to teach others who are teachable. Paul also spoke of
his brethren as his children. (1 John 2:1; 1 Pet.
3:10-12; Gal. 4:19) So even now it must be expected
that some members of the remnant would speak in
like terms of endearment when addressing their fellow-
servants. One receives instruction from the Lord, and
the message he receives is imparted to others for their
benefit; and this is wholesome and beneficial to all.
This is in harmony with Paul’s words: ‘“Let him
that is taught in the word communicate unto him that
teacheth in all good things.’’ ‘‘Bear ye one another’s
burdens.’’—@Gal. 6:2, 6.

** The psalmist here uses words to guide and help
all who are pressing the battle to the gate that such
may carefully pursue the course the Lord has marked
out for them, aid and comfort their brethren, and
avoid becoming entangled with anything that would
hinder their faithful and progressive service. The
great prize is set before the remnant, and each mem-
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ber of the remnant should have the keenest interest
for his brother’s welfare, Hence the words of the
psalmist show some members of the Lord’s people
speaking for the encouragement and aid of others and
saying: ‘“What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue
from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart
from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.”’
(Vss. 12-14) The reason fer this admonition is easy to
see. The Lord’s people must adjust themselves to each
other, and all must be in tune with the will of God.
There must be complete unity and harmony.

8 One of the greatest dangers against which God’s
people have had to fight is that of permitting unkind
thoughts one of another to find a place in the mind
and then to give expression to those unkind thoughts.
This often leads to open controversies amongst the
brethren. The admonition is therefore a timely one
that each of the remnant should heed.

% Sometimes a class or ecclesia is divided into two
separate companies. While both eompanies claim to
be fully in harmony with the Society, and the work
that the Lord is doing by and through the Society,
and both sueh companies express a desire to have a
part in the service, yet they cannot get on together.
It is the duty and privilege of The Watch Tower to
call attention to these things and in the language of
the Scriptures and in harmony therewith to admonish
the brethren to stand firmly together,

82 (#od’s children should remember that on earth
their only friends are their own brethren. All the
world is under the influence of the wicked one. True
friends, as the Scriptures declare, love each other all
the time. That does not mean that they shall fall on
each other’s necks, but it does mean that they should
act unselfishly toward each other and safeguard the
interests of one another. They should refrain from
speaking unkind and hurtful words of and concern-
ing their brethren. If good words to speak cannot be
found, then remain silent. Let the Lord do the judg-
ing; and in thus doing, as the psalmist puts it, ‘keep
your tongue from doing evil or injury to your breth-
ren.’ Avoid all deceit and hypocrisy. Then if some
misguided brother does injury to you, do not hold
that against him, but watech for an opportunity to
render aid to the erring one. Never try to injure your
brother, but always seek his welfare in the Lord.
Hence the words of the Psalm: ‘‘Depart from evil’’;
avoid doing injury to your brother, but ‘‘do good”’,
and do it unselfishly, Such is real love for the breth-
ren.

32 The Lord has brought his people together in a
compact body for progressive action. He is building
his house, and the psalmist puts these words in the
mouth of those who love God: ‘‘Peace be within thyA
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my T
brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace
be within thee. Because of the house of the Lord our P
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God I will seek thy good.”’ (Ps. 122:7-9) The present
is not the time for controversies amongst those who
want to serve God. Let the brethren be reasonable
and seek always the general welfare of the ‘‘servant”
class in its entirety. Hence the Psalm says: ‘‘Seek
peace and pursue it.’’ Such a course is necessary in
order for one to remain in the house of the Lord.
This conclusion is fully supported by the words of
the psalmist, to wit: ‘‘The eyes of the Lord are upon
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.
The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to
cut off the remembrance of them from the earth, The
righteous ery, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth
them out of all their troubles.”’—Vss. 15-17,

4 Those who do right are seeking to magnify the
word and name of Jehovah, and in order to do so they
will be misunderstood and misrepresented and yet go
joyfully on in the service of the Lord. Where there
is trouble in a class, selfishness is usually at the bottom
of it. Let every one put aside selfishness, and peace
is certain to result. Those who are diligent to thus
do what is right and who are guided by the Word of
God pray to God with the assurance of being heard
because he has promised that his ears are open to
their prayers. On the other side, if there are those
who persist in doing injury to their brethren, such
are evil; and their prayers God will not hear, but will
cut them off even from remembrance.

8 The Apostle Peter quoted the last above-men-
tioned words of the psalmist, and doubtless at that
time there existed in the church the condition that
called forth his admonition. A similar condition now
exists in some of the congregations, and the words of
Peter now apply with even greater force, because we
are at the end of the way. Immediately following the
quotation of the words of the psalmist the Apostle
Peter, for the encouragement, aid and comfort of
those who sincerely desire to please God, adds these
words: ‘‘And who is he that will harm you, if ye be
followers of that which is good? But and if ye suffer
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye; and be not
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled.’”’” (1 Pet.
3:13, 14) The one who is doing the will of God need
have no fear of harm coming to him by reason of
others’ speaking evil against him. Rather should he
regard this as a testimony of his faithfulness and that
his suffering is for righteousness and he should
patiently bear it.

8 In an ecclesia where there is dissension let those
who really love God take heed to and closely follow
the admonition of the Apostle Peter, as above quoted.
Strife and contention work havoe with those who
indulge therein. The Lord has gathered his people
into oneness or unity and has made complete provi-
sion for their good and provided work for them to do.
It is still necessary, however, that the anointed should
bear in mind the injunction to watch and pray and
also to heed the admonition of the apostle to the end
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that the runner for the prize may win and that the
name of Jehovah may be honored and glorified.

#7It will be observed that Peter, in quoting the
words of the psalmist, omitted these particular words,
to wit: ‘‘To cut off the remembrance of them from the
earth.”’ It may well be said that he omitted those
words because when he wrote the time of judgment
had not then come. Now the Lord is in his temple and
judgment is proceeding. The words of the psalmist,
therefore, are to remind all the Lord’s people that
the day of judgment is here and in progress and that
those who misuse their privileges and who persist in
doing evil to their brethren will shortly find them-
selves completely cut off. The time has come for God
to hear the cry of the righteous; hence says the
psalmist: ‘‘The Liord heareth, and delivereth them
out of all their troubles.”” It is far better to quietly
suffer injustice heaped upon you and continue sted-
fastly serving God to his glory than to attempt re-
taliation. The law of retaliation has no place with the
new creation. The Lord will hear the cry of the
righteous and will hold him in the hollow of his
hand, and the shafts of Satan shall do him no injury.

¥ The righteous are meek and poor in spirit, and
such is a safe and happy attitude to hold. To such the
psalmist says: ‘‘The Lord is nigh unto them that are
of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit. Many are the afilictions of the right-
eous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.”’
(Vss. 18, 19) This is the same class of whom Jesus
said: ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit.”’ It does not
mean that such are in despair. Rather it means that
such are not proud and haughty and do not insist
on having their own rights respected. They are not
particularly anxious for self-justification, because they
desire the approval of the Lord rather than that of
any creatures. They are contrite of heart- and walk
obediently before God, not demanding justice from
others, but always rendering justice to others so far
as possible; not being harsh and unmereiful to others,
but loving mercy and extending merey toward others.
These may find many afflictions in the way, but they
realize that their strength is in the Lord, and upon
him they confidently rely.

8 Further speaking of the loving-kindness of the
Lord the psalmist says: ‘‘He keepeth all his bones;
not one of them is broken.’”’ (Vs. 20) This verse had
its first fulfilment in Jesus, the Head of the ‘‘servant’’
class. Not a bone of his body was broken. It has its
final fulfilment with the members of his body or
‘‘servant’’ class collectively and necessarily seems to
apply symbolically in this, that God has completely
preserved his servant and will do so and keep him
from all harm because he has set his affeetions upon
Jehovah. The words allow the further conelusion that

the remnant will never be incapacitated from doing T

service to Jehovah. This is a blessed assurance. As
long as the remnant is in the flesh there will be some P
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service to be performed to the glory of Jehovah’s
word and name. Then upon their being admitted
into the realms of glory, joyful service to the Most
High will continue without end.

4 That there would be some walking amongst the
Lord’s people who would be gathered out and de-
stroyed because of wickedness is elearly implied
through the words: ‘‘Evil shall slay the wicked; and
they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.”’ (Vs.
21) These words are a warning to all who are in the
covenant to see to it that only good is rendered to
their brethren.

41 The complete deliverance of the faithful servant
is then shown by the words: ‘‘The Lord redeemeth
the soul of his servants; and none of them that trust
in him shall be desolate.”” (Vs. 22) It is the time of
judgment, and the unchangeable promise of Jehovah
is that the faithful ‘‘servant’’ shall never be forsaken
or become desolate. The faithful remnant ean wholly
and completely rely upon the great Father to bring
complete vietory through Christ. Such assurance gives
every reason for the servant to boast in the Lord.
Such boasting does not consist in unseemly language
or conduct at any time, but means a quiet and con-
fident rest in the promises of the Lord, causing one to
stedfastly maintain his integrity.

2 The present is a marvelous time in which to live.
The “‘servant’’ sees the great and final battle between
the wicked and the righteous approaching, and knows
what will be the result. He knows that, being in God’s
organization and maintaining his integrity and re-
rhaining faithful to Jehovah, the ‘‘servant’’ is en-
tirely safe and secure from harm. He is thrilled with
the entire situation. His heart bubbles over with
exulting praise and he says: ‘‘I will bless Jehovah at
all times: his praise shall continually be in my
mouth.”’

¢ Never was there such & blessed time to be on
earth as now. The kindgom is here! Jehovah has re-
vealed to the remnant his purpose. He has spread a
joyful table for his beloved ones in the presence of
the enemy, and upon this provision they feed with
satisfaction.

¢ Let the praises of JEHOVAH be heard hence-
forth and forever. ‘‘This is the day that the Lord
has made and we will rejoice in it. Praise Jehovah,
call upon his name, make known amongst the people
his doings; bring to remembrance that exalted is his
name ; praise in song and in service the name of Je-
hovah.”’ The entire year has been filled with the good-
ness of our Godl
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

7 1, 2. According to Jehovah’s prophetic Word, upon whom,
under what conditions, and when, would he bestow his
special favor? Of what would that favor consist?

Y 8, 4, What is the tenor of Psalm 34% It was to serve what
purposed

7 5-8. Point out the importance of the phrase ‘“in the Lord’’,
in verse 2, Illustrate its application,

¥ 9-11. What is the position and attitude of the true servant
of the Lord, and the ground for his ‘boasting in the
Lord’t

Y 12-14. Explain who are ‘‘the humble’’, who shall ‘‘hear
and be glad’’. How does this gladness find expression, as
referred to in verse 3, and as exemplified in Jesus’ course
of action?

9 15, 16. To whom does verse 4 apply! When? How?

7 17. What classes of spirit-begotten ones became manifest
in 1918% How does verse § find its fulfilment theret

Y 18, 19. Identify the ‘‘poor man’’ referred to in verse 6.
Deseribe how the Lord ‘‘saveth him out of all his
troubles?’.

7 20, 21. Quote other scriptures showing that the faithful
remnant have realized that Jehovah has bestowed his
favor upon them, and showing their gratitude and con-
fidence.

97 22-24. To whom is the invitation contained in verse 8 now
being extended? How, and by whom?

9 25, 26. What is meant by the expressions ¢ffear the Lord’’
and ‘‘seek the Lord’’, in verses 9 and 10%? Just what
are ‘‘all these things?’’, 1eferred to in Matthew 6:32, 331
‘Who has given the assurance that ‘‘there is no want to
them that fear [the Lord]’’ and that ‘‘they that seek
the Lord shall not want any good thing’’t To whom?
Just what is meant by those expressions?

9 27, 28. Tc whom are the words of verse 11 addressed? By
whom? Show from the Seriptures that these words clearly
fit the situation to which the rest of the Psalm applies.
Explain Galatians 6:2, 6. Illustrate the epplication,

¥ 29-33, With illustration of its application, show how im-
portant and timely is the admonition (a) ‘‘Keep thy
tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.’’
(b) ¢‘Depart from evil, and do good.’’ (e) ‘‘Seck peace,
and pursue it.?” How do verses 15 to 17 show the cer-
tainty and the manmer of separation and distinction of
the disobedient from those' who truly serve Jehovaht

7 34. Point out the usual cause of trouble in an ecclesia, and
how this condition can be corrected and further discord
be avoided.

Y 35-37. Apply the Apostle Peter’s admonition (1 Pet. 3:13,
14) in this connection. Account for Peter’s omitting
the phrase ‘‘to cut off the remembrance of them from the
earth’’, when quoting from this Psalm,

Y 38. Explain what i3 meant by the designations ‘‘them that
are of a broken heart’’ and ‘‘such as be of a contrite
spirit’’, How is the Lord ‘‘nigh unto them’’ and how
does he ‘save’ them? Describe the ¢fafflictions of the
righteous’’ and how the Lord f‘delivereth him out of
them all”’,

Y 89. The statement ‘‘He keepeth all his bones’’ applies to
whom, and how?

9 40. Identify ‘‘the wicked’’, mentioned in verse 21. What
ia the ¢‘evil’’ there referred to? and how shall it ¢“slay?”’
the wicked? Who are ¢‘they that hate the righteous’’? In
what sense shall they be ¢‘desolate’’$

1 41, What is clearly the meaning and the purpose of verse 221

1 42-44. How does the ‘‘servant’’ view the present situation?t
What is the response in which the true appreciation by
the ¢‘servant’’ is now made manifest?

REJOICE IN JEHOVYAH

O ye righteous: for pralse is comely for the upright. Praise JEDOVAH with harp: sing unto
him with the psaitery and on instrument of ten strings. Sing unto him a new song; play skil
fully with a loud noise. For the word of JEHOVAR is right; and all his works are done in
truth. Hs loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth 48 full of the goodness of JEHOVALL,
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ETERNAL TORMENT UNSCRIPTURAL

N THE manifestation of God’s justice against
man’s sin in the garden of Eden, did God decree
that all unrepentant sinners and non-church

members shall be endlessly tormented in literal fire
and brimstone under the supervision of devils?

For fifteen centuries or more the popular religions
claiming to be Christian have taught the people that
God so decreed; and to this day these religious
systems have left this stain to stand against God’s
name and have not come cut openly and honestly and
publicly dropped such teaching from their church
creeds as being untrue and not taught in God’s
written Word.

There could be no eternal torment of any of God’s
creatures except by God’s will. A reasonable, loving
God could not torment any of his ereatures, not even
any of his dumb brute creation, much less his human
creatures. The doctrine of everlasting torture is un-
reasonable because no one could be thus tortured un-
less he were everlastingly conscious; and the many
scriptures which have been given in previous lectures
show that the dead are dead, and will not become
conscious and alive again until God’s dear Son Jesus
calls them forth from their graves in the time of
resurrection. Jesus’ words, in John’s gospel, chapter
five, verses twenty-eight and twenty-nine, prove this.

The doctrine of eternal torture is unjust, because
God is just. Justice is the foundation of his throne,
according to Psalm eighty-nine, verse fourteen, God
plainly told man that if he sinned he would die. If
thereafter God put him into eternal torment, then he
increased the penalty after man had violated the law,
and this is contrary to every principle of justice. All
Adam’s children were born imperfect. Psalm four-
teen, verse three, reads: ‘‘There is none that doeth
good, no, not one.”’ Every child is born imperfect. It
would be very unjust for Jehovah to permit such a
one to be born under conditions over which he had no
control and then, because he could not obey perfectly,
to put him into eternal torture. Man’s sense of justice
is shocked at the thought of the torture of any crea-
ture. The justice that man possesses is a God-given
quality. The more godlike a man is, the more just
he is. We must know, then, that God deals justly with
all his creatures.

The doctrine of eternal torment is devoid of the
attribute of love. Every good father loves his children,
and children love their father. The mother loves the
children, and the children love the mother. When the
children are disobedient it becomes necessary for the
father or the mother to discipline them; and some-
times by using the rod. But no loving parent would
for a moment think of torturing his or her child.
Just punishment is always for the purpose of doing
ultimate good, and where the parents are compelled
to punish or discipline their children they do it be-

the discipline by earthly parents and by God, said:
‘““We have had fathers of our flesh, which corrected
us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits,
and live?! For they verily for a few days chastened
us after their own pleasure ; but he for our profit, that
we might be partakers of his holiness.’’—Heb, 12:9, 10.

Only a wicked fiend would want to torment any-
body, such a one as loves dark and wicked things. Our
great God is love. John’s first epistle, chapter four,
verse sixteen, expressly says so. ‘‘God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all.’’ This is the quotation of
First John, chapter one, verse five. Everything that
Jehovah does is good. God created the first man Adam
and gave him the power to transmit life to his off-
spring. All the human race are the children of Adam.
Only by God’s permission could these children have
come into existence. Adam was originally God’s son,
and all the human race descended from Adam; and
thus they bear relationship to Jehovah.

None of Adam’s children were born in perfection.
Some were born under very depraved conditions.
God’s love, then, for the human race is so great that
he made provision for the redemption and ultimate
blessing of all; and it would be wholly inconsistent
with his attribute of love to arrange to torturc any
of them at any time. The doetrine of eternal torment
is a libel upon the great and loving name of God, and
Satan is responsible for it. But in God’s due time he
will make it clear to all that he is love, and that all
of his dealings with the human race are for their
good.

The eternal torment teaching is not supported by
any text in the Bible, There are some texts that are
written in symbolic phrase, parables and dark say-
ings, which were written to illustrate another great
truth, but with no reference to the eternal punish-
ment of the human race. These scriptures must be
examined elsewhere, or on another occasion. Time
allowed for this talk does not permit their consider-
ation now. What will now be examined with youn are
the direct Scriptural statements in literal language.

All the scriptures show that the wicked will be
punished. But punishment does not mean torment.
There is a wide distinction between everlasting
punishment and everlasting torment. Everlasting
punishment is a punishment that lasts forever. Ever-
lasting torment would be a torment that never ends,
but one would be consciously suffering all the time.
The laws of the land punish the wicked who violate
the law, and the duration of punishment is short or
long in proportion to the enormity of the crime com-
mitted. One who steals a loaf of bread violates the

law, and he may be punished by confinement for a .

day or a month in prison. One who destroys hi:

neighbor’s house by fire is punished, and his punish- T

cause they love them. The Apostle Paul, discussing ment may be a number of years in prison. Anothcr
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takes the life of his neighbor, and his punishment is
death, No law of any nation on earth permits the
violator of the law to be tormented. The stealer of
bread is punished for a short period; the one who
destroys the home is punished for a longer period ; and
the one who takes his neighbor’s life deliberately is
punished by the full penalty of the law, and his
punishment is lasting. Death is the highest penalty
inflicted by the law. It is also the greatest punish-
ment inflicted by Jehovah. Life is the dearest thing
to any creature, and to be deprived of life would be
the greatest punishment that could be inflicted.
Therefore eternal or everlasting death, with no hope
of a resurrection, would be an everlasting punishment.
But it would not be an everlasting conscious torture.
God plainly declared: ‘‘The wages of sin is death’’
(Rom. 6:23), and not eternal torture.

Having fixed this penalty, God could not change it
afterward, because God could not be inconsistent ; he
cannot deny himself, (2 Tim. 2:13) It was by the
disobedience of one man that sin ecame into the world,
and death as the result of sin; so death has been the
penalty upon all mankind. Romans, chapter five,
verse twelve, reads to that effect. And this will con-
tinue until God’s due time to awaken them out of
death and give all an opportunity for life; and this
will be discussed later. Psalm one hundred forty-five,
verse twenty, declares: ‘‘The Lord preserveth all them
that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.’’
In Second Thessalonians, chapter one, verse nine, the
apostle plainly says that all the wicked shall be
punished with an everlasting destruction.

But do not the wicked go to hell? It is true that
all who have died, from Adam until now, have gone
to hell. But ‘“hell’’ does not mean a place of conscious
torture. Wherever the word ‘‘hell’’ occurs in the
Bible it means the condition of death. Hell is not a
place, but a condition. Those who go into the grave
are not conscious there; but they have gone into the
death condition. Their bodies decay and return to
the dust. The word ‘‘hell”’ is translated from the
Hebrew word sheol, as used in the Old Testament.
This same word is a number of times translated
‘“‘grave’’ and sometimes translated ‘‘pit’’. In the New
Testament the same word ‘‘hell’’ is translated from
the Greek word hades, and likewise means grave, the
condition of death, the tomb.

Some Secriptural illustrations of this prove that
““hell’”’ means a condition of death. Job was a good
and godly man, who tried to obey Jehovah. He had
suffered the loss of all his earthly possessions, and
then his neighbors taunted him because of his suffer-
ings; and while he was thus suffering, he prayed that
God would permit him to go to hell, saying: ‘‘O that
thou wouldest hide me in the grave [the Hecbrew
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word is sheol, meaning hell] .. . until thy wrath be
past.’”” (Job 14:13) He desired to be hid in the grave
until the time of the resurrection, hoping in God’s
promise that some day the dead would come again.
Then Job says: ‘‘If I wait, the grave is mine house:
I have made my bed in the darkness. . . . Our rest
together is in the dust.”’ (Job 17:13, 16) Thus he
pictures the grave as a condition of darkness, where
there is no knowledge, no wisdom, nor device. Again
he said: ‘“His [that is, a man’s] sons come to honour,
and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but
he perceiveth it not of them.”” (Job 14:21) Why?
Because those who are in hell, in the tomb, in the
grave, in the condition of death, have no knowledge
of anything. They are out of existence, waiting for
the resurrection.

Jacob’s beloved son Joseph was sold into Egypt by
his brethren. Joseph’s coat was dipped in the blood
of an animal and brought to Jacob, and it was told
Jacob the father that his son Joseph was dead. In his
grief he exclaimed: ‘‘I will go down into the grave
[sheol, hell] unto my son mourning.’’ (Gen. 37:35)
Jacob was a good man and approved of the Lord; for
the apostle says that he was. (Heb. 11:9, 39) Jacob
meant that he was going to the grave, to the death
condition, mourning for his beloved son.

Benjamin was Jacob’s youngest son. After he lost
Joseph Jacob’s affections were centered upon Ben-
jamin. His elder sons came to him and requested that
their younger brother be permitted to go down with
them to Egypt. Their father Jacob objected to their
taking him, saying, ‘‘My son shall not go down with
you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if
mischief befall him by the way in which ye go, then
shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to
the grave [sheol, hell].”’ (Gen. 42:38) We know, then,
that the hell here described could not be a place of
fire and brimstone, for the gray hairs of Jacob would
not last long in the fire. What he really meant was
that as an old, gray-haired man he would go down
to the grave in sorrow if anything should befall his
beloved son.

Jesus came to earth and lived and died and was
buried; and it was written of him that he went to
hell. Psalm sixteen, verse ten, prophetically says of
him: ‘‘Thou [that is, Jehovah God] wilt not leave
my soul in hell.”” If hell were a place of endless tor-
ment and Jesus went there he could not have been
released. The fact that he did not remain in hell is
proof conclusive that hell is not a place of eternal
torment.

