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EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS USED 
IN THE MARGINAL REFERENCES 

Aq 
Greek translnHon made by 

hg'nl la, n J w b h r l y t e ,  o f  
~ h c  2cl century A. A very lit- 
cral translatlan of the IIehre.cv, 
Iwcomlng thc omctal Greek - v~rslon :or tire ,Irws. C?r!gcn 
lnrlt~tlccl f t in tile 3 1  mlumn o l  
111s I I C F I ~ I I Z ,  current i hho~ i  
n.o. 215. . ~c Foreword of the 
Seru Illorl(l Ti-~jr.c. l~ait~~ o,I ?!I+? 
i 8 i C rSrsip1t~rcs, 

]rage 12, If I. 

Sabatler, Bibliw~m Focrcl.?%fi% 
lntinae wrsio.cte8 antmqtrae set4 
c81rs italica, issued 1743-49. 

L 
Leningrad Manuscript. cata- 

logued as No, B 19:%, in Hebrew. 
It  is tlae oldest dated manu- 
scri t of the co~nplete Hebrew 
~ i b g  and was copjed A.D. 16308 
"from the corrected clear b o k s  

E r~pared by the master Aaron 
en Mosher ben Asher." It con- 

tains the ordinary vocalizatian 
C B  of the Hebrew consonants. It 

Cairo Manllscri~t  of the Is now in the Public Library 
Prophets, in Hcbrew. It Con- 1, Leningrad, Russia. 
inlns the E a r l l ~ r  and Later 
~ ' r n ~ h e t s  (see E'nreiord, Vole LXX 
ttmp I, I 41 n l ~ l  wns written by Greek Ssptuaglnt V ~ s i o l c ,  
hlofies ben Asher in  Tlhe~l~~ In begun about 280 B.C. The old- 
I'alestlne. A.D. 895. It Is In the eat version of the Hebrew 
liarulte 5etw.s' synagopre 01 Scriptures and a work of Jews. 
('~11'0, Eg 11b. Acriderrtnlky d1.S. 
r~ovcred nxrrr~t 1891). LXXH 

Greek Septnngint V e r s i a ~ ~  as 
It f duncl in the Codex Sinaiticus, 

"Old Latin" Verslon, prob- or Slnaitic Manuscript, Of the 
nbly orlgInatini3 among Latin- 4th century. What remains of 
E P C R ~ ~ ~ R  Jews of Cnrttlage In its translation of the Hebrew 
horth Africn but latar ado ted ScrIptures 1s iragmentary. Dis- 
I I ~  the Christians, Vnrfnus i, at- covprp~l at ~ t .  Sinai in I S M ,  it 
IIl verstotls wWcl ctrcukLtec1 be- is now in the British Museum, 
fore Jerome's pr~duct ion of London, England. 
lhe  Lqtln frlilgulr, nnil were 
trirnslations of the Grcrk Scp- LXXA 
trtogi~ri, before O r l g ~ n  revised Greek S8br&aEnf V H S W  as 
that  G r e ~ k  text about A.D. 245. found in the Cadex Mexan- 
Three types o i  Old Latin v t ~ -  drinus, or Alexandrine Manu- 
sions arc identified: {I) the scripr, of the complete Bible. 
Alrican, the most prfmltlve; Of the middle of t h e  5th cen- 
( 2 )  the Eurclpertrt : and ( 3 1  tlrc t u ry .  From its .translation of 
Irallan, prohal~ly s r~vlslnn of the Hebrew Smptures the fol- 
thr: Ev,ropo;ln, Usunlly ca1IetI lotvlng have been lost: 1 Kings 
"'ltaln. Tllr s'tnndard edition 12:17 to 14:9 and Psalms 4 9 ~ 2 0  



EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS 

L X m -  made with some consideratinn 
Greek Beptwgrmt Twslon of the Greek Septuagint. Its 

as found in the Codex Vati. most valuable manuscript for 
canus, or Vatican Manuscript the translation of the entire 
No. 1209. Of the  4th century. Hebrew Bible is the 6th- or 
From its translation of the Re- 7th-century codex in the Am- 
brew Scriptures two sections brosian Library, Milan, Italy. 
are missing: the book of Gen- An earlier manuscript has a 
e$is from its beginn' up to date corresponding with A.D. 
chapter 46:28, and- salmfi 464. 
105:27 to 137:6 (Psalms 106- 
138 in Hebrew), but which 
missing paraa er were restored Greek t r e z g ~ n  made by 
by x 15th-cen7u1-y scribe. The s mJma chus an ~b i o n i t e, t Books of the Maccabees and a out A.D. 200. Though in ex- 
the Psalms of Solomon, agoc- cellent Greek. it is faithful to 
ryphal hooks, are missing. the Hebrew text, following its 
Catalogued in the Vatican G. sense. Few fragments survive. 
brary since the fifteenth cen- Origsn incIuded it in the 4th 
tury. column of his Hexupla, current 

w about A.D. 245, 

Masoretic ~ i h r e w  text. Here 
based main1 on the text of the 
Leningrad debrew Manuscript 
No. B 19A, a representative of 
the ben Asher text. 

Sam 
Samaritan-Pentgetah, a H? 

brew text truxed wkth Samarl- 
tan idioms, transmitted by the  
Samaritan community in Pal- 
estine independently of the 
Jewish tradition since the 4th 
century B.C, Out of 6,000 dif- 
ferences between the Samari- 
tan text and the Hebrew text 
of the first five books of the 
Bible only 1,000 are im ortant, 
A few extant manuscrypts are 
earlier than the 12th century. 

A 

The Tarpms,  or Targumirn, 
meaning i n t e r  r e t a t i ons ,  
translations." % first they 
were mere oral interpretations 
or  translations In Ararnalc 
made at the readlng of the He. 
brew Scriptures after Jerusa- 
lem's $0-year desolation, and 
later they were committed to 
writing. There are T a r m s  on 
the Law or Pentateuch, on the 
Prophets and, of later date, on  
the Hagiographa. The three 
Targums on the Pentateuch 
are the Jerusalem Targum, the 
Targum of Jonathan, and tho 
Targum of On;i?los. 

Tareurn of Jonathan. reallv 
S Y  pseud6.$onathan, this ~ar&& 

SyrlacPeskittaVer~i~. Parts on the Pentateuch being false  
of it may be of Jewish origin, Iy assigned to Jonathan ben 
but it was made for Syriac Uz-d'cl. It should rather be 
Christians, It is basically a calIed the J~msalem Tarmm. 
translation directly of the Et is a paraphrase in Xr? 
Hebrew Scriptures, although maic extending from Genesls 

7 EXPLANATION OF THE SYMl3OLS 

Ihrough Deuteronomy, There nian Jews. It is thought to be 
1s another Targum called the the oldest extant of the Ara- 
Jerusalem Targum on the Pen- maic versions. It is more close- 
tateuch, but it contains only ly allied to Biblical Aramaic 
portions of the Pentateuch and and sticks very closely to  the 
so is usually called the Frag. Hebrew text. It is based on a 
mentary IJerusalem) Targum. Hebrew text practical1 iden. 

The Targum on the Proph deal with the ~asoretYf text. 
ets, namelv. Joshua, Judges, mn 

Samuel, ~"ings, Isaiah, J k e -  1 ' 
miah, Ezekiel, and the 12 Mi- Palestinian Tar gum, of which 
nor Prophets, is wrongly at- the Fragmentary 
tributed to the above Jonathan. Targum On the 

is 

In language and s t  le it close- " It was an Older) 
1~ resembles the qarEum of more -. complete ~ e r u s a ~ ~ ~  T ~ ~ -  
dnkelos and seems 6 have gU"" 
been modeled on that Targum Th 
and, in places, to  have made Greek translation made by 
!Is of It, but is less literal. Thee do'tion, of Pontus, Asia 

Minor, bettveen A.D. 180 and 
To 192. It differs little from the 

Targum of Onkelos, or Baby- Septuagint, like a mere revi- 
lonian Targum, on the Penta- sion. Origen included it in the 
leuch. Its real author was prob- 6th column of his Hemapla, my- 
:ihlg unknown to the Babylo- rent about: A.D. 245. 

PLURAL RTXBBR of 'TQU" and of VERBS 
"You" printed in all capital letters denotes the plural number 

of this pronoun. Also where the plural number 02 a verb Is not 
certainly apparent to  the reader. it is indicated by printing the 
VWRB In all capitals. 

