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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”« Laiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the begnning of
his creation and his active agent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief
Ixecutive Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divire and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority,

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the ancinted and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
I:rivilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare

is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throme of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ which has now begun; that the Lord’s mext great
act is the destruction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall be
restored and live on earth forever,

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
T the people to know Jehovah God and lus purposes as

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other liter-
ature to aid in such studies, It publishes suitable material
for radio broadeasting and for other means of public instrue-
tion in the Scriptures,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authorify for its utter-
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations, It is wholly and without
reservation for the kinpdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatie, but invites careful
and ecritical examination of its contents in the light of tha
Seriptures. It does mnot indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalties,

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CaNapA AxD MISCELLANEOUS TFOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SoUTH AFnIga, 75,
American remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, Dritish, South Afriean and
Australasian remittances should be made direct to the respective
branch offices. Remittances from countries other than those men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by International
Postal Money Order only,

ForeEiGN OFFICES

Britith . o . e+ .« .. 34 Craven Terrace, London, W, 2, England

Canadian ., ..... .40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Australasian . . 7 Deresford Road, Strathfield, N, 8, W., Austraha

South Ajfrican Boston IIouse, Cape Town, Sounth Africa
T'lease address the Soclety in every case,

« s 2.

(Translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price
may have The Watchiower free upon written applieation to the
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so rc-
questing it. e are glad to thus aid the needy, but the writtcn
application once each year is required by the postal regulations,

Xotice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
seription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank {carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered as Second Class Mail Maiter at Brooklyn, N, Y., Postaffice,
4dct of March 8, 1879.

KINGDOM HERALDS’ TESTIMONY PERIOD

This designates the nine days, February 2-10, in which the
publishers of Jehovah’s kingdom will unite their forces and
put forth concentrated effort in getting a particular message
into the hands of the people. In tlns case the message is that
contained in the new book Jehoitah; and with this testimony
period this book is released to the public. It goes without ques-
tion that every one who has taken the new name ‘‘Jchovah's
witness’’ will want to have a full part in distributing this
book, and every Jonadab who has taken his stand on the side
of Jehovah will want to have as full a share therein as possible,
Such appreciative ones will begin at once to consider the matter
and to make all due preparations, as ordering supplies, arrang-
ing time and territory.

1935 CALENDAR

You will be especinlly pleased with the Society’s calendar
for 1935, Full of action and graphically representing the as-
tounding victory Jehovah will gain for his name’s sake, the
calendar picture is most expressive of the year’s text and sets
forth, too, the part that Jehovah’s witnesses must perform all
through 1935 and clear through to the glorious finish. The
calendar also bears a letter from the president and naming the

special service periods for the year. These particular service
periods, both regional and world-wide, are also indicated on
the calendar date pad. Order from the Society, the Brooklyn
office or branch office, enclosing remittanee with order, at 25¢
each, or five for $1.00 if sent to one address. Orders may be
glrouped and forwarded through the company duector or sharp-
shooter.

YEAR BOOK FOR 1935

The prophet Ezekiel regularly measured the waters flowing
out from the temple. The Society docs likewise, and here an-
nounces the issue of the Year Book for 1935, This contamns the
president’s annual report, describing the purposes of the So-
ciety and briefly but comprehensively reviewing the activities,
the experiences and the work accomplished during the service
year just past by Jehovali’s witnesses and Jonadab brethren
in the various countiies where the Lord has placed them. Also
the 1935 year text, with appropriate comment, is given, and
daily texts and comments for your refreshment and instruc-

tion euch day of the year. Only a limited edition is being‘A

printed; hence the Ycar Book is offered at 50¢ a copy. Remit.
tance to cover should accompany order, forwarded to the
Brooklyn office or branch office. Groups of Jehovah’s witness-

es and Jonadabs should combine orders and send through Q

local service director or sharpshooter.
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JEHOVAH'’S BATTLE

‘““For Jehovah and for Gideon.”’—Judg. 7:18, A.R.V.
PART 1

The battle that will completely vindicate his

name will be the ‘“battle of that great day of God
Almighty’’, fought at the place which he has chosen,
and hence is called the ‘battle of Armageddon’. He
assembles his own forces and maneuvers the enemy
to come up against them for battle. The ‘“King of
eternity’’, whose name alone is Jehovah, has made
Christ Jesus his Chief Officer and Vindicator or Exe-
cutioner of judgment and has sent him forth to en-
gage the enemy in battle for the purpose of vindicat-
ing his great and holy name. The time has come for
Jehovah by his strong ‘‘right arm’’, Christ Jesus, to
take possession of the earth, and relating to that time
he caused his prophet in ecenturies past to write: ‘“To
Jehovah belongeth the earth, and the fulness thereof.’’
Then the prophet propounds the question: Who shall
be in his holy organization and witness the triumph
of the King? Jehovah causes the answer to be writ-
ten: ‘The clean of hands, and the pure of heart . . .
shall bear away the blessings from Jehovah and vin-
dication from his delivering God.” The time of the
fulfilment of these prophetic utterances is after Je-
hovah has enthroned his beloved Son and sent him to
the temple for judgment. Jchovah, the King of Eter-
nity, eauses announcement to be made at the temple,
to wit, ‘‘Lift up, ye gates, your heads, and lift your-
selves up, ye ancient doors, that the king of glory may
come in. Who, then, is the king of glory? Jehovah
(God) of hosts, he is the king of Glory.”’—Ps. 24,
Roth. Pss.

2 Thus the psalmist identifies the king of glory as
‘‘Jehovah of hosts’’, meaning Jehovah of armies in
battle array, ‘‘Jehovah, strong and mighty; Jehovah,
mighty in battle.”” Who composes this host of Jeho-
vah? In aneient times Jchovah’s chosen people, the
Israclites under the leadership of the captain wholly
devoted to God, stood as the representative of this
host. Such is the simplest application. ‘The host,’ in
the w'ler application, means the legions of spirit crea-
tures invisible to human eyes. ‘‘Jehovah is a man of
war: Jechovah is his name.” (Ex, 15:3, A.R.V.)
‘ Appearing with his host’ means that the time for war
has come and the great battle must be fought. (Eeel.

JEHOVAH engages in battle for his name’s sake.

3:8) It is the time when Satan and his hordes of
wickedness shall bite the dust. Due notice has been
given to Satan and his organization, and they are
told to prepare for war, and Satan knows that his
time until the battle is short. In times past Jehovah
foretold these days of preparation and of battle, and
this he did in at least two different ways: (1) By the
plain words of his prophets; and (2) by making
prophetic pictures or dramas, in which creatures played
their respective parts. We have the assurance from
Jehovah that in his own due time he will make known
the meaning of these prophecies and prophetic piec-
tures, particularly to those who are devoted to him,
and that just preceding and at the time of the battle,
Because these things were written aforetime that the
remnant should receive comfort and in patience con-
tinue their work in hope, we may be surc that it will
please Jehovah to give the remnant some understand-
ing of these propheecies and prophetic pictures now,
just preceding the time when the great battle is to be
fought.—Rom. 15: 4.

GIDEON AND HIS ARMY

3 Among the divinely made prophetic pictures that
scem to begin to have fulfilment shortly before Arma-
geddon is that of Gideon and his little army that put
to flight and destroyed the Midianites and their allics,
as described in chapters six to eight of the book of
Judges. It is certain that the vietory that was given
to Gideon was the victory of Jehovah God and the
record is made thereof in the Seriptures for the in-
struction, aid and comfort of the remnant at the pres-
ent time. In all prophetic dramas and pictures Jeho-
vah and Christ Jesus are the important ones, and
the pictures they are represented by some creature
who may or may not be wholly devoted to Jchovah
God. Somctimes one man plays a double role, but
it is the truth taught by that part which God has him
to do that is the matter of importance. Since the eom-
ing of Christ Jesus to the temple of Jehovah for

judgment it has pleased the Most Iligh to make it .

plainly to appear to his anointed oncs on earth tha

the prophetic dramas enacted in ancient days, and T

recorded in the divine record, were so cnacted and Q
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recorded to foreshadow Jchovah’s purpose; and the
understanding of these things now brings great com-
fort and hope to the anointed. It seems to be God’s
time for his anointed remnant to have an understand-
ing of these prophetic dramas recorded, including the
book of Judges, and henee with confidence we cxam-
ine the record thereof.

PLAYERS

¢ The more prominent players in this prophetic
drama are these: Joash, the father of Gideon, appears
in the picture as representing Jehovah. This may at
first seem strange, since Joash had an altar built to
Baal and evidently had fallen away to Baal worship.
But bear in mind that the man Joash is of no con-
sequence as a man. The part he plays is important,.
He merely fills a place on the dramatic stage.

® Gideon the son of Joash represented Christ Jesus,
the Son of Almighty God, whom Jchovah has ap-
pointed as vindicator of his name. In some parts of
the drama Gideon represents the faithful anointed
remnant, who are counted in by reason of being a
part of The Christ.

¢ The people of Israel, being God’s covenant people,
in which there was found a remnant of faithful ones,
pictured as a whole the peoples of earth under the
dominating power of Satan and out from which comes
the faithful remnant that honors and serves Jehovah.

? The ““‘three hundred’’ that engage with Gideon in
the battle represent or picture the faithful remnant
which God has selected and approved for his name
who have proved their faithfulness and integrity
towards Jehovah.

3 The Midianites and their allies picture Satan’s
organization, that is, ‘the seed of the Serpent,” bent
on the destruction of those who serve Jehovah God.

® Other players appear as the drama is unfolded,
but neither the ‘‘great multitude’’ of Revelation seven
nor the Jonadab company appear at any place in the
prophetic drama,

10 Vindication of Jehovah’s name is the fact of
greatest importance that is foretold by this prophetic
picture, the chief purpose of which is to establish
before all creation that Jchovah is the supreme Al-
mighty God. Jchovah of hosts engages the enemy in
war for the execution of his judgment or vengeance
and destroys the enemy for the purpose of proving the
supremacy of Jehovah and placing his name in its
proper place in the mind of all surviving ercatures.
Jechovah is the source of life, and those who live must
know that he is God. Jehovah eonfers upon Christ
Jesus the great honor of being his Vindicator or Exe-
cutioner, and hence Gideon, who foreshadowed the
Vindicator, is the foremost one that plays in this
prophetie drama.

PREPARING THE WAY

11 The time must come and did come when Jehovah
would turn his attention to the things pertaining to

BROOKLYN, N. Y,

the earth and when his Messenger would go before
him to prepare the way for the final conflict. From
A.D. 1878 to 1918 Jchovah caused to be dclivered the
message of repentance and scparation from worldly
organizations preparatory for the coming judgment
which must begin at the house of God. From 1918
onward preparation is made for the battle of Arma-
geddon. It therefore appears that Gideon played a
double role, foretelling ecrtain events coming to pass
from 1918 onward till Armagcddon. Sometimes he
pictures Christ Jesus alone, while at other times in
the drama he pictures both Christ Jesus and the faith-
ful remnant, and sometimes the remnant alone, who
are shown by virtue of the fact of being in Christ and
continuing faithful to the end. What follows hercin-
after has to do with the divine record recorded at
Judges chapters six to eight, which prophetic pictures
open with these words: ‘*And the children of Israel
did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord de-
livered them into the hand of Midian seven years.”’
—dJudges 6: 1.

12 Jehovah had chosen the Israelites as a people for
himself, and here they picture the same ones as they
did when in Egypt, to wit, the peoples of earth under
the power of Satan and who shall be delivered. When
Jchovah inangurated his covenant with Israel he com-
manded them: ‘‘Thou shalt have no other gods be-
fore me.”” (Ex. 20:3) Later, when they were op-
pressed by the enemy and eried unto God, he said to
them: ‘I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; but ye have
not obeyed my voice.”” (Judg. 6:10) The nation of
Israel, of course, included Gideon’s father Joash, who
had turned to Baal worship, and this Baal worship
was the evil that they had done in the sight of the
Lord. God had warned the Israclites of what should
come upon them for their unfaithfulness, and now
in full harmony with that warning he permitted the
enemy, led by the Midianites, to oppress them. The
destruction of the Israelites would not have settled the
question at issue between Jehovah and Satan; but
chastising the Israelites, and then raising up the faith-
ful ones and delivering them and giving them the
victory over the enemy, would be a vindieation of
Jehovah’s name, and this in the prophetic drama
would foreshadow the final result.

13 The enemies whom God permitted to harass the
Israclites were the Midianites and their allies. Midian
was a son of Abraham by Keturah; his name means
‘“‘contention’ or “‘brawling’”. (Gen. 25:2) The
Rechabites, or ‘Jonadahs’, were descendants of Mid-
ian, but they were not included in the company of
Midianites that oppressed Israel. (Ex. 2:16-21; Judg.
1:16; 4:11; Jer. 35:6) This foreshadows the Jona-
dab or “‘shecp’’ class on carth at the time the judg-
ment is proceeding. The merchantmen who sold Joseph
into Egypt were Midianites. (Gen. 37:28,36) The
Midianite elders joined the Moabites in hiring the

T
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prophet Balaam to curse Israel. (Num. 22:4-7) Balaam
taught the Midianites to east a stumbling block before
Israel to entiee them into the worshiping of Baal-peor.
(Num. 25:6-18) Thus it is seen that the Midianites
were fleshly relatives of the Israelites, who had beecome
wholly the sced of the Serpent and who were bent on
doing injury to the Israelites. The Lord permitted the
Midianites to oppress the Israclites for a pcriod of
seven years, which corresponds to the 7,000 years of
man’s bondage to Satan and during the last thousand
years of which period the obedient ones will be de-
livered and the enemy destroyed. The- yoke of the
Midianites appears to have been broken in the spring-
time of the seventh year, at the grain-threshing time,

14 Because of this persecution and oppression the
Israclites endeavored to find a place of refuge in the
mountains: ‘‘And the hand of Midian prevailed
against Jsrael: and beeause of the Midianites the
children of Israel made them the dens which are in
the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.”” (Judg.
6:2) Undoubtedly the Israelites hid in the dens and
there conceaied their food to keep the enemy from
stealing it. This illustrates how the mass of human-
kind has had to exist in fear of their oppressors, who
have at all times been active agents of Satan the Devil
to bring sorrow upon mankind.

15 Tn the springtime, when the crops of the Isracl-
ites were well on the way to gathering, the enemy
came upon them to destroy their food supply: ‘“And
so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites
came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the
cast, even they came up against them.”’ (Judg. 6:3)
It is of interest here to note the description of the
enemy, which will enable us to locate and identify the
possible enemy at the present time. The Midianites
were in the lead of this invading army and were ac-
companied by the Amalekites, who were the descend-
ants of Esau (Edom) by the Canaanitish woman, the
Hittite; hence these were second cousins of the Isracl-
ites. (Gen. 36:2, 10, 12) Their rulers were the Agag-
ites. Haman, who plotted the destruction of Mordecai
and Esther, was of that despicable stock. (Esther
3:1) God had pronounced a curse upon the Agagites
because of their perseeution of his echosen people when
on their trck to Canaan. (BEx. 17:8-16; 1 Sam.
15:32,33) The ‘‘children of the east’’, who also
were members of the invading army, were Ishmaelites.
(Judg. 8:24) The mother of Ishmael was the IEgyp-
tian woman Hagar, and the father was Abraham.
Ishmael married an Egyptian. (Gen. 16:3; 21:21)
It was the Ishmaclite merchants that bought Joseph
and carried him away into Egypt. This but illustrates
the fact that one part of the human race that has
become the seed of the Serpent has been used by the
Devil to oppress and persccute those who have tried
to serve Jehovah God. All are fleshly related to each
other, and most of them have beecome the sons of the
Devil by taking his side of the controversy.

Fhe WATCHTOWER.
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16 All of that motley and oppressive horde that came
up against the Israelites were under the leadership
of four sheiks, whose names were, to wit: ‘‘Oreb,”’
meaning ‘‘raven’’, a bird of prey and which steals;
‘‘Zeeb,”’” meaning ‘“wolf”’, a wild and stealthy and
murderous beast; ‘‘Zebah,’’ meaning ‘slaughterer’ or
willful killer; and ‘“Zalmunna’’, meaning ‘‘defense
has been denied”’, that is, sueh men as stealthily take
undue advantage of others and strike them in the dark
without warning and hence are like unto the copper-
head snake. All of these instruments of the Devil,
forming a part of the seed of the Serpent, are shown
in the present day by the class of men who join to-
gether to persecute God’s anointed.

3 Jehovah had duly warned the Israelites that their
disobedience would be visited by calamities, and by
God’s permitting this devilish horde to invade their
land punishment for disobedience had ecome upon
them. (Deut. 28: 38, 34) These facts illustrate how the
human race has ever suffcred at the hands of robbers,
thieves, and murderers, who have preyed upon the
defenseless and taken away the fruits of their labors,
and how this punishment has come upon them at the
instance of the Devil for the purpose of causing them
to curse God. But the day of reckoning is near at
hand, when all these oppressors must be brought to
account. (Jas. 5:1-6) One class of persons of human-
kind bestow labor upon the carth, whieh produces food
and raiment and perhaps a place of domicile, while
another class, who have produced nething, reap the
benefits or fruits of that lahor. A change will come
with the reign of Christ Jesus, when men shall build
and inhabit their own homes and eat the fruit of
their own vineyards.—Isa. 65:21-23.

18 Jehovah had told the Israclites that if they per-
sisted in their aets of disobedience they would sufier:
‘“ And ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enciies
shall eat it.”” (Lev. 26:16) This did not mean that
God sent the enemies. The protection of the Israeclites
depended upon their obedience to God, and when they
failed to obey he withdrew his proteetion and let
the enemy proceed to punish them., The Devil had set
a snare and taken the Israelites by playing upon the
vanity of the lcaders, and had induced them to prac-
tice the Devil religion called Baalism. Having en-
trapped the Israclites, then the Devil marched his
roving band of plunderers into their land to take ad-
vantage of that people and with the purpose of eaus-
ing them to curse Jehovah God. ‘“And they encamped
auainst them, and destroyed the increase of the earth,
till thou come unto Gaza, and lelt no sustenance for
Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.”’-—Judg. 6: 4.

3 That wicked, invading army destroyed everything
in the fertile valley of Sharon and then marched on
to the eommerecial city of Gaza, taking or destroyingA

everything that came in their way. The parallel of T

that invading army and its destruction is found at
the present time when we mark that polities, big P
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business, and false religion, called ‘‘Christianity’’,
control, rule and oppress the mass of the pcople. The
Devil set a trap for the leaders of ‘‘ Christendom’’ by
playing upon their vanity, and he has induced them
to adopt a practice of formalism called the *‘ Christian
religion’’ but which is in fact satanie worship. He has
caused the people to fear men who as their leaders
claim to have divine guidance in the administration
of public affairs. The people, being blindly led by
blind guides, fall into the snare of Satan. The plun-
derers rob them of their land and their homes and
their property and the products of their labor. The
Israelites had to make dens in which to hide their
substance in order to eat. At the present time the
people have had to provide hiding places for their
little savings, and the ruling factors seek out their
hiding place and take away their substance. The
Israelites eried out because of their suffering, but how
many of them looked confidently to Jehovah God? At
the present time the peoples of earth cry out because
of their suffering, but comparatively few look with
confidence to Jehovah God and his King. The faith-
ful remnant are the recipients of the truth in order
that they might be permitted to go on with confidence
in serving Jehovah and in assisting those who have
turned their hearts toward God.