More proof than this should hardly be necessary, A
but there are many other texts in God’s Word show-
ing that eternal torment is not taught in the sacred o)
Seriptures.



MAN’S UNSEEN FRIENDS

HO are man’s unseen friends? The biologist

§§</ might think of certain baecteria, visible only

through the microscope, which produce cer-

tain chemical changes in plant life and foods which

are beneficial to man, The physicist might think of

electricity, which though invisible can be harnessed as

the servant of man. But a real friend is a lover, and

such things as bacteria or bacilli or electricity are not
capable of loving.

The word ‘‘friend’’ is derived from the verb ‘‘to
love’’; such is the case in the ancient languages of
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. The oldest bhook in the
world says: ‘“A friend loveth at all times, and a
brother is born for adversity.”’ (Prov. 17:17) If there
are powers and creatures in nature, invisible to our
eyes but working nevertheless for our benefit, it must
be admitted that the great unseen friend of man is
the One who made the laws and things of nature,
including man himself; and that One must be God.
‘‘No man hath seen God at any time.’’ (John 1:18)
The great Christian writer, Paul the apostle, speaks
of what is due this great Ruler of the universe, and
says: ‘‘Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and
ever.”’

Paul could write these words from the heart be-
cause he knew that the Most High God meant every-
thing to mankind, although fallen men could not see
God direct and thus know by sight that he was the
One who was bestowing upon them all the blessings
of life that they had to enjoy now. Only by the eyes of
one’s comprehension, that is, by the power of the
mind to perceive and appreciate things which are not
material, can man come to see that the great Maker
of all things is our Friend, unseen but most true.
Under present conditions in the universe, everyone
has his enemies, not excepting God himself. The poor
Russian bolshevists are trying to be God’s worst
and most implacable foes, but God’s greatest enemy
is Satan the Devil. He is also mankind’s worst enemy.

How do we know that there is a personal Devil?
someone may ask with a touch of sarcasm in the voice.
No one has seen him. No; nor has anyone seen God.
But God’s Word, the Bible, is the most faithful and
reliable record of the unseen, spiritual realms, because
it is given to us by the invisible God who sees and
knows all things, visible and invisible. ‘“A God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.”
(Deut. 32:4) Jesus pronounced God’s written Word
to be true, saying, ‘‘Thy word is truth.’’ Thus the
Bible tells us of a number of doings and events taking
place in the invisible world which man could never
have ascertained for himself. But these things were
revealed to holy and faithful men of God by his
spirit, that is, his power to inspire men to see visions
and to speak and write things unseen, unknown and
prophetic. God’s Word discloses a real, active, wide-
awake personal devil, ‘‘the prince of devils,”

God did not make this creature in the role of a
devil or adversary, nor did God do anything unfriend-
ly to cause this creature to turn and become his arch-
enemy. ‘‘God is love,”’ and so ecould not create a devil.
He could create only an intelligent creature that he
could love. Hence the Bible tells us that Satan was
originally a holy, heavenly cherub, one of God’s sons.
He then bore the beautiful, deseriptive name of Hey-
leyl, which means the same as Lucifer, the bright-
shining one. Long after Lucifer was brought forth,
God created our material earth, planted a paradise on
it, and placed the first man and woman in it to live.
As a friendly or loving act toward man God stationed
Lucifer, his son, as an unseen guardian of God’s in-
terests in the earth with respeet to man. Here Lucifer
fell into a wrong heart condition. He yielded to self-
admiration, and to magnifying his own importance
and beauty to such an extent that he desired to be
like God. Isaiah’s prophecy, chapter fourteen, verse
fourteen, informs us that Luecifer said in his heart:
““I will be like the Most High.’” He determined to be
man’s god. In this he succeeded, for the Apostle Paul
calls him ‘‘the god of this world’’. How did he be-
come such? By lying to the woman Eve. He deceived
her into thinking that God was not man’s unseen
Friend, but that he, Lucifer, the invisible spirit crea-
ture who was speaking to her through the serpent,
was the real friend, and that he was befriending her
by exposing God as a fraud and a tyrant in forbid-
ding her to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. On this wise Lucifer became the enemy of
Jehovah God; and since his ecourse was not for the
good of man he became mankind’s enemy also.

Ever since then Lucifer, now transformed into the
Devil, has tried to lead men to believe that God is
not their friend, thereby to turn their affections and
thoughts away from Jehovah, the Most High. He has
led men to worship the creature instead of the Creator,
to worship men as heroes, and even birds, fishes, four-
footed animals, and vile snakes. He has led them to
fear and worship demons, who are the devils of which
he is the prince. Such worship has not been for the
welfare of the human race. It has degraded the human
family.

Further, when God gave to his faithful servants on
earth some truths about his good purposes and these
truths began to be spread to others, the Devil immedi-
ately sought to deny such truths or to pervert them.
Men who loved not the truth became Satan’s agents
to do this. These men, pretending to be religious,
twisted even the truth of Christianity, so that today
honest church-going people believe that God is a
frightful Being, so enraged against the sinner man
that he has deliberately created a torture chamber in

his universe where he proposes to torment poor human .

sinners eternally with aetual fire and brimstone. They,

also believe that God is responsible for causing sorrow T

and trouble to man by earthquakes, storms, fircs, acci- Q
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dents, pestilences, famines, the death of innocent babies
and wee children, and the birth of erippled and
diseased and insane children into this world. Many
honest-hearted people, not childish enough to believe
such ‘‘doctrines of demons’’, but thinking that such
teachings are based on the Bible, have cast aside the
Bible as the guide to faith, and have lost all faith in
a supreme, personal God. Thus multitudes now deny
God’s existence, and Satan has also gotten them to
thinking that neither is there a personal Devil,

The greatest act of friendship that God could
now display toward the human family is to redeem
them and to bring them to a knowledge of the truth
about him and his purposes, and to give them the
full opportunity to act upon this knowledge of the
truth. This is God’s very purpose, for his inspired
record states: ‘‘God our Saviour ... will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth.”” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) In ages past, down to
the present, very few have come to a knowledge of
God’s truth, because, as Second Corinthians, chapter
four, verse four, truthfully states, ‘‘the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.’’
However, the Seriptures inform us that God will
correct this condition; for he will establish a powerful,
holy and spiritual government over man, which will
soon now put the great unseen enemy out of power,
liberate man from the oppressive control of Satan
and his organization of fallen angels and selfish men,
and flood the earth with truth, peace, and joy.

In the accomplishment of all these benevolent pur-
poses God makes use of another unseen friend of our
human race, another spiritual son of God, but a faith-
ful one, namely, him whom God calls his ‘‘only-begot-
ten Son’’. What father is there on earth who would
give his only son to die for his enemies, at the same
time permitting those enemies to be the very ones to
murder his son in most disgraceful style? Yet God,
out of his so great love for earth’s people who are at
present his enemies by sinful works, sent his beloved
Son. down from heaven to witness to them about God
and to die as their ransom. Thus for his short lifetime
on earth as ‘‘the man Christ Jesus’’ our Master was
a seen friend of mankind. To cast reproach upon the
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Savior, Satan caused his servants to call Jesus the
‘‘friend of publicans and sinners’’. (Matt. 11:19)
And Jesus was such a friend to these poor unfortu-
nates; not, however, in the sense that he degraded him-
self to their moral level. Jesus said: ‘‘Greater love
hath no man than this, that 2 man lay down his life
for his friends.”’ (John 15:13) But Jesus was willing
to lay down his perfect, sinless human life for men
while still sinners toward God. What greater act
could Jesus have performed?

But Jesus’ death did not for ever halt his friendly
activities toward the human family. God raised him
out of death as a divine spirit, alive for evermore and
exalted to the highest place in the universe next to
God himself. God clothed him with all power in
heaven and in earth. A friend of our race while a man
down here on earth, and the Scriptures assure us
that he is ‘“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever’’. (Heb. 13: 8) Hence he is still our
friend though now unseen. He will use that ‘‘all power?’
in heaven and earth for the deliverance of man from
all enemies, even death itself, bringing all the dead to
life again, binding up broken family ties on earth, and
Testoring to our pauper race all the blessings which
Adam gambled away through sin, namely, harmony
with God, divine truth, peace, freedom, plenty, perfect
health and everlasting life in an Edenic paradise re-
stored to earth,

According to God’s loving purposes, Jesus will
shower all these desirable blessings upon the redeemed
human race by means of the government which has
been laid upon his shoulder, the government referred
toin the prayer, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come.’’ The little band
of Jesus’ true and faithful followers will be exalted
to the throne with him in that heavenly government,
and they too will be man’s unseen friends then, because
resurrected to life in heaven with their glorified
Master, whom they shall then see and be like. God'’s
government will also employ myriads of holy angels
(Heb. 12: 22, 23) in making all the divine promises to
man come true, and thus these beautiful celestial erea-
tures will likewise be man’s unseen friends. But dear-
est and greatest and best of all man’s unseen friends
throughout the universe are and will forever be Jeho-
vah God, first, and Jesus Christ his only begotten Son
our Redeemer.

HOW PRECIOUS

s thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the children of

men put thesr trust under the shadow of thy wings. They

shaill be abundantly satisfied with the fainess of thy

Rouse; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of

thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life: in
thy light shall we see light.—David.



LETTERS

TRULY JEHOVAH HAS BLESSED
Dear BROTHER RUTHERFGED:

We, an assembly of the ‘people of the Lord for a purpose’,
the Birmingham ¢‘remnant’’, send you greetings with warm
Christian love,

By the food from the Lord’s table, served through The
Watch Tower, wo are being sumptuously fed and greatly en-
couraged day after day to be loyal and steadfast to the Lord
and his Word.

Since we have been and are being so wonderfully blessed,
we feel that it is but the least thing we could do to manifest
our gratitude for such favors, by acknowledging and seeking
to encourage the one who, in Jehovah’s great providence, is
set a8 our earthly leader. With no desire to give flattering
titles to any man, we believe that we honor the Lord when
we say we have been blessed through our beloved president,

resident of the Lord’s ‘‘instrument’’, the Watch Tower
ible and Tract Society, of which to be & part we count it
a glorious privilege.

When we say we admire you, as we do, it is because we have
admiration for the golden thread in all your utterances: the
exaltation and magnifying of Jehovah’s name,

We are bound to give thanks to God for you because of
ﬂ)nurd faithful and energetic service in the interests of the

gdom.

Failure to make mention of the books from your pen,
especially your most recent work, Light, would make our
letter, our expression of thanksgiving, incomplete,

The truths in those books, the ¢flashes of lightning’, have
revealed our great God in all his incomparable wisdom,
ustice, love and power. The Lord alone has caused this reve-

tion, and has found in you a ready *‘vessel’’,

In the light of Light the book of Revelation can be easily
understood by any Bible Student. Each vision is clearly ex-
z‘la\i’z:ed and every chapter of Revelation is illuminated in

ight.

Truly the Lord, Jehovah, our Father, has richly blessed and
used you, personally, for the blessing of his people, Again,
we thank him for you and pray that he will continue to bless
you as you seek to serve him.

Bo assured that we fight shoulder to shoulder with you,
a8 with all our brethren, the world over.

Praise be to his name, holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Your brethren in Christ,
BmryriNncHAM (England) EcCCLESIA.

DETERMINED TO WORK LAWFULLY
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

The York ecclesia desire to express appreciation of the
visit of our dear Brother Van Amburgh and to hereby state
that his counsel and encouragement have been very much of
a stimulus to us in our endeavor to serve our great King
and to push the battle to the gates in upholding the great
name of Jehovah.

The wonderful flashes of lightning that proceed from the
headquarters of the temple class disclose to us the hideousness
of the enemy’s organization and the great purpose of Satan to
completely destroy the remnant and thus prevent the forma-
tion of the ¢‘seed’’ which is to destroy the great ‘‘head of
gold’’ and his organization.

Since we realize the many discouragements that are bein
thrown into the pathway of those whom the Lord has place
in positions of responsibility, the York ecclesia desires first
to express its appreciation of the wonderful food the Lord ia
serving on his table at the present time in the books that have
been brought forth and in the columms of The Watch Tower.

Secondly, we wish to express our complete devotion and
loyalty to our dear Brother Rutherford and his faithful co-
workers, assuring them of our determination to follow the rules
of procedure, by the Lord’s grace, and thus endeavor to be
lawful workers in the Lord’s vineyard at all times; also
expressing our belief that the Watch Tower Bible & Tract
Society is the Lord’s channel for the carrying on of his work.

‘We therefore ask our dear Brother Van Amburgh to convey
these brief but nevertheless sincere e::si'essions of our love
and devotion to those who are so faithfully bringing to us the
meat in due scason.

Yours in the Lord’s service,

Yorx (Pa.) ECCLESIA.

ENLIGHTENED AND ENCOURAGED

DeAr BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

At a meeting of the San Antonio ecclesia the following
resolution was adopted by unanimous vote and the secretary
was instructed to mail a copy to you.

Resolved, That we express our love and appreciation to our
beloved Brother Rutherford for his fearless leadership in the
Lord’s work which He has committed to His people; and that
we assure him of our whole-hearted confidence and our deter-
mination to work shouider to shoulder with him until the Lord
indicates that our work is finished.

That we further exprcss our appreciation for the new
flashes of light that are constantly coming to us through the
Towers and other literature. By these we are enlightened and
encouraged to press the fight against the enemy, knowing that
only the faithful will be able to stand and be more than over-
comers,

We are glad to be counted in with the Lord’s faithful army,
under the great ‘captain of our salvation’, and we want to be
loyal to those whom He has placed in charge of His work, to
make known the presence of the King and the establishment of
the kingdom,

SAN ANTONIO (Tex.) EccLESIA,

“A PRIVILEGE TO BE USED”
My DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Many thanks for my copies of the new books, Light and
Prohibition. My heart was thrilled as I read on and on; and
many times I had to stop and thank Jehovah God for these
wonderful truths. Surely these words are life to those who can
receive them.

I am so thankful I’ve been able to have a part in every one
of the trumpet messages; and by God’s help I want to con-
tinue speedily, counting all else but loss and dross.

What a privilege to be used! My prayers are daily for you
that the Lord may hold your hand, sustain you and give you
the power to do your bit until he says it is enough.

Agsain I thank you for your loving interest in the little ones.

Yours in his service,
Sr. C. MyErs, Ohio.

WILLING COOPERATION
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

The class at Preston, Lancashire, England, send greetings
and love in the Lord, and at the same time give praise to Je-
hovah and his King for the uncovering of his truth enabling
the brethren to begin to appreciate the blessed relationship that
exists between the ‘‘servant’’ and Jehovah the Great Master.

The privilege of having a share in setting the testimony of
Jesus Christ before the people of earth brings great joy.

The class is grateful for your labor of love and honor you
as Jehovah’s visible sgent spending and being spent in
exalting His name in the earth,

Your wise counsel concerning the necessity of maintaining
an unflagging zeal and devotion in kingdom activities if the
approval of Jehovah is to be preserved is much appreciated.

Be assured of our ¥rayers and willing cooperation in setting
the great issue before all creation, standing shoulder to
shoulder for what the Seriptures clearly teach.

May our God continue to energize your mortal body &nd
by grace enable gou to keep yourself in his love.

On behalf of the class, your brother by grace,
ANTHONY BUCK, Secretary.

GRATEFUL

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We, the Midland (Ont.) ecclesia, desire to convey to you our
appreciation for all the blessings coming to us through God’s
organization. Light is just thrilling. Words fail to express
our gratitude and thanks; but by God’s grace we desire t
let our light shine until the Devil’s organization is destroyed.
May our dear heavenly Father bless and protect you., Your
faithfulness is an inspiration to us,
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‘DETERMINED TO TELL’

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

L bave the honor of sending you a <opy of the resolution
passed at & church meeting of the Hertford (Herts) ecclesia
January 15, 1931.

The brethren desire me to say, dear brother, that you are
continually in their prayers, as they realize your loyalty and
faithfulness to Jehovah in the special position in which he
has been pleased to place you render you a special target of
the adversary. Every member of the ecclesia looks forward
with joy to seeing you in this country this year if the Lord
permits, to the end that we may be mutually encouraged to
renewed zeal

With Christian love, your brother and fellow servant,
E. F. Evres, Secretary, England.

RESOLUTION
Resolved, That the Hertford ecclesia at this, the first church
meeting of the new year, reaffirms its loyalty to Jehovah and
its determination to tell the people who is Jehovah and thut
the time has come for the establishment of his kingdom and
the overthrow of Satan’s organization,

REJOICE GREATLY

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Recent articles in The Watch Tower have beem so wonder-
ful that the ecclesia here felt they must express to you their
eppreciation for your untiring love and zeal in the interests
of God’s kingdom, We derivo great comfort and strength from
these articles, as also from your recent publications.

We rejoice greatly in the service work.

With much Christian love, and praying the Lord’s rich
blessing upon your continued efforts, we are

LonpoN (Ont.) EcCLESIA.

CONTINUED COOPERATION

Dear BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

At our recent business meeting the Houston ecclesia voted
unanimously to send you our Christian greetings and to in-
form you of our eontinmed cooperation in carrying out the
great work which the Lord, Jfehovah, has so graeiously per-
mitted us to engage in.

It has indeed been a great inspiration and comfort to us all
to realize the significance of our glorious King’s work at this
time and the opportunities of serving him in this wonderful
sctivity, Surely the Lord is blessing kLis work and those en-
gaged therein as he promised to do; otherwise it would be
impossible for our efforts to gain such momentum and the
work to progress so majestically in the face of such wide-
spread opposition on the part of the ‘“man of sin’’,

The truth which is being revealed in his temple is surely
sufiicient to feed God’s remnant on the earth aund to give us
the necessary strength and emcouragement to perform the
duties which Jehovah requires of his representatives, and
words fail when we undertake to express our appreciation to
the heavenly Father for the manifold blessings and favors he
is continually bestowing upon us and for the protection he has
provided for his people.

Our earnest and constant prayer is that the great God will
continue to be with you in your part of the work and will
continue to bless you as it pleases him, that you might con-
tinue to serve him faithfully and energetically even unto
death and in the end hear his final approval, ¢ Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.’’

Your brethren by Jehovah’s grace,
Houstox (Tex.) ECCLESIA.
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“THE HAND OF OUR FATHER”
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

I have ulways considered it useless for me to read a book
the second time, because of my careful perusal of it the first
time. Slowly and with mental pronunciation of every word
I get every point in the book and retain it in mind., But I
must confess that in a second reading of the book Light I am
astounded at the many points I missed in the first close read-
ing. And now in its third going over 1 am simply staggered
at the numerous points that wholly escaped my notice at the
two prior readings.

I ask myself, What is the matter? Am 1 getting thick-
headed? Or is the author too profound? My experience has
taught me that all points in & book are noted at my first
perusal, and there exists no necessity for a rereading, not in
my case, at least,

The eonviction is pressed upon me deeply now that no
human creature is the author of Light. No man could write
that book. No man wrote Light. It is the manifest power of a
living God that gave to us this wonderful revelation of his
Word of Truth., He knew that we sorely needed its comfort
in these stressful times, whem 80 many are being overreached
by Satan, when a thousand fall at our side and ten thousand
at our right hand.

What a wonderful vindieation of Almighty God Light is
destined to be when all shall have come to know Him, from
the least unto the greatest! How we rejoice now that God kept
the best wine for us until the end of the feast! And it did not
come to us in any old vessel

Brother, you were merely the amanuensis in the produc-
tion of Light, Jehovah is its author, even as the book itself
declares, How can we keep from singing and leaping for joy?
The Lord has indeed drawn very near to us, S0 near we can
seem to feel his presence as we read and study these two
superhuman productions. Bible? Yes, it is Bible elucidation.
How can anyone who compares it with the well-known
physical facts so much as even entertain the slightest doubt
about its being the hand of our loving heavenly Father? Were
I stumbling along in the pathway of ¢‘the man of sin’’ this
volume would block my further progress and send me flying
back to God’s haven of rest in a strong plea for forgiveness.

Away back in the year 1894 I made firm resolution to stick
to the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society until, or unless, it
would indisputably renounce the Ransom; and Satan has
known better than to waste his time in attempting to turn
me aside. The Lord bless you.

In Christian love, your brother
J. A. BoeNET, Michigan.

“SURELY FROM GOD BY JESUS CHRIST”
DeEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

I have just finished the study of Books 1 and 2, Light.
I am profoundly impressed. I can’t find words to express my
heartfelt apprecintion of the goodness of our dear loving
heavenly Father. I am glad to ses his name and word vindi-
cated. I see clearly God’s organization and that wicked, cruel
and detestable organization of Satan. It is all so clear now.

It seems easy for me (an old man, too) to instantly forget
all I have read of the various explanations of Daniel and
Revelation. You know it is frequently said it’s hard for an
old person to divest himself of errors. I don’t find it s0. L
paw the koy to the mystery before I had read Book Onc half
through. Book Two is marvelous, It’s awe-inspiring; it’s
amazingly true, It is surely from God by Jesus Christ,

May the God of Peace erush Satan and his devilish organi-
zation under Jesus Christ quickly. I pray God that you may
continue to epproach the throne of heavenly grace and ob-
tain mercy to help and strengthen you in every time of need.

Pray for me, Brother, that I may have more opportunities
of service. That one stupendous lie told in Eden by Satan
is ingrained in the very hearts of the masses: ‘‘Ye shall not
surely die.”” In all my 7000 miles of traveling, and talking
to hundreds of people, every one has that lie in the very woof
and fiber of his being. They have all gone astray. Oh, how
thankful I am that I see and know and appreciate and try
to live as God has commanded!

Your brother in Christ,
WiILL1AM REYNOLDS, Missouri.
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T. E. BANKS
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C. W. CUTFORTH
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Woodstock Ont. . » 8 Kltchener, Ont. » 23
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Kunkle, Ohio ....._...Aprll 13
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E. D. ORRELL

Marion, Ohlo ............ April 1
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Toledo, Oblo aeeereea 7-12

Springfield, Mo, ..... .April 2-4
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C. ROBERTS

New Liskeard, Ont.. Aprll 3,4 St. John, N, B. ..... .Aprll 15,186

North Bay, Ont. ... 5 Kentville, N. 8, ... 18,19

Chiswick, Ont, .... 6  Halifax, N. S. .. »o20,21
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H. L. STEWART
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Souris, Man. ... 13-13  Quill Lake, Sask. ....” 29,30
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Rock Island, I]I » T Rock Falls, T, ... ™ 19
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W. J. THORN
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8. H. TOUTJIAN

Qrand Island, Nebr. Aprll 4
Litchfleld, Nebr.
Lincoln, Nebr, ..
Wymore, Nebr. ...
Nebrasl.a City, Neb
Red Oak, Iowa ...
Des Moines, Towa ... " 17,18

J. C.

8. Francisco, Calif. March 27-29
Portland, Oreg. ......Aprll 1-9
Seattle, ‘Wash, . 10-13

Omaha, Nebr. ... prﬂ 19, 20

Norfolk, Nebr. we... 21,22

Orchard Nebr. woee.a 23
Sioux City, Iowa ... " 2425
Hawarden, Jowa ... 26
Menne, 8. Dak. ... " 28,29
Scotland, 8. Dak, ... ™ 30
WATT
Everett, Wash _..Aprll 15 20
Spokane, Wash, ..... 27

Bolse, Idaho ....Aprll 20- May 3

GEORGE YOUNG
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Upon the earth distress of natlons, with perplexity; the sea and tbe waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for T
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth:; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... \When these thinge
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REFRESHING HIS PEOPLE

““But thou will uplift, like those of a wild ox, my horn, I am anointed with fresh oil.”’—Ps. 92:10, Roth.