CHAlX REmREXCE 
The superior small clrcle. open (C) or with a clot (01, or a 

superior "p" or "q" denotes that the word that It follows Is 
one of a chain o t  references, carried on ~ 1 1  through the HeQrew 
Scdptures. Jn the last volume of our translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures we hogs to  publish an alphrbetic list ol all words in 
chain reference, wlllt the opening verge in the Hebrew SCriptur~s 
where each chaln starts. The sib3 margin cites the next llnk. 
Other symbols refer to cross reterences not in a chain, 
The follomlng cross reference ~jymbols ', 0, A, I, t e, X, 3. 

k t o  a. r to z ~ 1 1 1  l ~ a d  you t o  heIpful inforwatlon, such aa 
parallel paesages, geogragh!cal and blographlcal points, paasage-; 
quoted iron?, etc. 







































































































































































actually return to me goodnes Instead of hls 
rnalN1ictEono this day."' '"Vith that David and 
his men kept going on in the road, while Shim'- 
c.i was walking on the side of the mountain, 
rv~lklng abreast of him that he mlght call down 
evil,u and he kept throwing stones while abreast 
of him, and he threw a lot  of dust.c" 

94 At length the king and all the people that 
were with him arrived tired. So they refreshed 
themselves there, 
15 As for Ab'sa.Iornand all the peopIe, themen 

of Israel, they entered Jerusalem, ) ancl A.hlthro- 
phelWas with him. l8 And it came about that, as 
soon as Hukhaim the Ar'chitc," Davld's compan- 
Ion," came in to Ab"sa.Iom, Hu'shni proceeded to 
sny to Ah'sn.lom: "kt the king IIve!l( Let the 
 kin^ livcl" At this Ab'sa.lom said to Hu'shai: 
"This is the loving-kindnesxfi of yours tauyard 
your companion, is it? Why did you not go with 
your companion?"n '30 Hu'shni seid to  Ab'sa- 
lorn; '"0, but the one whom Jehovall has c11o- 
senr and also this people and all the men of Israel, 
his I shall become" and with hirn I shall dtvell. 

And for the second time [I millst say 1 ,  Whom 
shall I myself seme? Is i t  not befolr? his son? 
Just as T served before your lathcr, so I shall 
prove to be' befare you."'" 
20 Later Abfsa.lorn said to A.hlthraaphel: 

L ' Y ~ u  men, give counseIC on YOUR part. !%"hat 
shall we do?" Then A-hith'o,phel said to Ab'- 
sa.lom; "Have relationsU with the concubinesq 
of your father,y whom he left behind to take 
care of the house. Then all Israel will certajnly - 
a OF, 'loynl lore!' b Or, "I ~ h n l l  prove to b~.~qnI, ph.yeJb' 

a m ~  n ~ ~ n , "  Only the vowel point for this ~ x p ~ e s a i a n  appear8 in If, 
11111 tllu rxpr~fision appears i n  about 3u 1Te))rew nlhnurcripts, In  31 
Ihin is  EI Qovi: raVo /cCtJrib. See Judg~s 20: 1 3 ,  I 'oatnot~ a, b"T1ie 
I II'UP] 0loc1," 31, Irn-Kl,o.hdm< t h e  drflnit~ n~l ic .10  11n ( " T ~ P " )  pre- 
~ v ~ l i n ~ :  tlw li tlr El.a.hirn' doubtle*~ fnr ~i~rpkasir.  I I F ~ P  in the first 
I)rvllrrcIIce of  this expre~sion "the aord of Thr [true] Gad." J h n ~  
I rt~ihrlr~tor?i take ''wurd" (&r.bad) here to h~ ~ q r l i v a l ~ ~ n t  to "inncr- 
t4111nt 1.00111" ((I.!&) nt I Rings 0 : 5, etc. Pnb.-~l)l~+, rlw to A c o p p  
l * l ' ~  ov~rfiigllt, the passage is to he read : "I,pt me I~ring 1111 tba 
I W Y I ~ I I ~  hrlck to you just as the bride retnma to  her husband, It is 
~ 1 1 ~ l v  tl~rn w 1 ~ 1  o f  one man that yon are setking, and nll t h ~  people 
wrll l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i e c l v c s  came t o  be at  peace." l'hii; ngreea with L...S. 