20 The roving enemy did not come into the land of
Israel merely to feed themselves, but they eame for
the purpose of working complete destruction upon the
Israelites. They brought with them their animals and
their tents and sct about to consume everything that
the Israelites had, and then to have what they brought
with them for their own use. ‘‘For they came up with
their cattle, and their tents, and they came as grass-
hoppers for multitude ; for both they and their ecamels
were without number: and they entered into the land
to destroy it.”’ (Judg. 6:5) They compelled the
Israelites to feed not only the sheiks, but all their
servants and fighting men and all of their animals and
all of their hangers-on, and thus they laid upon the
Israelites heavy burdens of overhead expense. IHow
like the present-day financial, political and ecelesias-
tical job-holders, all of whom insist on having their
fat salaries regardless of the burdens that must be
borne by those who produce the wealth of the land.
The great burden of taxation is constantly increased
for the purpose of operating useless schemes of gov-
ernment, and this has brought the pcople into poverty
and distress. In addition to the administrative offi-
cials, and a very great multitude of assistants that
must be supported in luxury, there is the commereial
element holding great amounts of watered stocks and
bonds for which they demand and reeceive usury and
large dividends, which must be paid by the products
of those who have labored. These parasites, together
with their families, family servants, and hangers-on,
must be fed at the public trough. The tidings that the
day of reckoning is near at hand is indeed good news,
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and God’s faithful ones delight to exclaim, as he
caused to be written long ago: ‘Thou shalt destroy
them that destroy the earth.’—Rev. 11:18,

21 [t was a sorry day for the Israelites when the
enemy came up against them, even as it is now a sorry
day throughout the earth for those who must ‘eat
their bread in the sweat of their face’. ‘“And Israel
was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites;
and the children of Israel eried unto the Lord.”
(Judg. 6:6) It needs no proof, as it is apparent to
all, that the common people of every nation today
are greatly impoverished because of the great oppres-
sive crowd that represents the Devil, and in all the
earth they are crying out because of this oppression.
That description of the Israelites exactly fits the state
in which the people 1ind themselves today throughout
the earth. The Israelites cried out; and many today
ery out because of their oppression and suffering, but
few are they who hear the Word of God, learn the real
cause of suffering, come near to his name and scck
to do his will. The Devil has led the people into his
snare in order to induce them to curse God, whereas
in truth and in faet the Devil himself ig to blame for
the great suffering of humankind. (Rev. 12:12) The
foolish people now sing hymns written without regard
to divine truth, offer up their words of prayer, asking
that God will send rain and other material blessings,
but this same class wholly disregard what God's Word
has said to them as to the cause of these troubles and
what is his remedy. The Israelites called for God’s
help, and Jehovah responded: ““I will go and return
to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and
seek my face.”” (Hos. 5:15) At the same time the
Israelites were crying to God they raised a great hue
and ery against Gidcon beeause he had destroyed the
altar of Baal—Judg. 6:25-32.

22 Tt is even so today. Many people are erying out
unto God by the words of their mouth, and are asking
for material help, and yet they join in the persecution
of Jehovah’s witnesses, who have exposed the Devil
and devil worship and pointed out to the people that
the Devil is responsible for their troubles, and that
their only hope of relief is through the kingdom of
God, and that this relief will come to them by and
through Jehovah’s great Vindieator, Christ Jesus, and
in him alone they will find hope.—Matt. 12: 21.

23 Other seriptures show that in the nation of Israel
the masses had turned to Baal worship but that there
was a remnant faithful and true to their covenant
with Jehovah. The faithful ones would cry unto Je-
hovah in sineerity, while the other Israclites would
be moved to ery out entirely for a selfish reason. ‘‘ And
it came to pass, when the children of Israel eried unto
the Lord because of the Midianites, that the Lord
sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which saicA
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Isracl, IT
brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth
out of the house of bondage.” (Judg. 6:7,8) Un- P
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doubtedly God sent his prophet because some of the
Israelites remained faithful to him and did not bow
their knee to Baal. It is quite certain that Gidcon
was one of the faithful remnant of Isracl, otherwise
Jdehovah would not have given him opportunity of
special service. That unnamed prophet whom Jehovah
directed to speak to Israel in God’s name must have
been one of the faithful remnant. It was probably in
the seventh year of their oppression that this prophet
delivered the message of repentance and reformation.
‘What that prophet of God did and said appears to
foreshadow the work of the Elijah period of God’s
people from 1878 to 1918. The Elijah work done
within the borders of ‘‘Christendom’’ afforded an
opportunity for those of ‘‘Christendom’ who were
honest and sincere to separate themselves from the
devil worship and service and turn wholly to the
service of Jehovah and his King. It is therefore scen
that the work from 1878 to 1918 was a work of pre-
paring the way before Jehovah and preparing a people
to receive the King when he should come to the temple.

2¢ By the mouth of his prophet Jehovah forcibly re-
minded the Israelites that, not any ercature had
brought them out of Egypt, but Jehovah God had
brought them out of Egyptian bondage and had 1e-
liecved them of their oppressors, and that they had
not kept this in mind and had not obeyed Jehovah
God. ‘“‘And I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed

ou, and drave them out from before you, and gave

ou their land: and I said unto you, I am the Lord
your Geod ; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice.”’—
Judg. 6:9, 10.

25 The conditions existing in Israel exactly fore-
shadow the conditions in which the so-called ‘‘Chris-
tian world’’ or ‘‘Christendom’’ finds itself today.
Tven professed Christians well know from the Serip-
tures that Jehovah rebuked the devil worshipers by
-delivering his chosen people from Egypt. ‘‘Christen-
dom’’ even claims that God delivered them from
“‘heathendom’’, and yet these same oncs continue to
worship that which is in opposition to Jehovah God,
hence devil worship. All persons who have agreed to
do the will of God know that he has spoken to them
through Jesus Christ and the apostles and that these
faithful and true witnesses testified that the Word
of God is the truth and must be their proper guide.
In the face of all of this evidence millions of persons
in “‘Christendom’’ continue to fear men and to walk
according to the teachings of men, and the result is
that they have fallen into the snarc of Satan, which
the Devil has set for them, (Prov. 29:25) The wit-
ness work done by God’s people from 1878 to 1918
and which was foreshadowed by that of Elijah the
prophet, and of the prophet John the Baptist, was a
preparatory work foreshadowed also by the prophet
whom Jehovah sent to the Israelites in Gideon’s time.
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Many persons who heard the message of warning and
reformation during that period of time did turn away
from organized ‘‘Christendom’’, while many more
have remained within the confines of ‘‘Christendom’’
utterly disregarding the Word of God. Many of those
who were turned away from ‘‘organized Christianity’’,
so called, came away in a half-hecarted manner and
have continued to fear men, and henee they have
feared devils or false gods. Had the professed Chris-
tians trusted wholly in the Lord God and, as directed
by God’s Word, disregarded the teachings of men,
they would have kept themselves out of Satan’s snare.

THE ANGEL

2 Following the delivery of the message to the
Israelites by his prophet Jehovah sent his angel, not
to the Israelites, but to Gideon, because Gideon was
of the faithful remnant: ‘‘And there came an angel
of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in
Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite; and
his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to
hide it from the Midianites.”’—Judg. 6: 11.

27 Thig exactly corresponds to the coming of Jelo-
vah’s great Angel or Messenger of the covenant to
the temple in 1918, coming as he did at the conelu-
sion of the preparatory work which preceded, and at
the time of his coming he was accompanied by his
host of holy angels. (Mal. 3:1; Matt. 25:31) Jeho-
vah, by sending his angel to Gideon, there marked the
beginning of the preparation for the execution of his
judgment or vengeanee against the Midianites and
others who econstituted Satan’s seed on the earth.
That corresponds exactly with 1918, which marks the
time when, as it is written, ‘‘thy wrath is come”
against the enemy, and the beginning of preparation
for the execution of judgment or the vengeance of our
God against Satan and his horde for the purpose of
vindieating God’s name. (Rev. 11:18) It marks the
beginning of the time when God gathers unto himsclf
his faithful ones at the temple: ‘‘For the day of
vengeanee is in mine heart, and the year of my re-
deemed is come.”’ (Isa. 63:4) The great Vindicator
appearcd at the temple to deal with those whom he
would associate with himsclf in the vindication of
Jehovah’s name.

28 Joash was the father of Gideon. The name Joash
means ‘‘Jehovah-fired”’, and suggests that Jehovah is
a consuming fire against the enemies. (Deut. 4:24;
Zeph. 3:8; Mal. 3:2; Heb. 12:29) Joash was a son
of Abiczer, whose name means ‘‘father of help’’, and
who was a son of Manassch, whose name means ‘‘caus-
ing to forget (afflictions)’’ and who was Joseph's
firstborn son. The name Abiczrite points to Jehovah
as the helper, (Pss, 121:1,2; 124:8; 146:5) It is
exccedingly happifying to note how Jehovah God ar-A
ranged the small details in the prophetic drama for
the aid of his faithful oncs in these latter days. These o
things greatly comfort the remnant; manifestly that P



8 Fhe WATCHTOWER.

is why Jehovah permits them to see and understand.
20 Joash had built an altar to Baal, and beside it a
“‘grove’’, or wooden image, in utter violation and
disregard of the Word of God, and thus Joash had
marred his own good name. The fact that the divine
record names Joash and his son Gideon at this point
discloses these two pertinent facts, to wit: (1) That
the father of the Greater Gideon, Christ Jesus, is
Jehovah God; and (2) that the earthly fathers of
the remnant now on earth, who are sons of God and
henee a part of the Greater Gideon, were Baal (or
Devil) worshipers, even though prominent in the af-
fairs of ‘‘Christendom’’ and professing to be Chris-
tians, Thus we see that Joash at this point played
two parts in the prophetie drama. Subsequently Joash
is found supporting the side of his son Gideon and
arguing against Baal and against those who supported
Baal, and that further supports the conclusion that
Joash pictured Jehovah God. (See verses 30,31.) It
must not be concluded that because a creature plays
a part in a prophetic drama representing Jehovah
God he necessarily is at all times on God’s side.

30 Jideon was of the same tribe as Elisha. (1 Ki.
19:16) Gideon’s name means ‘‘tree feller’’, that is,
“‘warrior who throws down living creatures pictured
by trees.”’ In this he represented Christ Jesus, the
Vindicator of Jehovah, who wars against and throws
down the creatures that oppose Jehovah God and re-
proach his holy name. The remnant appears in this
part of the Gideon picture by reason of being in Christ
Jesus, The Greater Gideon appeared at the temple of
Jehovah in 1918 for judgment and the execution
thereof, and this work will culminate in the destrue-
tion of Satan and his organization, and the faithful
followers of Christ Jesus will be associated with him
therein. God’s prophet Isaiah surely has reference to
the Greater Gideon (the ‘‘tree feller’’ or warrior)
in the day of God's vengeance when he says: ‘‘And
the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him, ac-
cording to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of
Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he
lift it up after the manner of Egypt. Behold, the
Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with
terror: and the high oncs of stature shall be hewn
down, and the haughty shall be humbled.”” (Isa.
10:26,33) ‘““How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!’’
(Isa, 14:12) At the hand of the Greater Gideon
Satan’s organization shall become & desolation. ‘‘How
is the hammer [Satan’s tool] of the whole carth ecut
asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a deso-
lation among the nations!”’ (Jer. 50:23) ‘“All the
horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns
of the righteous shall be exalted.’””—Ps. 75:10.

81 When the angel of the Lord went to visit Gideon
he sat under an oak tree, and near by was Gideon
‘‘beating out wheat’’. (R.V.) Thus the time or scason
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of the year is fixed, and corresponds to the time of
year when Boaz redecmed Naomi and bought Ruth
for his wife. (Ruth 2:23; 3:1,2) Gideon’s beating
out the grain in the threshing time suggests the action
that is to be taken against the enemy by Christ Jesus,
whom Jehovah sends forth as his instrument to beat
Satan’s organization to picces. ‘‘Behold, I will make
[for] thee [those faithful to Jechovah] a new sharp
threshing nstrument [sledge, Roth.] having teeth [to
cut and tear] : thou shalt thresh the mountains [that
is, the divisions of Satan’s organization], and beat
them small, and shalt make the hills [bighest places
thereof] as chaff, Thou shalt fan them, and the wind
shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scat-
ter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord [Jeho-
vah, who made Christ Jesus to be the threshing in-
strument], and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel.”’
—Isa. 41:15, 16.

32 To those who are with Christ Jesus in the war
against the enemy (Rev. 17:14) Jehovahsays: ‘“ Arize,
and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine
horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass; and thou
shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will conse-
crate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance
unto the Lord of the whole earth.”’—Mic. 4:13.

3% (zideon had to thresh the grain in secret at the
winepress. The time for treading grapes had not come.
But the fact that Gideon was threshing ‘“in the wine-
press’”’ (R.V.) suggests that it was the time for the
enemy to be ecrushed, foreshadowing the due time
when Satan and his organization will be erushed in
Jehovah’s great winepress. To prevent the Midianites
from stealing his food Gideon was working in sceret
and hiding the food. That corresponded to the time
when Satan was cast out of heaven and began the
persecution of God’s remnant on earth and when God’s
organization, piectured by his woman, ‘‘fled into the
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God.”’
(Rev. 12:6,14) The angel of the Lord appeared in
human organism, and when he approached Gideon he
was not recognized as Jchovah’s messenger: ‘“And
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said
unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of
valour.”” (Judg. 6:12) Gideon and all the remnant
of Israel were then in fear, because the enemy had
come up to take away their substance. Correspondingly
about 1919 the followers of Christ Jesus on earth were
going about the land in quictness because of fear that
the enemy might attack them. It was in that year
that a convention of eonscerated ones assembled at
Cedar Point, Ohio, and there it was made known to
them, by the graee of the Lord, that the work done by
the fearless Elisha foreshadowed work yet to be done
on the earth, and that these faithful ones must go

forward in a fearless manner and do the work that A
God had put in their hands and do it to his glory. T

It now appears certain that Jehovah through the Lord
Jesus directed the publication at that time in The P
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Watchtower of the articles ‘‘Blessed Are the Fearless”’,

84 The fact that the angel appeared to and addressed
Gideon is proof that Gidecon was of the remnant of
Israel and that he had refused to bow down to Baal.
1Ie was faithful to God, and hence God chose him for
a certain work., For the same reason Jehu was chosen
to do a work of execution. (1 Ki. 19:16) Gidcon had
previously shown himself to be against the Midianites.
Likewise in 1919 those who were at that time trusting
in Christ Jesus, and who formed by his appointment
the ‘“faithful and wise servant’’ elass, had previously
done valiant service in the name of the Lord and were
rcady and willing to go forward at any time and any-
where when they were certain of the will of God con-
cerning them. Gideon at this point of the dramatic
picture more particularly represents the faithful rem-
nant, for the reason that they, and not Christ Jesus,
needed to be assured that Jehovah was with them. To
Gideon the angel said: ‘‘The Lord is with thee, thou
mighty man of valour.”” And now the faithful oncs
oh earth gathered unto the Lord have from him this
message: ‘I am with you, saith Jehovah.”” (Hag.
1:13;2:4, A.R.V.) These are men of valor by reason
of being with Christ Jesus and marching under his
leadership.

35 The response of Gideon to the angel shows that
he had a desire for the vindication of Jehovah’s name
but he desired further evidence from the Lord that he
might be sure to go in the right way: ‘“And Gideon
said unte him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us,
why then is all this befallen us? and where be all
his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did
not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the
Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands
of the Midianites.”’—Judg. 6:13.

8 The consccrated assembled at Cedar Point in
1919 were uncertain as to what was in store for them
and what they should do, but with the faint hope that
there was something to do. That was just at the turn-
ing point of the Elijah to the IElisha work. Those
there assembled were like Elisha when he stood by the
waters of the Jordan and cried out: ‘‘Where is the
Lord God of Elijah?”’ (2 Ki. 2:14) The words of
Gideon addressed to the angel showed that he there
pictured those of the consecrated whose heart devo-
tion was and is wholly to Jehovah. These faithful ones
did not then understand God’s purpose as they now
understand it. At that time they did not sce that Je-
hovah had permitted Satan and his organization to
remain until his due time to manifest his power against
the enemy and until he first had caused his own mighty
name to be declared in all the earth. (Ex. 9:16) It
was some time after 1919 that they received such
knowledge. As Gideon appeared to be discouraged,
so the consecrated in 1919 felt that God was angry
with them, but they did not understand just why.
(Isa, 12:1) Now the perilous days have come and the
battle of the great day of God Almighty draws near,
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and Jehovah permits his people to look back over the
way he has led and sce some of the marvelous provi-
sions he has made for them. They can see now how he
used them to fulfil prophetic pictures, and this
strengthens their hope.

% Jehovah's vindicator, the Greater Gideon, had
taken his place in the temple of God, and upon him
God looks with approval and delight: ‘“And the Lord
looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites:
have not I sent thee?’ (Judg. 6:14) Both Christ
Jesus and the remnant are here pictured. Gideon rep-
resented particularly the mighty Officer of Jehovah,
Christ Jesus; and as to the remnant, Gideon’s natural
weakuness pictured that these are not strong in them-
selves, but because of their faith and devotion to Je-
hovah they are ‘‘strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might’’. (Eph. 6:10) God’s time for action
had arrived and he said to Gideon: ‘‘Go in this thy
might.”’ The time had arrived to begin preparations
for the great batile that was to follow. This fore-
shadows that the time had arrived for the beginning
of preparation for the battle of Armageddon and that
those devoted to Jehovah receive the command to go
forth in the strength of the Lord and declare the day
of the vengeance of our God. This they began to do
after 1922. They have appreciated the fact that they
are sent forth by the Lord and in his strength. Gideon
was not one sclf-appointed or self-commissioned to go,
nor was he commissioned by men. Likewise Christ
Jesus took not this honor to himself, but Jehovah God
bestowed the honor upon him and appointed him to
the high position of Vindicator. (Heb. 5:4) None of
those in the Lord’s organization can be self-appointed.
They are there by the grace of God. It required some
time after 1919 for the consecrated to get their bear-
ings and to get into the swing of the work which the
Lord had appointed them to do. In 1922 there was
again an assembly of these faithful ones at Cedar
Point, and then they learned that the Lord Jesus was
at the temple of Jechovah, and in the language of
Isaiah the Lord again propounded the question: ““Who
will go for us?’”’ And the faithful in response eried
out with joy: ‘““Here am I; send me.”” And the Lord
said, ‘“Go.”’—Isa. 6:8, 9.