EHOVAH has an inexhaustible storehouse of good
J things for those who love him. At the appropriate

time he brings forth therefrom such things as
his people need and therewith gives them refreshment,
and they are made glad. Thus the Lord spreads the
table for his own and in the presence of the enemy,
and those who love him feed thereupon. With one
accord thcy say: ‘The time to praise Jchovah has
come.” For just such an occasion the opening verses
of the ninety-second Psalm were written. The singers
say: ‘‘It is good to give thanks to Jehovah, and to
make melody unto thy name, O Most High! To de-
clare in the morning thy kindness, and thy faithful-
ness in the nights: with an instrument of ten strings
and with a lute, with murmuring music on a lyre.
For thou hast made me glad, Jehovah, by thy doings,
in the works of thy hands will I ring out my joy.”’
—Vss, 14,

*1t is what Jehovah has done and is doing that
makes glad the hearts of the singers. These see that
the blood of Christ Jesus shed at Calvary was and is
for the redemption of themselves and not for them-
selves only but for all who will hear and obey the
Lord. They see that Christ has been placed upon his
throne and sent forth by Jehovah to rule and to de-
stroy the enemy ; that the enemy’s world has come to
an end and that Christ has returned and begun the
ousting proceedings of the wrongdoer; that he is
gathering his people unto himself and invites them
to enter into his joy. These faithful ones see that the
great question that has long been at issue and which
must now be for ever settled in the right way is that
involving the word and name of Jehovah ; that Christ
Jesus is come to vindicate his Father’s name and will
do so and that this is the joy of the Lord.

? Together the faithful ones on earth are thercfore
drinking anew with the Lord the wine of the kingdom
which makes glad the heart. These have been made
to sit in heavenly places and to eat and drink with
the Lord at his table. The ones on earth do this of
course by faith now. They see that Jehovah has done
all this great work. There is no time now to hang
down the head and hands and to tremble at the knees.
It is a time of rcjoicing and, as the psalmist says, it

115

is good to declare the goodness and faithfulness of
Jehovah in the morning and at night, meaning that
at all {imes of the day it is good to praise the Most
High. Jehovah has provided the instruments to be
used in singing his praises and in telling of his
wondrous works. Now the Memorial season is a time
of joy for God’s people bzscause of the marvelous
things that God has accomplished and which he now
perits them to see and which things now come to
pass because the Lord Jesus Christ has returned.
From henceforth and forevermore the truth must pre-
vail and will prevail under the active leadership of
Christ and to the everlasting glory of Jehovah God.

THE SPEAKER

¢ Among the refreshing foods which God has placed
upon the table for those who love him the ninety-
second Psalm seems to have a place. The presumption
is that the Psalm was written by David, and the trans-
lators have marked it a song for the sabbath day. If
it especially applies at the present time that designa-
tion would seem appropriate because the reign of
Christ has begun. Evidently the Psalm is properly
aprlied to the time when Jehovah is establishing his
kingdom on earth, because he tells that the speaker
or singer has seen the works of the Most High and
thst therefore his praises must be sung. In its pri-
mary setting the Psalm must have reference to the ex-
periences that David had at the time he was ex-
alted to power in Israel in order that he might do
a work in the name of Jehovah. Knowing that a ree-
ord of these things was made for the aid of God’s
people at the end of the world we now look for a
dceper meaning than merely a historical record of
what King David said and did in his time.

8 The Psalm ecan hardly deseribe the individual
experiences of any believer in God and in Christ.
The only individual to whom it could apply would be
Jesus Christ himself when he was on carth, and yet
he was not at that time exalted to kingly power. The
words of the psalmist show that the speaker or singer
finds himself surrounded by enemies on every sid

Ile is confident that God will give him strength and T

victory over his enemies in due time, With full as-Q
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surance he declares that God will exalt or uplift his
power like the head of a wild ox. This apt illustra-
tion shows that the singer expects to ride triumphant-
ly over all opposition. The Psalm thercfore, as it
clearly appears, is a prophecy and relates to the
‘‘gervant’’ of God, ineluding the members of God’s
organization now on the earth who are represcnta-
tives of and who are led by the Lord Jesus Christ.

® Those prophetic songs or Psalms which tell par-
ticularly of the King do not represent the giorious
position of the Lord Jesus as he is in power and glory
of the Father, and who is in the temple for judgment,
but rather show him as represented in the faithful
remnant on earth doing the work of the anointed.
‘When David was king he was always in need of the
help and care of God, and David therefore may well
be said to typify or illustrate the ‘‘servant’’ class
geen as the King because this class acts for God’s
King in a representative capacity.

7 This being true the ninety-second Psalm could not
have its real application until the Lord came to the
temple of God and gathered unto himself his people
so that they collectively engage in service and give
praise with one harmonious heart and voice. This
change in the position and operation of the faithful
on earth began after.1918. Applying the propheey to
the ‘‘servant’’ it appears that Jehovah has quite re-
cently, through his Word and works, given the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ class fresh cause for rejoicing.

8 The ‘‘servant’’ says: “O Jehovah, how great are
thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.’’ There
must be something more here indicated than God’s
purpose as known for the ages and the first principles
of the doctrines of Christ Jesus. The words of the
prophecy indicate that the ‘‘servant’’ sees new light
and is better enabled to understand the purposes of
God than at any time heretofore. The facts that are
actually known now and understood by the remnant
prove that this is the correct conclusion and under-
standing of this prophetic phrase,

% Since the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple
of God there has been a great revelation to the people
of the Lord, and these flashes of light from the temple
have brought to view an understanding to the rem-
nant that they have never had heretofore. Prior to
that time God’s people saw the redemption and de-
liverance of the human race through the great ran-
som sacrifice of Christ Jesus as the crowning part of
God’s purposes. Now in the light of further revealed
truth the remnant see that the ransom and deliver-
ance of the race is merely incidental and that the {ar
greater divine purpose is to eompletely vindicate the
word and name of Jehovah through the operation of
his kingdom. They see that the triumph of the right-
eous over the wicked one will be so complete that
never again will such wickedness arise. By faith they
see & cleansed universe that will remain that way for-
ever. To be sure, they see the great honor and bless-

The WATCH TOWER
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ing and privilege to be permitted to live and to reign
with Christ in glory, but the remnant also see that
even that pales into insignificance when compared
with the vindication of Jehovah’s word and exalta-
tion of his name in the mind and heart of everyone
that shall have life,

19 The ereatures making up the remnant know that
they could not by any possible means perfect them-
sclves to such a point as would warrant the Lord in
placing them for ever with Christ in his kingdom,
but that Jehovah in the exercise of his loving-kindness
will grant to the faithful such high position because
of their unswerving devotion and complete faithful-
ness to him. Now the remnant begins to have a keener
appreciation of the words of Paul, who wrote: ‘O
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out! For who hath known
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsel-
lor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again ? For of him, and through
him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory
for ever. Amen.’”’—Rom. 11: 33-36.

121 The remnant must now be perfected in love;
which means that all selfishness and desire for self-
exaltation must be put aside, and the chief purpose
and motive of the remnant must be to magnify the
name of the Most High. The love of the remnant for
God is proven by the fact that in this day when
Christ is in his temple for judgment these have bold-
ness in delivering the testimony committed to them,
and their delight is to proclaim the doings of Jehovah
amongst the people and to make mention that his
name is exalted. When in all the time of the history
of the church has there been the real fiery and joyful
campaign carried on to the honor and glory of God
as just at the present time? What has induced frail
women and men to brave the storms and travel the
rough roads with sore feet and yet with joyful hearts?
Truly it is to have a part in the vindication of God’s
word and name. These have entered into the joy of
the Lord. The deeper these faithful ones look into
CGod’s storehouse of riches and wisdom and loving-
kindness, the greater their zeal.

12 The truths which God has revealed to his faithful
ones since 1918 have made them strong in the Lord,
and with the confidence of a wild ox as he enters a
combat they go forward in the Lord’s work. As long
as these faithful ones have breath in their human
organisms they will continue to fearlessly herald far
and wide the praises of Jchovah God. The zeal of
these is not induced by some expected personal glory,
but because the Most High has revealed to them in
the past few years truths of himself more marvelous
than they ever dreamed the Bible contained. And th
end is not yet. Therefore night and morning and all T
the time they say: ‘It is good to give thanks unto
Jehovah and to make melody to the praise of the P
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name of the Most High.” The service rendered by
these faithful ones during the past twelve months is
further proof of this. With one accord these now
sing: ‘‘For thou hast made me glad, Jehovah, by thy
doings, in the works of thy hands will 1 ring out my
joy. How great have grown thy works, Jehovah! how
very deep have been laid thy purposes.’’—Ps. 92: 4, 5,
Roth.
FOOLISH

13 Then the psalmist draws a sharp contrast be-
tween the faithful and those who have been induced
by a selfish motive to call upon the name of the Lord.
In verse six it is written: ‘‘ A brutish man knoweth
not; neither doth a fool understand this.”” (Vs. 6,
A.V.) Surely these words of the propheey cannot be
understood as referring to the heathen nations or
the people who never knew God. Primarily the words
of the psalmist refer to the Israelites, who were in
a covenant with God, some of whom had become
brutish and acted as fools do.

1 Tn Psalm 94:8 it is written: ‘‘Understand, ye
brutish among the people; and ye fools, when will ye
be wise?’’ These words were addressed to the Israel-
ites, and apply to the professed Christians of the
present time and to those who have not been faithful
to their covenant. A brutish man is one that is stupid,
selfish and earnally minded. Paul speaks of such who
are brought to a knowledge of the truth and prob-
ably he bad this Psalm in mind when he wrote: ‘‘For
they that are after the flesh do mind the things of
the flesh ; but they that are after the spirit, the things
of the spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but
to be spiritually minded is life and peace: because the
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not sub-
jeet to the law of God, neither indecd can be.”’—
Rom. 8:5-T7.

15 A fool is one void of common sense (and is some-
times called a “fathead’’) who foolishly goes con-
trary to God’s law. He refuses reproof and thinks it
smart to hide his hatred with lying lips. ‘‘He that
hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a
slander, is a fool.”” (Prov. 10:18) He is a perverse
creature, morally bad.

16 The prophet is here addressing a class of persons
who have been the recipients of God’s favor and have
received a knowledge of the truth, in a measure, at
least, and who should know better than to take the
course they are taking. Since the coming of the Lord
to his temple and the gathering of the people of God
unto himself and enlightening them there has come
to light a certain class claiming to be in the truth
and of the people of God and yet who slander and
speak wicked things against those who are in the
covenant with God. ‘‘Thou sittest and speakest against
thy brother ; thou slanderest thine own mother’s son.”’
(Ps. 50:20) Carnally minded and stupid, some of
these have refused to see the truth as the Lord has
given it to his people at this time. Because they are
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brutish or stupid and are moved by selfishness they
do not understand what has been brought forth from
the Lord’s storchouse during the past few years;
while those who are devoted to God and who are un-
selfishly serving him greatly rejoice because the Lord
has made Revelation understandable.

3 Those who oppose the Society and its work do
not understand and cannot appreciate these wonder-
ful truths; and being thus brutish or stupid or foolish,
they put themselves in opposition. As one translator
renders this text, ‘‘A man that is brutish cannot get
to know, and a dullard cannot understand this.’”’
(Roth.) The leaders amongst those who oppose the
Lord’s work now carried on have become brutish,
and others foolishly follow these blind leaders, and
none of them understand the truth. Those who have
once had a measure of the truth and then oppose the
work the Lord is doing by the Society become entirely
blind to the truth that God is giving his people at the
present time. Continuing in that course such are the
enemies of God, because no one can knowingly oppose
the work of the Lord without being opposed to the
Lord himself. In the day of Jesus on earth there was
a union of those who opposed him and who together'
connived at his death, There are many things coming
to pass at the present time to indicate that the op-
posers of the work of the Lord are trying to unite
and will unite in their efforts to destroy (God’s mes-
sage and his work on the earth. They will not suceeed.

18 Verse seven of the Psalm plainly tells of the
Lord’s judgment upon his enemies. Through the cen-
turies past wicked men have gone on praectically un-
hindered. There is a fixed period of time within which
God permits such without interference. That time has
come to an end and the workers of iniquity will be
cleared out. Of this the psalmist speaks in these
words: ‘“When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish, it is that
they shall be destroyed for ever.’”” (Vs, 7, A.V.) This
seems clearly to foretell a combination of wicked men,
and their organization, which Satan will use against
God’s people and against his work. In the past the
servants of the Lord have been ill-used and suffered
much at the hands of some wicked men, but accord-
ing to the psalmist there comes a time when many
workers of iniquity are agreed upon one thing and
that thing is the opposition to the work of God’s peo-
ple on earth.

1 Just at the present God through Christ is sending
out the message of the kingdom as never before, The
clergy as a unit are opposing this work and using all
their power in an attempt to stop it. Those who have
once had some truth and who now oppose find aid
and allies in the clergy and the principal of their
flock. As Judas made an alliance with the clergy it
is to be expected that the ‘‘evil servant’’ elass or T
‘“‘man of sin’’ may do likewise. (o)

* But these things do not at all disturb those who P
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love and serve God. The knowledge which the faith-
ful remnant now have, by the grace of God, that they
are the Lord’s anointed, and that he has gathered
them together unto himself, and that they are in the
secret place of the Most High, and under the special
care of Jehovah, and that for their benefit he makes
clear many scriptures heretofore not understood, gives
new courage and strength to all such. The fact that
the experiences of the remnant fit the prophecy is
proof that the prophecy has reference to them. When
the physical facts appear clearly before the remnant,
then it can be truly said: ‘This is what was spoken
by the prophet of God.” They see the lawless increas-
ing and the workers of iniquity blossoming, and at
the same time they see the Lord’s special protection
for the faithful. Add to this the further testimony of
Paul, who declared that whatsoever was written afore-
time was written for the comfort of the true followers
of Christ, and these prophecies afford further assur-
ance to the people of God that he will furnish all the
needed protection for them.

31 Therefore, instead of their being discouraged or
even disturbed by the arising of the enemy like the
grass in the springtime, God’s prophet speaks for
them words of confidence and all the faithful with one
accord sing: ‘‘But thou art on high to the ages, O
Jehovah! For lo! thine enemies, Jehovah, for lo!
thine enemies shall perish, scattered abroad shall be
all the workers of iniquity. But thou wilt uplift, like
those of a wild ox, my horn, I am anointed with firesh
0il.”’—Vss. 8-10, Roth.

ANOINTED WITH FRESH OIL

22 Much is written in the Seriptures concerning
anointing, and it appears that there are two specific
things to which the word “anointing’’ applies. First,
when God selects a servant and assigns him to an
office and to perform a specific work, God anoints
such servant. Such is an authoritative designation to
office. The anointing with oil is symbolie thereof. The
anointing carries with it the authority to act in God’s
name. Examples of this are found in the anointing of
Aaron to priestly service in the tabernacle and in the
anointing of Christ, the great exccutive officer of
Jehovah.—Isa. 61: 1,2,

23 (2) There is an anointing mentioned in the Serip-
tures that means refreshment, and it is this latfer
anointing that is mentioned in Psalm 92:10. Such
anointing gives refreshment and a greater ability to
scrve the Lord. It means the lifting up and encourag-
ing of the servant by the Lord to go forward with
renewed zeal. Bearing upon this point James wrote
concerning those who are sick and discouraged: ‘‘Is
any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the
chureh; and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be for-
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given him,”’ (Jas. 5:14,15) The Lord thus uses faith-
ful men in the church to aid and comfort others and
to lift them up by thus refreshing them with a clearer
understanding and appreciation of the truth.

24 In like manner the prophet wrote, in Psalm 23:5:
‘‘Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.”’ This anointing does not refer to
the anointing to office, but it does indirectly show that
such one has previously been ancinted to office or
service and is now being refreshed that he might more
efficiently perform the duties of serviece in the office
to which he has been appointed.

25 Now let the remnant apply the facts to the proph-
ecy and see how well they fit. After Christ came to the
temple of God he found a class of men and women
who had been faithful over a few things (which were
all the things they knew to do) and yet they were
discouraged. Upon examination and approval he in-
vited these to be refreshed and to ‘enter into the joy
of the Lord’. They then had a clearer vision of God’s
purposes and were refreshed and entered joyfully
into his service. Then later, particularly after 1922
and forward, God’s people discerned that while they
had not been pleasing to the Lord in the past, his
displeasure was now turned away from them, and
this greatly refreshed and comforted them. (Isa.
12:1) Then the Lord began to open to the faithful
ones a clearer vision of his purposes, and by this all
such were refreshed and lifted up. From that time
forward the organization of God’s people on earth
continued to increase in strength and in activity. He
opened new avenues of service, and the faithful en-
tered thereinto with joy. By his flashes of light the
Lord gradually opened to the eclearer view of his
people at the time the beauties of his wonderful ar-
rangement.

*¢ The purposes of Jehovah became clearer as the
days advanced. No man was or is entitled to any
credit therefor, and no one was given eredit therefor
by God’s true children, but each and every one of
them recognized that all received was graciously given
by Jehovah God, and to him they gave all honor and
praise. One needs only to refer to the many letters
from zealously appreciative children of God which
have been published in recent months in The Watch
Tower to see the continuous and increasing joy of
those who love and serve the Lord God. With each
unfolding of divine prophecy there has come to this
faithful company new refreshing showers of blessings,
and these have brought joy.

37 It is true to the fulfilment of Peter’s words, when
he said: ““Times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord.”’” These showers of refreshing
blessings have fallen copiously upon the Lord’s peo- A

ple since the coming of the Lord to his temple, While T
the opposition has continued to grow and the wicked o

have been active in opposing the work of the Lord, P



Apnir, 15, 1931

Jehovah has eontinued to load down his table for his
people with precious good things. Therefore the faith-
ful ‘‘servant’’ class gives expression of appreciation
in these words: ‘‘Thou preparest a table before me
in the prescnce of mine enemies; thou ancintest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over,”’—Ps. 23:5.

8 At the present time the remnant of God on earth,
and none other, are united in faith, hope and joyful
service. These have continuous refreshment from the
Lord and may be sure that the Lord will continue to
keep his people refreshed and in full vigor for his
witness work. It is not numbers that gives strength;
therefore the enemy may inecrease in numbers while
those of the faithful decrease in numbers, but the
latter will grow stronger in the Lord. The strength
is in the Lord and he wiil accomplish his purpose and
he will eontinue to provide all needed strength and
give refreshment in abundance to his people who love
and serve him.

% God has his own channel or means of carrying
forward his purposes, and will make known his truth
to his people as it is due to be understood. The con-
tinued revealment of his will comes to his anointed
through his chosen channel and it may properly be
likened unto a continuous flow of cool and refreshing
waters. The more apt illustration is that of refreshing
oil poured upon the head. It is Jehovah through Christ
Jesus who thus comforts his anointed and who gives
the refreshing libation. Such blessings he gives to those
who love him and who joyfully serve his righteous
cause. For a like reason he said to his beloved Son:
‘“Phou lovest righteousnecss, and hatest wickedness;
therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows.”” (Ps. 45:7) The
‘‘servant’’ class has already received a like anoint-
ing or refreshment because it is a part of the ‘servant
in whom Jehovah delights’ and for whom he shows
his special care.

%0 Note that the text says, ‘T am anointed with fresh
oil’’; meaning that God has given his servants some
new refreshing blessing and which is a token of the
love and care Jehovah has and excreises toward his
faithful people. The ‘‘servant’’ class is God’s special
choice, and none can have this favor without receiving
the anointing to an official place in his organization.
It is therefore the anointed class that in time of need
continuously receives the anointing with fresh oil
that makes glad the heart; that is to say, this class is
specially cared for and refreshed by the Lord himself.
Engaged in the joyful service of God and his kingdom
these know that opposition eannot hinder that work,
but that God’s work will continue to go forward until
it is finally completed and until he has accomplished
his purposes through Christ. So the remnant now say,
‘As a wild ox confidently lifts his head and enters the
fray, feeling strength in the power of his horns, so
pow with full faith and confidence the faithful con-
tinue to press the battle to the gate and know that
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victory shall be the result beecause their strength is in
the Lord and nothing can defeat his power.” The
Devil’s organization eannot stop such an army, be-
cause the Lord Jesus Christ is leading and Jehovah’s
banner of love and unlimited power is over the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ and the servants are marching on to complete
victory.
THE FOES

81 According to the Authorized Version, verse eleven
reads: ‘‘Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine
enemies; and mine ears shall hear my desire of the
wicked that rise up against me.”’ This cannot mean a
malicious desire of any of the anointed to have a per-
sonal spleen satisfied against the enemy. His desire
is to see God’s enemies destroyed, and he properly
prays therefor, that God’s name might be completely
vindicated; and he sees this desire accomplished, be-
cause Jehovah has said to him: ‘‘Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold, and see the reward of the
wicked.”’ (Ps. 91: 8) The faithful shall see the victory
and know that it comes from the Lord. According to
another rendering of the text it reads: ‘“And mine
eye shall gaze on my watchful foes, of them that rise
up against me as evil-doers mine ears shall hear,’’
(Ps. 92:11, Roth.) And it is even so this day.

82 Upon every side the faithful remnant see the
foes of the truth working in opposition to the Lord;
and their activity in no wise disturbs the faithful,
because the remnant fully appreciate the fact that
if they have set their love upon Jehovah, God will
shield and protect them from all harm. He gives to
them the full assurance in his Word that he will pre-
serve all them that love him. Undisturbed they there-
fore gaze upon their watehful foes and continue to
hold fast their own integrity toward God and move
forward in the work which the Lord God has assigned
to them, delivering the testimony of Jesus Christ with
joy and gladness. The remnant is refreshed and lifted
up by the reassuring words spoken by Jehovah
through his prophet:

3 “‘Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my
refuge, even the BMost High, thy habitation, there
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.”’—Ps. 91:9.11.

3¢ The bitter opposition against the faithful ‘‘serv-
ant’’ class in the fleld of joyful work will doubtless
continue and inerease, But let no one of the faithful
be discouraged because of the slanderous speech of
evildoers, God’s prophet says: ‘‘Mine ears shall hear
thee’’; and to the faithful this is sufficicnt. If some
member of the remnant is a special target of these
slanderous darts of the eyvildoers, in all probability
the one against whom the darts are directed is faith-
fully and fearlessly discharging his duty in giving
the testimony and this draws the fire upon him. Let
this be a cause of encouragement and refreshment
rather than otherwise,

o
P
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FURTHER ASSURANCE

85 The palm tree grows straight up regardless of
all hindrance. It puts forth its bud and in due time
it bears fruit. The cedar trees of Lebanon grow
strong and sturdy and are symbolic of everlasting
life. So shall it be with the righteous, says the psalm-
ist, *“The righteous like the palm-tree shall bud, like
a cedar in Lebanon become great.’’ (Vs. 12, Roth.)
These faithful ones have been taken out of the king-
dom of darkness of this world and transplanted into
the kingdom of God’s dear Son, and each one who
abides there must bring forth fruit. So says the
psalmist concerning God’s chosen ones: ‘‘Trans-
planted into the house of Jehovah, in the courts of
our God shall they shew buds. Still shall they bear
fruit in old age, full of sap and of bloom shall they
be.”’—Vss. 13, 14, Roth.