%$I&% 

gtdifp"7 

yEx22:2a 

~ ~ $ i ~ f m &  

"s~"37 

b ~ ~ h \ ~ ~ ~  

:;:;:;;a 
*18n 15:n 

k;g;&24 

g y z ~ 1 ~  
MI 21:s 

7$$2$&?j 
5; :;::;::,7 

5:2 

,,,,,:. 
1Sa 2B:S 
2Sa 15% 

tE;&::2 
zra7;g 
2: 2iB 
vT;e~5:22 

~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ k  
Yk;i:::l"l 

( i 1 9 i l K ) ,  the 

~$&.";"jy hear that you hare made yourself f oul-smelling= 
1". 2'. 12 I to your tather- and Ule hands' of all those who 

"1;~. 4 3 4  

BRnlo os at Uenlesia 26 : 3; 31 : a ; Exodus 3 : 14, "1 shall prove t o  
he." Soo reraa 18, footnote b, 

tnsn2,7 

A2sa11:2 

'PC%?& 
"a 1s:la 
2Sil 31:3 

I 5 . ;  ., -sn . ::,I2 
I, . ,  3 :t 

'F$b22;2 

are with you will certainly become strong," 
a"ccordfngly they pitched a tent for Ab'sa.lorn 
upon the roofA and Ab'sa-lorn began to have re- 
lations with the concubines of hiis father* under 
the eyes" of all Lsrael. 
23 And the counsel of A.hEth'o.phel, with 

which he counseled in those days, was just as 
when a mans uwuld inquirem of the word of The 

*:sn 1 7 : ~  [true] God.b That was the w ~ y  all the  counsel* 
~ S I I  1T:23 

Ir:'sn 1 5 : ~  

nPr1:18 Pr 4 : ~  
r n c  ~ ~ l ; t s  

of A.hfth'o.phelk was both to David and to Abc 
sa.lorn, 

17 And A-hithlo.phel proceeded t o  say to 
Ab'sa.'lom: "kt me choose, please, t~~*eIve 

thousand men and rise up and chase after David 
tonight.[] 'AndIshall corncupon 11im when he 
is n-e~ryr and feeble in both hands, ~ n d  I shall 2Sa 1G:14 

n$$$g1 

~ * ~ a ~ ! a l  

C:zfI;6m 
Jr~r t:l4 

visn so -- 

eertalt~ly drive him into trembling, and all the 
people that are with him will have to  flee, nnd 
I shaIl certainly strike down the kingd by him- 
self. "And let me bring all the people back to 
you.' Equivalent to the returning of all is the 
man whom you are seeking: [and J all t h e  people 
mill themselves come to be at And 
the word was just rightv in the eyes of Ab'sa.lom 
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and in the eyes of all the alder men of Tsrael. 
5 H m v e r ,  Ab'sa.10rn said: "Call, please, 

Hu'shaiy the Ar'chite also find let us hear what 
is in his mouth, his too." So Hu'shai came in 
to Ab'saJom. Then Abtsa.lom said to I~lm : 'Ac -  
cording t o  this word is the way A.hith'a.phe1 
spoke. Shall we act upon hia word? If not, you 
yourself speak." a At t11is Hw'shai said to Ab'- 
sa.lorn: "The counsel with which A.kithFo.pEzel 
has counsclcd fs not gooclx in this instnncef" 

8 And Hu'shal went on t o  say: c4You yourself 
nTeL1 h o w  your father and the men of his, that 
they are mighty* and they are bitter of S O U I , ~  
Hke a female b e d  that h ~ s  lost her cubs Jn the 
field, and your fatherb Is a warrior and he ivilI 
not spend the night with the people. ' Look! now 
he himsclf has taken conccalmcnt' in one of the 
lloldows or in one of the other places, and it will 
certainly occur that, just BS soon BS he falls 
upon them a t  the start, then the one I~cnrjng of 
It will be bound to hear and say, 'A defeatn has 
taken placc among the people that are following 
Ab'sa.lom!' lo And even thc valiant man whose 
heart is as the heart" of the lionaD will himself 
surely soften in weakness,* for a31 Israel is 
aware t h ~ t  your father Is a mighty manic and 
so, toe, are the valiant men that arc with him. 
" I myself do say in counsel: Let all Israel tvith- 
out fail be gathered to you, from Dan to Beper- 
sherba,1l as the sand particlesr that are by ihe 
seaQ for multitude: with your own personbs 
walking In among thcm.c Then we must come 

a The Africnn lion. b Liter~lly, "your own Pnce." a T n  nmong th~m,"  
LXXVgSy: "in the h t t l e  [nn Ar.a.ma'ic word] ,I) 11. Tlut accortling 
to Ciescbt~ius the Ucbrew f a p r ~ b i 0 ~  is an abl>~evintion for 'in their 
U i d ~ t . ' ~  