% Now in this day Jchovah’s witnesses well know
that they are not sent forth by man nor has any man
or men the right or authority to commission them to
preach the message of God's kingdom, and for this
reason they do not ask or apply for human authgriza-
tion. They have heard the command of the Lord, and
they go in obedicnce to that commandment, Like the
apostles they say: “We should serve God and not men.’

3 Gideon did not think too highly of himself, and
this is shown by the words addressed to the angel:
““Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold,
my family is poor [the poorest, R.V.] in Manassch,
and I am the lcast in my father’s house.”’ (Judg.
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6:15) Gideon had brothers, but he counted himself as
the least among these. (Judg. 8:18,19) Before him
there had been no judge of Isracl from the tribe of
Manasseh. Six other judges had preceded Gideon as
judges of Israel, and now he was to be the seventh.
Gideon, thus exhibiting meekness and lowliness of
heart, again pictures the Lord Jesus Christ and those
who are his true and faithful followers, and this har-
monizes with the inspired words written in the Serip-
tures: ‘“‘But God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty ; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that are; that
no flesh should glory in his presence.”’ (1 Cor. 1:27-29)
Any man who thinks too hizhly of himsclf or regards
himself as important in Ged’s organization never
stands the test that comes upon him. e must fully
appreciate the faet that he goes forth in the strength
of the Lord and that in his own strength he can do
nothing. 1t is by the grace of God and in the strength
of Christ Jesus that Jchovah’s witnesses now can ac-
complish God’s purpese toward them.

4 Being an obscure man and appreciating the dif-
ficulty of his obtaining followers in Israel that would
go into the war with him, Gideon exhibited doubt and
hesitated to attempt the work of delivering Israel. Ile
knew that he would have a real fight and that his
supporters must be rcal men. Gideon did not realize
at the time that it was Jchovah’s angel that was speak-
ing with him, and it certainly appears that within
himself he felt wholly inadequate to undertake the
deliverance of Isracl from the enemy. ¢‘And the Lord
said unto him, Surecly I will he with thee, and thou
shalt smite the Midianites as one man.”” (Judg. 6:16)
Gideon needed faith and strength, and in this he pic-
tured God’s faithful remnant, who trust not in them-
selves but who trust in the Lord.

1 God there gave assurance to Gideon that Gideon
was in the favor of Jehovah, and likewise now he gives
assurance to his people in Christ Jesus that by his
grace they may accomplish the work which the Lord
has commitied into their hands. Jehovah had to
strengthen the faith of Moses and to prepare him for
his work by giving him like assurance. (Iix. 3:12)
Call to mind now the work of God’s pcople from 1919
to 1922 and their attitude during that period of time.
They had to be repeatedly assured that the Lord God
would be with them to do the work foreshadowed by
Elisha, and the Lord God furnished this assurance.
During that period of time there was much ‘proph-
esying’ or preaching, and such was ncedful to
strengthen the faith of God’s pecople and to get them
ready to go into the field and to begin the active cam-
paign. This stirring up of their pure minds was after
the manner of Ezckiel’s prophesying to the valley of
dry bones before God’s spirit was infused into those
bones. (Ezck. $7:1-10) The period of time from 1919
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to 1922 was largely oceupied in the study of God's
Word and the organization preparatory for the work
that has followed since.

#2 (3ideon had no desire to be guided by the mere
words of man, and in this he showed that he repre-
sented those of the Lord’s children who trust in the
Lord and who lean not to their own understanding.
Not knowing that he was addressing the angel, but
thinking he was addressing a man, Gideon asked for
more proof: ‘‘And he said unto him, If now I have
found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that
thou talkest with me.”’—Judg. 6:17.

31t had probably percolated into Gideon’s mind
that this man represented the Lord, but he wanted
the proof that the message was from Jehovah., By 1922
the faithful ones marching toward the kingdom real-
ized that in times past they had relied too much on a
man. They had been told that they must not publish
anything except what that man had previously writ-
ten and published, and, wanting to be obedient, they
had made little progress. But by the time of the 1922
assembly above mentioned the faithful ones were
awakened to the fact that the word of a man who had
died was not for them a sufficient guide and now they
must take themselves more particularly te the Woird
of God and fellow that. They wanted to find a sign
or proof. In this they were foreshadowed in the cource
which (Giideon took. That does not mean that they were
showing a feigned humility by refusing service that
had been put right in their hands, but they wanted
to be sure that they were going as the Lord had di-
rected.

* (Jideon would apply a test, that he might be fur-
ther assured, and hence he addressed the messenger
who sat under the tree before him: ‘‘Depart not hence,
I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my
present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will
tarry until thou come again. And Gideon went in, and
made ready a kid, and unleavened ecakes of an ephah
of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the
broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the
oak, and presented it.”’—dJudg. 6: 18§, 19,

4 Gideon in thus addressing the messenger was ask-
ing an act of friendship on the part of his visitor that
he might be sure he was being directed in the right
way. Gideon opened the door by making ready a meal,
and in preparing that meal considerable time was re-
quired. This reminds us of the time when Jesus ap-
peared at the temple and addressed his faithful ones:
“‘Behold, T stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”” (Rev.
3:20) Jesus then gave the signal, and his faithful
followers awakened and busied themselves and opened
the door and vigorous activity began.

s Having prepared a meal Gideon brought his gift
unto the waiting messenger: ““And the angel of God
said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cales,
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and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth.
And he did so.”’ (Judg. 6:20) The angel chose an
unused rock and directed Gideon to place the food
there, and thus the angel of the Lord indicated that
the offering of the remnant, whom Gideon here rep-
resented, must be clean and must come through a
channel approved of the Lord, that is to say, through
God’s organization and in his appointed way. This
suggests that the work the Lord is doing in the earth
by his witnesses, foreshadowed by Elisha, is being done
aceording to his will and every one who is really de-
voted to the Lord is anxious to follow organization
instructions or directions, Those who are not willing
thus to do give strong evidence that they are not of
the temple class.

#7 It pleases Jehovah God for his servants to con-
vinee themselves from his Word that they are in the
right way: ‘‘Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good.’”’ (1 Thess. 5:21) Gideon was permitted the
time necessary to prepare his gift that he might con-
vince himself that he was going in the right way, and
now the Lord would give him the full assurance:
““Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the
staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and
the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of
the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened
cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of
his sight.”’—Judg. 6:21.

¢ Here was the conelusive and overwhelming proof
that this messenger had been sent by Jehovah God.
Gideon had not looked for such a marked evidence,
but now he was convinced that Jehovah had visited
his people and that he would deliver them in due time,
and in his own good way. Likewise, God’s people oec-
cupied the period of time from 1919 to 1922 in pre-
paring and bringing forth their gifts of unselfish de-
votion and service to the Lord, scarching the Scrip-
tures that they might be sure that they were taking
the right course. Then in 1922 they received greater
evidence than they had expected. The Lord brought
them to a knowledge and understanding that Christ
Jdesus was at the temple and that he had given them
a ‘‘Thus saith Jehovah’’ that God had visited his peo-
ple and was gathering them unto himsclf for the
specific purpose of advertising the King and his king-
dom and magnifying the name of Jehovah. The Lord
showed his approval of his people at that time by pour-
ing out his spirit upon them and sending them forth
in the joy of the Lord to participate in the vindication
of his name.

*® Gideon learned that he had been entertaining the
angel of the Lord, and that filled him with fear: *‘ And
when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the
Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because I
have seen an angel of the Lord face to face.”” (Judg.
6:22) Isaiah records his vision of the Lord at his
temple, and when he had the vision he eried out with
fear that he would die, for, as he said, ‘““mine eyes
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have scen the King: the Lord of hosts.”’ (Isa. 6:5)
Since 1922 God’s faithful remnant have learned and
more fully appreciated what is the proper fear of Je-
hovah. They have seen that the Lord Jesus Christ is
at the temple of Jehovah God, and God’s purposes
have been revealed to them as never before revealed to
men on carth. They see the Almighty and his forees
moving on to Armageddon, and have learned that they
are no longer to fear men or devils, but that their fear
should be of Jehovah. ‘‘Sanctify the Lord of hosts
himself ; and let him be your fear, and let him be
vour dread.”’ (Isa. 8:13) The faithful remnant aie
not eyeservants nor man-pleasers, but with fear and
trembling and with singleness of motive and heart
devotion they proceed with diligence to do the work
committed to their hands.—Col. 3:22, 23.

% God was preparing (Gideon for a great work,
which work lay just before him. That experience of
Gideon up to the point here desceribed was a prophetie
picture foreshadowing God’s people under Christ be-
ing prepared for the day of battle. Now it seems to
please the Lord to reveal to his faithful remnant the
meaning of the Gideon prophetic drama. Now the
remnant sce that long centuries ago the Almighty God
purposed to vindicate his name, reputation and fame
by the execution of his judgment upon his defamers,
and to do so at the greatest battle of all time. It
pleased him to make a picture, and to record the
same, that the remnant on earth at the end of the
world, by gaining a knowledge and understanding
thercof, might have full assurance of faith in him
and in his King, to the end that they might be com-
forted while patiently pursuing their duties of serv-
ice amidst a wicked and perverse generation. The
reality is always greater than the picture. In the
prophetic picture Jehovah sent his angel to Gideon
that Gideon might be prepared and strengthened for
the fight. Now just preceding the battle of the great
day of God Almighty he sends his mighty Angel and
Executioner, Christ Jesus, together with his host of
holy angels, to fulfil that prophetie picture made long
ago. Before Jehovah performs this mighty aet at
Armageddon he reveals to his faithful remnant that
which is about to come to pass, in order that they
might be strengthened in the Lord and in the power
of his might. The testimony of Jesus Christ now com-
mitted to the remnant must be delivered, and to do
so means a ficht, and the angels of the Lord are sent
forth to protect the remnant while preparation for
the great battle proceeds, The remnant move forward
with fear and trembling lest they should fail to avail
themseclves of every opportunity for understanding
God’s purposes and hence fail to perform the service
committed to them. It is the battle of Jchovah that

is approaching, and Jehovah is the sanctuary of his .

people. It behooves the anointed, therefore, to care-
fully eonsider the Gideon picture as it continues to
unfold to their view. Is the great fight ncar?

(To be continued)
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QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

% 9. Why does Jehovah engage in battlet What is meant by
the *battle of Armageddon’? How are the forces assem-
bled, and under whose leadership? YWho shall witness the
tvimph of the King? Who i3 ¢‘the king of glory’:1 Why
14 he designated ¢‘Jehovah of hosts’’? Identify the ¢host’.
Ly what ways has Jelhovah foretold the days of preparation
wud of battle? and for what purpose was this done?

€ 1v, Point out the players in the prophetic drama here un-
Jor consideration, and the part played by each person or
weoup; also the puipose, and the manner of accomplishing
tiut purpose, to account for Gideon’s having the most
prominent part in the drama.

€ 11 ‘I'v what preparation work does Malachi 3:1 apply?
When and how was that work accomplished? What is the
nature, and the purpose, of the preparation taking place
sinca then? Whom, then, does Gideon picture in this
prephecy?

€ 12, Show that the Israelites here picture the same ones that
they did when in Egypt. Why did Jehovah here thus deal
with the Israelites?

9 13, Who were the Midianites and the Rechabites? Account
for their picturing distinetly different classes now mani-
fest. What is seen in the fact that the Midiamtes were
permitted to oppress the Israelites for seven yearst

% 14, 15. Point out the important facts and relationslips ap-
pearinf in Judges 6:2,3; also the prophetic significance
thereodf,

9 16, 17. Show, from their names, that the leaders of those
hordes that oppressed the Israelites fittingly pictured a
class of men in the present day. Show also that the results
suffered by the Israehites for their disobedience were an
illustration of the experience of the human race as a whole.

9 18, 19. Explain whether God sent the enemies upon the
Israelites. Point out the parallel of that part of the
prophetic picture, as manifest at the present time.

% 20. Describe the situation in which the position and experi-
ence of the Israelites in the presence of the mnvading multi-
tude of plunderers finds a parallel.
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¥ 21, 22. Point out fulfilment of that part of this prophetie
pictare presented in verse 6.

9 23-25. When the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, how
did he respond, and why? What was foreshadowed therein?
Show that the condition of the Israelites, with their re-
sponsibility for such condition, was prophetic.

T 26, 27. To whom did Jehovah send lus prophet in behalf of
the sincere Israelites# When and how does this find a
correspondency ¢

T 28,29. What purpose is served by the mention liere (verse 11)
of ¢“Joash the Abiezrite’’ and ‘‘his son Gideon’’?

T 30-33, With scriptures, point out the prophetic significance
(a) of Gideon’s name. (b) Of the time and circumstance
of Gideon’s being visited by the angel.

¥ 34-36. Of what was the angel’s appearing to Gideon and
addressing him a proof? How does this apply to those
whom Gideon there prophetically represented? What 1s
shown in Gideon’s response to the anrgel? Pomnt out ful-
filment of the prophetic picture.

9 37, 38. Apply the picture presented in verse 14.

9 39-41. What important lesson is provided in verse 153 Whom
did Gideon here picture, and how is this shown? What
was foreshown in Gideon’s plea, and in the Lord’s response
thereto (verse 16)?

T 42, 43. Account for Gideon’s request as recorded in verse 17.
What was foreshadowed therein?

1 44-46. What was Gideon’s purpose in proceeding as recorded
in verses 18 and 197 What was indicated 1n the angel’s
direction concerning the offering which Gideon had pre-
sented? What is suggested thereby in respect to the activ-
ities of God’s witnesses today?

1 47, 48. Point out the sigmificance of the angel’s response to
Gideon (verse 18) and of what took place as recorded in
verses 20 and 21.

T 49. Compare verse 22 here and Isaiah 6: 5. What is foreshown
therein?

T 50. Show that the experience of Gideon up to this pomnt in
the record was a prophetic picture foreshadowing God'’s
people under Christ being prepared for the day of battle.

“PHYSICIANS OF NO VALUE”

chastity should be followed by all honest persons;
but that of itself cannot save anyone, In this the
clergy have misled the people. After a man has done
all he can, he cannot save himself. The clergy have
not told the people that there is no other way under
heaven whereby man can be saved except by faith
in the great ransom sacrifice and by full obedience to
God’'s Word. On the contrary, they have told the peo-
ple that if they would join the chureh and support
it, and refrain from stealing, breaking Sunday laws,
and like erimes and misdemeanors, such alone would
bring them eternal blessings. They have further taught
and yet teach that the clergy alone can know the prop-
er course to take, and are therefore the only ones that
are eompetent to interpret the Seriptures and advise
the people. Note how well they were foreshadowed.
Three men who eame as comforters to the greatly
affiicicd Job he ealled ““physieians of no value’’. They
burdened him with their chatter. One of the three
‘‘comforters’’, Zophar the Naamathite, said to Job:
‘*Canst thou by scarching find out God? canst thou
find out the Almighty unto perfection? For he know-
cth vain men: he seeth wickedness also: will he not
then consider it? For vain man would be wise, though

IT IS true that honesty, integrity, morality and

man be born like a wild ass’s colt. If thou prepare
thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him;
if iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let
not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt
thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be
stedfast, and shalt not fear.”’—Job 11:7, 11-15.
There are sareasm and expressed disgust in the reply
of Job, even as other honest men have expressed them-
selves concerning the bombastie speech of the elergy.
‘““And Job answered and said, No doubt but ye are
the people, and wisdom shall die with you. But I have
understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to
you: yea, who knoweth not such things as these? 1
am as one mocked of his neighbour, who ealleth upon
God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is
laughed to secorn.”” (Job 12:1-4) Then, directing his
words to the three frauds who had come with a pre-
tense of giving him aid and eomfort, Job said: ‘“What
ye know, the same do I know also; I am not inferior
unto you. Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and
I desire to rcason with God. But ye are forgers of
lies, ye are all physicians [D.D.’s] of no value. O thnA
ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should T
be your wisdom. Hear now my rcasoning, and heark-
en to the pleadings of my lips. Will ye speak wickediy P
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for God ? and talk deceitfully for him? Will ye accept
his person? will ye contend for God? Is it good that
he should search you out? or as one man mocketh an-
other, do ye so mock him ?’’—Job 13: 2-9,

Here, in their attempt to cause Job to denounce
God, appears conclusive proof that the three pro-
fessed friends of Job did not represent God, but rep-
resented the Devil. On at least two ocecasions God had
said of Job that he was ‘‘a perfeet and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil’’,
(Job 1:8; 2:3) It was while in this condition before
God that calamities had come upon Job. In the face
of God’s plain declaration that Job was upright, these
three frauds repeatedly denovnced Job as a willfully
wicked man. But now Job tcils them that they had
eome as physicians to heal and comfort him, but that
they were, instead, forgers of lies and physicians
(doctors of divinity, D.D.’s) of no value,

The purpose of Satan was to have these three men
continue to torment Job with their speech, expecting
that thereby he ecould compel Job to curse God. Amidst
the fiery darts that continued to fall from their con-
taminated lips and strike against him, Job in his in-
tegrity eried out: ‘“Wherefore do I take my flesh in
my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? Though he
slay me, yet will I trust in him; but I will maintain
mine own ways [not the ways of the clergy] before
him.”” (Job 13:14,15) Then Job further shows his
faith in God and his belief that God would make pro-
vision for his salvation. He said: ‘‘He also shall be
my salvation; for an hypoerite shall not come before
him. Hear diligently my specch, and my declaration
with your ears. Behold now, I have ordered my cause:
I know that I shall be justified, Who is he that will
plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall
give up the ghost.”’—Job 13:16-19.

The Devil’s organization, and partieularly the
‘‘shining lights’’ therein, hold forth the doctrine that
they are more holy than others, and that if other men
would become like unto them they could save them-
sclves. This very same thing appears in the debate
between Job and the three frauds. Job points out to
them that all men are born alike, and that none are
pure, even if they do everything within their power
to be pure. Therefore these three men were not com-
petent to judge him. For the same reason the clergy
are not competent to judge the people. ‘‘Man that is
born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.
He cometh forth like a flower, and is eut down: he
fleeth also as a shadow, and continucth not. And dost
thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest
me into judgment with thee? Who can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean? not one.”’—dJob 14:1-4,

The Devil’s organization on carth has for centuries
taught the people the God-dishonoring doctrine of
eternal torment. They have told the people that every
man has an ‘‘undieable’’ soul; that God has prepared
a great lake of fire and brimstone, which they call
hell ; that he will consign all the wicked to that place,
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where they will suffer forever, without any hope of
relief. God used Job to utter a prophecy in utter con-
tradiction of these false teachings of the clergy and to
show that sheol (Hebrew), called ‘‘hell”’, or the grave,
is not a place of conscious torment, and further to
prophesy concerning the resurrection of man. ‘O that
thou wouldest hide me in the grave [sheol], that thou
wouldest keep me seceret, until thy wrath be past, that
thou wouldest appoint mec a set time, and remember
me! If a man die, shall he live again ? all the days of
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.
Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have
a desire to the work of thine hands.”’—Job 14:13-15.