8¢ The tree does not produce the fruit that it holds
forth, neither do the anointed of God produce the
fruit that they bear or hold forth. The fruit symboli-
cally represents the refreshing and life-sustaining
truths which God has provided for those who love
him, It is his fruit, and not the fruit of any creature,
but each one receiving his approval must bear or
carry this fruit of the kingdom to others who desire
to hear and to know the truth, The prophet’s words
‘‘old age’’ mean that when the fight is completed,
and when the enemy is driven from the earth, then
the fruit-bearers will be in full vigor and in the bloom
of youth and strength and will continue to give praise
to the name of the great Jehovah God. As the sturdy
cedars of Lebanon stand as symbols of everlasting
life and wave their arms with joy to the glory of the
Creator, so shall the faithful remnant ever stand
forth as monuments of integrity and sing with joy
the praise of the great faithful and eternal God. Of
these the psalmist says: ‘‘Full of sap [representing
vigor] and of bloom [representing life] shall they
be: [and shall continue] to declare that upright is
Jehovah, [that he is] my Rock with no injustice in
him.’’ These are the people taken out for his name’s
sake and who will show forth his praises.

87 Now the remnant know that Jehovah God has
become King, because he has taken up and is exercis-
ing his power and authority by and through his be-
loved Son Christ Jesus. The day of iniquity must
now come to an end, because God has dcclared as
much. Satan’s organization must now be cleared out
from the universe that righteousness may fill its place.
The peoples of earth suffer and groan in pain and
anguish, not knowing the rcason therefor. Satan and
his elergy and their allics eontinue with all diligenee
to keep the people in darkness.

8 The faithful remnant are the only ones under the
sun that sece and appreciate the entire situation and
know how God will bring about relief to the people
and how he will honor and vindicate his own great
name, It is the blessed privilege of such to continue
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to make known the greatness of his works and the
manifestation of his loving-kindness. God has com-
mitted to the remnant the obligation to give this testi-
mony, and the remnant must be faithful in so doing.
For their aid and comfort Jehovah now continues to
give the remnant ‘refreshing oil’, that oil which sym-
bolically means that he continues to refresh them by
showing them new beauties and greater wonders, as
sct forth in his Word.

¥ Knowing that the time is at hand when the name
and word of the great Jehovah will be vindicated,
the remnant stand forth and together joyfully sing:
‘“‘Jehovah hath become king; in majesty hath he
clothed himself, Jehovah hath clothed himself, with
strength hath he girded himself; surely he hath ad-
justed the world, it shall not be shaken. Established
is thy throne from of old, from age-past time art
thou. The streams have lifted up, O Jehovah, the
streams have lifted up their voice, the streams lift
up their crashing; beyond the voices of many waters,
more majestic than the breakers of the sea, majestic
on high is Jehovah. Thy testimonies are confirmed
with might, to thy house befitting is holiness, O Je-
hovah! to length of days.”’—Ps. 93, Roth.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

{ 1-3. For what occasion were the words of Psalm 92:1-4
written? Point cut some of the many things which God’s
people now see and enjoy, the appreciation of which leads
them to sing forth Jehovah’a praise.

T 4-7. According to the tenor and apparent setting of this
Psalm, when does it apply? To whom, and to what
situation?

7 8-10. As to circumstance and time of its application, what
is indicated in verse 5% Show how the facts support such
conclusion. Quote the words of Paul which express the
enlarged and increasing appreciation of Jehovah and his
purposes by his people at this time,

1 11, 12. What does it mean to be *‘perfected in love’’f How
is love for God made manifest?

¥ 13-17. Explain and apply verse 6.

T 18-21. Identify the ¢‘wicked’’ and the ‘‘workers of iniqui-
ty?’?, referred to in verse 7. How do the activities of the
opposers affect the faithful remnant?

% 22-25. Explain and illustrate the two senses in which the
term ‘‘ancinting’’ is used in the Secriptures. In verifica:
tion thereof, show how the facts fit the prophecy.

1 26-29. How and to whom are the words of Peter regarding
¢‘times of refreshing’’, and those of David in Psalm
23: 5, being fulfilled? Why to them? For what purpose?

9 30. Just what is meant by the statement, ‘I am anointed
with fresh oil’’?

T 31, 32. Point out the fulfilment of verse 1l1.

9 33, 34. What may the faithful expect as to further opposi-
tion? Quote some of the acriptures recorded for their
assurance and encouragement.

7 35, 36. How shall the righteous ‘bud like the palm tree’t
How ¢‘like a cedar of Lebanon become great’’f What is
meant by their ‘bearing fruit in old age’ and their being
¢full of sap and of bloom’t

¥ 37-39. Describe the present situation, and the position of
the faithful remnant in relation thereto, which emphasize
their privilege snd obligation at this time. What will be

their course of action, and what the nature and purpose (Q

of the song they sing?

T
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ORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENTS

monarch or potentate or king. Adam, the first

man, was not a king, but he was the son of the
great God; and Adam was therefore a prince. He
was given dominion over all the earthly works of
God’s hand, but the title of king was not bestowed
upon Adam. That title is properly applied to one
having rulership over his fellow creatures. Adam was
not given rulership over his fellows. Prior to the
flood no one is designated in the Scriptures by the
title of King.

God permitted man to choose his own course. Satan
and his emissaries corrupted almost all the people of
earth, and at the time of the flood the wickedness of
man was great in the earth and every imagination of
his heart was only evil continually. The one exception
at that time was Noah and the immediate members
of his household, according to the record in Genesis
6, verses 1 to 10.

In the tenth chapter of Genesis we read that after
the flood the people who dwelt on the plains of Shinar
were organized into a city or government, and over
them Nimrod was made king. That was the beginning
of earthly governments. The name of that kingdom or
government was Babylon. It was the organization of
men into a form of government created and built up
in defiance of God, and upon it God showed his disap-
proval. Read of this, if you will, in Genesis 11, the
first nine verses,

This alone proves that the invisible ruler of that
kingdom or government was Satan the Devil, and
that Satan is the one who inspired its organization.

Satan put Nimrod before the people as one greater
than Jehovah God; and he was hailed by the people
as ‘‘Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Lord’’.
This proves that Jehovah was named among the peo-
ple, but he was named in derision and was counted
less than Nimrod.

Under the supervision and direction of Satan, Nim-
rod, in defiance of the law of God’s covenant, slew
animals and defiled the earth with their blood and
thereby gained for himself a great name, A record
of this is found in Genesis 9, verses 3 to 5.

Doubtless Satan saw to it that the people were
made acquainted with the fact that Nimrod was going
in a way contrary to God’s covenant and that God
‘could not prevent him’ from so doing. Nimrod was
therefore given a name greater than that of Jehovah;
hence he is called ‘‘the mighty hunter before the
Lord”’. The word ‘‘before’ in this sentence has the
meaning of ‘‘superior to’’.

Nimrod’s fame was such that he was made king.
That was the beginning of kingdoms or governments
on earth with Satan as the invisible overlord. The
record in Genesis 14, verses 1 to 9, shows that the
spirit of rulership then began to grow in the minds of
men, and other companies of people were organized

STRICTLY speaking, a prince is the son of a

into ecities or governments, each having a king. That
Satan the Devil was the invisible overlord of those
governments is made plain by the fact that the people
indulged in devil worship. They worshiped the Devil
and the fallen angels and objects set up by the
wicked one,

Early in the history of man following the flood
the government of Egypt was organized. The influ-
ence and power of that nation grew until it dominated
the other kingdoms of the earth. Egypt was the first
world power; that is to say, it was the first earthly
government that exercised superior power over all
the other governments of the earth.

The invisible ruler of Egypt was Satan, and Egypt
was therefore his organization. This is made certain
by the fact that the government did not recognize and
serve Jehovah God. When the king was in trouble he
called upon magicians to aid him, as we read in
Genesis 41: 8,

God showed his favor to the Egyptians through his
servant Joseph, and at that time the king was kind
to Joseph. The government of Egypt did not recog-
nize and worship Jehovah as God. When Joseph was
dead there arose another king over Egypt, who knew
not Joseph nor served God. The Egyptians oppressed
those who claimed to serve God. When God sent
Moses to make request of the king of Egypt that the
Israelites be permitted to depart, the king of Egypt
said to him: ‘“Who is the Lord [Jehovah], that I
should obey his wvoice?’’ (Ex. 5:2) This alone is
proof conclusive that Egypt was under the invisible
influence and control of Satan the Devil and that it
was Satan’s organization.

Then God slew all the first-born of the Egyptians
and destroyed Egypt’s army. This is further proof
that the government of Egypt was Satan’s govern-
meat. In fact, Egypt, being the first world power,
sywmbolically stands for the Devil’s organization
through all the ages,

Assyria was a nation or government which grew
until it became a dominant world power. It followed
second in order. Satan was the invisible god or ruling
power over that nation. The king and others of the
government worshiped Nisroch, an idol set up as
tLe representative of the Devil.

The king of Assyria reproached and openly defied
Almighty God. He brought a great army and sta-
tioned it before the walls of Jerusalem and threatened
the Jews beeause they worshiped und served Jehovah
God and because they would not pledge allegiance
unto the Assyrian king. Then God slew the Assyrian
ermy. The record in Second Kings, 19th chapter, is
interesting. A part of it reads: ‘‘It came to pass that

night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote A

in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourseore
and five thousand {one hundred cighty-five thousand]; T

and when they arose early in the morning, behold, O
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they were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of
Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt
at Nineveh. And it ecame to pass, as he was worship-
ping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adram-
melech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the
sword.”’

This is also proof that the Assyrian government
was not Jehovah’s government but was set up as
Satan’s organization and existed under his super-
vision and control.

Babylon, although being the first government or-
ganized by Satan, was not the first world power. It
was third in the list of world powers. That Babylon
was set up as Satan’s government from its inception
is shown from the Scriptures; that it continued to
be Satan’s organization, over which he was the in-
visible overlord, is further shown by the facts that
the king of Babylon worshiped images and compelled
the people to do so, as stated in Daniel 3, verses 1
to 6. In the fifth chapter of Daniel we read that
Belshazzar the king of Babylon reproached God and
worshiped the Devil and devil images.

Then followed the world power of Medo-Persia,
which also had for its invisible overlord or ruler Sa-
tan the Devil, who was assisted by his aides the
wicked spirits.

The next world power in order of time was Greece,
the invisible overlord and ruler of which was Satan
the Devil. The people ignored Jehovah God and wor-
shiped images and many false gods, of which Satan
the Devil was the chief. In Acts 17:16 it is written
that while Paul the apostle waited in Athens for
some of his friends, ‘‘his spirit was stirred in him,
when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.’’
Athens was, of course, the capital city of the Gre-
cian empire.

Then followed the government or world power of
Rome, which was an idolatrous government, the in-
visible god or overlord of which was Satan the Devil.
Rome was the power that dominated the nations of
the earth when Jesus the Son of God was on earth.
It was at that time that Satan laid claim to rulership
of all the kingdoms of earth, and that claim Jesus
did not dispute. Furthermore, Jesus referred to Sa-
tan as the ‘‘ruler of this world”’, according to the
record in John 12:31, and John 14:30.

In corroboration of this, Paul wrote under inspira-
tion and said that Satan is the god (invisible ruler)
of the nations and kingdoms of this world. This is
found in Second Corinthians 4:3, 4.

In all of these world powers, nations and govern-
ments, there appear three distinetive elements as the
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visible rulers or representatives of the invisible over-
lord. These three are the commercial, the political,
and the religious classes. The controllers of commerce,
who hold the greater amount of material wealth,
claim and enjoy special privileges, They exercise a
controlling influence. Their love for money is greater
than their love for righteousness and justice. They
have been at all times exceedingly selfish.

Active men must be provided to conduect the affairs
of government. These have been designated by the
title of professional politicians or statesmen. They
have at all times yielded to the power and influence
of the holders of wealth and have become the rep-
resentatives of the classes rather than of the people.

Man is so constituted that he will worship; and
Satan, knowing this, has at all times seen to it that
a state religion or formalistic worship was established
amongst the people. The leaders in the religious sys-
tem have been known as priests or clergymen. They
being the weaker, the stronger power has seen to it
that the religious element has kept in step with the
commercial power; and even many religionists that
started to follow in the way of righteousness yielded
to the influence of Satan, exercised through the hold-
ers of greater material wealth, and have fallen easy
preys of the Devil’s government.

Therefore it is truthfully written, in First Timothy
6:10, ‘“The love of moncy is the root of all evil;
which while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.’’ That such things proceed from Satan the
Devil is further made manifest by the admonition
given to the lover of righteousness, in these words:
““‘But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, pa-
tience, meekness.”’

What was true in the days of Jesus and Paul is
true of and concerning all governments of this world.
Satan has been the invisible overlord or ruler of all
of such governments.

Had Jehovah God, by exercising his supreme power,
supervised and controlled the governments of the
world, those governments would have been adminis-
tered wisely, justly, and in righteousness, and unself-
ishly for the benefit of the people. The faet that the
history of all of these world governments shows that
great injustices have been practiced against the people,
that the governments have not been wisely adminis-
tered, that special favors have been shown to a few
while the major portion have been downtrodden and
oppressed, proves that the invisible ruler of these
nations has been Satan the wicked one.

THE KINGDOM and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose
kingdom 13 an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers shall serve and obey Mm.
Daniel,
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REBELLION, HYPOCRISY, AND FAITHFULNESS TO GOD

S THERE a personal Devil? and who created
I him$ These have always been much mooted ques-

tions. The Bible alone answers them truthfully and
satisfactorily. It tells us that one of God’s earliest
creations was a perfect and holy cherub named Lu-
cifer, which name means, according to the Hebrew,
“‘bright-shining one.’’ Hence the Scriptures also call
him “‘son of the morning’’ and ‘‘morning star’’.
When Jehovah God placed the perfect man Adam
and his wife Eve in the garden of Eden, he appointed
Lucifer to be in charge of the garden and all its
occupants, human and animal. Lucifer saw the op-
portunity to use his position of power and authority
selfishly, and rebelled against God and then tempted
Adam and Eve into rebellion against their God and
Creator. God forthwith sentenced Adam to death and
ushered him out of the garden of Eden. He also pro-
nounced the doom of the rebellious Lucifer but for
certain wise reasons did not at onece kill him.

No longer did God permit his creature Lucifer to
go by the name which signified a ‘‘bright-shining
one’’. His name was changed from Lucifer, and he
was thereafter known by the four names, to wit:
Satan, which means adversary or opponent; Devil,
which means slanderer; Serpent, which means de-
ceiver; and Dragon, which means devourer. He has
been defiant and arrogant, and has opposed God ever
since the time of Eden. He has slandered God’s holy
name and brought reproach upon him and upon every-
one who sought to do the Lord’s will. He has used
every possible means to deceive the people and turn
their minds away from God. He has sought to devour
or destroy everyone who has faithfully tried to obey
God’s holy will.

This archenemy has had many emissaries on earth
who have paraded themselves in the name of the Lord
and as the Lord’s representatives, Amongst these were
the clergy of Jesus’ time, and to them and of them
he said: ‘‘Ye are of your father the devil, and the
lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, be-
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father of it.”’

The rebellion did not stop with that of Lucifer and
man. In heaven there was a host of angels, many of
whom afterward rebelled. The children of Adam in-
creased. The women were beautiful in form and fair
to look upon. The angels saw that men and women
cohabited and children resulted. It was the will of
God that the angels should remain on the spirit plane
and that they should not leave their estate or life on
the spirit plane and mingle with human creatures
and cohabit with women. But many of these angels,
misled and seduced by Satan the Devil, joined in the
rebellion against God, as it is written: ‘“And it came
to pass , . . that the sons of God saw the daughters

of men that they were fair; and they took them wives
of all which they chose. There were gaints in the
earth in those days; and also after that, when the
sons.of God came in unto the daughters of men, and
they bare children to them, the same became mighty
men, which were of old, men of renown. And God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually.”’-Gen. 6: 1, 2, 4, 5.

In due time these rebellious ones who kept not their
first estate were imprisoned, as is stated in Jude,
verse six, and Second Peter, chapter two, verse four.
Many other angels of heaven joined Satan in his re-
bellion, and for centuries these have been serving
with him and following his wicked course of reproach-
ing God and oppressing men. (Dan. 10:13; Eph.
6:12; 1 Ki. 22:22) The Scriptures declare that in
God’s due time all these wicked angels who joined
the rebellion with Satan shall be destroyed.

What terrible havoe this rebellion wrought! The
great, beautiful and wonderful Luecifer, now degraded
and covered with perfidy, becomes the very embodi-
ment of wickedness. Many of the pure and holy
angels of heaven, once enjoying the smile of the great
Jehovah God and the fellowship of the faithful Logos,
turned to wickedness; and in due time they are to
be destroyed. Adam, once pure, holy, perfect, strong
and vigorous, was driven from the perfect Eden into
the unfinished earth. His offspring have ever since
been compelled to earn their bread in the sweat of
their faces and to suffer disease and sickness; and
eventually in sorrow they go down to the grave. Above
all, man was deprived of sweet communion with the
mighty eternal God. All these centuries man has been
in bondage to sin and death, groaning and travailing
under his burdens, desiring, begging and praying that
some time and in some way he might be delivered.

Early God began the operation of his marvelous
arrangement for the deliverance of man and for his
restoration. Exercising his power in exaet harmony
with justice, wisdom and love God has been working
out his great purpose to this end. Now the time has
come for the peoples of earth to begin to get a clearer
vision of God’s great provision for salvation and to
learn how and when he will bring about man’s com-
plete deliverance.

Much of the Bible is written in symbolic language
and could not be understood until God’s purpose had
progressed in course of its fulfilment, and, at that,
not until God’s ‘“due time’’.

The serpent is used as a symbol of Satan the enemy,
and those who yield willingly to the influence of the
Devil and support his cause are called ‘the sced of
the serpent’. ““Woman’’ is used as a symbol of the
righteous organization of Jehovah God; and those
who love righteousness and hate iniquity and who
strive to follow in the righteous way are spoken of as
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‘the seed of the woman’. When God pronounced judg-
ment at the time of the rebellion he said to the Ser-
pent, the Devil: ‘I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.”’ (Gen. 3:15) From that very day forward Sa-
tan the Devil has opposed God and fought against
everyone who has diligently tried to serve Jehovah,
By resorting to ridicule and mockery Satan has de-
lighted to reproach God in every possible way. Of
course God could have imprisoned or destroyed the
Devil; but his Word discloses that it has been the
purpose of Jehovah to let this wicked one come to
the full in wrongdoing, before he executes his final
judgment against the Devil.

About two hundred and fifty years after the ex-
pulsion of Adam from Eden, Enos the grandson of
Adam was born. By that time, so far as the Bible dis-
closes, every one of the human race followed the course
of wickedness. The Bible record does not indicate that
between Abel and Enoch there was even one good
man who loved God and rigbteousness. This warrants
the conclusion that all were under the control of Sa-
tan, the wicked one. That being true, Satan must
have thought that he had succeeded in having all
men to worship him, in turning away all men from
God; and that therefore by mockery and hypocrisy
he would reproach God forever. It was in the days
of Enos that hypocrisy began to be manifest for the
first time, and that was in connection with religious
worship. According to the marginal reading of the
Bible in Genesis four, verse twenty-six, it is written:
‘‘“Then began men to call themselves by the name of
the Lord.’”’ It seems quite clear that this was a scheme
of Satan to have men call themselves by the name of
the Lord and yet to pursue a course in opposition to
God, thereby to ridicule God and hold up his name
to scorn, These men were tools of Satan the Devil
and were therefore hypocrites.

This discloses a scheme of Satan which he has ever
followed since; namely, to have in his system of gov-
ernment an organized religion by which means he
could deceive the people and ridicule Jehovah God.
This is mentioned here because it discloses the fixed
policy on the part of the Devil to use religion as a
part of his deceptive and fraudulent schemes. Evi-
dently he does this because he knows men are so
constituted that they will worship something; and if
he is unable to induce them to worship himself direct-
ly he will cause them to worship something else or
to ridicule God at any cost. It is to be observed that
Satan has many such schemes in vogue now on the
earth, causing the people to worship anything ex-
cept the true and living God.

A few generations later Enoch was born. He was
the seventh generation from Adam. Of course Adam
was wicked, because he had violated God’s law and
continued in the wicked course. Aside from Abel
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everyone from Adam to Enoch was evidently wicked.
The human race was going the road of eorruption
and wickedness. Enoch was the exception. He believed
in Jehovah God. He believed that some day God would
reward all those who would obey him. Satan the Devil
had been so active that the peoples of earth by that
time even doubted the existence of Jehovah God. It
was necessary for Enoch to exercise faith that God
actually exists. This was necessary in order for him
to please (God. Hebrews, chapter eleven, verse six,
reads: ‘‘Without faith it is impossible to please him
[God] ; for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligent-
ly seek him.’” That he pleased God is shown by the
statement in Genesis, chapter five, verse twenty-four:
“And Enoch walked with God; and he was not; for
God took him.”’ To the same effect Paul testifies in
Hebrews, chapter eleven, verse five, saying: ‘‘By
faith Enoch was translated that he should not see
death; and was not found, because God had trans-
lated him ; for before his translation he had this testi-
mony, that he pleased God.”’

Enoch, because of his faith in God, was an out-
standing figure amongst all the men of earth. He
was a witness on the earth for God. Surely he was
known amongst the other men and known by the
fact that he believed on God and served him while
all others were against the Lord. Such faith under
such adverse conditions was pleasing to God, and God
rewarded that faith by translating Enoch. In those
days it was usual for men to live upward of eight
hundred years. Enoch lived three hundred and sixty-
five years and then God took him away. No one saw
him go, no one buried him, and no one knew where
he went. Satan the Devil had the power of death,
and without doubt would have killed Enoch had not
God prevented him from so doing. God has the power
of death, of course; but he did not put Enoch to
death for any wrongful act on Enoch’s part. Nor did
Enoch die because of sickness, the result of the in-
heritance from Adam, his grandfather. The Devil had
nothing to do with puiting Enoch to death. He was
a young man compared with other men of his day.
While in the vigor of youth, and while he walled
with God and joyfully conformed himself to God's
righteous law, the Lord manifested his pleasure in
the faith of Enoch by taking him suddenly away from
earth’s wicked scenes, putting him peacefully to
sleep without his having to pass through the bitter
waters of a violent or agonizing death.