175 2 SAMUEL 17: 13-18 
I lur~z3:aa 

11*8:" 

YrFn I*l3 

against him in one of the placest where he is 
certain to be found, and we ourselves will be up- 
on him just as the dewu falls upon the ground, 
and there tvill certainly not be left even a single 
one among him and all the men that are with 
him.v lg And if it is into some city t h a t  he will 
withdraw, then all Israel must carry ropes to 

yut 24:2 

that city and we shall certainly drag it down to 
the torrent valley, until there shall not be found 
there even n pebble."r 

rn- ~ : m  
5% E;z 
La1 3:3H 
"jn ":f 

~':Sll 1 -.34 

3.:,:;, ;;;;? 
I I 
I ' l ?  21.30 
I . , ~  h I r k  

t.r.u l h  % 
t.8.;rr 17 
:8<11 , r . l l  I .x 

14 Then Ah's~.lom and all the men of Israel 
said: "The counsel of Hu'shaj the Mchite  is 
better than the counsel of A.hith'o.phel!" And 

I . 1 1 C ' u . V ~ h o v a h 3  himselfz had glven orders' to  frus- 
trate" the counsel of A.hithJo.phel a l thou~h 
goodpa in order that Jehovah might bring calarn- 
ity upon Ah'sa.lom. 
15 Later Hu'shai said to Za'dokb and A-bf'a- 

thar the prlests: "This and that was the way 
that A.hith'oaphel counseled AWsa.lom and the 
older men of Israel, and thjs and that W R ~  the 
,way tha t  I rnyseIf counseled. lo  And now send 

'" '"" 
ws'l l5 : I4  

' 
m,";;; ;,:.,$ 

I I * ~  01 la 
I1 I4lU 1'17 

rll. I4l,lri 
, I , I  I 'I  

- 

spedily and tell David, saying., 'Do not lodge in 
the desert plainr of the wilderness tonight, + but 
you also ought to cross ovw without fail,' for 
fear that It may be communlcnted t o  the king 
and to all the people that are with him,' 
17 AS Jan'a.thanm and A.him'a.azS were stand- 

ing at En-ro'geltic a maidservant went ofl and 
told them, So they themselves went off, as they 
hnd to tell King David, for  they were not nble 
to appear entering the city. '"I-Eowever, a young 
man got to  see t h m  and told Ab'sa.lom. So the 
two of t h ~ m  went off speedily and came to the 

, "for St.rrr that thr ktng and dl the people that are with him 
r w r '  bur IIWIII!IIWP~I UP.'* 
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"Hnnged himself," I X X ,  as at SIatthew 27: 3. 

house of a man in Ba.hu'rim,n who had a well? 
in his courtyard," and they went down Into it. 

Alter that the woman took and spread out a 
cavcring over the face of the ~vr.ell and heaped 
up cracked grain upon it,' and not a thing be* 
came known of The servants of Ab'sa.lom 
now came to the woman at her house rind said: 
"'Where are A.him'a.az and Jonta.than?" At this 
the woman said to them: "They passed on from 
here to the waters."' Then they kept on search- 
ing, and they did not find themu and so returned 
to Jerusalem. 
21 And it came ahout after their going away 

that then they m e  up out of the well and went 
on and told King David and said fa David: "Yoe' 
people, rise up and speedily pass over the waters, 
for Ihis is thc way that  A.hith'o.phcEV counseIed 
i~gai~lst YOU." " Immedjatcly David rose up nnd 
also all the people that wcrc with him and they 
kept crossing the Jordan until the mornlng hc- 
came  light,^ until not a one was IackInp t h ~ t  
hnd not passed over the Jordan. 
23 As for A.hith'o.phe1, he saw' that his 

counsel had not been acted upon and he pra- 
ceedd to saddle an ass and rise up and go off to  
his house at his own cityma Then he gave orders 
to  his household" and strangIed" himself& and 
thus died.' So he was buried in the burial place 
of his forefathers. 