This statement of Job was in direet contradiction of
Satan’s first lie. (Gen. 3:4,5) Had every man an im-
mortal soul, then it could not die; nor could it be
awakened out of death and live again. Satan was
angry because Job uttered this prophecy of truth con-
cerning the resurrection of the dead, and he moved his
agent, Eliphaz, to speak in response to Job.

““Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said,
Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his
belly with the east wind? Should he reason with un-
profitable talk? or with speeches wherewith he ean do
no good? Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest
prayer before God. For thy mouth uttereth thine
iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.
Thine own mouth eondemneth thee, and not I; yea,
thine own lips testify against thee. Art thou the first
man that was born? or wast thou made before the
hills? Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost
thou restrain wisdom to thyself? What knowest thou,
that we know not? what understandest thou, which
is not in us? With us are both the grayheaded and
very aged men, much elder than thy father.”’—Job
15:1-10.

That speech is like unto the argument that the
clerzy have long used and continue to use against the
humble and honest men who seek to learn and to ex-
press the truth of God’s Word. They claim that the
clergy class is the repository of all wisdom; that the
““grayheaded’’ sages, whom they call ‘‘fathers’” in
the church, arc the only ones that should attempt to
tell of a future life. They even go to the point of per-
secuting the humble men and women who try to study
and publish the Word of God, which is the truth.
Many a member of a church has been told by his
pastor: ‘You had better not read any books or study
for yourself. Leave all that to us preachers. We are
the guardians of your soul, and your only teachers.’

Then Eliphaz, representing the enemy, makes an-
other attempt to cause Job to turn away from God
by inducing him to believe that God would have no
confidence in him. Ie goes to the extent of saying
that God has no confidence in the holy angels of heav-
en, and therefore would not have any confidence inA

filthy man, even though he sought God in God's ap- T

pointed way. At the same time Eliphaz arrogates to
himself all the wisdom from above, exactly as the P
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clergy do today. ‘‘Behold, he putteth no trust in his
saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight:
how much more abominable and filthy is man, which
drinketh iniquity like water? I will shew thee, hear
me ; and that which I have scen I will deelare; which
wise men have told from their fathers, and have not
hid it: unto whom alone the earth was given, and no
stranger passed among them.’’—Job 15:15-19.

Then Eliphaz proceeds to remind Job that he is
wicked and that he must suffer the fate of the wicked.
Job was not moved from his position of integrity by
the bombastic words of his critics. ‘‘Then Job an-
swered and said, I have heard many such things;
miserable comforters are ye all. Shall vain words have
an end? or what emboldeneth thee that thou answer-
est? I also could speak as ye do: if your soul were
in my soul’s stead, I could heap up words against you,
and shake mine head at you. But I would strengthen
you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should
asswage your grief. Though I speak, my grief is not
asswaged ; and though I forbear, what am I eased ? But
now he hath made me weary: thou hast made desolate
all my company.’’—Job 16:1-7.

In their regular turn Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar
continued to reproach Job and to remind him that
God had visited him with these great calamities be-
cause of his willful wickedness. Throughout the debate
those three men repeatedly attempted to show Job that
he will never be justified before God. Amidst it all
Job insisted that his suffering was not because of his
personal wickedness. He knew that he loved God and
had done his best to serve him so far as he knew. He
maintained his integrity in holding fast faith in God.

In this part of the prophetic picture two things are
emphasized, to wit: (1) That the three men who pro-
fessed to be friends of Job represent the organization
of Satan the enemy, and that their claim to represent
God always corresponds to that of the members of the
Devil’s organization who claim to represent God, and
that these all bring reproaches upon God; and (2) that
amidst all the misrepresentation of God throughout
the ages God has brought some honest men through the
warfare and enabled them to maintain their confidence
and faith in him. Let every person of fair mind ncw
consider how the facts fit the picture, and whet op-
portunity is held forth to suffering humanity by the
doctrines of the ecclesiastical systems. That all human-
kind, like Job, is full of putrid sores, no man can
honestly attempt to gainsay. What, then, is contained
in the doctrines of the ccclesiastical teachers that
could comfort man?

The Catholic wing says: ‘If you join our church and
follow the advice of the fathers of our chureh, when
you die you will go to heaven. Otherwise you will go
to purgatory; and if we are not able to get you out
upon sufficient consideration, then you will spend
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follow the advice of our teachers or fathers of the
church: otherwise you will spend your eternity in
torment.’

Other branches of the Devil’s organization, the pur-
pose of which is to turn men away from God, teach
men that there is no means of salvation by faith and
obedience, but that man is a ereature of evolution and
will continue by his own efforts to increase in right-
eousness until he gets his great desire.

These ecclesiastical leaders elaim to be the sole in-
terpreters of the Secriptures; and in putting forth
their false doetrines they are supported by the com-
mereial and political elements of the world. Satan is
the god thereof. There is no part of the so-called
““organized Christianity’’ that tells the pcople any-
thing about God’s purpose of redemption through the
blood of Christ, resurrection from death, and the giv-
ing of eternal life to the obedient ones on earth. The
doctrines held forth by these ecclesiastical systems,
and concurred in by their allies, not only fail to bring
consolation to suffering humanity but tend to drive
and do drive multitudes of people away from God.

The ecclesiastical systems speak of Jesus and call
him the Redeemer, but their words are merely words
of mockery, even as were the words of the three sup-
posed friends of Job. The most that is said concern-
ing Christ Jesus is that it is well to study his life as
an example, and that his life was given to men for an
example that men might attain unto a high character
that would warrant their own salvation. A great
majority of these ecclesiastical leaders deny that Je-
sus was any more than an ordinary, sinful man. They
openly deny the value of his sacrifice and repudiate
the saving power of his blood. Today there is no
ecclesiastical system under the sun that is teaching
that the blood of Jesus was shed to provide the pur-
chase price of man from death ; that all men are born
sinners, and that only through the blood of Christ can
salvation come; and that in due time God will grant
life to the obedient men on earth by resurrection.

All these religious systems pose as God’s represent-
atives, but, in fact, are members of Satan’s organiza-
tion and are therefore frauds and ‘‘forgers of lies’’
and doctors of divinity with no value. All the systems
of ‘‘Christendom’’ repudiate the kingdom of God on
earth as a means of bringing peace, prosperity, and
life, and instead adopt the Devil’s makeshift, the
League of Nations, and hail it as the savior of man-
kind. Amidst it all a few men outside the religious
systems maintain their integrity with God.

The proof is therefore conelusive that in the picture
the thrce professed friends of Job, who came as
‘‘physicians’’, foreshadow the visible part of Satan’s
organization, otherwise ealled ‘‘Christendom”’, acting
through its representatives and which Satan uses for
the purpose of turning men away from Jehovah God

eternity roasting in fire and brimstone.’
The Protestant wing says: ‘We represent God ; and
if you would be saved, you must join our chureh and

The speech of the three men, who posed as Job’s T
friends, did no honor to Jchovah, but rather cast re- Q
proach upon his name. P



LETTERS

FAITHFULNESS BRINGS JEHOVAH'S APPROVAL
Dear BROTHER IN ZION:

It rejoices my heart to tell you how much we appreciate the
privilege of service, to know that we are in this great fight.

We know the battle is raging between the two kingdoms;
the armies are gathering around, and the food that is coming
from the Lord’s table at this time will help us to gird on the
armor and to sing the praises of Jehovah God and make men-
tion that his name 13 exalted.

Wish I could tell you how much I enjoy the work, but words
cannot express the joy we receive in telling the message of
the kingdom to the poor people. We can sny the joy of the
Lord is our strength.

When we go into the camp of the enemy with the PTM your
fearlessness to proclaim the message gives us courage to press
the battle to the gate. We know the battle is the Lord’s, and
his arm is not shortened, but has come with myriads of angels.

Brother Rutherford, I try to bear in mind that our faithful-
ness to Jehovah in keeping his commandments calls forth his
delight and approval,

My prayer for you and all the dear brethren is that we may
take a firm stand as did the three Hebrews, determined to do
the Lord’s will at any cost. May the Lord continue to bless you,

With much love, in which Brother Draper joins,
Si1STER G. H. DRAPER.

THANKFUL FOR PRIVILEGES OF SERVICE
DeEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

At the campaign in Plainfield and Maplewood, Sunday,
October 14, 212 workers in the New Jersey division assembled
for service at 8: 00 a.m.

Before being dispatched to our respective duties in the field
it was our privilege to listen to the reading of Part 2 of the
article ¢*The Crucible’’.

It would be difficult to properly express the feeling of joy
and thapkfulness of those present as we listened to those words
of comfort and encouragement. In such a setting it was really
thnlhng, A few hours later 12 were imprisoned,

Jehovah’s witnesses of the New Jersey division assure you
that by the Lord’s assisting grace they will continue to press
the battle to the gate. We are truly thank{ul for the many
privileges of service, and we appreciate more and more that
our giatitude to the Lord for all the many blessings bestowed
upon us is best expressed by continuing faithful in his service.

They send their love, and wish you to know that they are
grateful for the legal services that the Lord has so graciously
provided in the many skirmishes with the enemy.

Enclosed is copy of statement regarding an incident that
oceurred Sunday evening that will probably interest you.

May Jehovah continue to strengihen you as you endeavor
to honor and magnify his name,

With best wishes and regards,

Your brother in his service,
CuarLes R. HESSLER.

(Continued from page 16)
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KlamathF, KFJI Mo
Marshficld KOOS Mo
Medford KMED Tu
Portland KWJJ Su

8:15pm
1:30pm
1:30pm
4:15pm

PENNSYLVANIA

Erie WLBW Su 10:45am
Glenside WIBG Su 1:15pm
Johnstown WJAC Su 4:30pm
Phil’a WCAU Sy 12:00 nn
Philadelphia WIP Su 7:00pm
Pittsb’gh  KQV Su 12:30pm
We 1:45pm  Fr 1:45pm
Reading WEEU Su 3:45pm
We 3:45pm

Wash’ton WNBO 8Su 9:45am
W msport WRAK Su 5:30pm
York WORK Su 3:00pm

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Manila KZEG 8u 7:00pm
Th 7:00pm

We 8:45pm Fr 8:45pm

TENNESSEE

Cha 'noogaWDOD Su 1:15pm
Th 8:00am

Jackson WTJS Bu 1:30pm
We 5:30pm Fr 5:30pm
Knoxville WROL Su 7:00pm
Memphis WMCSu 4:45pm
Memphis WREC Su 9:45am

TEXAS
Amarillo EKGRSSu 9:00am
Austin KNOW Su 10:00am
CorpusChr. KGFI Su 9:00am
We 6:45pm  Fr 6:45pm

Dallas KRLD Su10:30am
Dublin KFPLTh 8:00pm
Fr 8:45am

ElPaso KTSMSu 1:15pm
Ft. Worth KTAT Mo 5:15pm
We 5:15pm  Fr 5:15pm
Galveston KLUF 8u 8:00pm
We 8:00pm

Houston KXYZ Su 10:00am
8. Angclo KGEL 8u 1:45pm
Th 8:43am

8. Antonio KTAS Sul0:45am
Tyler KGKB Su 9:15am
We 9:15am  Fr 9:15am
Wichita F. KGKO Su 12:30pm
Th 5:15pm

UTAR
KLO Su 3:15pm
We 5:00pm
Balt L. City KSL Su10:45am

Ogden

Lynehb’g WLVA 8y 12:45pm
Norfolk  WTARSu12:30pm
Richmond WRVA Su 12:15pm

Roanocke WDBJ Su12:30pm
We 5:00pm
WASHINGTON

Aberdeen KXRO Su 1:15pm
Bell’bam KVOS Su 10:00am

Th 5:15pm

Seattle KJR 8u 10:30am
Seattle KVL Mg 4:15pm
Tu 4:153pm  We 4:15pm
Spokane  KFIO Su 9:15am
Spokane KGA Su 5:45pm
Tacoma KVIS8u 2:45pm
Walla Walla KUJ Su  7:45am
Su 1:30pm

Wenatchee KPQSu 1:00pm
Yakima KIT Su 10:00am
Th 7:00am

WEST VIRGINIA

Bluefield WIIIS Su 9:00am

Fr 8:00am
Cha’ston WCHS 8u 4:00pm
Fairmont WMMN Su 12:45pm
Hunt’ton WSAZ Th 4:00pm
Wheeling WWVA Su 10:00am

WISCONSIN
La Crosse WKBH $4 12:00 nn
Madison WIBA Su 10:05am
Mani’woe WOMT Mo 7:00pm
Th 1:00pm

WYOMING

Casper KDFN Su 10:30am

T

Th 8:45pm (0]
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{Current local time is shown in
each instance.]

AUSTRALASIA
NEW SOUTH WALES

Albury 2-AY Tu 8:45pm
Goulburn  2-GN Su 7:30pm
Grafton 2-GF Tu 7:30pm
Gunnedah 2-MO Su 7:00pm
Lismore 2-XN We 7:15pm
New Castle 2-HD Su 10:30am
Su 9:30pm Su 11:40pm
We 6:30pm

Sydney 2-UE Su 9:00am
Wiga Wiga 2-WG Bu 9:30am
We 7:45pm

QUEENSLAND
Brisbane 4-BC Su 10:15am
Mackay 4-MK Su 10:13am

Marybor’gh 4-MB We 9:45pm
Rockh 'pton 4-RO We 10:00pm
Townsville 4-TO We 8:00pm

TASMANIA
Launceston 7-LA Su
Ulverstone 7-UV Su

VICTORIA

3-BA Sul2:45pm

3-BO Su 8:45pm
Hamilton 3-HA Su 6:45pm
Horsham  3-HS Su 7:15pm
Melbourne 3-AK Su 2:15pm
Melbourne 3-AW Su 10:15am
Bale 3-TR Su 6:30pm
Swan Hill 3-SH Su 7:15pm

WEST AUSTRALIA
Kalguorlie 6-KGSu 7:00pm
Perth 6-ML Su 7:00pm

4:45pm
5:30pm

Ballarat
Bendigo

BELGIUM
WALLONIA-
BONNE
{201.7m) ESPERANCE
We 8§:45pm

Hainaut

CANADA

ALBERTA
CFCN Su 5:45pm

NOVA SCOTIA
CICB Su 9:00pm

ONTARIO
Hamilton CKOC Sul0:30am
Su 1:30pm Su 8:00pm

Calgary

Sydney

CHINA
Shanghai XMHA Su 7:30pm

CUBA

Caibarien CMIID
Spanish Su 7:00pm
CMIII Su 11:15am
(1st and 3d Sundays)
Spanish Su 11:00am
Spanish Th 11:00am
(1st and 3d Thursdays)
Havana CMK Su 11:30am
Spanish Su 9:00pm

Havana

Fhe WATCHTOWER
RADIO SERVICE

The good news of the kingdom of Jehovah is broadcast each week or oftener by these and other stations at time shown.

ESTHONIA

RADIO Su 4:30pm
(296.1m) TALLINN

Reval

FRANCE

Paris RADIO L L PARIS
We 8:15pm
RADIO NATAN-
VITUS Su12:00 nn
Tu 8:00pm Th 8:00pm

Paris

Sa 8:00pm
Toulouse RADIO
TOULOUSE We 7:50pm
Sa T7:50pm
MEXICO
Mexico XECW

Spanish Th 10:00pm

UNITED STATES

ALABAMA
Birm’ham WAPI Su 12:45pm
Birm’ham WBRC 8u 10:00am
Dothan WAGF Su 1:30pm
M’tgomeryWSFA Su 3:45pm
Muscle S. WNRA Su 6:00pm

We 8:00pm Fr 8:00pm

ALASKA

AnchorageKFQD We 9
Ketchikan KGBU Mo 7
Th 7:15pm 8a 7

ARIZONA

Bisbee KSUN 8u
We 4:00pm Fr
Jerome KCRJ Mo
We 5:15pm Sa
Spanish Th

Prescott KPJM Su
We 5:45pm Fr
Tucson KGAR Su
We 7:00pm Fr
Yuma KUMA Su
Spanish Su

:30pm
:15pm
:15pm

:00pm
:00pm
:15pm
:15pm
:30pm
:45pm
:45pm
:43pm
:00pm
:15pm
:00pm

O =aOr Ot N A

ARKANSAS

Fay'ville KUOA Sul2
Well:30am Fr
Hot Sp’gs KTHS Su
Little R’k KARK Su
Little R’k KGIII Su 7:00pm
We 5:30pm Fr 5:30pm
Little R’k KLRA Su 10:30am
Paragould KBTM Su 10:00am
We 11:30am

Texarkan. KCMCSu 6:45pm

145pm
:30pm
:00pm
:(00am

L BN

CALIFORNIA

ElCentro KXO 8u10:00am
Eurcka KIEM Su 10:30um
Fresno KMJ Su 3:45pm
Hollywood KNX Su 7:45pm
Long B’ch KGER Su 10:45uam
Los Angeles KTM Su 9:30am

Su 8:00pm Th 8:00pm
Oakland KLS 8u11:15am

We 2:45pm ¥Fr 2:45pm

Oakland KROW Su 10:156am
Su 7:30pm We 8:15pm
Fr 9:30pm  Sa10:45pm

Sa’mentoc KFBK Su 9:30am
8. F’cisco KTABSu 9:30am
Stockton EGDM Su 9:30am

We 7:15am Fr 1:15pm

COLORADO
Col’0o Spr. KVOR 8u10:30am
We 5:30pm Sa 4:30pm
Denver KFEL Su 7:15pm
Grand J’n KFXJ Su 1:15pm
Greeley KFKA Su 6:45pm
Lamar KIDW Su 7:15pm
We 2:40pm Fr 2:40pm
Yuma KGEK Mo 12:45pm
We 12:45pm  Fr12:45pm

CONNECTICUT
Bridgeport WICC Su 10:30am

DELAWARE
Wilm’ton WDEL Su 6:15pm

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
‘Washington WOL Su 6:00pm

FLORIDA
Jacksonv, WMBR Su 10:00am

Miami WIOD 8Su 5:30pm
Miami WQAM Su 5:15pm
Orlando WDBO Su 12:45pm

Pensacola WCOA Su 1:00pm

We 6:45pm
GEORGIA

Albany  WGPC Su 10:30am
Athens WTFI Su 9:45am
Atlanta WGST Su 5:45pm
Atlanta  WJTLSu 2:15pm
Augusta WRDW Su 3:00pm