It seems reasonable that Enoch never saw anyone
die; because Paul testifies that Enoch did not see
death. The apostle, after mentioning a number of
faithful ones, including Enoch, says, in Hebrews,
chapter eleven, verse thirteen: ‘“These all died in
faith.”’ It follows, of course, that Enoch was not
taken away to live on some other planet, but that
God took him quietly and suddenly, putting him to
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sleep without pain or anguish and without fear of the
terrible monster death. Here God began to indicate
that at some time he would destroy death and deliver
all those who have faith in him from all their enemies,
including the enemy death. This is clearly stated in
First Corinthians, chapter fifteen, verses twenty-five
and twenty-six.

It is recorded that Enoch prophesied that in some
future time the Lord would come with a mighty host
of saintly angels and execute judgment upon the
ungodly. Jude, verses fourteen and fifteen, records
this., Of course Enoch would give utterance to this
prophecy in the presence of other men, and they in
turn would mock and jeer and taunt him, and the
Devil would use every power at his command to de-
stroy Enoch. But the Lord Jehovah held his hand
over Enoch. According to this scripture it seems quite
evident that God had told Enoch, or by some means
put it into Enoch’s mind, that some time in the
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future he was going to send his mighty Representa-
tive to execute judgment upon all the enemies of God
and to deliver the people from bondage. The spirit
of the Lord moved upon the mind of Enoch and
caused him thus to prophesy, because his heart was
right toward God. This was the first prophecy of a
coming Deliverer,

Thus by these two men, Enos and Enoch, are made
manifest hypoerisy, a detestable thing in the sight of
God, and true faith, which is pleasing to God. Hypoe-
risy, the fruit of wickedness, is from the Devil ; faith
is a gift from God. Thus God early made manifest
his rule, from which he will never deviate, that those
who have faith in him and walk with him in the way
of righteousness and in obedience to his command
shall be rewarded by deliverance from the enemy and
be given the blessings of life. The goodness and mercy
of the Lord endure forever. His loving-kindness is
marked by his every act.

PROPHETIC

HE power of the almighty God, Jehovah, created

I the animal life of our earth. He was the One
who gave life to these animal ereatures, and he

has the sovereign right to decree when and under
what conditions the lives of such creatures shaill be
taken away. Worldly-wise men overlock this great
truth when they sneeringly say that Jehovah is a
bloody God because he ordained the sacrifice of bulls
and sheep and goats and birds by the Jewish nation.
Such men manifest a dense ignorance of the purpose
of Jehovah God in establishing such sacrifices in Old
Testament times. A brief examination and study of
God’s purposes in ordering and approving such offer-
ings of creature life will be very helpful at this time.

Jehovah gave respect to the sacrifice of animals.
The offering of animals as sacrifices prophetically
pointed to what God would require for the release
of man from bondage. Abel and Cain each brought
an offering for sacrifice unto the Lord. The saerifice
of Abel was the firstling of his floek, and God had
respect to that sacrifice. The act of giving respect
to that sacrifice by Jehovah must have prophetically
pointed to what would be required for man’s release
from bondage, because two thousand five hundred
years thercafter God commanded the Israelites or
Jews to make a similar sacrifice.

On this point compare the two seriptures, Genesis,
chapter four, verse four, and Numbers, chapter
eighteen, verse seventeen.

The sacrifice of Cain was not acceptable unto the
Lord. The reason is now apparent to the careful
student, to wit, that Cain’s sacrifice was only the
fruit of the ground and did not require the giving
up of life; whereas the sacrifice that Abel brought

SACRIFICES

required the shedding of blood. Hebrews, chapter
eleven, verse four, states: ‘““By faith Abel offered un-
to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.’’ This
does not mean that God took pleasure in the slaying
of animals. It does mean that it prophetically pointed
forward to the time when God would accept & life
as a substitute for the life which Adam had forfeited,
and that such life would be the price of redemption.

There is no Scriptural evidence that men in early
times had any knowledge of the real purpose of sacri-
fice, but faithful men learned that the sacrifice of life
had respect by Jehovah and that this had something
to do with man’s future blessing. Their faith in God
was pleasing to him. By receiving such sacrifice the
Lord was making propheey. Jehovah had no real
pleasure or satisfaction in the sacrifice of animals,
but such was his method of prophesying concerning
his purpose of providing redemption for man. In his
due time he would reveal to the faithful ones the mean-
ing thereof, and thereby their faith and confidence in
him would be made strong, Hebrews, chapter eleven,
verse six, declares: ‘‘But without faith it is impossi-
ble to please [God]: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seck him.’’ That men had sueh faith
in Jehovah God is proven by what followed.

When Noah came out of the ark he slew animals
and offered them in sacrifice unto God, and the Lord
had respeet to such sacrifices. (Gen. 8:20) That time
was far removed from the time of Eden, but undoubt-
edly the sacrifice offered by Noah was a remembrance
of sin and of the necessity for a substitute for the T
sinners ; hence the sacrifice was a prophctic act.

Abraham was justified by faith and he manifested P
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his faith in God by offering up animals in sacrifice.
This he did as soon as he reached the land of Canaan,
(Gen. 12:7) It is not to be understood that Abraham
knew God’s arrangement for redemption, but he had
faith in God that whatever God did was right; and
God directed Abraham’s action, and his sacrifice of
ammals unto God was a silent propheey pointing to
something better in the future. Then God subsequent-
ly directed Abraham in making a sacrifice that spoke
with prophetic eloquence of the great sacrifice to be
made in the future for man’s redemption.

God commanded Abraham to take his only son
Isaac, whom he loved, and offer him for a burnt offer-
ing. The account of this is found in Genesis, chapter
twenty-two, verses one to nineteen. Abraham pro-
ceeded to do as he was commanded; and when he
had gone to the very point of slaying his only beloved
son, God stayed his hand. Tmmediately Jehovah pro-
vided an animal for sacrifice in the place of Isaac.
By the acts there performed a great prophecy had
been uttered with just as much force as if the son
had been actually killed. Here was not only a proph-
ecy of what God would require as the price for man’s
redemption, but an interpretation of the meaning of
the sacrifice of animals, It showed that the sacrifice
of animals was merely a prophetic picture saying in
substance that in some future day there must be a
sacrifice of life that will furnish the great cost price
for the redemption of man, and that that life must
be a substitute for Adam and must therefore be a
perfect life.

In that prophetic picture Abraham represented
God, while Isaae, Abraham’s only son, represented
God’s only beloved Son Christ Jesus. Offering up his
only son was a great cost to Abraham and propheti-
cally said: Jehovah God is the Redeemer of man by
reason of the fact that he makes provision for redemp-
tion, and that provision is made with great cost to
Jehovah, There was nothing in what Abraham did in
connection with the sacrifice to interpret the prophetic
picture. But today the student of the Seriptures can
well see that God did thereby foretell how the Re-
deemer would be found and provided, and that in
order to be the redeemer of man such Redeemer must
die sacrificially.

When God was about to deliver his people from
the bondage of Egypt, which bondage represcnted
the bondage of mankind to their oppressor, the enemy
Satan, he caused the Israclites to offer a male lamb
without blemish. Its blood was sprinkled over the
doorpost of each residence, and where that blood was
sprinkled the first-borns were proteeted from death.
The Passover lamb was sacrificed, and then Moses,
as the active deliverer, led the Israelites out of bond-
age. Read the record of this in Exodus, chapter
twelve. Primarily the slain lamb stood for Moses,
who could not die and still lead the Israclites out;
and therefore the lamb prophetically foretold the
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Greater than Moses and the One whom Moses rep-
resented, and that He should die as a sacrifice,

When God gave the Israclites his law at Mount
Sinai he provided for the sacred tabernacle and pre.
scribed the ceremonies to be performed in the use
therecof. The description of this tabernacle, its fur-
nishings and its attendants, is found in the book of
Exodus, beginning with chapter twenty-five. The tenth
day of the seventh month of each year was the one
day of the year on which the Israelites were to afflict
themselves because of their shortcomings and trans-
gressions, That was their annual atonement day. On
that day animals must be slain and the priest must
take the blood of those animals and carry it into the
Most Holy or inner sanctuary of the tabernacle and
sprinkle the blood upon the mercy seat, that is, the
golden lid that covered the ark or box containing the
stone tablets on which were written the ten command-
ments of God’s covenant with the Israelites. First
the blood of the bullock, and then the blood of the
Lord’s goat, was thus sprinkled. That ceremony made
atonement for the sins of the people for the year.
Doubtless that is all the Jews could see about what
was done. They could rot understand the real mean-
ing of these sacrifices,

There again, however, a great prophecy was uttered.
That prophecy showed that one must be found to be
offered up as a sacrifice for mankind, and also showed
how atonement should be aceomplished. The court that
surrounded the tabernacle was the place where the
animals were slain, and represented the planet earth
where the great sacrifice must be made. The Most
Holy represented heaven itself, and there the blood
must be sprinkled ; this saying in effect that the great
redemptive price for the release of man must be paid
in heaven and that that price must be a life poured
out in sacrifice.

Jdehovah caused his chosen people, by their very
course of action, to utter prophecy relating to the
future, He showed that the Redeemer must also be
the Deliverer, Egypt was holding the Israelites in
restraint, with Pharaoh as the ruler thereof represent-
ing Satan and his organized power holding mankind
in restraint. Moses, strong in the Lord and in the
power of his might, delivered the Israelites, thereby
uttering a prophecy which said: ‘The day will come
when the Greater than Moses shall rise who will re-
deem and deliver the human race from the bondage
of the enemy.’ Likewise, in later Jewish history, King
David, in rescuing the Israelites from their enemies,
representatively prophesied that God would send a
Mighty One who would rescue the people and deliver
them from their enemies.

Then God caused men who were really devoted to
him to speak words of prophecy concerning the Re-
dcemer, It is not to be expected that those men would
understand the meaning of the words they uttered
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concerning the Redeemer, but they spoke or wrote as
the power of God moved them.

Job is one of the prominent characters of the Bible.
In his great suffering and tribulation Job represented,
among other things, humankind, suffering and desir-
ing to be delivered. Job first speaks of the goodness
of God and the insignificance of man, and how im-
posgible it is for imperfect man to bring himself into
harmony with his Creator. Then he adds these words:
‘‘There is no umpire [mediator] betwixt us that might
lay his hand upon us both.”’ (Job 9:33, R.V.) This
prophecy said in substance: There must be one to
go between God and man, which mediator God will
provide for the deliverance of man. Then Job gave
utterance to these prophetic words: ‘‘But I know that
my redeemer liveth, and as the Last over my dust
will he arise; and though after my skin is struck off
this followeth, yet apart from my flesh shall I see
God.”’—Job 19: 25, 26, Roth.

Jehovah caused his prophet Hosea, in chapter
thirteen, verse fourteen, to utter these words: ‘I will
ransom them from the power of the grave; I will
redeem them from death.’’ The word ‘‘redeem’’ in
this text means to buy back with a price, and the word
‘‘ransom’’ employed in the same text means to rescue,
make free and deliver. The prophecies, therefore,
mean that some day in his appointed way God would
buy back the right of man to life, and would buy this
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right with a price, and would rescue, deliver and set
men free from the power of death and the grave.

Relating to the same matter God caused his prophet
to write, in Psalm forty-nine, verses six to nine, these
words: ‘“They that trust in their wealth, and boast
themselves in the multitude of their riches; none of
them can by any means redeem [deliver and make
free] his brother, nor give to God a ransom [that is,
provide the covering or redemptive price] for him:
. « . that he should still live for ever, and not see
corruption.’’ Regardless of all the riches a man might
possess, he could not provide the price required to
make himself or his brother or the human family free.
God must make the provision. Then the propheey is
uttered that God will do that very thing for man,
Verses fourteen and fiftecen of the same Psalm go
on to say: “Like sheep they are laid in the grave;
death shall feed on them; and the upright-shall have
dominion over them in the morning ; and their beauty
shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. But
God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave:
for he shall receive me.”’

Thus the sacred Scriptures show the absolute need
of redemption if mankind is ever to be saved from
death and the grave and to live for ever. Thus, too,
the ancient animal sacrifices of God’s chosen and
faithful people become loaded with prophetic mean-
ing, and God’s reputation is cleared of all wrong
imputations.

LETTERS

PRIVILEGE TO HOLD FORTH TRUTH

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Qreetings in the name of our King and his kingdom. Have
wanted to drop you a few lines about the work that has brought
us 8o much joy right here in what was once considered ‘‘Im-
possible New York City’’.

This is the third winter that Sister Chrysomallis and I have
been wading through the factory districts with the blessed mes-
suge of God’s truth. We carry bookiets in about nineteen lan-
guages, and sometimes find people in one factory alone reading
six or eight languages. We sometimes wonder how we get in to
speak to the people while they are at work; and our only
answer i3 that the Lord opens the way. The Jewish managers
buy the Jewish books; and otherwise we are meeting many
oppressed of the people.

Those canvassing the financial districts and office buildings
bave to deal more with the oppressors. The radio folders quickly
identify the books where the people have radios, On entering
a building we use the elevator once by riding to the top floor.
We walk down, stopping on each floor. We generslly leave the
tenement districts for Sunday mornings, when the bread win-
ners are at home,

In the fall we were working on the river front, and had
the privilege of placing books with the employees on thirteen
ocean ships belonging to the White Star Line., On the other
side of our territory we could place books on the Bowery; and
in Chinatown we saw several spectacular Chinese funevals., How
wonderful to have the privilege of holding forth truth in such
darkness!

In endeavoring to reach those living in hotels and high-class
apartments we have been getting together a card file of names
taken from the election lists and from certain exchanges in the

phone books, and have had some success in calling on these
people personally.

Every effort brings its blessings, We get many blessings also
from the weekly service meeting. Praying God’s guidance and
stiength for his people, I remain

Your sister in his service,
PEARL ErLnis, Colporteur,

KINGDOM SERVICE MEAT AND DRINK
Desr BroTHER RUTUERFORD:

After reading each of the books as they came out I have
thought that I would like to write and express my deep ap-
preciation of them; but knowing how very busy you must be,
I have refrained from doing so until now, But after receiving
and reading ILaght I can’t keep silent any longer, I be-
heve this is the most comforting, encouraging and thrilling
book I have ever read. Surely the Lord has been leading and
guiding all the way and wiil continue to do so until Armaged-
don has been fought and we shall have the glorious privilege
of seeing our loving Father and his dear Son our Lord and
those holy angels tuce to face.

The witness woik grows more interesting ull the tume, as
we can 8ce the clergy losing their influcnce over the people and
the tide of Truth rising lmgher and higher.

Am not very strong physically, but am so thankful that I
can have the privilege of doing a little toward this great
work of vindicating the naome of Jehovah God. Surely this
is ‘‘the day which the Lord hath made [for the vindieativn
of his name] and we will rejoice and be glad in it’’. And
the kingdom service is indeed meat and drink to the faithful
ones. May tho Lord bless and keep you always, Pray for us.
With much Christian love and many thanks for the new books
and booklets, in which Brother Powell joins,

Youra in kingdom service and joy,
Mzs, G. C. PoweLL, Colporicur.
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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

1TI8 journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-
Yarly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
clusses by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadeasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sccets and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Viord of God, It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD created the earth for man and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinmers and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave hiy life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and présented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the hody of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham?’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.
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WATCHTOWER SERVICE WEEK

The Society regards the field service as of so great im-
portance that arrangements are made to close the factory
and the Bethel home for six days during the Service Week be-
ginning May 8 and ending May 17. It is hoped that the
brethren in every part of the country will give all the time
they possibly can to this Service Week.

BERLIN CONVENTION
The time of the convention at Berlin, Germany, has been
extended to include another day, May 30 to June 2, instead
of June 1 as announced in February 15 issue of The Watch
Tower.

CONVENTION

Let the brethren bear in mind the convention at Columbus,
July 24 to 30. This will no doubt be a convention of great
importance to the Lord’s people, and every one should make
an effort to be present, and participate in the scrvice. Remem-
ber that facilities for camping, and for obtaining food on
the grounds at the cheapest possible rate, are being made.
The Watch Tower does not wish to unduly influence anyone to
attend the convention, but believing it will be for the bless-
ing of all who do attend with a desire to glorify the Lord,
attention is called to it again, More details concerning the
convention will appear in other issues of The Watch Tower.

RADIO AND THE PRINTED WORD

All canvassing parties and all individuals who canvass should
mention the radio station in their vicinity that is broadcasting
the waTCHTOWER programs. This often proves a means of open-
ing the way to place the books in the hands of the people.
Have in mind the chief purpose of the radio is to eall the peo-
ple’s attention to the truth and then furmwsh the opportunity
for them to get a wider understanding of the message con-
cerning the government of Jehovah by reading what is being
printed,

Every one who now participates in the field work in territory
scrved by broadeasts of the WATCHTOWER program may have
a share in telling the people that this unique service is available
each week, Workers report that distribution of the radio folder
(supplied by the Society) is proving to be a convenient and effec-
tive method of giving continuel public notice of this program
while engaging in the house-tc-house witnessing.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance class service director’s name and address appear.)
Pueblo, Colo. May 15-17
John F. Suckle, 2515 Pine St. A
Milwaukee, Wis. May 15-17
H. H. Fink, 883 49th St.
Polish: M. Wierzchowski, 2254 8. 21st St.

(Continued on page 144)
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ENCOURAGING THE FAITHFUL

“Depart from cvil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not
his saints; they are preserved for ever; but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.”’—Ps. 37;: 27, 28,

EHOVAT provides the spiritual food for his peo-
j ple and feeds them upon that which is eonven-

ient, that is to say, upon that which builds them
up and malkes them strong in the Lord. Foreknowing
that the erisis wounld come at the end of the world
God has provided the greatest abundance of food for
his saints at that time. Wine symbolically represents
that which gladdens the heart. (Ps. 104:15) At the
feast Jesus provided and served the best wine at the
last. (John 2:10) It is even so now as Jchovah’s
great Servant Christ Jesus comes forth and serves
the anointed with that whieh makes the heart glad,
and thcy rejoice. An occasional morsel of food or
drink of refreshing wine is not sufficient. The remnant
find that it is neccssary to constantly feed upon the
provisions which God has so abundantly spread upon
his table. Thus doing they are encouraged and ener-
gized for continuous and joyful serviee to the honor
of Jehovah’s name.

2 Manifestly the thirty-seventh Psalm was written
for the eomfort and encouragement of God’s faithful
remnant at the time ‘‘when the wicked spring as the
grass’’. (Ps. 92:7) It is a time when the wicked would
crush and destroy the faithful, and such is God’s
opportunity to show himself strong in behalf of those
whose hearts are perfeet toward him. He repeatedly
gives assurance to the faithful that he will prescrve
all those who love him. They are thus encouraged to
continue in faithful obedience and complete devotion
to the Lord. This Psalm is a scries of cxhortations
to the faithful that they might keep themselves in the
love of God and econfidently trust in him for de-
liverance.

3 To be sure, God’s covenant people may know that
all his judgments are righteous and the righteous will
be favored with life, while the wicked will be cut off,
beeause the Lord has so stated; but such general ap-
plication of the thirty-seventh Psalm does not convey
the complete thought. It has a deeper meaning than
that. It is plain from its phrase that the purpose is
to inform God’s people that a time of judgment will
come upon all who profess to be in the covenant with
the Lord; that the wicked will be gathered out and

separated from the righteous and suffer destruetion;
and that the rightcous God will hold in the hollow
of his hand and bring them through to vietory and
exhibit them to his own glory and to the vindication
of his name,

¢ The Israelites under King David were God’s cove-
nant people, and among them there were evildoers
who not only vexed the righteous but sought their
hurt. The Psalm may be said to have a miniature
fulfilment with them. In the broader fulfilment upon
God’s covenant people, the spiritual Israclites, the
Psalm shows that the judgment comes upon all who
are in the covenant and who profess to accept the
truth, which God has revealed. Among these are found
some who not only take pleasure in things evil or
injurious to others, but seck to do harm to those who
remain faithful and true to God and to his kingdom
and who in obedience to the commandments are
earnestly endeavoring to preach this gospel of the
kingdom.

8 With natural Isracl God’s judgment would deter-
mine who would be cut off from the land which he
had given to them and who would be made free from
all harm and dwell in the promised land in safety.
With professed spiritual Isracl, which we may eall
the antitype, the judgment determines who are
worthy and who are unworthy, who would be for ever
separated from the Lord and who would inherit the
promises of God and receive them in fullness. Those
who would for ever have the favor of Jchovah are
represented by the ones who inherit and dwell in the
land, Those of spiritual Isracl rcalize the fulfilment
of God’s precious promises,

¢ The judgments of the Lord are now in the earth
because Christ is at the temple of Jehovah for judg-
ment and this judgment began at the house of God.
(Mal. 3:1-3; 1 Pet. 4:17; Ps. 11:4) That which is
foretold by the psalmist is now due for fulfilment
and the prophecy thereof is in course of fulfilment,
but not yet completely fulfilled. The Psalm is one of
judgment by the Lord. If the purpose of this judgA
ment is only to determine who are worthy of salva-T
tion and who will be sent into death and this wouldQ
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not be made known to any people while they are on
the earth, such would not be necessary. It seems clear,
however, from the Psalm that it teaches that when
God’s time arrives he will demonstrate or make known
who are the ones that shall inherit his promises and
this he will demonstraté to peoples of earth in the
vindication of his own name.

T When the crisis came upon Jesus he demonstrated
that he was the only faithful one, and therefore the
rightful One to inherit all that was promised to God’s
covenant people and all that the original and perfect
man was entitled to. It was his faithfulness that
merited and brought upon him Jehovah's great re-
ward. That fixes the rule of the Lord, namely, that
it is faithfulness that is pleasing to God and upon the
faithful he will bestow his favors. Therefore the pur-
pose of the judgment of the Psalm is to demonstrate
who are the faithful.

8 Who in all the earth today could be classed as the
ones that meet the divine requirements? The whole
world lies in the wicked one and is of his organization.
The clergy first had many opportunities of doing
God’s will and receiving his favor, but they have
proven unfaithful and have openly allied themselves
with the Devil. The great multitude class have been
and are negligent of their privileges and are there-
fore not wholly devoted to the Lord. There are those
who accepted the truth but did not receive the love
of the truth, but received it in selfish hearts, and
they have demonstrated their unworthiness. There-
fore there is none other on the earth aside from the
faithful remnant that could now possibly inherit the
promises of God.

® It necessarily follows, then, that since this Psalm
has its application at the time of judgment, it is the
‘faithful servant’ class, otherwise called the ‘‘rem-
nant’’, continuing in faithfulness and holiness of de-
votion to God, to whom the Lord speaks these words
of encouragement and comfort. Other seriptures fully
support the conclusion that before the final end God
will so clearly manifest his favor upon the faithful
remnant that this class will easily be discerned and
this will be a vindication of his name.

10Tt is not for any man to determine who is in that
faithful remnant class, aside from himself, but it docs
behoove every one who is now in line for the king-
dom to give full heed to the words of the Lord and
to be diligent at all times to keep himself in the love
of God, and to constantly manifest his love for God,
and to examine himself and prove himself, that he
may be sure of ultimatcly inheriting the precious
things promised. It follows, then, that the Psalm was
written for the benefit and ecomfort of God’s remnant
people.