24 As for David, he came ta Ma.ha=naiirn,* 
and AbJssa.lom himself crossed the Jordan, he 
and all the men of Israel with him, '"nd 
A.tna'sa"as the- one whom Abtsaalorn put In 
the place of Jo'ab# over the army, end A.rnats~ 
was the son of a man whose name was Ith'ral' 
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the Israeljte,a who had relatlona wlth AbrT.gail 
the daughter of h'a'ha~h,~ the sister of Z e d -  
iahVr Jo'ab's mother. "" And Israel ctnd Ab"sablom 
took upcamping In the land of Gi1'e.ad.e 
27 And it came about that, as soon as David 

came t o  Ma.ha.na?m,t Sho'bi the son of Na'- 
hashn from Rnls'b~h~ of the sons of Arn'rnon,y 
and Ma'chirx the son of Arn'm!.el" from Lo- 
de'bar, ancl Bar~zi l ' l~1~ the Gil'ee.ad.iteP from 
Ro.ge'1im4 I bi*ought]~bes" and basins' and 
potter's vessels,* ~ n d  wheat" and barleyk and 
flourn and roasted gre1nv and broad bean+ and 
lentils" and parchcd grain, 'D and honeyt and 
;butteru and sheep: and curdsY of cattle they 
brought forward lor David and the people that  
were with him to eat, for they said : "The people 
are hungry and tlred and thirsty in the wiIder- 
na~,' 'Y 

18 And David proceeded to  number the 
people that were wlth him and t o  place 

over them chiefsd of thousands and chiefsd of 
hundreds.2 : Further, David sent one third' of 
the people under the hand of Jorabn and one 
third under the hand of A+bish'ail the son of 
Ze.ru'jah, Jo'ab's brother, and one third under 
the hand of It'tai" the Glt'tite. Then the king 
said to the people: 4""Xyself also shall without 
fail go out with I-ow."'C a But the people said: 
"You must not go out,* for if we should a t  
all flee they would not set heart upon us," 
and if half of us ~ ~ o u l d  die they would not set 

a F nrrt~ilitcl,'~ MVpSy; "Ish4lnn.~l.it~," L,?LYA and  I C h l ~ n j c l e s  
'Q I j, " N n r l ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ , " '  hTLXdY1*gSj; ",Jrm'~r:' edition 
HI I I~  I ~ : ~ H ' I I H ~ P I P H  2 :  13-10. "I%~*nufi l l t . '~  T h i ~  word io  mpplied here 
111 t ~ u r ~ - r * i r ~ ~ ~ ~ t  w ~ t b  LSY. d "ChieEn!' hi, un.rin18. &CB tlencs19 40 : 2, 
Ia l r r l  I ~ I I ~ I *  d. 
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heart upon, us, because you are worth ten thou- 
sand of us;" and now it would be better If you 
uPould be of service to us to  give help from the 
city."" SO the king said to  Ihsm: "Whatever 
sccms good in YOUR eyes I shall do." Ancl the 
king Irepe standing at the s i d ~  of the gate,lc and 
all the people themselves went out by I~undreds 
and by th~usands.~ "nd the king went on t o  
command Jo'ab and A-bish'ai md It ' t~i ,  saying: 
"Deal izentlyr for my sake \vlth the young man 
Ab's~.lom." And all the people thcmsc?lves heard 
when the king commanded all the chiefsa over 
the matter of Ab'sa.lom. 
6 And the people continued on their way out 

to  the Aeld to meet Israel, and the h~ttIe came 
to be En the forest of E'phrn.irn.tl* Finally the 
people of Israel rrrere defeated( there before the 
servants of David, and the slaughter there 
t u r n d  out to be greatU on that day, of twenty 
thousand men." And the battle tllere got to  be 
spread out over all the land Ihat nlns in sight. 
Furtharmore, the forest did more In eating up 
tl~c people than the sword did In eating them up 
013 that day.s 