Th 8:00pm
Columbus WRBL Su 9:30am
La Grange WKEU Su 3:00pm

We 3:00pm Fr10:00am
Macon  WMAZ Su 4:00pm
Rome WRGA Su 12:30pm

We 8:45pm Fr 8:45pm
Savannah WTOC Su 1:00pm

HAWAIL
Honolulu KGMB We 11:45am
Fr 7:15pm

IDARO

Boise KIDO Su 10:45am
Idaho Falls KID Su 10:00am
Nampa  KFXD Su11:00am
Mo T7:45pm
Twin Falls KTFI Su 10:45am
Su 4:45pm

ILLINOIS

Bloom’ton WJBC Sa 9:45am
Decatur  WJBL Su 10:00am
Fr 6:30am

Harrish’g WEBQ 8u 6:00pm
Quiney  WTAD Su 12:30pm
We 1:00pm

Rockford WROK Su 10:15am
Su 9:30pm  We 9:30pm
Sp'ficld  WCBS 8Su 12:30pm
Sa.11:15am

Tuscola ‘WDZ 8u 12:45pm
INDIANA
Ind’apolis WEBT Su 10:00am

Th 1:00pm
Muncie  WLBC Su 4:15pm
Fr 4:30pm

KANSAS
Coffeyville KGGF Su 1:45pm
Th 8:45pm
KENTUCKY
Louisville WAVE Su 2:45pm
LOUISIANA
Shrevep’t KWKH Su

MAINE
WLBZ Su 10:45am

MARYLAND
Baltimore WBAL Su11:30am
Cumberl’dWTBO Mo 1:15pm

We 1:15pm Fr 1:15pm
Hagerst’'n WJEJ Su 10:15am

9:45am

Bangor

MASSACHUSETTS
Babson P, WBSO Su 12:30pm
Boston WHDH Su 12:30pm
Boston WNAC Su 10:00am
Sp’gfield WMAS Suld:30am
Worcester WORC Su 10:30am

MICHIGAN
Calumet WHDY¥ Tu 6:15pm
Detroit WJR Su 10:00am
Jackson WIBM Su. 6:30pm
KalamazooWKZ0 S8u 9:45am
We 1:15pm

MINNESOTA
F’gusFallsKGDE Su 10:00am
Min’apolisWDGY Su 2:00pm

Moorhead KGFK Su 7:30pm
We 5:15pm  Fr 5:15pm
MISSISSIPPI
Gulfport WGCM 8u 9:45am
We 8:45pm
Hattiesb’gWPFB Su 1:30pm
We 7:45pm
Laurel  WAMIL Su 1:00pm
Meridian WCOC Su 10:00am
We 6:45pm
MISSOURI
Columbia KFRU Su12:00nn
We 7:15am,
Kans. G’y KWKC Su 2:00pm
Tu 7:00am
MONTANA
Kalispell KGEZ Su 9:00am
NEBRASKA

Kearney KGFW Su 10:00am
Lincoln KFABSu 9:30am
Lincoln KFOR Su 10:15am
Scottsbl’f KGKY 8u 10:15am

We 5:45pm  ¥r 5:45pm

NEVADA
Reno KOH Su10:30am
NEW JERSEY
Newark WNEW 8u10:00am

NEW MEXICO

Albug’que KOB We 5:45pmA

Roswell KGFLSu 5:15pm
We 4:30pm Fr 4:30pm

(Continued on page 15)
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e WATCHTOWER.

Pusrisrp SEMI-MONTHLY BY
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 Adams Street -~  Brooklyn, N.Y,, U.S. A,

QFFICELS
J. F. RuorHERFORD President W, E. VAN AMBURGH Secretary

“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”~ Isaizk 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of hcaven and earth and the Giver
of life t{o his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation and his active agent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief
Executive Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
cason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for ail mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority,

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and

rivilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declaro

is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throme of authority,
has ousted Batan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth,

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great
act is the destruction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lichment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall be
restored and live on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as
expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction

specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other liter-
ature to aid in such studics. It publishes suitable material
for radio broadeasting and for other means of public instruc-
tion in the Scriptures.

It adberes strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances. It i3 entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jchovah God under Christ
his Beloved King., It 13 not dogmatic, but invites careful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of tho
Seriptures. It does mot indulge in confroversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities,

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTI AFRICA, Ts.
American remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money
Order, or by Dank Drzaft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made direct to the respeetive
branch offices. Ilemittances from countries other than those men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by Internationail
Postal Money Order only,

YoreioN OFFICES

British + a4 ¢« s s o s s « 34 Craven Terrace, London, W, 2, England

Canadian .. ... ..40 Irwvin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Carada

Australasian , . 7 Deresford Road, Strathfield, N, S, W., Australia

Bouth African ., ... Boston House, Cape Town, South Africa
Pleasa address the Society in every case.

(Translations of this journal appear in scveral languages.)

All gincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
roverty or adversity are umnable to pay the subscription pirice
may have The Watchtower free upon written application to the
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so re-
questing it. We are glad to thus aid the needy, but the written
application once each year is required by the postal regulationg.

Xotice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of & new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered a3 Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N. Y., Postoffice.
Act of March 8, 1879.

KINGDOM HERALDS’ TESTIMONY PERIOD

This designates the nine days, February 2-10, in which the
publishers of Jehovah’s kingdom will unite their forces and
put forth concentrated effort in getting a particular message
into the hands of the people. In this case the message is that
contained in the new book Jehoveh; and with this testimony
period this book is released to the public. It goes without ques-
tivn'that every one who has taken the new name ¢‘Jehovah’s
witness’’ will want to have a full part in distributing this
book, and every Jonadab who has taken his stand on the side
of Jehovah will want to have as full a share therein as possible.
Such appreciative ones will begin at once to consider the matter
and to make all due preparations, as ordering supplies, arrang-
ing time and territory.

1935 CALENDAR

You will be especially pleased with the Society’s calendar
for 1935, Full of action and graphically representing the as-
tounding victory Jehovah will gamm for his name’s sake, the
calendar picture is most expressive of the year’s text and sets
forth, tuo, the part that Jehovah’s witnesses must perform all
through 1935 and eclear through to the glorious fimish. The
calendar also bears o leiter from the president and naming the

special service periods for the year. These particular service
periods, both regional and world-wide, are also 1ndicated on
the calendar date pad. Order from the Society, the Brooklvn
office or branch office, enclosing remittance with order, at 23¢
each, or five for $1.00 if sent to one address. Orders may be
grouped and forwarded through the company director or sharp-
shooter.

YEAR BOOK FOR 1935

The prophet Ezekiel regularly measured the waters flowing
out from the temple. The Society does Likewise, and here an-
nounces the 1ssue of the Year Book for 1935, Tlus contains the
president’s annual report, desciitbing the purpeses of the So-
ciety and briefly but comprehensively reviewing the activities,
the experiences and the work accomphshed during the service
year just past by Jehoval’s witnesses and Jonadab brethren
n the various countries where the Lord has placed them. Also
the 1935 year text, with appropriate comment, is prven, and
daily texts and comments for your refreshment and mstiue-
tion each day of the year. Only a limited edition is being
printed; hence the Year Book is offered at 50¢ a copy. Remut-
tance to cover should accompany order, forwarded to the
Brooklyn office or branch office. Groups of Jchovah’s witness-

es and Jonadabs should combine orders and send through lucal 0

service director or sharpshooter.
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JEHOVAH'’S BATTLE

““For Jehovah and for Gideon.”’—Judg. 7:18, A.R.V,
PART 2

EHOVAH 1is great in merey toward those who

sincerely love him. Even though his covenant

people have turned to folly, if they repent and
earnestly seek the face of the Lord he will give heed
to their penitent erics. The_ Israelites had turned to
folly, but thcre were some among them who had not
bowed the knee to Baal, and Gideon was one of such,
Doubtless Gideon had eried unto the Lord, asking that
Israel might be delivered from the hand of the enemy,
and now God had sent his angel to Gideon and dis-
closed his purpose to save Israel. The words of Je-
liovah’s prophet here seem to be appropriate for
Gideon to speak: “Shew us thy merey, O Lord, and
grant us thy salvation. I will hear what God the Lord
will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people,
and to his saints: but let them not turn again to
folly,”’—Ps. 85:7, 8.

2 From 1878 to 1918 many persons came to a knowl-
edge of the truth that was then revealed, and out from
that large company came God’s remnant. At all times
the encmy has harassed the faithful ones, and their
persecution reached a point of climax in 1917 and
1918. When the Lord came to the temple of Jehovah
ond the faithful lcarned of that great truth and be-
ron to appreciate it, they were glad and there came
upon them great pcace. They needed strength, and
God provided it. “‘The Lord will give strencth unio
his people ; the Lord will bless his people with peace.”’
—Ps. 29:11.

2 This does not mean that God’s anointed people
will be spared from persecution and the assaults from
the enemy, but it does mean that in all their trials and
amidst all their persecution those who trust in Jeho-
vah will have peace of mind and joy of heart. ‘“Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on thee: because he trusteth in thee.’’—Isa. 26:3.

¢ Mark that this promise is conditionally provided
for those who keep the mind stayed upon and trust
Jdehovah. That means to learn his purpose and to be
diligent in obeying his commandments. As the day
of battle approaches, the trials will be greater, but
the faithful will remember that the battle is Jeho-
vah’s and that he cannot be defeated. With the coming
of unity in the chureh there must be peace within

19

God’s organization, and hence his prophet foretold
the same thing in these words: ‘‘I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper
that love thce. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perlty within thy palaces. For my brethren and com-
panions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.”’
—Ps. 122:1, 2, 6-8.

§ "When the temple is cleansed no one will be per-
mitted to be therein and remain and provoke strife.
Why, then, is there today found amongst some of the
companies of Jehovah’s witnesses evidence of confu-
sion and strife? We may be sure that the ones pro-
voking the controversies, if ever in the temple at all,
will not remain very long. The King’s angels guard-
ing the temple doors will see to it that the workers
of lawlessness will be put out immediately and that
no one shall enter and stand there save he that has
clean hands and a pure heart. (Ps. 24:3.5) There
must be and will be peace within God’s organization
although the enemy continues with increased fury to
assault and persceute the faithful. Pecace of mind and
prosperity will be the portion of those who fully and
unselfishly devoile themselves unto the Lord.

% Discovering that he had been talking with an angel
of the Most High, Gideon was greatly disturbed in
mind and he needed to have his fears dispelled, and
God provided the nceded peace: ‘“ And the Lord said
unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt
not die.”’ (Judg. 6:23) The angel had withdrawn
from Gideon’s sight at this point, but probably Jeho-
vah still used the angel to speak to Gideon, and the
message from Jehovah was that Gideon should not
die, but should have pecace. Call to mind how Jeho-
vah began to assure his people through Christ Jesus
following the great tribulation of 1917 and 1918 and
to give them assurance that they should live to have a
part in his work. Learning this the remnant responded
in the language of the psalmist: ‘“I shall not die, but
live, and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord
hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me ove
unto death.

Open to me the gates of righteousness: T
I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord.” (Ps.Q
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118:17-19) The remnant sce that the presence of Je-
hovah’s great Priest, Judge and LExccutioner at the
temple does not mean adverse judgment and injury
to them, but does mecan prosperity and greater fields
for service and more extended opportunities to prove
their integrity toward the Most High.

* Gideon, having his fears dispclled, proceeded with
the work according to the will of God: ‘“Then Gideon
built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Je-
hovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites.”’ (Judg. 6:21) The marginal reading
of the words ‘‘Jehovah-shalom’” is ‘‘The Lord send
peace’’. The American Bevised Version and the Rotl-
erham marginal reading is ‘‘Jehovah is peace’’. Je-
hovah God had strengthened Gideon’s faith and given
him peace. Likewise after 1918 Jehovah through
Christ Jesus strengthened the faith and confidence of
his people, and in such confidence of peace and pros-
perity from on high the faithful servant class, by the
grace and strength of the Lord, began to build an
organization called by the Lord’s name and through
which they might make offerings unto him in true
worship and in righteousness. To this day the organi-
zation still stands and the ‘‘peace of God [Jehovah-
shalom]’’ is upon it, and saecrifice and praise to the
Lord continue within and by that organization.—
Heb. 13:15; Mal. 3:1-4.

& Then Jehovah gave a further message to Gideon:
““And it eame to pass the same night, that the Lord
said unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock, cven
the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down
the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down
the grove [the Asherah] that is by it.”” (Judg. 6:25)
The record does not say that the angel returned to
Gideon, and we know that the Lord could have de-
livered the message by the angel and without the
angel’s again appearing to Gideon. The faet that
Gideon was directed to begin his judgment work by
sacrificing his father’s bullock is in line with the truth
that the judgment proccedings by Christ Jesus, the
great Judge anointed by Jehovah, must begin and
do begin at the house of God. Why should Gideon
first throw down the altar of Baal? The answer is
that, had that altar been standing when the victory
came to (Gideon, the claim doubtless would have been
made by some that the victory was the result of Baal’s
favor, and that would be a further reproach on Je-
hovah’s name. ‘‘1 have deeclared, and have saved,
and I have shewed, when there was no strange god
fas Baal] among you: therefore ye are my witnesses,
saith the Lord, that I am God.”’ (Isa. 43:12) Baal's
altar was then and is now the ‘“table of devils’’. The
covenant under which Gideon had been born required
the destruction of images of false gods. (Ex. 23:24;
Deut. 7:5,25) Gideon must be wholly for Jehovah;
hencee he must destroy that altar.

® Christ Jesus, the Greater (dideon, makes no com-
promise with the Devil, but boldly and uncompromis-
ingly declares Jehovah’s message, All the members of
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the ‘clect servant’ elass must likewise come out boldly,
exclusively and undividedly on God’s side. Unfaithful
ones frequently say to the faithful and bold: ““Why
say so much about the Devil and his organization?
The brethren of older days and experience do not say
much, if anything, about the Devil. Why not just
preach only the message of love of God?’’ The Devil
has attempted to Iull to sleep those who have gove-
nanted to do the will of God. The faithful and true in
this day must be bold and unequivoeal in the declara-
tion of the truth. To his people the admonition of
the Lord is: ‘“And what agrcement hath the temple
of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people, Wherefore ecome out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you.”” (2 Cor.
6:16,17) This is the day of the vengeance of our
God, which must be boldly declared by his witnesses:
““To proclaim the aeceptable year of the Lord, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that
mourn.”” (Isa. 61:2) ‘‘Hercin is our love made per-
fect, that we may have boldness in the day of judg-
ment; because as he is, so are we in this world.”’—
1 John 4:17.

1 The grove, or Asherah, constituted the wooden
images of the female deity Ashtoreth, the companion
of Baal, and therefore stood for the Devil’s organi-
zation. (Judg. 2:13; 3:7) Through Moses Jehovah
had said to the Israclites in Moab: ‘“Thou shalt not
plant thee a grove of any trees near unto [R.V., an
Asherah of any kind of tree beside] the altar of the
Lord thy God, which thou shalt make thee. Neither
shalt thou set thee up any image [R.V., pillar], which
the Lord thy God hateth.”” (Deut. 16:21,22) To be
true to his name and faithful to Jehovah God Gideon
must at the beginning of his work hew down (‘fell’)
the wicked grove or eity of Asheral; likewise when
Christ Jesus began judgment at the temple he, through
his visible representatives on the earth, boldly declares
against the wicked organization of Satan and ecasts
the wicked thing to the ground.

11 The true worship and serviee of Jehovah must
be upon his ‘“‘Rock’’ or organization and must be done
orderly and in the way Jehovah orders and direets.
Hence the command to Gideon was: ‘‘And build an
altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this
rock |R.V., stronghold], in the ordered place [R.V.,
in the orderly manner], and take the second bullock,
and offer a burnt saerifice with the weod of the grove
which thou shalt eut down.”’ (Judg. 6:25) The serv-
ice of Satan must be entirely and utterly displaced
with the scrvice of Jehovah., After the coming of the
Lord Jesus to the temple, and the beginning of judg-
ment, there his faithful followers on carth began toA

sce that they had many things in conncction with the T
service of the Lord which they had brought along with (o)

them from Babylon, that these were filthy garments, P
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and that they must be put away. In the year 1921
for the first time there was put into use by God’s peo-
ple a year- and weekly-text calendar, and the theme
thereof was ‘‘Jehovah’s Works”’, and since then it
has been seen that Jehovah is the all-important One
and that the vindication of his name is the paramount
issue. It was a real test to Gideon to obey the order
and to take the wood of the ¢rove [Asherah] and
burn it, and upon it sacrifice his father’s bullock. It
was a case of loving Jehovah God more than father,
brothers, or any earthly relation or thing. Jehovah’s
covenant must be kept, and his orders obeyed. It has
been a real test upon the remnant to break away from
the habits or practices of their earthly rulers and of
their so-called ‘‘spiritual fathers’’ and to boldly ad-
vance the service of God. These tests the faithful must
bravely meet and faithfully perform in obedience to
the commandments of God.—DMatt. 10: 37,

12 3ideon’s action is a criterion to guide all who are
truly devoted to Jehovah: ‘‘Then Gideon took ten
men of his servants, and did as the Lord had said unto
him; and so it was, because he feared his father’s
household, and the men of the city, that he eould not
do it by day, that he did it by night.”” (Judg. 6:27)
Ten is a symbol of carthly completeness. Shortly fol-
lowing 1914 Jesus cast down Satan to the earth; then
he committed to the ‘‘faithful and wise servant’’ class,
the remnant collectively, the whole, that is, all, of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and which is here sym-
bolically pictured by the number ten, and these to
whom the testimony was committed must cast down
and openly and publicly rejeet all forms and cere-
monies employed by Satan’s organization, and which
‘soiled garments’ were had by those faithful ones
when they came out of Babylon. The latest idol is
the League of Nations, the substitute for the kingdom
of God, the ‘‘image of jealousy’’, the abominable thing,
and which must be cast down. (ILzek. 8:5) Gideon
did not fear that injury would be inflicted upon him
by the members of his father’s house, but he feared
that they would interfere with his work if he did it
in the daytime; therefore he did it by night. He was
not trying to hide himself and his work, but that he
might get the job done without interruption or inter-
ference. Ile did it quietly. Ile could not hide or avoid
the responsibility for the destruction of the idol of
Baal, because all would know that he did it. He sur-
prised the Baal worshipers and showed them that in
the absence of the worshipers the idol was a helpless
and vain thing. God's remnant, under Christ, have
taken a like course of doing a certain work of de-
stroying idols and then exhibiting to the foolish and
to the opposers that these former, false ceremonies are
idol worship and are in vain.