11 The wicked are those who have professed to be
in the covenant with God, who have received a meas-
ure of truth of and coneerning his purpose of salva-
tion and establishment of his kingdom, and who then
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have proven unfaithful to God and to their covenant.
It is necessary for the full vindication of God’s name
that he destroy the wicked ; and the Scriptures abun-
dantly teach that these workers of lawlessness will be
destroyed before the eyes of the faithful remnant,
and this before Armageddon. (Ps. 91:8) Jehovah God
is faithful in the performance or exeeution of his
judgments even as he is faithful to all his good
promises.

12 The Psalm beging with an exhortation to those
who love God: ‘“Fret not thyself because of evil doers,
neither be thou envious against the workers of inig-
uity ; for they shall soon be cut down like the grass,
and wither as the grecn herb.”” (Ps. 37:1,2) The
faithful see the workers of iniquity prosper, but they
are told not to envy the wicked ones. It has been diffi-
cult for men to understand why God would permit
the workers of iniquity to prosper while at the same
time those devoted to him were in adversity.

133 A well known exegete, commenting upon this
Psalm, says: ‘““The lawless are often prosperous in
life, whereas the righteous are not infrequently called
to pass through adversity. How these facts can be
reconciled with the gracious equity of God, is a prob-
lem which in all ages has perplexed observant and
thoughtful minds; and many parts of Holy Scripture
are devoted to endeavours to solve the problem ; among
them, the book of Job and several psalms are con-
spicuous.’’—Page 178, Studics in the Psalms, Rother-
ham.

14 Others have improperly held that these adverse
conditions that come upon people are permitted by
Jehovah God in order to teach men the exceeding sinful-
ness of sin and enable them to learn righteousness and
develop a perfeet character. This problem is solved
only in God’s due time when he is pleased to show
to his people that the great question at issue is the
vindication of his word and name, and that for this
purpose he has refrained from destroying the wicked
ones earlier, and not for the purpose of teaching men
lessons. His revelation to his people of the under-
standing of the book of Job is conclusive proof upon
this point. In these last days God has shown his peo-
ple the hideous organization of Satan and advised
through his Word why he has kept his hands off and
let Satan go his limit in wickedness until his due
time to stop him. He has given his faithful pcople
a vision of his own great organization and how he will
use that in due time to destroy the wicked one and
all the workers of iniquity, and that the chief pur-
pose of the whole matter is the vindication of Je-
hovah’s word and name.

15 The evildoers are not necessarily all wicked, but
include all who do wrong, oppress and work injuryA

to others. The world is full of crime and wrongdoing. T

The ultrarich are prosperous and haughty, austere,
and oppress the poor, and the wicked and the clergy P
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tell the people that this unrighteous arrangement is
operating by divine right and authority. The pests
that destroy the erops of those who labor hard, the
clergy tell the people, are sent upon them by Jehovah
God; and thus the clergy misrepresent God and re-
proach his name and his Word. Many who do evil do
it more or less because of ignorance; whereas the
clergy should know better, and, having claimed to
serve God, and doing the contrary, they are wicked.
Those who love righteousness ecan do nothing to relieve
the people and restore them, but can only look on.
The lovers of righteousness would naturally be in-
elined to fret because of this evil and unhappy con-
dition. The Lord says to them: ‘Do not fret because
of these evildoers.’

16 Satan is the chief of evildoers and is the ultra-
wicked one. Satan has caused his representatives, the
elergy, to heap reproaches upon the name of Jehovah
by telling lies concerning him, Instead of these pests
and misfortunes and oppression befalling the people
because they do not faithfully support the religious
organizations, as the clergy teach, Satan the Devil
sends these evil things upon the people in order to
turn the people away from God. By the clergy he
induces the people to believe that God is responsible
therefor; and so believing, they do turn away from
Jehovah. Satan is the father of lies, and his children
are diligent in serving and practicing his wicked arts.
The Lord now assures the faithful that soon these
evildoers and workers of iniquity will be cut down
like the grass and that will be a vindication of his
word and name.

17 What is the great desire of the righteous? It is
to see Jehovah’s name exalted, his kingdom in full
sway, and his blessings of peace and prosperity be-
stowed upon the creatures of earth, to his glory. Can
men or organizations composed of men accomplish
this desired end? Certainly not, regardless of what
efforts are put forth. To fret about these unhappy
conditions does no good. The admonition of the Lord
is therefore given: ‘‘Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt
be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine heart.”” (Ps. 37:3,4)
Time is an important element here because in God’s
due time he will accomplish all of his purposes.

13In these last days the wicked have sprung up
like grass in the springtime and like the weeds that
flourish at that time. The evildoers and workers of
iniquity oppress God’s witnesses and interfere with
the wide distribution of the message of the kingdom.
The faithful are dragged before the eourts and caused
to linger behind prison bars. These faithful witnesses
are inclined to wonder why the Lord permits such evil
things to be done against his witnesses, and why they
cannot get on with the work of preaching the gospel
of the kingdom without being hindered by evildoers
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and lawless workers. To such the Lord says: ‘‘Commit
thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in him, and he shall
bring it to pass.”’ (Ps. 37:5) The sum of this admoni-
tion is, the faithful must trust implicitly in Jehovah
and do good, delight themselves in the Lord, com-
mit their ways to the Lord, trust in him, and he will
give them the desire of their heart and bring to pass
all that is for their good. He has promised that all
things shall work together for the good of his people
because they love him and are called according to
his purpose.—Rom. 8:28.

3? Tt appears quite clearly from the Seriptures that
when the wicked workers, acting in conjunction with
evildoers, think they have the Lord’s faithful people
in the bag, so to speak, and that their work is bloeked,
then the Liord will demonstrate his favor upon his
faithful by destroying the wicked. (Ps. 92:7) When
the wicked are destroyed, then the faithful will ap-
pear fully in the light and the Lord will exhibit them
as his approved ones, and his faithful representatives:
““And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the
light, and thy judgment as the noonday.”’—Ps. 37: 6.

20 In corroboration of this, Jesus said concerning
the workers of iniquity that they would first be gath-
ered out and destroyed and ‘‘Then shall the righteous
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father,
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”” (Matt.
13:41-43) Those who trust in the Lord, then, and
faithfully obey his commandments will be fully taken
carc of as he has promised.

2t God’s faithful people desire to see the wicked
works of the enemy of God and the enemies of God
destroyed because they reproach his name. However,
the Lord has not appointed any of his remnant to do
this work of destruction. That he has reserved for
himself by and through his duly appointed agents.
The business of the remnant is to sing the praises of
Jehovah with full eonfidenee at all times, and be
moved to do so by unselfishness; thus they show their
full faith in and love for God. To encourage them
in thus doing the Lord says: ‘‘Rest in the Lord, and
wait patiently for him; fret not thyself because of
him who prospereth in his way, because of the man
who bringeth wicked devices to pass. Cease from
anger, and forsake wrath ; fret not thyself in any wise
to do evil. For evil doers shall be cut off; but those
that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.’’
—Ps, 37:7-9.

22 This admonition to wait upon the Lord does not
mean that the remnant will be idle and doing noth-
ing, but means that these faithful ones rest in and
completely rely upon Jehovah and econtinue, in obe-
dience to his commandments, to do the things that
he has directed them to do. There is no reason to
fret because of those who work by wicked devices. T
To be angered with such is not the proper thing; but
with calmness to observe what the enemy is doing, P
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and then leave their punishment to the Lord. Ven-
geance belongs to Jchovah, and he will sce to the de-
struction of the wicked, including the ‘‘man of sin,
the son of perdition’’, (2 Thess. 2:8) Therefore the
one who fully trusts in the Lord God has no occasion
to fret or worry about what the evil ones can acecom-
plish or will accomplish.

23 ¢¢The man of sin’’ is made manifest after the
coming of the Lord to the temple of God and after
the Lord gathers together unto himself those whom
he approves as the ‘‘servant’’. It is but a short time
thereafter until the ecclesiastical part of Satan’s or-
ganization, including ‘‘the man of sin”’, will fall and
be destroyed; and this takes place before Armaged-
don. Hence the psalmist says to God’s faithful peo-
ple: ““For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not
be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and
it shall not be.”’ (Ps. 37:10) The field will then be
clear of this part of the enemy, and the faithful may
go on, but the evildoers will not be entirely destroyed
until every vestige of Satan’s organization is gone
down. Then it can be truly said that consideration
will be given to the place of the wicked and there
shall not be any. They will only be in the memory of
the righteous.

*¢ The meek are those who are teachable and who
see and understand the Word of God and delight to
obey the same, They believe not a lie, but they believe
and rejoice in the truth. They have received ‘‘the love
of the truth’’, and hence are of the remnant; and only
those who are of the remnant do receive the love of
the truth. God has given his promise that henceforth
no unelean thing shall dwell with them, and that the
rod of the wicked shall no longer rest upon their lot.
(Isa. 52:1) These faithful ones shall inherit the
promises of Jehovah and be for ever at peace. There-
fore says the psalmist: ‘‘But the meek shall inherit
the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abun-
dance of peace.”” (Ps. 37:11) The remnant now have
entered into this peace; and these do not use their
time or strength to fight against the enemy, but abide
together in peace and continue to joyfully tell of the
goodness of God and the blessings he will bring
through his kingdom.

2 The Devil, who is the chief amongst all the
wicked, leads his forces to hate those whom the Lord
approves. He is their leader in the conspiracy or plot
against ‘‘the remnant of her seed, which keep the
ecommandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ’’, (Rev. 12 17) Just as Haman prepared
a gallows upon which to hang Mordecai, so the wicked
class conspire to destroy the remnant of God who are
faithful in doing his service. The fate of the con-
spirators will be like that which came upon Haman.
This the Lord foretold by the words of the psalmist:
‘“The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnashcth
upon him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at
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him ; for he seeth that his day is coming. The wicked
have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow,
to cast down the poor and necdy, and to slay such
as be of upright conversation. Their sword shall enter
into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.’’
—DPs. 37:12-15,

26 Those who are of the remnant joyfully engage
in doing the work the Lord has committed to them,
and to all observers have scemed to have very little
and to be little or nothing. In the eyes of the encmy
they amount to nothing. As Haman boasted of his
own riches and his power and greatness, and this he
did immediately before his fall, even so the enemies
of God, who plot against the remnant of God, now
boast of their spiritual favors and riches and make
themselves believe that they are God’s favorites sit-
ting in heavenly places.

27Who, in faet, however, stand best before the
Lord? And the psalmist answers for the encourage-
ment and comfort of the remnant: ‘‘Better the little
of the rightecous man, than the abundance of the law-
less who are mighty ; for the arms of the lawless shall
be broken, but Jehovah is upholding the righteous.
Jehovah knoweth the days of the blameless, that their
inheritance unto times age-abiding shall continue.
They shall not be ashamed in the time of calamity
and in the days of famine shall they be filled. For
the lawless shall perish, and the foes of Jehovah be
like the glory of the meadows, they have vanished!
In smoke have they vanished!”’—DPs. 37:16-20, Roth.

28 Those who are wicked had once received some
truth, It was not their truth, but they borrowed it
from the Lord. God lent the truth to his ecreatures
that they might in turn pass it on to others, that his
name might be glorified. There is a class, however,
who hold to the truth they have received only for a
sclfish reason and who fail and refuse to carry the
message of God’s truth concerning his goodness and
his kingdom to others. These permit themselves to be
overreached by Satan, they refuse to mention Satan’s
organization or to take an active part against it, and
they fail and refuse to tell of God’s organization and
his goodness that will be bestowed upon the people
through his kingdom. Therefore says the psalmist:
“The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again; but
the righteous sheweth merey, and giveth. For such as
be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they
that be cursed of him shall be eut off.”’—Ps. 37: 21, 22.

23 Tt was Jesus who said that it is more blessed to
give than to receive. The man is blessed when he
receives the truth, but he is twice blessed when he
gives or passes that message of truth on to some other
hungry soul, and who is also in turn blessed, and
together they give praise to the name of Jehovah God.
Thus the faithful pay back what they have borrowed
from the Lord. This they can do only by faithfully
serving God and bearing his message or the fruits of P
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his kingdom to others and to advise others of his
wondrous works.

A GOOD MAN

80 ¢The steps of a good man are ordered by the
Lord; and he delighteth in his way.”” (Ps. 37:23)
This seripture has often been misapplied and mis-
used to the injury of the creature and to the dis-
honor of the Lord. Many have construed this text to
mean that if some are consecrated to the Lord, then
everything in their lives is ordered of the Lord; and
they justify themselves ‘because the Lord has so
ordered it’. Such borders on fatalism. It is not un-
usual to hear one who claims consecration saying:
‘It might appear that the course of action I took was
improper; but I know that I am conscientious in what
I do and have done, and, being consecrated to the
Lord, my course is guided by the Lord.” Such reason-
ing is foolishness. The conscience of the man is never
a safe and proper guide unless that conscience is
educated in harmony with and he acts according to
the Word of God.

31 One leans to his own desire to do a certain thing
and convinces himself that such is the proper course
for him to take, while at the same time he entirely
ignores the Word of God bearing upon the point un-
der consideration. To those who are devoted to him
the Lord gives this admonition: ‘‘Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths.”’—Prov. 3: 5, 6.

%2Tn the past it has been the practice of many
claiming consecration to attempt to regulate the affairs
of their brethren and to justify their own course of
action and to state: ‘I am entirely conscientious in
this matter, and therefore the Lord must have directed
me in the course I have taken.” If such a one had
trusted in the Lord and relied upon his Word he
would have taken a different course. To all of his
people the Lord says to ‘‘study to be quiet, and to do
your own business’’. ‘See that you suffer not as a
busybody in other men’s affairs.” (1 Thess, 4:11;
1 Pet. 4:15) Thus it is seen that the improper ap-
plication of the words of the psalmist concerning ‘‘the
good man’’ has led many into an improper position,

334¢The good man’’ does not refer to individuals
who take their own scparate way. ‘‘The good man’’
is the ‘faithful servant’ of the Lord, and here means
one man. It includes the faithful remnant, because
such form a part of ‘God’s clect servant’. An individ-
ual might be in that remnant or “‘servant’’ elass
today and by reason of unfaithfulness be out of it
tomorrow, but the remnant as such persists, and in-
cludes all those who go to make up the remnant.
Therefore this seripture conecerning ‘‘the good man’’
means God’s anointed people acting eolleetively as
his elect servant, and the ways of such are ordered
of the Lord. The ‘‘servant’’ does not pray to know
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what is the will of God, because he hears the ecom-
mandments of the Lord, knows them, and delights to
obey them, and therefore he knows God’s will eon-
cerning him. God has marked out the way for his
““servant’’, therefore the course of the ‘‘good man’’
(or ‘‘steps’’ of the ‘‘servant’’) is ordered by the
Lord, and the Lord does not make any mistakes or
miscaleulations. He states his rules marking out the
way for his servant, and these rules constitute the
statutes of the Lord; and the statutes of the Lord
are always right, (Ps. 19:8) The ‘“‘servant’’ delights
in the way that the Lord thus marks out for him.
The “servant’’ knows that it is the will of God that
he shall be active in declaring the kingdom by bear-
ing the fruits thereof to the people and giving the
testimony to the name of God. The ‘‘servant’’ proves
his delight therein by obeying the commandments
with a real joy.

% Thercfore, when we read, ‘‘The steps of a good
man are ordered of the Lord,’”’ it means the Lord
has ordered the way in which his ‘‘servant’’ shall
walk. That course of action must be right and perfect,
because the Lord has ordered it. Whether one is in
the covenant to do the Lord’s will is entirely a differ-
ent matter. If he does not perform the terms of his
covenant he is no part of the remnant and no part
of the ‘“good man’’. For this reason we can speak
with absolute certainty that the remnant is in the
right way and delights in that way because the Lord
has made the provision for his servant. Those who
oppose the work of the servant or remnant class are
therefore opposing God. If God has an organization
on earth through which he is doing his work, and the
servant or remnant is in that organization, then the
way that such is going must necessarily be the right
way. To be sure, individuals forming the organiza-
tion are imperfect; but the organization moves on
in the right way just the same,

% Those who oppose claim that this course takes
away their liberty. But there is no such a thing as
individual liberty when it comes to doing the work
of the Lord. He has just one way, and that is the
right way, and anyone who does not want to walk
in that way does violence to his own interests. The
lawless are therefore quickly gathered out by the
angel of the Lord. The individual ereatures making
up the remnant class make mistakes, but that does
not mean that the organization is wrong.

38 One recently wrote: ‘‘Because of what is appear-
ing in The Watch Tower I unhesitatingly sever my
connection with the Society.’”” Let us suppose that
The Watch Tower publishes something that is im-
proper. That would be no excuse or justification for
anyone who loves the Lord to leave his organization.
Concerning those who make up the ‘““servant’’ class
the Lord says: ‘‘Though he fall, he shall not be utter-
ly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his

o
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hand.”’ Evidently this means that there are stumbling-
blocks put in the way by the encmy and that those
who go to make up the remnant encounter these
stumbling-blocks and stumble, but they do not fall
down because God is holding them by the hand and
he lifts up his ‘‘servant’’ and the “scrvant’’ goes on
battling for the kingdom.

87 At the beginning the people that were taken out
for Jehovah’s name, when considered collectively, were
young, but now his people have come to the days of
mature age, beeause Christ has gathered his faithful
into the temple and these are made a part of the
“servant’’. In all the way God has made provision
for his people, and this should now give full assur-
ance to the remnant that Jehovah will continue to
supply them with an abundance of nourishing food.
Henee it is written: ‘I have been young, and now
am old; yet have I not scen the righteous forsaken,
nor his sced begging bread.’”” (Ps. 37:25) The Lord
makes all provision neccssary for his own. Those who
have wandercd away from the Lord’s organization
have no present-day bread upon which to feed, and
are therefore beggars ; but those who form the ‘faith-
ful servant’ elass are abundantly supplied with food
at the Lord’s hand. Continuing faithful to the Lord,
and therefore continuing as his ‘‘servant”’, be it
known that the supply of food will continue to be
abundant for such. These are always eager to give
to others, that they too may be blessed. Hence it is
said of the servant: ‘“He is ever merciful, and lend-
eth; and his seed is blessed.”’

38 Those who will gain everlasting life must do more
than merely have a mental belief in God and in his
Word. Their faith must be proven by their works or
course of action taken. Such works do not mean the
gelf-development of a character and at the same time
the ignoring of the commandments of the Lord to
bear the fruits of the kingdom. Even if man could
bring himself to absolute perfection, such would not
meet the requirements marked out by the Lord as to
who shall be of the kingdom.

# This is an evil world, ruled by Satan the wicked
one. His organization is entirely against God. Jeho-
vah has taken out a people for the purpose of being
his witnesses that he is the true God. These witnesses
must declare the day of vengeance against the evil
organization and point the pcople to the fact that
God’s organization is rightcous and will completely
vindieate his word and name and that such is the only
means of blessing the people. Therefore says the Lord:
“Depart from evil, and do good ; and dwell for ever-
more.’’ (Ps. 37:27) To ‘‘depart from evil’’ means to
forsake the Devil’s organization and to ‘‘do good’’
means to wholly devote oneself to the Lord. Those
who thus show their love for God he never forsakes,
but they shall inherit all the precious things that God
has promised.
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+° The mouth of the “‘servant’’ class, therefore, will
spcak the wisdom that comes from above, and his
tongue talks of the judgments written in the Word of
the Lord, and with him the law of God is right. It
is in his heart. Therefore it is written: ‘‘For the Lord
loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they
are prescrved for ever; but the seed of the wicked
shall be cut off. The rightcous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the right-
eous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judg-
ment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his
steps shall slide.”’—Ps. 37:28-31.

41 Bach member of the remnant must ‘cleanse him-
self from all filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit’,
and he must do much more than that. He must take
a positive stand against Satan’s organization and on
the side of Jehovah’s organization and joyfully obey
his commandments. There is no other way, because
that is God’s appointed way and it is right. No one
could depart from evil and at the same time put on
the soft pedal concerning Satan’s organization by
refusing to say anything about it.

42 The duty and obligation laid upon the remnant
is to tell the truth concerning the wicked one and
his organization, and the Lord will do the destroying.
To be vindictive and vicious in telling the truth would
be entirely improper. The truth must be told plainly,
honestly and fairly, and without malice. The remnant
fear not man, because fear leads into a snare. Their
fear is of God, because with such the fear of the Lord
is clean, and endures for ever. (Ps. 19:9) The ‘faith-
ful servant’ is direeted by the wisdom from Jchovah,
and such is the only one on earth thus directed at this
time. All of the ‘‘servant’’ class now have some part
in declaring his judgments. (Ps. 149:9) Because the
law of God is written in the heart of the remnant
“‘none of his steps shall slide’’. There will be no
skidding to wreck God’s organization. The Lord has
assigned his angels to safeguard the interest of his
people, and they will hold them up and protect them.
—Ps. 34:7.

3 The psalmist tells how the wicked watch the
progress of the ‘faithful servant’ class and conspire
for the destruction thereof. Wicked accusations are
brought against the ‘faithful servant’ and they make
the servant of the Lord appear to be very bad. Con-
cerning this it is written: ‘‘The wicked watcheth the
righteous, and sceketh to slay him. The Lord will not
leave him in his hand, nor eondemn him when he is
judged.”” (Ps. 37:32,33) The Lord will judge his
servant, and he must stand or fall to Jehovah, and to
none other. Then addressing his faithful ones Jehovah
says: ‘““Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he

shall exalt thee to inherit the land; when the wicked A

are cut off, thou shalt see it.”’—Ps, 37: 34.

“ Today the wicked are in power, and more power o)
may be exercised by the wicked against the righteous. P
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That an open attempt will be made to earry out the
conspiracy to destroy God’s faithful servant scems
certain from the Secriptures. Prophetically concern-
ing this the psalmist wrote: ‘‘I have seen the wicked
in great power, and spreading himself like a green
bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not;
yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.’’—
Ps. 37: 35, 36.

4 Those under the robe of righteousness and abid-
ing in the temple are counted as perfect. If they con-
tinue in this condition there is a future for them, and
that future is to be for ever with the Lord in life
and immortality. There is no future, however, for the
wicked, because he shall cease to be. God’s judgment
of destruction of the wicked is written. Only the
righteous shall abide forever. Therefore says the
prophet of the Lord: ‘‘Mark the blameless man and
behold the upright, for there is a hereafter for the
man of peace; but transgressors are to be destroyed
together, the hereafter of lawless men is to be cut
off.”’—Ps. 37: 37, 38, Roth.

¢ These assurances are now given for the encour-
agement of those who are serving God and who are
being persecuted by the enemy. Let the faithful serv-
ant therefore look up and lift up his head and con-
tinue to sing the praises of Jehovah.

7 Salvation to the spirit-begotten and anointed ean-
not come by reason of their inherent goodness and
by complete development of self-righteousness, All
such must be saved by the grace of God; and to as-
sure this they must continue to faithfully devote
themselves to God and to his serviee by joyfully obey-
ing his commandments.

48 Ag the days grow more strenuous and the fight
inereases with severity the servant looks to the Lord
and the Lord saves him from his enemies: ‘‘But the
salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; he is their
strength in the time of trouble. And the Lord shall
help them, and deliver them; he shall deliver them
from the wicked, and save them, because they trust
in him.’’ (Ps. 87:39,40) The Lord has made abun-
dant provision for his own and he will preserve all
them that love him.

# Let those who have the witness of the spirit that
they are God'’s children and in the covenant for the
kingdom, anointed and in the temple, always be of
good courage. The Lord knows the works of each one
and he is fully cognizant of the attempt of Satan and
his agents to destroy his faithful servant. Jehovah
has provided an abundance of encouragement for his
servant, and those who trust him implicitly and who
continue to show their love for him by faithfully
keeping his commandments he will preserve. In due
time the word and name of Jehovah God shall be
vindicated and then the servant will be for ever to
the glory of Jehovah the Most High.

The WATCH TOWER

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

§ 1. Jehovah has made what provision for the sustenance of
his peoplef Why in greatest abundance at the end of
the world?

T 2, 3. What is manifestly the purpose for which Psalm 37
was written?

Y 4-6. In a general way, (a) compare the situation in which
this Psalm had s miniature fulfilment with that to which
it has a broader application; and (b) point out the lesson
it teaches.

% 7, 8. How can we know the requirements for Jehovah’s
approvalf

7 9. For whom were the words of encouragement and comfort
in Psalm 37 written?

1 10,11. By what standard will it be determined who shall
inherit the blessings which God has promised? Who will
fail of such inheritance, and how will God deal with them?

T 12-14. What is the occasion for the exhortation with which
this Psalm begins? How may we properly account for
the general contrast of circumstance of the righteous with
that of the wicked?

1 15, 16. In point of respomsibility for wrongdoing, compare
the position of the eclergy with that of the people in
general. How have the people been so generally and so
far turned away from God? How will the reproach upon
the word and name of Jehovah be removed?

T 17, 18. Point out the lesson contained in verses 3 to 5 of
this Psalm,

T 19, 20. What is the probable situation in which verse 6
will be fulfilled?

T 21, 22, How will the remnant proceed in obedience to the
Lord’s instruction in verses 7 to 9%

7 23. When and how will that referred to in verse 10 be
brought to pass?

7 24, Who are the ‘“meek’’, of verse 111 What is meant by
their ‘inheriting the earth’ and ‘delighting themselves
in the abundance of peace’?

¥ 25-27. Taking the account of the procedure and experience
of Haman (Esther, chapters 5 to 7) and considering it
together with verses 12 to 20 of Psalm 37, what is the
lesson therein for the remnant?

T 28, 29. Apply verses 21 and 22 of this Psalm.

T 30-35. Identify the ‘‘good man’’ referred to in verse 23.
How are his steps ‘‘ordered by the Lord’’? How do the
Lord’s words of Proverbs 3: 5,6 serve as a guide to the
right course of action? What limitation does the Lord’s
Word put upon ¢individual conscience’ and ‘individual
liberty’t

1 36. How does verse 24 have application to the ‘‘servant’’{

§ 37, 38. Who has been ‘‘young’’, and how? How ‘now old’f
How ‘not forsaken, nor begging bread’? Iow ‘merciful,
and lending, and his seed blessed’? What does this def-
initely enjoin upon all who would be of the kingdom?

1 39-42. What course of procedure meets the requirements of
verse 27¢ Apply verses 28 to 31

q 43-45. Describe the situation mentioned in verses 32 and
35, in and for which the Lord has given to his ¢faithful
servant’ the assurance and encouragement of verses 33,
34, and 36 to 38.

7 46-49, For whom, then,

are these assurances given!? AccountA

particularly for their being given at this time. On what T

condition will those in Jehovah’s favor continue therecin 0

and receive his ultimate approvalf

P



THE SABBATH

S SALBATH observance a proper obligation of
people who live in so-called Christian lands to-
day?

This question has had many answers. Many have
answered according to their own selfish desire; others,
according to theories of men that have been handed
down from past generations.

Let us examine the Scriptures on the subject and
thus find the correct and trustworthy answer.

Among other provisions of the law given by God
to the Israelites was that which governed the sabbath
day. It was stated in these words of Exodus 20, verses
eight to eleven:

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh
day; . . . and hallowed it.”’

Another statement on the subject is recorded in
Exodus 31, verses fifteen to seventeen:

‘“Six days may work be done; but in the seventh
is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever
doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be
put to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall
keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout
their generations, for a perpetual eovenant. It is a
sign between me and the children of Israel for ever:
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and
on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.”’

Understanding the meaning of these scriptures
shows clearly an implied promise on the part of Je-
hovah to establish a righteous government among men.

Two extreme views have been taken and expressed
concerning the law of the sabbath day. One of these
erroneous views expressed by the clergymen is
summed up by one of their number in the following
words:

God claims the Sabbath for himself in a very unique, dis-
tinetive way as a day of rest and worship. He aguin and again
commands you to spend its hours in the conservation of your
spiritual power in the exercise of public and private worship.
To spend this holy day in pleasure or unnecessary secular
lzbor is to rob God. We have got to be careful how we take
the hours of the Sabbath for secular study or work, for God
will surely bring us to judgment concerning the matter. Church
attendance is a definite obligation, a debt which we owe to
God.

The other extreme and also erroneous view is stated
by one who knows not God and who ridicules and re-
proaches God because of the law of the sabbath. His
words show he is induced so to do by reason of the
clergy’s misrepresentation of God. After quoting the
law and the penalty attached for its wilful violation,
and reproaching God for inflicting the severe penalty
of death, the writer of the erroneous view says:

In spite of manifold texts like this there are persons who
protest that they love this bloody, barbarous, tribal God of
the Jews.

Satan has inspired both of these extreme and er-
roncous views. Satan would have the people believe
that the law as expressed to the Jews at Sinai applies
to all peoples of earth. The clergy, after quoting the
death penalty as set forth in the above law for a
violation of the sabbath day, teach the people that
the only way for them to escape the penalty for vio-
lation of the sabbath law and the only way to pay
their debt to God is to refrain from work on Sunday
and attend some man-made organization which these
men call the ““church’ and there listen to some self-
conceited man ‘‘utter vain knowledge, and fill his
belly with the east wind’’. (Job 15:2) The extreme
and erroneous view expressed by the eclergy produces
agnosties and infidels, and causes them to take the
other extreme view of the sabbath as just expressed.

In the first place, the sabbath day enjoined by
God’s law is not the Sunday now observed by the
nations of the world. The Jewish sabbath day was
the seventh day of the week and corresponds with
Saturday as shown in present-day calendars. There-
fore the clergy have the wrong day, even if they were
interpreting the law properly. In the second place,
the clergy are not properly applying the law. The
law never did apply to non-Jews; and when Christ
came and died upon the cross, he put an end to the
law, nailing it to the eross.-—~Col. 2:14.

The apostle refers to the Jewish sabbath day when
he says: ‘‘Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days.”” (Col. 2:16) With
Christians every day is the same, and what is wrong
to be done on one day is wrong to be done on any
other day; likewise that which is proper to do one
day is proper on other days.

The extreme view as expressed by the agnostics is
induced by Satan in order to turn the mind of men
away from God and to cause men to despise God.
Many men, possessing a high sense of justice, have
been turned away from God by the misrepresentation
of his law made by the elergy. Thus Satan uses both
classes to reproach Jehovah.

If it be known and borne in mind that what hap-
pened to the Jews in connection with the law cove-
nant was for the purpose of foreshadowing things
future to happen, and which things are to be under-
stood by those living at the end of the world, then
the whole matter becomes clarified. When the apostle
under inspiration writes that ‘the law was a shadow
of good things to come’ we may know that it had a
far different significance from that which is given by
either of the extreme views expressed a few minutes
ago.—Heb. 10: 1.

By establishing the sabbath day with his chosen
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establishing a government of righteousness for the
benefit of man and that that government would be
one of peace and rest.

God had finished his ereation of things pertaining
to the earth by the creation of man, and on the seventh
period called a day (but which periods of time were
each actually seven thousand years in duration, as
shown more fully in the book Creation) God rested
from his ereative works. That does not mean that
during the period of rest God would be idle or in-
active, but it means that God ceased from his crea-
tive work with the creation of man. During the
seventh day or period of time he would afford an
opportunity for his ereaturcs to prove their proper
appreciation of the Creator, and to prove this by
showing faithfulness and loyalty to God.

At the beginning of the seventh day or period of
time Lucifer rebelled and caused the rebellion of
man. God could have ended the rebellion there by
destroying Lucifer and man, but he chose to wait
for the full maturity of his purpose. God would now
teach the Jews of his purpose to restore man to him-
self and that this would take place at the end of the
seventh day; and therefore the seventh day is a day
of rest, or sabbath.

The word ‘‘sabbath’’ means rest. His immediate
purpose in giving the Jews this law was to establish
their belief or faith in him, so that they would know
that man’s relief can come only from God and would
come in his due time, and that they must by faith
wait for it.

By the law of his covenant with the Jews he said
in substance: ‘The seventh day of the week shall be
to you a day of rest; the seventh year shall be to
you & year of rest; the sabbath year, or cycle of seven
times seven, or the forty-ninth year, shall be a year
of rest to be followed on the fiftieth year by a jubilee.
At the jubilee year everything that any Jew has
lost must be restored to him.’—Lev. 25: 1-16.

God stated his purpose in establishing the sabbath
period when he said: ‘“Ye shall not therefore oppress
one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I am
the Lord your God. Wherefore ye shall do my statutes,
and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall
dwell in the land in safety.”’—Lev, 25:17, 18.

The emphasis must be laid upon the words stated:
I am the Lord your God.”’ God would have the Jews
know that he is the great Almighty One upon whom
man must depend for his blessings. They must know
that in order to receive the blessings they desire they
must completely separate themselves from Satan’s
rule. By keeping the sabbath they would show their
faith and confidence in God and would trust him.

By giving them the sabbath or rest period there
is a clearly implied promise on God’s part to give
rest and restoration to those who shall exercise com-
plete faith in him and that this he would do in his
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own good time. Paul says that the purpose was to
establish faith in God and that the Jews did not
profit by the law concerning the sabbath becausc of
their lack of faith or belief.

The statement of the law of the sabbath or rest
period should have been good news or gospel to the
dews, and had they trusted God it would have becn
good news or gospel to them, Paul says that this good
news God caused to be preached to the Jews, but that
the Jews did not profit thereby because they had not
faith. (Heb. 4:2) Had the Jews believed God and
obeyed him, they would by faith have scen a day
coming when God would bless them according to the
promise that he had made to Abraham; and thus
believing they would have rested in faith and patiently
waited for that time. Their father Abraham had such
faith, and rested in faith and rejoiced in the eoming
of that day and waited for it patiently. (Heb.
11:8-14) By keeping the sabbath day as commanded
the Jews would in substance have said: ‘Jehovah is
our great God and Ruler. We have absolute faith
and confidence in him; and we will show that faith
and confidence by obeying his law, which we can obey.
We have confidence that in his own due time he will
give his people complete rest and all the blessings that
he has promiscd.’

But why should God inflict the severe penalty of
death upon those who refuse to obey the sabbath day
law? This is the question the agnostie asks, and being
unable to see a reasonable cause he reproaches God.
He says it was so small a thing for which to receive
80 severe a penalty. He asks: ‘‘Was working on the
sabbath day so heinous a crime against one’s fellow
man that it would warrant death? The answer is, It
was not a heinous crime against their fellow man.
Their fellow man was not involved. It was a small
thing indeed to keep the sabbath day by refraining
from work, and therefore it could easily have been
kept by the Jews. It was a very small thing for God
to ask them to do. Likewise it was a small thing for
God to ask Adam and Eve not to eat certain fruit
in the garden of Eden. In both instances the wrong
lay in the fact that there was a wilful violation of
God’s law. It was the act of disobedience which con-
stituted the wrong. It was a violation of an agree-
ment the Jews had made with God in the covenant,
and therefore showed a lack of faith in God and lack
of loyalty to him.

If the Jews would not learn to trust God in small
things, how would they trust him in greater things?

The lesson that God would teach them was that
disobedience on the part of Lucifer and Adam had
brought trouble upon all; that willful disobedience
shows a disposition to go in the way of Satan the
Devil and to obey him rather than God; that those
who go in the way of Satan must ultimately suffer
death: and this he would teach them by inflicting the
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penalty of death for a willful violation of his law.
If God had required the Jews to do something they
could not do, and then put them to death for failing
to do it, that would appear more reprchensible than
requiring a small thing. When it is remembered that
the purpose of the law was to serve as a teacher for
the Jews, then it is readily to be seen that they must
be punished for a willful violation of it. The lesson
God was teaching the Jews was for their benefit and
through their experience for the benefit of all men.

The infliction of the death penalty was equivalent
to saying to the Jews: ‘If you follow Satan death
will be the result; if you obey me you will get life.’
No penalty therefore could have been proper except
the death penalty. Since the Jews and all other men
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were born into the world without a right to life, and
are therefore sinners, it was no injustice to them to
inflict the death penalty.—Rom., 5: 12.

When Jesus was on earth he emphasized the rule
when he said: ‘“This is life eternal . . . [to] know
thee, the only true God.’’ (John 17:3) Paul states
that the law covenant was given as a teacher to the
Jews and that obedience was the lesson of first im-
portance. (Gal. 3:24) This lesson they could learn
only by faith in God. The lesson of first importance
for all of God’s creatures to learn is that a willful
disobedience to God is to follow in the way of Satan
and die, and that faith in and obedience to God lead
to life.

IN THE DAYS OF NOAH

earthly stage of aetion man had lived, in-

dividually. speaking, for a period of more
than nine hundred years before he died. Seeing that
the wickedness of man had become great in the earth
and that all flesh had corrupted its way, God now
declared his purpose of limiting the duration of hu-
man life to a period of one hundred and twenty years.
In Genesis, chapter six, verse three, it is stated: ‘‘ And
the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with
man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be
an hundred and twenty years.”’ After Noah’s day the
prophet Moses lived to be exactly one hundred and
twenty years, which is proof that God had placed
this limitation upon the span of human life. (Deut.
31:2) The record of Deuteronomy, chapter thirty-
four, verse seven, reads: ‘‘And Moses was an hun-
dred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was
not dim, nor his natural forece abated.”’ After Moses
the Bible records no one living to exceed one hundred
and twenty years,

Amongst all the men of earth there was_ one, to
wit, Noah, who had faith in God and who remained
loyal to God against all opposition. He had held him-
self separate and free from the fallen angels, who
had become demons in human form. He resisted their
wicked influence, and notwithstanding their efforts or
attempts to take his life he stood firm for Jehovah
God. The text of Genesis, chapter six, verses eight to
ten, reads: ‘‘But Noah found grace in the cyes of
the Lord. These are the generations of Noah: Noah
was a just man and perfeet in his generations, and
Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”’

All the peoples of earth had gone from bad to
worse, and the earth was filled with violenee. The
righteous ard loving God now had one man on earth,
as his witness. All others, in defiance of God, had

UP TO the time that Noah appeared on the

become the dupes of the ultra-wicked Satan and the
enemies of God and righteousness. Therefore God de-
termined that he would destroy this wicked element
and start the human race afresh. To quote Genesis,
chapter six, verses eleven to thirteen: ‘‘The earth
also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled
with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, The
end of all flesh i3 come before me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them: and, behold, I will
destroy them with the earth.”’

Noah was a preacher of righteousness. The Apostle
Peter, in his second epistle, chapter two, verse five,
calls this fact to our attention. By this it is under-
stood that Noah boldly took his stand on the side of
the Lord God and proclaimed God’s righteousness.
In full faith and strength of the Lord he told others
that Jehovah had deecreed that all the wicked should
be destroyed. Noah’s preaching would furnish the
occasion for the devils, the fallen angels, who had
materialized in human form, under the leadership
of Satan, to mock, ridicule and defy the Almighty
God. Probably Satan promised his servants that some
day he would strike Noah dead with a bolt of fire,
He may have made many efforts against Noah, but
nothing deterred Noah from proving his faithfulness
to the Lord.

There is no evidence that Satan himself materialized
in human form, but rather that he directed and con-
trolled the affairs on earth while he was still invisible
to human eyes. There are many scriptures to show
also that there were associated with him many angels,
whom he-had seduced from the path of righteousness
and had caused to join his wicked organization, and
who did not materialize in human form and inter-
marry with the daughters of men, and who thercfore
did not leave their first estate as did these others.
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There was therefore an invisible and a visible part
of the world that then existed. By the term ‘‘world”’
is meant an organization of men into a form of gov-
ernment under the supervision of an invisible over-
lord. ‘““Heaven’’ symbolizes the invisible part of that
organization, while ‘‘earth’’ symbolizes or represents
the visible part of it. It will be noted that God had
said to Noah: ‘I will destroy all flesh, and I will de-
stroy them with the earth’; and again he said:
““Every thing that is in the earth shall die.”” (Gen.
6:13,17) The word ‘‘earth’’ is here used symbolical-
ly, and represents not only the living creatures on
earth but the visible part of the Devil’s then or-
ganized power.

Then God directed Noah to build an ark. He gave
him a complete statement of the dimensions and
specifications as to how to construct it. The specifica-
tions provided that the great boat or ark should be
four hundred and fifty feet long, seventy-five feet
broad and forty-five feet high. This ark was to be a
means of salvation for Noah and those whom he took
into the ark with him. In obedience to the Lord’s
command Noah proceeded to construct the ark accord-
ing to God’s specifications. His course of action in
going about the work of preparing the material and
building the ark constituted preaching. His actions
spoke louder than words. Since his course of action
was directed by the Righteous One above, he was
doing the right thing; and he was thereby a preacher
of righteousness to all who observed him.

In addition thereto, of course, it would be expected
that Noah would tell others of God’s purposes. By
his course of action and by his speech he condemned
the course of the world. Noah, by his speech and
action, served notice upon all those about him that
he had faith in God. He proved that faith by his
works, His preaching was a condemnation of God’s
opponents. His faith obtained for him the favor of
the Lord, by which he and his family were saved.
Testimony to this effeet is furnished in the eleventh
chapter of the book of Hebrews, verse seven, which
reads : ‘‘By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to
the saving of his house; by the which he condemned
the world, and became heir of the righteousness which
is by faith.”

What length of time was required to build the
ark the Seriptures do not definitely diselose, but it
must have occupied much less than one hundred years.
Noah was five hundred years old when he begot his
sons, and he was six hundred years old when he went
into the ark. (Gen. 5:32; 7:6) During all that time
Noah, the preacher of righteousness, would be the
objeet of scorn and ridicule by the wicked oncs of
earth, and by the devils in human form as well as
by the invisible devils. Sixteen hundred years under
the influence of Satan had completed the degeneration

The WATCH TOWER

141

of the human race. What an awful spectacle! What a
dreadful degradation! In mockery and in defiance of
Jehovah God the people resorted to all manner of
wickedness and violenee. The wicked ones encumbered
the earth and were fit only for destruetion. Qut of all
the people of earth only one man and his immediate
family had faith in God and, by the Lord’s graee,
had stemmed the tide of wickedness and were counted
righteous in the sight of the Lord.

Because of his faith God took Noah into his con-
fidence and told him of his purposes. To Noah he
said: ‘‘And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is
the breath of life, from under heaven; and every
thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will
I establish my covenant: and thou shalt come into
the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons’ wives, with thee. And of every living thing of
all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the
ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be
male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of
cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the
earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come
unto thee, to keep them alive.’’—Gen. 6: 17-20,

In obedience to God’s command Noah brought the
animals and the birds and the fowls and placed them
in the ark which his laborious efforts, spread over
many years, had prepared for the wonderful event
now about to happen. Then again the Lord spoke to
Noah; to quote from Genesis, chapter seven, verses
1,4,5: “And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou
and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen
righteous before me in this generation. For yet seven
days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty
days and forty nights; and every living substance
that I have made will I destroy from off the face of
the earth. And Noah did according unto all that the
Lord commanded him.’’

In the eyes of the wicked oncs Noah would appear
in a very ridiculous light. With his family and a
great herd of animals and numerous birds and flocks
he was now abiding in the mighty vessel built to ride
the waves, and yet never a drop of water had been
upon it. It stood free and clear upon dry land. For
years he had been preaching to the people of the
coming flood, and yet no tangible evidence of its com-
ing was given. With full faith and confidence in God
Noah entered the ark and waited upon the Lord. It
was his faith that was pleasing to the Lord. Now the
time was ecome when all should be permitted to see
whether they had taken a proper course by following
the Devil or whether Noah had taken the wise course
by trusting in Jehovah God. The great and cruciaEA
test had come! The end of the world was at hand!

And here we leave the subjeet, to give it further
consideration in another article.



SERVICE LEADERS AND REGIONAL SERVICE DIRECTORS

national Bible Students in the United States
have been asked to renew their requests for serv-
ice leaders for the ensuing year.

The Society is no longer sending out the service
leaders, except in a very limited way and at irreg-
ular intervals. Regional service directors, however,
gerve all the classes and sharpshooters in the United
States that are organized for service, at least once a
year.

All being members of one body, anointed to serve
the Lord, it is the desire of the Society to keep in
touch with all classes. To this end we request that the
class secretary bring this matter to the attention of
the class, and furnish us with the following informa-
tion, answering all questions if possible, and send the
answers to the Service Department. Isolated brethren
and sharpshooters are requested to do likewise.

Number each answer to correspond with the num-
ber of the question. Write plainly, and give the street
address where possible, as telegrams cannot be de-
livered to a post office box.

IN MAY of each year the classes of the Interna-

(a) State the number in your class who are in har-
mony with the Society and the work it is doing,

(b) Are weekly meetings held?
(c)
(d)

At what hours are Sunday meetings held ¥

Are conditions such that your class can enter-
tain a service leader or regional service director?

Is your class organized for service?

(e)
(f)

If not, would you like the assistance of a regional
service director to help you organize?

Give full name and street address of the class
secretary.

(g)

(h) Give name and address of another to whom we
could send notice.

(i) Give the name of your railway station.

(j) If in the eountry, state distance from station and
if the brother will be met,

GOOD HOPES FOR 1931-1932

Society is the preaching of the gospel of Mes-

siah’s kingdom. Every consecrated child of
God is privileged to participate in this work. Since
the organization of the Society the work during the
year has always been outlined in proportion as the
Lord provided the money through his consecrated
children. We continue to follow that example, as ap-
propriate in the chureh,

Each one who has been enlightened by the truth
appreciates the fact that this blessing came to him as
a gracious gift; and as he has a zeal for the Lord he
appreciates his privileges of using time, energy, and
money in telling the message to others. Some who are
doing as much house-to-house witness work as their
conditions allow are also Dblessed with some money
which they desire to use in the Lord’s service, to the
end that hungry souls which they eannot personally
reach might be fed upon the precious kingdom-gospel.

The custom of setting aside each weck so much to be
used in the Lord’s service has always proved benefi-
cial to the giver. A notice to the Socicty that you
hope to give so much, enables us to outline the work,
based upon what is expected.