13 When daylight came, Gideon had finished the
job: ““And when the men of the city arose carly in
the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down,
and the grove [Asherah] was cut down that was by
it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar
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that was built.”’ (Judg, 6:28) In a like seeret way
Goed’s faithful people got some work done during the
time of their retirement in the wilderness eondition
for 1,260 days. (Rev. 12:6,14) During those days
God’s faithful people were sheltered by the darkness
of the night ‘from the face of the dragon’ and his
carthly seed. During those days the Lord, through
The Watchtower, gave to his people the eorrect view
of Satan, ‘‘the beast,”’ and the ‘‘image of the beast’’
and cast these things to the ground. (The Waichiower,
January 1, 1921) Gradually these truths came to the
light of day so that the people could know them. Then
‘“Christendom’’, that is, the Baal worshipers, ob-
served that Jehovah’s witnesses are challengers of
Satan and his organization. The people have bcen
plainly told that deliverance cannot come to them
through the League of Nations or any other worldly
scheme, such as the Catholic Guild Prayer Movement,
launched by the Catholie hierarchy and endorsed by
the ‘“distinguished men’’ of the nation. They are told
that their deliverance can ecome only through Christ
Jesus and his kingdom.

4 Next morning the Baal worshipers inquired who
had done these things, in destroying Baal’s image.
The leaders in ‘‘Christendom’’ also ask one another
why Jehovah’s witnesses are so much against them
and why they are deelaring against them and throw-
ing them down: ‘“And they said one to another, Who
hath done this thing? And when they inquired and
asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done
this thing.”’ (Judg. 6:29) Those of ‘‘Christendom’’
today who make such inquiries and who try to learn
the answer are 1old that Jehovah’s witnesses are dili-
gent in their work because Jchovah is God and Christ
is King, and that the kingdom of God under Christ is
the sole hope of humankind, and that God through
Christ will destroy the Devil’s organization, and that
he has sent Christ Jesus the Greater Gidcon to do
that work of destroying Satan’s organization to the
end that the people might be relieved and God’s name
vindicated. They are further told that Jechovah’s
witnesses must declare these truths hecause God has
commanded them so to do, The Resolution of Novem-
ber 27, 1921, adopted and put forth at Washington,
D.C., and addressed to tite **Conferenee on Limitation
of Arms’’, was to that very effect. Since 1925 ¢/ Chris-
tendom’’ has been repeatedly informed that Satan has
been cast out of heaven to earth, and that it has been
done by Christ Jesus the Grealer Gideon, and now
‘‘Christendom’’ has no excuse to be ignorant of that
fact.

13 To be sure, the devil worshipers would want to
kill Gideon for interfering with their god Baal: *‘Then
the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son,
that he may die: because he hath cast down the altar
of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that
was hy it.”’ (Judg. 6:30)
is the reaction of ‘‘Christendom’’ to Jehovah's wit-
nesses because of their stand and their activities. P

The same wicked spirit T
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These Baal worshipers eall upon God to destroy Je-
hovah’s witnesses and their work. Even to this day
those who were onece of the ‘“elective elder’’ class, and
those who are of the ‘“man of sin’’ group, are indig-
nant toward Jehovah’s witnesses and subtly seck to
have them destroyed. They ask to have Jehovah,
whom Joash, Gideon’s father, foreshadowed, remove
his protection from his witnesses that the opposers
might vent their wrath on them and put them to death.

16 Joash did not yield to the entreaties of the Baal
worshipers, but took his stand against them: ‘“And
Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye
plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead
for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morn-
ing: if he [Baal] be a god, let him plead for himself,
beeause one hath cast down his altar.”” (Judg, 6:31)
Here is proof that Joash in this prophetic drama pie-
tured or stood for or in the place of Jehovah God,
because his argument is exactly in line with Jeho-
vah’s statement at Deuteronomy 32:37,38. It re-
scmbles the argument of Elijah acainst Baal recorded
in 1 Kings 18: 27. The fact that Baal had been unable
to protect himself against the destruction of his
wooden image was proof that he is no god, and Joash
in effect told the men so. His instructions to them to
let Baal plead for himself were in full accord with
Jehovah’s law. (Deut. 17:2-7; 13:6-10) This also
shows that Joash (meaning ‘‘Jehovah-fired’’) repre-
sented Jehovah, the Father of the Greater Gideon,
who is Christ Jesus. To be sure, Jchovah put that
argument into the mind of Joash, because it forms a
part of the prophetic drama. Likewise it was the Lord
who caused to be prepared and promulgated the
Resolution, that is, ‘‘The Challenge,”” by the faithful
servant class, which was done at Cedar Point in 1922
and which was based upon Isaiah’s prophecy. Jeho-
vah says to the Devil and his representatives: ‘‘Let
them bring them forth, and shew us what shall hap-
pen: let them shew the former things what they be,
that we may consider them, and know the latter end
of them; or declare us things for to come. Shew the
things that are to ecme hereafter, that we may know
that ye are gods; yea, do gcod, or do evil, that we may
be dismayed, and behold it together. Behold, ye are
of nothing, and your work of nought [margin, worse
than nothing]: an abomination is he that chooseth
you.”’ (Isa. 41:21-24) The remnant must be the bold
and unqualified challengers of the Devil’s crowd.

17 Certainly the position of Joash shows that none
of God’s people should argue for the enemy of God.
In this day those who oppose the work being done by
the Greater Gideon and his remnant thereby take the
side of the Devil and they must do the arguing for
the Devil and his henchmen. Only the Devil’s crowd
could raise any objection to the active work of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, and no one fully devoted to Jehovah
could interfere with the work of the remnant which
they are now doing. Let the Devil and his seed plead
for his own. Those now opposing the work being done
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under the Lord’s direction and against Satan thereby
spell their own destruction, Fear of offending any
part of the Devil’s organization must be completely
put cn ithe side, and the witnesses of the Lord must
declare for God and his kingdom, and the vengeance
of our God against the wicked one.

12 1t was on that oecasion, when Gideon showed his
faith and confidence in God and when his father Joash
took the position he did, that the name of Gideon was
changed: ‘‘Therefore on that day he called him Jerub-
baal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he
hath thrown down his altar.,”” (Judg. 6:32) The
name ‘‘Gideon’’ means ‘“tree feller’” or ‘‘warrior’’.
His name was changed to *‘Jerubbaal’’, meaning ‘‘Let
Baal plead for himself’’; hence showing that he was
a witness against the Devil. The new name meaning
‘‘Let Baal plead for himself”’ clearly implies a wit-
ness for Jehovah and against the Devil, and to such
witness the Devil has no power to successfully plead.
Joash’s calling his son by a new name strongly sug-
gests the giving of the new.name by Jechovah to his
faithful witnesses, who by reason of being in Christ
are a part of the Greater Gideon. ‘‘Let all the na-
tions be gathered together, and let the people be as-
sembled : who among them can declare this, and shew
us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses,
that they may be justified; or let them hear, and say,
It is truth.”” (Isa, 43:9) ““For I beheld, and there
was no man; even among them, and there was no
counsellor, that, when I asked of them, ecould answer
a word. Behold, they are all vanity; their works are
nothing : their molten images [such as Baal] are wind
and econfusion.”” (Isa. 41:28,29) The challenge to
Baal in modern times reached a eclimax in the adop-
tion and in the promulgation of the message and reso-
lution at Detroit, August 5, 1928, deelaring for Jeho-
vah and against Satan. Surely the Lord throush his
anzel directed the preparation and the proclamation
of that message, and thus showed that Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are pursuing the right course in boldly testi-
fying against Satan and his wicked hosts.

1% Stunned by the rebuke God had given them by the
hand of Gideon, the enemy eombined to bring about
the destruction of Gideon and those who were with
him: ““Then all the Midianites and the Amaleckites and
the children of the east were gathered together, and
went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.”
(Judg. 6:33) There was no king of Isracl at that
time, but all the enemies of Israel, under the direc-
tion of Satan, united in a common cause of wicked.
ness. They consorted together, and then, erossing the
Jordan river, the enemy assembled in the valley of
Jezreel, prepared for battle against Isracl. That val-
ley extends westward from the Jordan and forms the
eastern entranceway to the plains of Iisdraclon and
the valley of Megiddo. The city of Jezreel stood at theA

western end of the valley of Jezreel. It belonged to T

the tribe of Issachar. (Josh. 19:17,18) There several
years later Naboth was foully murdered in order to P
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grab his vineyard, and there later the dogs licked the
blood of King Ahab, the murderer, from his chariot.
Ahab’s son Jehoram was slain at the same place, and
there also old Jezebel was killed by the order of Jehu,
and there before the gate of that city, the seventy
gons of Ahab having been slain by Jehu’s order, their
heads were piled up for Jehu to behold. ‘‘Jezreel’’
means ‘‘God’s seeding place’’, and thus suggests the
great fertility of the valley. It was now about the
conclusion of the harvest time and Gideon was thresh-
ing the wheat crop. This seems to point to the pros-
perity Jehovah has given to his remnant as deseribed
in the prophecy. (Ezek. 36: 7-15, 29-38) Now Gog and
his allies have consorted together and formed a con-
spiracy against Jehovah’s remnant, pictured by Gid-
eon at this point. (Ezek. 38:10-16) The lust of the
enemy is for spoil and murder, and to this end the
enemy joined together in a common cause. (Ps. 83:1-6)
The work of Jehovah’s witnesses, under the leader-
ship of Christ Jesus, now prospers, however, and even
in this present time of great world depression the wit-
ness work continues to prosper, notwithstanding the
attacks of the enemy hordes in their effort to destroy
Jehovah’s remnant. (Judg. 6:5) Since 1918 Satan
and his field marshal Gog have gathered together all
nations and are marching them on to the battle of
the preat day of God Almighty. (Rev. 16:14) The
day of battle draws near, and the remnant are shout-
ing for God and for his Vindicator.

20 Jehovah was making this picture and was direet-
ing Gideon, without a question of doubt. ‘‘But the
spirit of the Lord eame upon [margin: clothed]
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, and Abiezer was gath-
ered after him.”” (Judg. 6:34) The coming of the
Lord’s spirit upon Gideon is paralleled in the out-
pouring of the holy spirit described by Jechovah’s
prophet. (Joel 2:28,29) The second outpouring of
the holy spirit began with 1922, (Acts 2:16-18) That
was the time when the 390 years and the 40 years of
Jehovah’s bearing with ‘‘ Christendom’s’’ iniquity had
expired and after the siege of ‘‘Christendom’’ as a
part of Satan’s organization must begin.—Ezek. 4:1-8;
Vindication, Book One, page 57.

21 The day of battle is approaching, and Jehovuh,
manecuvering his foreces as well as the enemy’s, calls
upon the enemy to draw his weapons of war, and the
blowing of the trumpet gives him notice. The sound-
ing of the trumpet of the Lord summons all of his
faithful ones to the fight: ‘“And he shall send his
angels with a great sound of a trumpet; and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.’’ (Matt. 24:31)
‘¢ And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great
trumpet shall be blown, and they [the remnant] shall
come which were ready to perish in the land of As-
syria [1917-1918 World War conditions], and the
outeasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the
Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.’’—1Isa, 27: 13.

22 Gideon’s trumpet was an alarm to the pcople to
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rally and prepare for war, It wasin 1922 that Christ
Jesus, the Greater Gideon, caused his angel to sound
the first of the seven trumpets. (Revelation 8; Light,
Book I, pages 99-113) It is stated that Abiezer, which
means ‘‘father of help’’, was called and was gathered
unto Gideon. Likewise now those of ‘‘father-helpt”’,
that is, those helped by Jehovah, have gathered unto
Christ, the Greater Gideon, and have turned their
backs on ¢‘Christendom’’ and on all things conneeted
with Satan’s organization. Those of Gideon’s own
household took their stand with him; and so now all
who look to God for help take their stand on the side
of Christ Jesus, the great Vindicator.—Judg. 8: 18-20.

3 (3ideon assembled the northern tribes for war:
““And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh;
who also was gathered after him: and he sent mes-
sengers unto Asher, aud unto- Zebulun, and unto
Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.”’ (Judg.
6:35) He sent messengers to those of his own tribe,
Manasseh, and to the tribes of Asher, Zebulun and
Naphtali, and these he gathercd unto him. Later the
tribe of Iphraim was cailed to the colors. (Judg.
7:24,25; 8:1-3) From the four assembled tribes the
army of Gideon was finally selected that put the
enemy to flight, the tribe of Ephraim joining in the
fight later on.

2¢ The men of the four tribes encamped about Gid-
eon, but Gideon still seemed to have some doubt, and
he asked God to give him some further proof that the
Most High would support him as his servant and de-
liver Israel: “* And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt
save Isracl by mine hand, as thou hast said.”” (Jude.
6:36) This action on Gideon’s part furnishes no
reason for criticism of Gideon. It is true the angel
of the Lord had visited Gideon and had given him
proof that God was with him, but it pleased the Lord
to give Gideon further proof, Jehovah well knowing
that a vary severe test would come to Gideon later,
when his army was whittled down to 300 men, and
God was willing to now furnish cumulative evidenee
assuring Gidcon that he still was in the favor of the
Most High. That such is the rule followed by Jeho-
vah toward his ereatures is shown by his giving eumu-
lative evidence to those who are his faithful witnesses
today and hence on his side. The opposers criticize
The Watchtower for having called attention time and
again to the presence of the Lord Jesus at the temple
and the act of vindicating Jehovah’s name, but be
it known unto all that Jehovah has made the rule of
““line upon line”’ and proof upon proof, to the end
that no one may have excuse to say that he did not
know and no one would have an excuse for being in-
active in the Lord’s serviee. Otherwise stated, Jehovah
emphasizes the importance of certain great truths by
repeating them time and again, Those who now love
the Lord rejoice in the continued unfolding of proph-A

ccy which tecaches them the stupendous truths so im- T
portant and which they now so much need. They de- Q

light to find these repeated and supported in many P
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parts of the prophecies, and thus they have an assur-
ance doubly given from the Lord that they are on his
side.

* The desire to have full assuranece led Gideon to
propose a test, and thercfore he said to the Lord:
““Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and
if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon
all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt
save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.”’ (Judg,
6:37) A fleece of wool would be the entire eoverinz
of a sheep, the wool being still on the skin, and would
speak of a slain animal, picturing the Lamb of God.
The sheep skin Gideon spread upon the threshing
floor, a floor with a hard, dry surface. This place,
being near the winepress and being a threshing floor,
symbolically speaks of threshing and erushing of the
encmy by the Greater Gideon, The test of Gideon pro-
posed that the dew come upon the flecce only, and
this shows it must be done by Jehovah, beecause men
cannot make dew. God ean make dew, and hence
Gideon can properly place a test on God. ‘“Who hath
begotten the drops of dew?’’ (Job 38:£8) ‘‘DBy his
knowledge . . . the clouds drop down the dew.”
(Prov. 3:20) ‘““The king’s . . . favour is as dew upon
the grass.”” (Prov. 19:12) The time of this test was
in the dry season, and the latter rains were entirely
gone from the land. It was the time of dew, symboliz-
ing also a season or time of blessing. (Gen. 27:39;
Hag. 1:10; Deut. 33:28) It being the season of no
rain, the dew had brougit refreshment and reviving
power. (Hos. 14:5; Miec. 5:7) Dew was also used as
a symbol of the ““oil of joy’’. (Ps. 133:1-3) “‘The
flecce’’ employed in the test pietured the Lord Jesus
Christ, ‘‘a Lamb as it had been slain.”” (Rev. 5:6)
The dew descending upon the fleece would picture the
Lord Jesus Christ, at 1914, as receiving the joy accom-
panying his commission from Jehovah to proceed with
the work of vindicating his name. For a long period
Jesus had waited, and now the command and commis-
sion had come to proceed with his great work, and
that was a thrilling joy to him.

26 The request of Gideon to the Lord was that he
would send the dew upon the fleece and that the
ground beside it ke dry. The dry ground round about
the flecee well pictures Jehovah'’s faithful servants,
particularly from 1914 to 1918. It was in 1914 that
Christ Jesus was enthroned; in 1918 he came to the
temple and gathered unto himself those then found
faithful. Those faithful ones sleeping in death had
no reviving during that period of time, but must wait
a ‘‘little season’’ in their graves. (Rev, 6:11) During
that short period of time those faithful ones alive on
the earth were trodden down and beaten like a thresh-
ing floor, and they were thus symbolized by the ground
that was dry and which surrounded the fleece. (Rev.
11:2) “‘Thus saith the Lord, For three transgressions
of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the
punishment thercof; because they have threshed
Gilead with threshing instruments of iron.”” (Amos
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1:3) The ‘dew upon the fleece’ pictured the Lord
Jesus receiving his joy; while at the same time the
dry ground around the fleece pictured his faithful ones
who had not yet cutered into the joy of the Lord.

27 If the test should prove right as Gideon had re-
quested of Jehovah, ‘“then,’” said he, ¢‘shall T know
that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast
said,”” In 1914 the Greater Gideon, Christ Jecus, re-
ceived from Jehovah the joy-inspiring command to go
forth with authority and rule in the midst of the
enemy. (Ps. 110:2) Jesus then knew that Jchovah
would vindicate His name and save by his hand those
who put themselves wholly under the command of the
Lord.

8 God granted Gideon’s request: ‘‘And it was so:
for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the

cece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece,
a bowl full of water.”’” (Judg. 6:38) The antitypieal
beginning of the fulfilment of that prophetic sion
was in 1914, and Jehovah’s faithful remnant, by the
grace of Ged, were permitted to sec and understand
it first in 1925, with the publication of the Septem-
ber 15 (1925) Watchtower, explaining the 110th Psalm
under the title ‘“‘The King in Action’’, Then it was
that the remnant began to appreciate the truth that
Jesus Christ had waited a long period of time to re-
ceive the ‘‘dew’’, that is, his joyful commission to
act. As Gideon ‘“‘wringed . . . a bowl full of water”’
out of the flecece, even so Christ Jesus was given joy
in a copious quantity, that is to say, a full measure
of joy by the fact that he was now to act to vindicate
his Father’s name. His cup of joy ran over. In com-
missioning him to go forward on this wonderful work
of vindication Jehovah said to him: ‘‘Thou art fairer
than the children of men; grace is poured into thy
lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever, Gird
thy sword upon thy thigh, O most Mighty, with thy
glory and thy majesty. And in thy majesty ride pros-
perously because of truth and meekness and right-
eousness ; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible
things. Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of tie
King’s enemies; whereby the people fall under thee.
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre
of thy kingdom is a right sceptre, Thou lovest right-
eousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
thy fellows.”’—DPs. 45: 2-7,

22 Then Christ Jesus invited his faithful followers,
who upon examination were found to be faithful, to
“‘enter . . . into the joy of thy lord”’. (Matt, 25:21)
Thereafter Jesus Christ eould well say in the pro-
phetie language to the faithful: ‘““Open to me, my
sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled [freed from Sa-
tan’s organization, and covered with the robe of right-
eousness] : for my head is filled with dew [joy], and
my locks with the drops of the night.”’” (Cant. 5:2)

Now Jesus Christ would share his great joy with those T

faithful standing with him,
30 Jf we keep in mind that this is a prophetie picture P
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made and written long zzo for the comfort and assur-
ence of the remnant (Rom. 15: 4), then we ean better
appreciate why there must be another or second test.
“*And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be
hot [R.V., be kindled] against me, and I will speak
but this once: Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once
with the fleeee ; let it now be dry only upon the fleece,
end upon all the ground let there be dew.”’—Judg.
6:39.

8 That prophetic pieture was telling of things that
must eome o pass in the future; hence this second
test. Gideon here pictured the remnant of God taken
into the family of God under Christ Jesus, and the
picture was made to reinforee and strengthen the faith
of these devoted ones. It is hardly probable that
Gidcon originated the test in his own mind, but that
these tests were suzgested and made by the angel of
the Lord. It is certain that the tests were according
to the will of God, since God granted Gideon’s re-
quest. To establish to a certainty that the first test was
not due to a trick of nature, as some might claim, the
second test was arranged and made. The petition of
Gidcon for a second test shows that Christ Jesus does
not make pectition for his own gratification, but does
so that the will of his Father might be done and that
His name might be vindicated, and that his faithful
followers, the remnant, might be fully assured. The
request of Gideon that in the second test the fleece be
left dry and that the ground round about the flecee
be made wet with dew pietures Christ Jesus’ asking
Jdehovah that his faithiul and approved followers
might now enter into his joy and be made one with
him and partieipate in the vindieation of Jehovah’s
name. (Eph. 1:10) It is in line with the truth Jesus
uttered before his erucifixion: ‘“And for their sakes
I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth. Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they
niay behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.””
(John 17:19,24) In these ‘‘last days’’, when there
is great stress upon all mankind, the remnant rejoice
to sce the fulfilment of these prophetie pictures, and
this is an assurance to them that they are on the side
of Jchovah; and therefore they are made doubly
strong. God granted Gideon’s request for the seeond
test, “‘And God did so that night : for it was dry upon
the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.”’
(Judg. 6:40) Now as to the antitypical fulfilment of
this part of the prophetie picture. It was in 1918 that
the Lord Jesus appeared at the temple of Jehovah.
The first antitypical fulfilment of this part of the pie-
ture was that of raising from the dead the faithful
sons that slept in death. Under inspiration of the holy
spirit the apostle Paul had testified that the faithful
1nust wait in death until the appearing of the Lord
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such faithful ones, as Paul, must precede the gather-
ing of the faithful remnant yct remaining on the earth,
(1 Thess. 4:14-17) Prior to his coming to the temple
the Lord Jesus had been ushered into the ‘‘joy of
Jchovah’’, (Neh. §:10, A.R.V.) Into this joy he was
ushered when enthroned and sent forth to rule, and
this is pictured in the second test by only the fleece’s
being dry. It was after the Lord had cast Satan out
of hecaven, and hence after he had received and entered
into the joy of Jehoval, that he gathered the faithful
and approved ones to the temple and they entered
into the joy of the Lord. In the second test the dew
was on all the dry ground round about the flecce. The
ground wet by the dew here pictured the faithful and
approved remnant class, showing that now they had
entered into the *‘joy of the Lord’’ the beginning of
which took place in 1922. In order that this point may
be more clearly understood it is well here to repcat
that the dew is a symbol of the joy of the Lord and
of the refreshing blessing that eomes through Jeho-
vah. The dew upon the flezcce while the ground about
it was dry symbolized the Lord Jesus himself entering
into the joy of Jehovah ; and that was in the first test.
In the second test the dew was upon the ground and
the fleece was dry, thus picturing that the faithful
ones gathered to the temple and anointed of the Lord
had entered into the joy of the Lord. The divine ap-
proval of the faithful servant class was then confirmed
upon them by the pouring out of God’s spirit upon all
such flesh entering into the joy of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It was there that the unifying process began in a spe-
cial way. The dew of joy of dwelling together in unity
besan to distill upon Christ’s true brethren on earth.
Those really and completely devoted to God have eon-
tinued and do now continue to rejoice in the unity and
harmonious action of those gathered at the temple.
““‘Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity!”’—Ps. 133: 1.

32 This unity reached a elimax with the cleansing of
the temple, and those who entered into and have re-
mained in the temple have continued in this state of
unity in Christ. That unity and harmonious action
of the faithful remnant was pictured by the words
of the psalmist, to wit: “‘It is like , . . the dew of
Ilermon, and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion [even as he had commanded it in
Gideon’s test]: for there the Lord commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore.”” (Ps. 133:1-3) With
this unity and harmonious action God has continued
to send his refreshing truths to his people. When God
fed his covenant people in the wilderness, first the
“dew fell upon the ecamp’’ at night and then ‘“manna
fell upon it’’. (Num. 11:9) Even so with the coming
of the unity of the brethren of Christ, as pictured by
the dew on the dry ground, there fell the heavenly
bread of truth which the Lord has revealed and given

Jesus at the temple, and that then such would receive
the erown of life and enter fully into the joy of the
Lord. (2 Tim. 4:8; 2 Thess. 2: 1) The resurrection of

to his people and which continues to give strength T
and hope to those who hold fast their faith and confi- Q
dence with Christ Jesus. P
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8 The cleansing of the temple having taken placo
and the unity in Christ Jesus having come, then why
are there certain companies of professed followers of
Christ Jesus who have trouble among themselves and
some among whom continue to provoke controversies
and strife? There is but one answer to that gquestion,
and that is that the ones who cause dissension and
strife and divisions amongst the brethren are not in
the temple and do not appreciate the food that the
Lord is giving to his people. If ever in the temple at
all they have been ousted by the angel of the Lord.
Those who still have and manifest the ‘‘clective clder”’
spirit, which is the spirit of ‘‘Rule or ruin’’, eertainly
cannot be included in the class mentioned by the
psalmist as those that dwell together in unity. One
wholly devoted to God and his kingdom does not de-
sire to boss or to arrogantly rule over his brethren,
but he delights to sce his brethren have some part in
the service and to encourage them to participate there-
in. The faithful ones do not seck the approval and
honor of men, but they are diligent to do the will of
God that they might have his approval and the ap-
proval by the Lord Jesus Christ.

84Tt seems quite probable that there have been
amongst the various companies in line for the king-
dom those who have trecated carelessly and with in-
difference the spiritual food the Lord has set before
his people, and hence they are ignorant of God’s
gracious provision for his faithful ones, The really
zealous oncs believe that God and Christ Jesus are
the only teachers and that they are teaching the
anointed by sending the message of truth to them
through the Watch Tower publications, and believing
this they are diligent to feed upon such precious truths
and to help others to understand them, Those who
thus do continue to grow strong in the Lord and in
the power of his might. If a man thinks himself so
important that he must interpret the Secriptures in
his own way and put his interpretation before others
for them to follow, and thus assumes to be a teacher,
he is proud and knows not anything, and is certain
to be found among those who cause controversies, con-
fusion and strife. The Lord Jesus is the Teacher at
the temple, and the truths that he sends to his people
are the victuals upon which the faithful must and will
feed. ‘“‘If any man teach otherwise, and consent not
to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the doetrine which is according to godli-
ness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy,
strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of
men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw
thyself.”” (1 Tim. 6:3-5) The faithful and true wit-
nesses of Jehovah will not seck to do injury to one
another, but will pursue the way of godliness pointed
out for them hy the Lord, and will thereby continue
in his joy and in doing his will. ‘‘But godlincss with
contentment is great gain,’’—1 Tim. 6: 6.
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385 The true remnant now rejoice to be a part of the
Lord’s ‘“threshing floor’’ or ‘‘threshing instrument’’
with which the Lord God threshes Satan’s organiza-
tion. Such representatives do not fight among them-
selves, but they delight to fight against the enemy, and
this they do by diligence and zeal in proclaiming the
name of the King of eternity and of his anointed Ruler
of the world, and the blessings he will bring. Christ
Jesus is the ‘“threshing floor’” or means of threshing
Satan’s erowd, and the faithful remnant are with him
and hence a part of that threshing floor. ‘‘ And, hehold,
here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horse-
men. And he answered and said, Babylon i3 fallen,
ig fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he
hath broken unto the ground. O my threshing [Baby-
lon], and the corn of my floor: that whieh I have
heard of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have I
declared unto you.”’ (Isa. 21:9,10) The joy of
threshing Satan’s organization and vindieating Jcho-
vah’s name fills the heart of the Lord Jesus and over-
flows, and likewise is the joy and strength of the
remnant. (Neh, 8:10) The faithful remnant have no
desire to make war on anyone who is trying to serve
the Lord, but they are bold, fearless and diligent and
unrelenting in giving their testimony, which has been
committcd to them by Christ Jesus. Their econtinued
fearlessness and zeal is a sign to the enemy that the
enemy is about to be destroyed. ‘“And in nothing
terrified by your adversaries; which is to them an
evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation,
and that of God.””—Phil. 1:28.

3¢ When the faithful are severely criticized by others
of the company with which they are associated, they
are not to retaliate by indulging in controversies, but
will busy themselves with the work which the Lord has
committed into their hands. Their joy in the Lord
must not be interrupted by indulging in personalities
and unfruitiul arguments with others. Their joy in
having a part in the vindication of the name of Jcho-
vah God has brought forth the faithful anointed or
““young men’’ or youths on the side of Jesus Christ,
and they are strong in the Lord and they continue in
his strength and might, They not only are willing, hut
delight to go forward in the war for the Lord and for
the honor of his name. They know that their part in this
work is to sing the praises of Jehovah and of his King,
and this they willingly do. ‘‘Thy pcople shall be will-
ing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness
from the womb of the morning [morning of Zion,
when she, God’s organization, begins housckeeping
(Ps. 113:9) ] : thou hast the dew of thy youth [that i,
the youth of thy people].’”” (Ps. 110: 3) These faithful
ones are as fresh as the morning dew and go forth with
joy to the fight under the banner of the Lord. Acecord-
ing to the R.V. marginal reading of this text: ‘‘“Thy
youth are to thee as the dew.’”” These faithful and

zealous soldiers under Christ Jesus are as dew upon T

many pcople, who receive refreshing from their efforts
to magnify the name of Jehovah, ‘‘And the remnant P
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of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, as a
Cew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass,
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons
of men.”” (Mic. 5:7) It is now the privilege and duty
of the remnant in obedience to God’s command to [ift
up the standard for the pcople and to point them to
the great truth that Jehovah is the only true God, the
King of eternity, and that his kingdom under Christ
Jesus, the Greater Gideon, is the sole and only hope
for humankind. Those who see and believe this mes-
sage and respond thereto are refreshed, and they in
turn say to others, ‘Come, and drink of the water of
life-truths.” (Rev. 22:17) It is this faithful company
of ““young men’’ (that is, the strong ones) whom God
has taken out as a people for his name and preparcd
for the work of this day that know Jehovah and gladly
Go that work.

37 (ideon called his faithful brethren to assemble for
war, and so now Christ Jesus, the Greater Gideon, has
assembled his faithful followers to war. Those called
and assembled to the war were given a erucial test,
and only the approved ones were permitted to engase
in the final battle. The day of battle of God Almighty
is at hand ; and who is wholly on the Lord’s side, and
who will engage in that battle? Who will joyfully
meet the test and bravely and gladly continue to shout,
““IYor Jehovah and for Gideon’’?

(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

9 1, 2. Apply the words of Psalm 85: 7, 8, as appropriate for
Gideon. Show that Psalm 29: 11 has been fulfilled.

T 3-5. On what condition will joy, peace and prosperity attend
the people of God?

T 6. What was the occasion for the words of assurance ef
Judges 6: 23¢9 How does this, together with Psalin 118:
17-19, find application to the remnant in these doys?

9 7. Show the fitnezs, then and now, of the name given by
Gideon to the altar which he there bwlt unto the Lord.

1 8-10. Point out the significance of the relationship involved
in performing the command of verse 25. Why must Gideon
first throw down the altar of Baal and cut down the grove
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by it¥ How do Gideon’s boldness and clear-cut course
of obedience fit the situation of the ¢faithful servant?’
class today?

9T 11. Explain and apply the command of verse 26, and the test
involved then and now.

% 12, 13, Explun (a) the prophetic picture presented in Gid-
eon’s taking ‘‘ten men of his servants’’ and doing ‘‘by
night’? ¢‘as the Lord had said unto him’’; also (b) that
in what took place as recorded in verse 28,

9 14, 15, Show (a) that the prophetic record of verse 29 has
been in course of fulfilment. (b) That also the action
there taken and the demand made by the Baal worshipers
(verse 30) were prophetic, and find fulfilment at the pres-
ent time.

T 16, 17. IIow docs verse 31, in connection with Deuteronomy
32: 37, 38, indieate the prophetic position of Joash? Point
out fulfilment of that prophetic situation. What does this
clearly indicate concerning amy who object to or interfere
with the present activities of the remnant?

T 18. Account for Joach’s *‘on that day’’ ecalling Gideon
¢¢Jerubbaal’’, and point out what is implicd therein. Show
the correspondency thereto, s prophecy being fulfilled,
of Isaiah 43:9 and 41: 28, 29,

T 19. Relate some historieal facts concerning Jezreel. What
i3 suggested in the meoning of the name? What was the
occasion and purpose of the action deseribed in verse 33%
Apply the prophetic picture.

T 20-22, When and how does (a) the first part of verse 34
find a parallel? (b) The second part have fulfilment?

1 23, 24, What action did Gideon now trke, and with what
result? Explain whether (verse 36) Gideon was justified
in or blamable for his asking God for further assurance.
What fact definitely settles that question? Show that the
same rule is followed by Jehovah toward his creatures tod:y.

T 23-29, Show how appropriate was the test proposed by Gid-
eon, both for its immediate purpose and in its prophetic
significance. What was the result of the test, and how docs
that prophetic sign have fulfilment?

¥ 30-32. In view of Gideon’s having declared (verse 37),
¢“Then shall I know,”” how was he justified in asking God
for still further assurance? Point out (a) the fitness of
the test here proposed; (b) also how God met the request,
and when and how this part of the propletic picture has
becn fulfilled.

9 33. In view of what has taken place, account for trouble
yet arising among certain companies of professed follow-
ers of Chirist Jesus.

T 34. What 18 the evidence that 1 Timothy 6: 3-5 is necessary
mstruction provided for the present timet?

1 35, 36. With other scriptures, show further the fitness of
the time and the place for providing this test and assur-
ance for Gideon.

¥ 37. What wos foreshown in Gideon’s gathering together to
him hig faithful brethren and their being given a test?

VISIBLE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE KINGDOM

part of what is commonly called ‘‘ The Lord’s

Prayer’’: ‘Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as in heaven.’ Does that mean that the
kingdom or government of God will hold sway in the
earth just as rulership and control is now exerecised
among menh by various national governments?

The kingdom or invisible rulership of the world will
always be invisible to human eyes. But that righteous
government of Jehovah will have among men repre-
sentatives who will be visible. For a long period Sa-
tan has been the invisible ruler of the world, and his
evil influence he has exercised over men who have made

NEARLY everyone is familiar with at least a

up the visible part of his organization and have been
his representatives on earth and who have exercised
authority. The kingdom of God and his Christ will
exercise influence over the peoples of this earth, and
therefore the carth will become God’s organization
with visible representatives exercising power and au-
thority for good.

God has caused to be recorded in his Word a brief
history of a certain class of loyal and faithful men
who lived and died before the coming and death of

Christ Jesus in the flesh. The record begins with Abel T

and runs through the list, including all the faithful
prophets, of which John the Baptist was the last be- P
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fore Jesus. (Heb. 11:1-32) Those men, although faith-
ful unto death, cannot be members of the kingdom or
government, because they all died before the eruci-
fixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ
must be first and have preeminence over all. Such is
the will of God expressed. (Col. 1:18) The value of
his perfeet sacrifice must first be presented in heaven
as a sin-offering before any men could be invited into
the covenant for the kingdom.

Jesus said concerning John the Baptist: ‘‘ Among
them that are born of women there hath not risen a
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding, he
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.”’ (Matt. 11:11) These words are proof that John
the Baptist is not of the royal government, the king-
dom of heaven, He occupied the great and distmn.
guished position of being the forerunner of Christ;
and if he should have a place as a member of the king-
dom, then manifestly he would nct be the lecast.

All those faithful men had faith that God in his
due time would establish a kingdom or government of
righteousness. Having such faith some of them even
left their own country and went into a strange land
to be witnesses for Jehovah. This they did volun-
tarily. They could have returned to their own land
and placed themsclves under the governments of the
world, had they so desired. ‘‘But now they desire
[and by faith saw] a better country [government],
that is, an heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God; for he hath prepared for them
a city [an organization].”’—Heb. 11:15, 16.

God promised conecrning the ‘‘seed’’ of Abraham
that in that secd ‘all the families of the carth shall be
blessed’. ‘The seed of Abraham aecording to the prom-
ise’ is the Anointed, Christ Jesus, and seated with
him in the kingdom or government of God will he his
body members, the true church, Abel, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and all the faithful prophets may properly be
called faithful ‘“clders’’ (Heb. 11:2) who must have
their blessing through that ‘seed according to the
promise’. They will be the first men of earth to re-
ceive such blessings by being raised out of death as
perfect men,

A prince is the son of a king. Princes are leaders
or head men among the people. The faithful ““elders”
were called ‘‘fathers’’ in Israel. They will no longer
have that title when they are brought forth from the
dead. “‘Instcad of thy fathers shall be thy children,
whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.”’
(Ps. 45:16) These men become the children of Christ,
because they receive their blessings according to the
covenant by and through Christ; and, the fact being
that they are children of Christ the King, they ave
properly “‘princes’’. These faithful men or princes
will be the visible representatives of God’s govern-
ment on earth, They shall constitute the head ones or
leaders amongst the people and shall lead them in the
way of rightcousness. The people will recognize them
as the visible rulers or deputies of the heavenly king-
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dom of righteousness. That these men are to be as-
sociated with the kingdom as visible rulers under The
Christ is further testified to by the prophet: ‘‘Behold,
a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall
rule in judgment.”’—Isa. 32:1.

The Scriptures disclose that Jehovah has a mighty
organization through which he ecarries out his pur-
poses. The chief or principal one of that organization
under Jehovah is Christ the King. To that mighty
King God gives all the nations as an inheritance, and
he shall reign over them in righteousness. (Ps. 2:8,9)
The kingdom will not be visible to human eyes, but the
kingdom will have representatives on earth that will
be visible to human eyes.