Upon receipt of this issue of The Watch Tower
kindly write two cards, exactly alike, One of these
put aside for your own record of what you have prom-

THE work of the Wateh Tower Bible & Tract

ised ; the other send to us. Or, if you prefer, put it
in the form of a letter, keeping a copy of the letter
for your own convenience, We suggest that it be brief
and that nothing be written except the following:

By the Lord’s grace I hope to be able to give to his work
for spreading the gospel during the ensuing year the amount
of § - I will remit in such amounts and at
such times as I can find convenient, according as the Lord
prospers me. (Signature)

Kindly address this card to the

Warca Tower BiBLe & TrAcT SOCIETY,
Financial Department,
117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brethren residing outside of the United States
should write their respective offices in the countrics
where they reside, and remit their ‘“Good Hopes’’ to
such offices.

Of our own selves we can do nothing, but we are
assured that the prayers of the rightcous avail much,
Hence we ask the brethren to present us daily hefore
the thione of heavenly grace, that we may be given
wisdom and grace to use the money to the best ad

vantage in spreading the gospel to the Lord’s glory, T

and to do the work entrusted to us.
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LETTERS

GRATEFUL TO JEHOVAH
DEAR BROTHER RUTUERFORD;

Realizing that your time and energy are all devoted to
singing forth the honor and name of Jehovah, and also to
the constant admonition of the anointed to faithfulness, has
herctofore prevented me from writing to vou.

So grateful to our heavenly Father for the wonderful favor
and position that is mine as part of the messenger, I cannot
be content without an expression in this little way of grati-
tude to Jehovah and thanks for the many remembrances of
love that you have bestowed upon us in the ficld in the way
of books.

Life is wonderful; Prophecy, marvelous; it was a forceful
reminder of 2 Peter 1: 19, ‘‘the word of prophecy made more
sure to ws.”’ And now the coming of Light; the grandeur
cannot be expressed in mere words. Suffice it, however, to be
the summum bonum of what has been written; it lLifts one
to the nth degree.

The comments on the Pergamos experience of the church
are startling in this, that of the ‘citadel or Watch Tower’.
Ilow true! As is the compass to the mariner upon the rugged
gea, 80 The Watch Tower has been and is to the chureh in the
flesh a beacon light indeed!

The recent Towers, ‘‘The Holy Spirit’’ and ¢ The Man of
Sin’’, are ‘‘clear as crystal’’. I .wish to state at this point
I am whole-heartedly with you in the ‘‘love of the truth’’,
and am the more determined to ‘¢sing forth’’ Jehovah’s super-
eminent name in the preachment of the kingdom gospel, and
by his grace to always keep our telescope, or mind and re-
flector, whole being (new creature) so that Jehovah’s light-
nings might flash forth enlightening the world.

Assuring you, dear brother, of my warmest love and prayers
for those who are associated with you, I am

Your brother and fellow worker in Jehovah’s service,
CrAuDE ROBERTS, Pioneer Colporteur.

UNITED IN THE GREAT WORK

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Greetings in the name of our reigning King!

It is the unanimous and expressed desire of the Blaby ecclesia
to convey our heartfelt appreciation of the way in which Je-
hovah is leading his people in these days. A desire has been
felt for some time that a message be sent to you expressing our
Jove for you because of your zeal and devotion to the Lord
and his kingdom, which must be an incentive to the Lord’s
people everywhere. Our wish not to take up your valuable time,
however, is cutweighed by the urge to tell you how grateful
we are to Jehovah for your labors of love on behalf of his
people in the interests of the kingdom.

We are a village class, well organized for the Lord’s service,
having about 30 workers, as well as a fair number of others
who associate with us from time to time. We are all entirely
at one with the Society in the great work in which it is engaged
in witnessing to the nations and peoples of earth that the
kingdom of Jehovah is here, and that he will soon vindicate
his own glorious name before all creatures, afterwards bestow-
ing upon the human family the gift of life in all its fullness,
through the one whom he has placed upon s thronme as the
rightful King of earth, our beloved Master, Jesus.

We deeply appreciate the life-giving food which Jehovah is
sending to his people through The Watch Tower in these days,
and now, greatest of all, the books Light have further illumi-
nated the Word of God, making the books of Revelation and
Daniel amazingly clear and lucid. We rejoice with you, dear
brother, and the fellow laborers in the Lord’s vinevard, as we
sce the tide of truth rising, which is scon to fill the whole earth,
to the glory of Jehovah. Truly the Lord has prepared a table
before his ‘‘servant’’ in the presence of his enemies, and our
cup of joy, the ‘joy of the Lord’, runneth over.

We earnestly pray that our heavenly Father will continue to
richly bless you, dear brother, with strength, guidance and
wisdom, and that you will be kept by his power, faithful and
loyal to the end.

With much Christian love,

Your brethren and colaborers in the kingdom service,

Brasy (England) EccLEsiA.
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JOY IN GOING FROM HOUSE TO HOUGE
OUR BELOVED BROTHER RUTHELRFORD:

Greetings in Jehovah’s name. We hereby convey to you
our appreciation of your constant and faithful work in the
interests of Jehovah’s kingdom and of the ‘remnant’ of the
$¢servant’’ class.

Words are poor vehicles to convey the fullness of the bless-
ing we continually receive as a result of the systematic study
of The Watch Tower, and kindred publications, especially the
Light books.

How we praise the great Jehovah that he has raised up your-
self to bring to the attention of the anointed the things ¢writ-
ten within and on the backside of the book’, revealing the
great work that is yet to be accomplished before the name of
our God is completely vindicated. Thus, we pray that with
you and all the anointed on earth we shall, by Jehovah’s
strength, remain steadfast and unmovable until the full witness
is given,

More than ever do we find that joy unspeakable in going
from house to house, placing the literature in the hands of
the people, so that they can learn of their great and true
Friend and Benefactor.

Hence, dear brother, be assured of our loyal cooperation with
you in this grand campaign of education, praying for Jehovah
to grant you strength unto the conclusion of this great wit-
ness to his name, and striving to maintain our integrity with
all who seek to sorve Jehovah with you.

With our united Christian love, we are,
Yours in the King’s service,
PorTsSMOUTH (England) Crass.

GREAT APPRECIATION

My DEAR BROTHER KUTHERFORD:

I have just finished reading the two volumes Light. During
the time of reading this wonderful message I fell on my knees
a8 number of times and thanked my Creator for the light that
was falling on me, It is a great privilege to be on earth as a
fellow servant of Jehovah with you. I have not been in the
truth as long as many of the brethren, but I thank my God
that he has heard me when I cried to him for knowledge and
that I can understand his Word. L can feel great opposition
that 18 against me, and daily I ask the Lord to open my lps
that I may not be still. My greatest desire is that I be permitted
to serve the Lord by witnessing the great truth that Jehovah
is God.

Words fail me to express my great apprecation to Jehovah
that he has allowed me to understand the Revelation, I know
that you are a busy servant and do not find time to see all the
kind letters that come to you, but if you should happen to
see this, my letter, I wish to express my brotherly love to you
for the faithfulness that you have shown in doing our Lord’s
will.

With kindest brotherly love in the Lord,

Your fellow servant,
H. E. LeScHors,
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International Bible Students Association
SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

T. E. BANKS
sit&sburglg YPa. May %l;, 2 Il:;ew Yl?r];l - Y. ...May 15 18
uftalo, v e y ewark, + aeene .
Boston, Mass. ... » 6,7 Montclair, N. J. Je—
Hartford, Conn. ... ” 8,9  Atlantic City, N. J.

New Haven, Conn. .. ” 10,11  Philadelphia, Pa. 20,3
Brooklyn, N. Y, ... # 312'25 Washington, D. C. May 81-June 3
T. E. BARKER
Knoxville, Tenn. ...... May 1,2 Lynchburg, Va, ... May 12 13

Asheville, N, C, ... ” 3,4 Washington, D. C. .. 5,

Salisbury, N. C. ....... " 5,6 Baltimore, Md. ... " 17, 18
Greensboro, N, C, ... ” 8,9  Philadelphia, Pa. ..... 10,20
Danviile, V&, «.cewee. 10,11 New Haven, Conn. ... " 22,23

C. W. CUTFORTH

Montreal, Que. M’a}y 1-3

Cornwall, Ont. 4,5
Prescott, Ont. ” 6,7
Brockville, Ont ” 8-10
Smith’s Falls, Ont, .. ” 11,12

Carleton Place, Ont May 13,14
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Toronto, Ont.
Hamilton, Ont,

G. H. DRAPER

Duquesne, Pa. ... May 1,
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Ashtabula, Ohio May 31—June1

F. J. FRANSKE

Saskatoon, Sask. ... Ma 13
Walnwright, Alta. ....

Viking, Alta. .ccmeeeeeee 5,6
Camrose, Alta, .ccceere ” 17,8

M. L. HERR

Hamilton, Ohio .
Dayton, Ohio "
Springfield, Ohlo

Tippecance City, Ohio ” 10, 11
Piqua, Ohio »
Wapakoneta, Ohio ... ” 15, 16

Edmonton, Alta. ........ May 9,10
Prince George, B. C. " 11-13
Prince Rupert, B, C. " 14,15
Lima, Ohlo ............. May 17 18
Marion, Ohlo 9,

Mansfield, Ohlo . » 22, 23
Ashland, Ohio .......... "o 24 25
Fredericktown, Ohio " 26,27

Newark, Ohio ..comneeee 29, 30

W. M. HERSEE

Regina, Sask, .......... May 3 Sperling, Man. ......... May 15-17
Yorkton, Sask. .. i 4,5 Carman, Man. 18-20
Portage la Pr., Map, * 7,8 Roseisle, Man, 21-24
Brandon, Man. ... 9,10 'Treherne, Man, ........ 25-27
Rapid City, Man. ... ” 11,12  Austin, Man. .......... 28-31
A. KOERBER
Portsmouth, Va. ...... 8  Louisburg, N. C. .....May 21
Newport News, 9,10 Fnﬁeld N. C. . ro22.2
Suffolk, Va. 14 15 Stem, N. C. ” 2
Scotland Neck, N. C. 16,17 Rocky Mount N.C. " 30,31

LOUIS LARSON

Augusta, Ga. ...
Columbia, 8. C
Greenville, 8, C

May 3, g

Greer, 8. C. ... " 8
Spartanhurz. 8. C...” 910
Asheville, N, C. ... " 12-14
Knoxville, Tenn. ........ v 1817
Pocatello, ldaho PR May 8
Ogden, Utah ... " 6
Salt Lake City, Utah " 8-10
Laramie, w PO 11
Cheyenne, Wy0, ... ” 12

New Tazewell, Tenn. May 18, 19
Bristol, Tenn.
Coeburn, Va.

Charlotte, N. C. » 24, 25
Hickory, N. C. " 26
Kannapolis, N, C. ... " 27
Salisbury, N. C. wieeeee * 28-30

Casper, Wy0. ... Mny 13

G. Y. M'CORMICK

Royal Oak, Mich. ....May
Rochester, Mich. ......
Ann Arbor, Mich., .... "
Port Huron, Mich "
Flint, Mich.
Saginaw, Mich.
Bay City, Mich. ...... "
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Pueblo, Colo. ... * 1517
Omulm Nebr. ..eeeee. 19
8t. Joseph, MO, eeeeeee " 20
St. Louis, Mo, .ee.ee » o 22.24
Munger, Mich. .......... May 19
Midlind, Mich, ... * 20
Lansing, Mich, ... ™ 22,23
Jackson, Mich. ... " 24,23

Hillsdale, Mich, ... 20
Battle Creek. Mich, .. ” 27,28
Kalamazoo, Mich, ... " 20,3

E. D. ORRELL
Jonesboro, Il .....May 2  Mattoon, Ill. .. ...May 9,10
Carhbondale, 111 » 3 Cape Girardeay » 12
White Ash, Ill ¢ 4  Flat River, Mo, » 13,14
Eldorado, Iil. " 5  St. Louis, Mo, ? o 15-24
Swanwick, Il " 6  Alton, Ili. .. ' 26
Dix, Il ... " 8 E. St. Louis, » 2831
J. C. RAINBOW
Tulsa, Okla. . May 1,2  Woodward, Okla. 11
Claremore, Okla » 3 Shattuck, Okla. .. 12
lﬁ'o‘\-gaa, Okl(z)li i :' g gargfn %itfr, Kan 15 %g
lackburn, la. ? ueblo, Colo.
Drumright, Okla. ” 6 Colorado Sp’gs, Colo, » 22,23
Redrock, Okla, . ” 7  Trinidad, Colo, ........ » 24, 25
Fnid, Okla. ... 9 Garden City, Kans. .. ”
Falnlew, Okla, 10  Abilene, Kans, ...May 29- Junel
C. ROBERTS
Cornwall, Ont. ..... May 4,5 Ottawa, Ont. ............ May 15-17
Prescott, Ont. 6,7 . Kingston, Ont. ......... 1N-20
Brockyille, Ont. " 8-10 Toronto, Ont. .. 22-24
Smith's Ialls, Ont. ... " 11,12  Hamilton, Ont, . . 25-27
Carleton Place, Ont. ” 13,14 DBeamsville, Ont,. ......- 23-31
H. L. STEWART
Kinistino, Sask. Lay uill Lake, Sask. ...May 18-2
Kinisti Sack ..M 710 Quill Lake, Sask May 18-20
Spooner, Sask. .. 11-13  I'oam Lake, Sask, ... ” 21-24
McKague, Sask. ...’ 14-17 Invermay, Sask., ...... ? 232
W. P. STRONG
Dubuque, Jowa ........ May 1-4 Elgin, Ill. ................ May 11
Belvidere, I1I. ... 5,86 Geneva, I, . .. 12,13
Marengo, Ill. ... " 8  Aurora, Il - P 1517
Waukeran, Il ” 9 Joliet, I1L. ... ” 18,19
Zion, IlL cccevcererancenens » 10  Chicago, Ill.... May ‘21-June 8
THORN
neonta, N. Y. .. agara Falls ny 9
0 ta, N. Y Ni FllNYM 17-1
Cortland, N. Tonawanda, Y. 20, 21
Elmira, N, Y. . Batavia, N, Y. . 23
Perry, N. Y. Depew, N. Y. .......... - 24
Rochester, N. Lackawanna, N. Y. " 25
Newark, N. ¥ Westfield, N, Y. .ccaeee 26
Medina, N. ¥. . 14 Jamestown, N. Y. ... 27
Lockport, N. ¥ » 15,16 wWarren, Pa. ..cceceeens 29, 30
S. H. TOUTJIAN
Chancellor, 8. Dak. May 4,85 Racine, Wis. .cceceenne May 22,23
Jasper, Minn. ... 6 Kenosha, Wis, . 24, 23
St. Cloud, Minn. ... ” 7 Waukesha, Wis, » 27,28
Minneapolis, Minn. ... ” 8-13  Lake Mills, Wis. » 209,30
Milwaukee, Wis, ....... ” 14-20 Madison, Wis, ....May 31- June 1
J. C. WATIT
Boise, Idaho ... May 1-4 Santa Rosa, Calif. ..May 18- "0
Salt Lake Oity, Utah » 6-11 Geyserviile, Calif. .. "
Ogden, Utahl ..o * 12,13  Qakland, Cahf. ...... v 23 Bo
Reno, Nev, ......cceevees ” 1 Pacific Grove, Calif,
Sacramento, Calif. ... " 16,17 Paso Robles, Calif, .... " 27, 28
GEORGE YOUNG
'I.‘ltusﬂlle Pa. .......... May 1,2 Toronto, Ont. ... fay 7-10
ty, Pa. 3.4 Buffalo, N.-Y, May 11-18, 29-31
\\ eqtﬂeld N. " 5 Allentown, Pa. .......... May 20-25
(Continued from page 130)
8t. Louis, Mo. May 22-2¢4

W. L. Mittendorf, 2925-A 8. Kingshighway

Colored: Thomas Twine, 2714-A N. Leffingwell Av.

Greel:: Paul Cladias, 4036 McPherson Av.

Polish: Thomas Nowowiejski, 4732 Minnesota Av.
Allentown, Pa. May 22-24

Ray G. Ratcliff, 1114 8, 10th St,

German: R, L. Demmrich, 640 Walnut St., Catasaiiqua, Pa.

Abilene, Kans. May 29-31
J. L. Thayer, 811 N, W, 24 St.
Buffalo, N. Y. May 29-31

Joseph Sciandra, 555 7th St.

Colored: Samuel V, Welsh, 351 oyt St.
German: Rudolf W. Boje, 255 May St.
Hungarian: Joseph Bauer, 97 Doyle Av,
Itahian: L. Polichetti, 90 Bellwood St,
Polish: A, Jurczak, 302 Gibson St.
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“I will stand upon my watch end will set my foot
upon the Tower, and wﬁl watch to sea what 1lc will
say unto me, and what answer I shall make o them
that oppose me./’—Labakkuk 2:1,

Upon the earth (lxtreas of mations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts falling them for fear, and for T
Jooking after thosw things which aro comhﬁze on the ‘earth: for the powers of heaven shail be shaken., .. When these things

begin to come 1o \ase, then know that the Kingdem of God is at hand., Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption O
draweth nigh.—Llule 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:290, P



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

larly cngage, It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reporis thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadeasting.

It adheres strictly to the Dible as God’s revealed Word of
T'ruth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that lLie i3 now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raisea from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrijice as the
redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE
UNITED STaTES, $1.00; CANADA AXD MISCELLANEOUS TFOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH _AFRICA, 78.
American remittances should be made by Lixpress or Postal Money
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remuttances should be made to branch offices only.
Remittances from scattered foreign territory may he made to the
Brooklyn office, but by International Postal Money Order only.

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several lenguages.)

TerMs TO THE Lorp’s Poor: All Bible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
Journal, will be supphed free if they send a postal card each May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious, that ail such be on our list continually and
in touch with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be =ent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (earrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one menth before the subscription expires,

Entered as Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklys, N. Y., Postofice,
Act of March 8, 1879,
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SPECIAL SURPRISE WEEK
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE CONVENTION WEEK
July 24-August 2, 1931

On the Society’s calendar for 1931 the period from July 24
to August 2 was designated Special Surprise Week. One of
the surprises for that period, the convention at Columbus, Olio,
July 24 to July 30, has already been announced in recent
Towers. In addition to the main assembly at Columbus and
the auxiliary conventions in connection with 1t, other Watch
Tower service conventions are being arranged to be held dur-
ing that same period in all other countries where the Society
carries on the Lord’s work. It is hoped that every ome of the
Lord’s anointed on earth will be giving testimonies as wit-
nesses to the name of Jehovah during all or as much as possible
of that special period.

Never before 1n the history of the church has the time been
80 opportune a8 at this particular time, How wonderful it will
be to have service conventions in session during the time
specified in every country on earth, with the Lord’s army of
every race, tongue and color going forward as a unit bearing
the fruits of the kingdom to the honor of Jehovah’s name.

Arrangements have been made for those who attend the con-
vention at Columbus to participate in the field work there and
at other points. Let all those who find it impossible to come to
Columbus make every effort to arrange their vacations and
work so as to be able to spend the time in the home field.

““The Lord gave the word: great was the army of those
that published it.”’—-Ps. 68: 11.

RADIO AND THE PRINTED WORD

All canvassing parties and all individuals who c¢anvass should
mention the radio station in their vicinity that 1s broadcasting
the wWATCHTOWER programs. This often proves a means of open
ing the way to place the books in the hands of the people.
Have in mind the chief purpose of the radio is to call the peo
ple’s attention to the truth and then furnish the opportunity
for them to get a wider understanding of the message con-
cerning the government of Jehovah by reading what 18 being
printed.

Every one who now participates in the field work 1 territory
served by broadeasts of the WATCIHTOWER program may have
a share in telling the people that this unique service is available
each week. Workers report that distribution of the radio folder
(supplied by the Society) 18 proving to be a convenient and eifece-
tive method of giving continual public notice of this program
while engaging in the house-to-house witnessing.

HAS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRED?

For the benefit of subsecribers it is here repeated, by way of
explanation, that discontinuance of an expired subseription is
accomplished mechanically in every case. Machinery used to
print address on label or wrapper is so constructed that chA
plate bearing address is automatically ‘“dropped’’ from th
list at expiration. A renewal blank (carrying also notice of ex-
piration) is sent with the journal one month before the sub-
scription is due to expire. On foreign subscriptions the expira-
tion notice is sent with the journal two months in advance.
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ESTHER AND MORDECAI

“Ye lovers of Jehovah! hate ye wrong. He preserveth the lives of his men of Lindness, from the hand of leww-
less ones he rescueth them.”’—Ps. 97 : 10, Roth.

his purposes until his due time to make them

known. Before that time no one can understand
them, His purposcs concerning man are set forth in
his Word and are often stated in such eryptie language
that no man can decipher them. In his due time Jcho-
vah brings to pass events in fulfilment of these dark
sayings and then permits those who love him to under-
stand them.

2 Jehovah caused the Bible to be written by his
holy men of old and they wrote as the spirit of God
moved them to write. The Bible is therefore his Word
of truth. Since Jehovah supervised the writing of the
Seriptures, it must be conceded that he also super-
vised the placing in the Bible the books that properly
belong there, The faet that the Bible has successfully
withstood all assaults of its enemies is corroborative
proof that what it contains is there by the will of God
for the purpose of making known his course of action
toward men,

3 The ‘‘eanonicity’’ of the book of Esther is disputed
‘by many crities. A book that is entitled to a place in
the Bible is called ‘‘eanonieal’’. A book not entitled to
a place in the Bible is called ‘‘uneanonieal’’. Title to
a place in the Bible is ‘‘canonicity’’. The Old Testa-
ment canon contains the book of Esther, and there is
much proof that the arrangement of that canon was
made in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, both of whom
were God’s holy prophets. The book of Esther is a
part of the Bible; and just as certain as it was placed
there by the will of God, just that certain it is authen-
tically a part of the Bible.

+ Commentators who have professed to be followers
of Christ and servants of God have called into question
the authenticity of the book of Iisther; hence the
matter is here noticed. Mclito of Sardus and Gregory
of Nazianzus omitted from their list of canonical
books the book of Esther. Athanasius elassed it with
the noneanonical books, and Luther denounced it.
These men were thought to be God’s representatives
on earth. Maybe they were not. Opposition to the ean-
onicity of the book of Esther is based mainly on the fact
that the name of God does not appear in it even once.

J’EHOVAH employs his own good way to conceal

The objections urged against the canonicity of the book of
Esther resolve themselves principally into these three: (1)
That it breathes a spirit of narrow, selfish, national pride and
vindictiveness, very much akin to that displayed by the later
Jews, but wholly alien from the spirit which pervades the
acknowledged books of the Old Testament; (2) that its un-
theoeratic charncter is manifested in the total omisgion in it
of the name of God, and of any reference to the divine provi-
dence and care of Israel; and (3) that many parts of it are
go incredible as to give it the appearance rather of a fiction
or romance than the character of a true history.~—3{c¢Clintock
end Strong’s Cycl.

5 Satan probably concluded that some day the book
of Esther would be understood by people on the
earth and that the correet understanding thereof would
not look well for Sutan and his ecclesiastical repre-
sentatives and that he could use his clergy to a better
advantage than anyone else to discredit the book and
thus keep it out of the minds of the people. The original
and fertile liar would therefore hypocritically put
into the minds of such men to say that the book does
not even mention the name of God and the