The visible representatives will be made up of those
faithful men who before the coming of Christ to re-
deem mankind were faithful and true to God, and
to whom God will give a ‘‘better resurrection’’. (Heb.
11:35) Such are the prinees who shall carry into
operation the judgments of the great King. As such
representatives of the kingdom they will eonstitute a
part of God’s organization. The people will seek them
out that they may be instructed in the right way.
These honest and faithful representatives of the king-
dom will be so diffcrent from the officers of the present
wicked world that all will readily see that the good
and faithful representatives are members of God’s
organization,

That this organization will include all the faithful
prophets of God, raised to life as perfect men, and
made representatives of the kingdom on earth, is
further proved by the words of Jesus: ‘‘Ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaae, and Jacob, and all the prophets,
in [not of] the kingdom of God.’”’ The people shall
come from every direction of the compass and sit down
in the kingdom with these faithful men and learn
of them, (Luke 13: 28, 29) “ And I say unto you, That
many shall come from the east and west, and shall
sit down with Abraham, and Isaae, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven.’’—M\att. 8:11.

Those loyal and true men of old all died in faith,
and God has promised to raise them up out of death
and that they will be resurrected as perfeet men. The
promise is that their resurrection shall follow the com-
pletion of the hody members of Christ, (Heb.
11: 35, 40) The proof showing that A.D. 1914 was the
great turning point, that God has placed his King
upon his throne, and that he has ecome to his temple
and is putting his kingdom in operation, it may be
rcasonably concluded that the faithful ‘‘clders’’ of
good report will he back on carth as perfeet men
within a comparatively short time. Their presence as
perfeet men on the carth will enable the people to sce
more clearly that the time has come for God’s rigiit-
cous rule to take complete charge of all the affairs of
men,

The proof therefore shows that the kingdom of hoav- T

en in full operation will have servants, both visible
and invisible, all of whom will work in eomplete har- P
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mony with Jehovah for the benefit of man. The right-
eous government that God is setting up is for the
benefit of man ; and its unselfish and beneficent admin-
istration will bring forth the everlasting praise of men
to the glory of God.

Jehovah will manage public affairs, That of itself
is an absolute guarantee that the result to the people
will be for the best, His administration will be actively
carried on by his Anointed King, who is also desig-
nated ‘priest of the Most High, after the order of
Melehizedek’. (Ps. 110:4) Concerning that mighty
King and Priest, and the faithfulness of his adminis-
tration, it is written: ‘And there shall come forth a
rod [shoot] out of the stem [stock] of Jesse [the trunk
of which was cut down in 606 B.C.], and a Branch
shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him [Isa. 61:1], the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord;
and shall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the
sight of his cyes, necither reprove after the hearing
of his ears [that is, not according to hearsay]: but
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and re-
prove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he
shall smite the carth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
And righteousness shall be the girdie of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his reins.”’—1Isa. 11:1-5.

Satan is the embodiment of everything that is wick-
ed and evil. Christ Jesus is the embodiment of every-
thing that is good and righteous. Obviously there
could be no fellowship or harmonious action between
them. For this reason Jesus declared: ‘‘My kingdom
is not of this world.”” The prophet of the Lord pro-
pounded the question: ‘‘Shall the throne of iniquity
have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by
a law?’’ (Ps. 94:20) And in the Word of the Lord
is found the response: ‘‘It is an abomination to kings
to commit wickedness ; for the throne is established by
righteousness. Righteous lips are the delight of kings;
and they love him that speaketh right.”” (Prov.
16:12,13) For this reason the organization of Satan
must perish and the organization of the Lord must en-
dure for ever. The government of righteousness must
actually begin before the deadly conflict which shall
result in the destruection of Satan’s organization can
begin.

It was in 1914 that Jehovah God set his King upon
his holy throne. The first act on the part of the right-
eous government was to oust Satan from heaven, and
this Christ Jesus did. (Ps. 110:2-5; Rev. 12:1-11)
That was the beginning of the administration of the
government of righteousness. Satan the Devil, a spirit
erecature, is invisible to man, and as such his invisible
rule continues to be exercised over men in control of
the nations of earth and the people supporting them.
Therefore it is written: ‘‘Therefore rejoice, ye heav-
ens, and ye that dwell in them, Woe to the inhabiters
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of the carth, and of the sea! for the devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that
he hath but a short time.”’—Rev. 12:12.

If the administration of God’s kingdom is begun,
why does Satan the Devil continue to exercise this evil
power over the nations of earth? Because Satan will
not willingly relinguish that power and therefore there
must be a great fight in the earth between the Lord of
righteousness and the Devil, and this is called the
“‘battle of Armageddon’’. That great conflict will re-
sult in the complete overthrow of Satan’s organization,
and Satan himself will be foreibly restrained that he
may deceive the nations no more.—Rev. 17:14; 20:1-3.

DMore than twenty years have elapsed since the end
of the world in 1914, and the wicked conditions on the
earth continue to grow worse. If God purposes to
destroy Satan and his wicked organization, and sup-
plant it with a righteous rule or government, why does
he not do it now, without further delay? It was in
1918 that the Lord Jesus came to his temple, having
gathered together those faithfully devoted to him,
Before the final overthrow of the great evil organiza-
tion it is God’s purpose to serve notice upon the rul-
ers and peoples of carth. That is the reason why God
has caused a great witness to be given in the earth
concerning his purpose and government. The prophet
represents Jehovah as saying to his exalted King: “‘I
will give thee the nations for thine inheritanee, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vesscl.”’—Ps,
2:8,9 RV.

But before the execution of his indignation against
the evil systems Jehovah gives notice and warning.
In giving this notice he has used a great number of
books and other pieces of literature, which have been
widely distributed amongst the people, and has used
the radio and other means to give public proclamation
to the people. In this connection the Lord says to the
rulers of earth: ‘‘Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings;
be instrueted, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they
that put their trust in him.”’—Ps. 2:10-12,

The administration of God’s righteous government
is going forward; ‘‘of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice, from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this.”’ (Isa. 9:7) His next great act, as
shown by the Scriptures, is his judgment upon the na-
tions of the carth, Before this judgment falls it is
God’s expressed purpose to give the people a chance
to know about it. Hence it is written: ‘‘But the Lord

is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence (o)

hefore him.’'—1IIah. 2: 20,
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JUSTIFICATION, BEGETTING AND CALL

converted and comes to Christ as his Savior is,

nevertheless, still imperfect; and God cannot
receive an imperfect thing. God can, however, justify
the man. ‘‘ Justifieation’’ means to be made right with
Jod. The process of justification may be properly de-
fined as the judicial act of Jehovah God whereby he
determines that the man is right and at peace with
him. Three things are vitally essential to the justifica-
tion of the man thus seeking the Lord, to wit: first,
faith in God and in Christ Jesus’ sacrifice; second, the
blood of Jesus, representing his life applied for such
a converted man who eonsecrates himself to do God's
will ; and, third, the judicial act of Jehovah justifying
the man. The man desires life and is secking the way
to it, and he knows that that way is through Christ
Jesus back to God. ‘‘Faith’’ means to have a knowl-
edge of these things and then to confidently rely upon
that knowledge, which comes from the Word of God.

The patriarch Abraham belicved God, &nd his faith
was counted unto him for righteousness. The Serip-
tural statement of this was written, not for Abraham’s
sake alone, so says the apostle Paul, ‘‘but for us also,
to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was de-
livered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification.”” (Rom. 4;20-25) The way was not open
to Abraham to get life, for the reason that the blood
of Jesus had not been shed as the ransom price nor pre-
sented as a sin-offering. The blood of Jesus is the
basis for justification. The one who, exercising faith
therein, consecrates himself unto God by agreeing to
do his will thereby exercises faith in the blood of
Christ. Then God is the one who justifies him.

Now mark the scriptures showing the three things
essential; namely, faith; the blood of Jesus; and the
judicial determination by Jehovah. Romans 5: 1 reads:
‘‘Therefore being justified by fat'h, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”’ The ninth
verse reads: ‘‘Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him.’” Romans 3:26 reads: ‘‘To declare, I say, at
this time, his righteousness: that he might be just, and
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”’

Justifieation results in the right to life, for the
reason that all righteous creatures are entitled to life.
The man thus justified is granted the right to live as
a human creature, by virtue of his faith exereised in
making a consecration to God. Why would God justify
a man? Would it be for the purpose of enabling him
to live as a human creature for ever on earth? The
will of God concerning all those justified in the Chris-
tian era, or day of sacrifice, which was foreshadowed
by the Jews’ yearly day of atonement, is that such
shall be made a part of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
The justification during that period is for no other
purpose. God accepts such a one and justifies him;

THE man who repents of his sins and becomes
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and thereby is the covenant between man and God
made through Christ Jesus, which is a covenant by
sacrifice. (Ps. 50:5) The man having agrced to do
God’s will, and God having accepted that agrcement,
and it being the will of God that the man shall die
as a part of the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus, this eon-
stitutes a covenant by sacrifice as Psalm 50: 5 calls it.

The question then is, What does the man sacrifice ?
The answer is, He sacrifices his right to live as a hu-
man creature on the earth. Being born a sinner, where
did he get that right to live? It resulted to him Ly
reason of God’s justifying him. The sacrifice of his
life, specially as a part of the sacrifice of Christ, was
pictured by the slaying of the Lord’s goat in the court
of the sacred tabernacle on the Jews’ atonement day.
It was the Jewish priest who did the sacrificing, fore-
shadowing that in the reality Christ Jesus the great
High Priest sacrifices his devoted followers as a part
of his sacrifice. Hence the man consecrating does not
sacrifice anything himself, but the High Priest sacri-
fices him, and the man agrees thereto by agreecing to
do God’s will at the time of consecration. Then and
there such a one is begotten as a new ereature in
Christ, as 2 Corinthians 5:17 uses that expression,
saying: ‘‘If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.”’

Some have understood and taught that the new
creature in Christ is the “‘seed’’ of God, or immor-
tality, planted within him; and that such seed goes
about in the human creature on the earth until it is
taken either to heaven or to hell. That doctrine is
unseriptural and therefore untrue. An immorial
creature cannot die. If the above doctrine were true,
and one should become a new creature and then re-
pudiate Christ and God, he could continue to live
notwithstanding his repudiation of the Lord. On the
contrary, the Seriptures show that if one is begotten
as a new creature in Christ, and thereby has tasted
the good Word of God and the powers of the world to
come, if he then repudiates the Lord he dies and there
is no resurrection for him. *‘For it is impossible for
those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
holy [spirit], and have tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall
away, to rencw them again unto repentance; seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame,’”’” “‘For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a cer-
tain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indig-
nation, whiech shall devour the adversaries, He that
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hat

trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted T

the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, Q

P



JAanuarRY 15, 1935

ih unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the spirit
of gruce?’’—Heb. 6:4-6; 10: 26-29,

Others have taught and teach that the begetting and
hirth of an animal creature illustrates the beginning
nnd hivth of the new ereation in Christ ; that is to say,
that there is a begetting and then the gestation and
quickening into life and growth, and then the birth,
Such o doctrine is likewise erroneous, because it finds
vo support in the Seriptures. If such a theory were
true, then there would be no responsibility on the part
of the hew ecreature during the period of gestation,
quickening and growth until birth. On the contrary,
the Seriptures show that the new creature is respon-
sible from the very beginning when one becomes such.
~ Rom. 8:1-13.

The Seriptural teaching is that the new creature
in hegunt and completed by and aceording to the terms
of a covenant, The begetting is an aet of Jehovah
and therefore is his part of the covenant with the one
who is consecrated. The apostle James (1:18) says:
**Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his crea-
turvs.”” This means that it is the will of God that the
one thus justified shall be begotten, and this he does
by his Word of truth and the exercise of his holy
spirit or invisible power.

Upon this point again it is written: ‘* According as
his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowl-
edge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue;
whereby are given unto us exceeding great and pre-
eious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of
the divine [growth (Greek)], having escaped the cor-
ruplion that is in the world through lust.”” The apostle
Peter is here addressing the new creature who has
rexponded to the call to enter the covenant for the
divine kingdom ; and his argument is that God in the
exereise of his divine power and will has given to this
ervature the exceeding great and precious promises
whereby God promises that he shall be partaker of the
divine growth, and the condition is that the one who
is & new cereature and in the covénant for the kingdom
must fulfil his part of the covenant.

The begetting, according to the Seriptural use of
the term, means the beginning of a creature, with a
hope set before him of seeing the completion of that
which is promised. To what, then, is the new ercature
bewotten? The apostle Peter (1:1:3,4) answers:
“*Gud . .. according to his abundant merey hath be-
wutien us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritanee in-
«arruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you.”’

There is nothing in these seriptures to indicate that
the new ereature in Christ, while on this earth, is a
{wius and that there is a period of gestation and then
wuickening. On the contrary, such a one is begotten
or born and becomes a new creature from the very
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moment that God begets him, and his responsibility
begins from that moment, The one thus begotten is
spoken of as being made a member of the family of
God by adoption. The apostle Paul says: ‘““For ye
have not reccived the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have rcceived the spirit of adoption, whereby
we ery, Abba, Father.”’—Rom. 8:15.

Concerning the new creation it is written: ‘““For
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.’’
{Rom. 11:29) The gift of God is life, and to the one
whom God justifies he gives life. The call of God is
an invitation to enter the covenant for the divine king-
dom or royal family of Jehovah, to share immortality
with Jesus, and to reign with him on his throne as
part of the promised ‘‘seed’’ in whom all the families
of the earth are to be blessed. (Luke 22:29,30; Gen.
12:3) Henceforth the man begotten of God’s spirit
must live as a spirit creature or not live at all. This
call, says the apostle, is irrevocable, not subject to
change. The question, then, is, What constitutes the
call? Can it be said that Ged has been promiseuously
issuing a call for men to come to heaven? The answer
is, No. God calls no one except those whom he justifies
and begets, or brings forth as new creatures, such
justification and begetting being for the purpose that
one may have the opportunity and privilege of be-
coming a part of the sacrifice of his beloved Son for
the vindication of Jehovah’s name.

God predestinated the new creation; not the in-
dividuals, but the company who should compose the
body. As it is written: ‘‘Morcover, whom he [God]
did predestinate, them he also ealled: and whom he
called, them he also justified [or, approved].”” (Rom.
8:30) This proves that those who respond to the call
must mecet the divine requirements before they are
justified in this higher sense, namely, approved as
worthy and eligible to be aceepted into the covenant
for the heavenly kingdom. To what, then, are the
justified called? The answer is, They are called to a
heavenly calling. Those who respond and are chosen
the apostle Paul addresses as ‘‘holy brethren, partak-
ers of the heavenly calling”. (Heb. 3:1) It is God
who calls with a holy ecalling, as it is written: *“Who
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
aceording to our works, but according to his own pur-
pose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began.”’—2 Tim. 1:9.

This seripture cannot be construed to mean that
the eall was before the world began, but it was his
purpose before the world began to provide for and call
this company. The apostle’s argument is that we are
saved and then called with a holy ecalling. As the
apostle puts it concerning himself: He was “‘called to
be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God,

. even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed
in you’’. (1 Cor. 1:1, 6) Ephesians 4: 1 says such are
called to a heavenly vocation; and those responding
are all called in one hope, which hope is to attain unto
the resurrection of Christ, the prize of the high call-

o
P



32 he WATCHTOWERL LrooxLry, N. Y.

ing of (od in Christ Jesus, according to Philippians
3:11-14.

It is manifest from these seriptures that it is the
new creation that is ealled. It follows, then, that
justification from sin is followed by begetting with
God’s spirit, and then comes the call or invitation to
a position in the body of Christ as a member of God’s
royal family. The call comes after one is brought
forth as a new creature.

Recall now the tabernacle picture made on the Jew-
ish day of atonement in ancient times, and that two
goats were brought into the court round about the
tabernacle, and the high priest took the Lord’s goat
and killed it beside the altar in the eourt, and then
with its blood made the journey into the tabernacle’s
““holiest of all’’, as he had done with the blood of
the bullock previously slain and which bullock pie-

tured the perfect sacrifice of Jesus slain on this earth.
The court where the two goats were presented before
the Lord represented the eondition of those on this
earth who have been justified from sin and begotten
or brought forth as the spiritual sons of God. Hence
the two goats represented all such justified, spirit-
begotten ones. Lots were cast upon the two goats, and
the goat upon which the lot fell to be ““the Lord's
goat’’ was slain and its blood sprinkled on the merey
scat. The one chosen as the Lord’s goat pictures those
spirit-begotten ones who respond to God’s kingdem
call and who qualify and who are chosen and broucht
into the covenant for the kingdom. The other goat,
which was called ‘‘the scapegoat’’, pictures the class
who are not chosen, and who therefore have a destiny
different from membership in Jehovah’s royal house
or family,
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*And ell thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”~ Liziah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation and his active agent in the creation of =all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief
Executive Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
grivilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare

is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
hag been placed by Jehovah upon his throme of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdem under
Christ which has mow begun; that the Lord’s mext great
get is the destruction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall be
restored and live on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

III8 journal is published for the purpose of enabling
T the people to know Jehovah God and lus purposes as

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses, It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other liter-
ature to aid in such studies. It publishes suitable material
for radio broadeasting and for other means of public instrue-
tion in the Seriptuies.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances, It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites ecareful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of ths
Scriptures. It docs not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities,
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All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
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questing it. We are glad to thus aid the needy, but the written
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KINGDOM HERALDS’ TESTIMONY PERIOD

This designates the nine days, February 2-10, in which the
publishers of Jehovah’s kingdom will unite their forces and
put forth concentrated effort in getting a partieular message
into the hands of the people. In this case the message 13 that
contained in the new book Jehovah; and with this testimony
period this book 18 released to the public. It goes withont ques-
tion that every one who has taken the new mame ‘‘Jehovah’s
witness’’ will want to have a full part in distributing tius
book, and every Jonadal who has taken his stand on the sule
ot Jehovah will want to have as tull a share therein us possihle.
Such appreciative ones will begin at once to consider the matter
and to make all due preparations, as ordering supplies, arnang-
ing time and territory.

ANNOUNCING COMPANY MEETINGS

Many hearers of radio transeription lectures have the desire
to meet with Jelovah's witnesses and to study his Word with
them. Hence wherever the kingdom message is radiocast, the
time and place of meeting of the local company of Jehovah's
witnesses should be announced after the transeription. The
titne on the air being paid for, the station manager ought to
readily grant your request to make such announcement.

HAS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRED?

For the benefit of subscribeis, and for their convenience,
a renewal blank is sent with tlus journal one month (oa
foreign subscriptions two months) before the subseription 13
due to cxpire. Machinery used te print subsciiber’s address o
Iabel or wrapper 18 so constructed that the plate bearing nd-
dress 18 automatically drop