9 Eventually Ab'sa.lom found himself before 
the servants of David. And Ab'sa,lorn~ was rid- 
ing upon R mule, and the mule got to came un- 
der tho network of boughs of a massive big tree, 
so that his head" got caught fast in the big tree" 
and he was taken up between the heavensc and 
the as the mule itself that was under 
him passed along. lGThen a certain man saw it 
and told Jo'abA and said: "Look! I have seen 
AbFsa.lam hung in a big tree." At this Sotab 
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  chief^," W, sla.&mt, See Qenesis 40 : 2, footnoto d, b LLE'phra.in," 
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said t o  the man who was telling him: "And here 
you saw it, and why did you not strike him datttn 
to the earth there? Then it would have been my 
obligation to give you 1;en pieces of silver and a 
belt.'" lL  But the man said to Jo'ah: "And al- 
though I were weighing upon my palms a thou- 
sand pieces of silver, I sl~ould not thrust my 
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'*al:le :Sn 4 ' 1 ~ ~  
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/hand out against the king's son, for in our hear- 
Ingn it was that the king comm~nded you and 
A.bis11'ai and It'tai, saying, 'Wntch over the 
young man AhJsa.lom for my sake.'* IWOther- 
wise I sl~ould have dealt treacherously against 
his soul and the whole matter it~elf wo~tld not 
be hidden from the kin@ and you yourself would 
take a position off on the side."' " To this Jo'ab 
said: "'Let me not hold myself up this way be- 
fore you!" Wjth that he took t t l r ~  shaftsb in 
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his palm and proceeded to driven them through 
t h e  heart of Abrsa.lom while he IVW yet alive 
in the heart1'. of the big tree. ' B  Then ten attend- 
ants11 carrying Jo'ab's weapons came around 
and struck Abtsa.lom, that: they might put him 
to death. lEJo*ab now blew the trumpet,r that 
the people might return from chasing after 
Israel, for Jo'ab had heId hack the people. 
I t  Finally they took Ab'sa.lom and pitched him 
In the forest into a big hollow and xaised up 
over him a very big pile of stones." As for all 
Ismel, they fled each man to his 11orne.~ 

18 Now Ab'sa.larn himself, while he was alive, 
had taken and proceeded t o  raise up for himself 
R pillar,' which is in the Low Plain of the King,u 
folq hc said: "I have no son In order to keep m y  
nnmc in remembran~e."~ So he called the pillar 
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of the District,ce and he eventually passed % ;$:$ the Cush'ite. n:,3j:3- 

by his own name,Y and it continues to be called 
Ab'sa.lomis Monument down to  this day. 
19 Now as regards A.himta.azVhe son of 

Za'dok, he said: "Let me run, please, and break 
the news t o  the king, bec~zrse Jehovah has 
jrtdged7 him [to free him] f rorn the hand of his 
enemies."* But Jotab said t o  him: "You are 
not a man of news this day,' and you must break 
the news on another day, but this day you must 
not b r e ~ k  the news for the  very reason that" 
the king's awn son hw died.ItA Then Jo'nb 
sald to the C ~ s h ' i t e : ~ G o ~  tell the king tvhat 
you have seen." At that the Cush'ite bowed to 
Jo'ab and began t o  run. q2 A.himya.az' the son 
of Za'dok now said once again to Jo'flb: "Let, 
now, happen whatever {vill, Jet me also myself, 
please, mln behind t h e  Cush'ite." However, Jo'ab 
said: "Why is it that you yourself have to run, 
my son, when there is no news being found for 
you?" la [Still: he said: ]b "Let, now, happen 
whatever will, let me run." So he said to him : 
"Run?" And A-hirn'a-az begnn to run by the way 
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and told the king, at which the king said: 
he is ;by himself, there Is news in his mouth." "If 1 

24 Now David was sftting between the  two 
gates,Weantimc, the watchmank went to the 
roof of the gate by the wall. At length he raked 
his eyes and s a ~ ~  and, look! there was a man 
r u n n f n ~  by himself. " So the watchman called 

"Tlie v p ~  wason that," Thle Hrhrm text is TOWPI-pointed firm to  
read ,  litrrrillg, "that is why" ( 'nl  ken), nllhough the serond I l r b r ~ w  
watbrl is inirring it1 31, but; R P P P ~ Y R  in solne Hehrelv nintlu~cripts, 
This i s  O W  III! tilt! ( I r r e  wFIo Iif ik, i l jm see 3 Pamuel 10: 23, foo t r~n le  A. 
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fmtrlota b. 
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And he kept comfng, steadily getting nearer. 
The watchman now saw another man running. 

The watchman therefore called to the gate- 
keeper and said: '%oak! another man rtlnning 
by himself!" at which the king said: "This one 
also is a news bearer," E7 And the watchman 
went on to  say: "I am seeing that the runnfng 
style of the first is like the running style of 
hhim'a-22" the son of Za'dok," at ~vhioh the 
king said: "Thjs is a good man,' and with good 
newpq he should come," * Eventually A.hirn'a.az 
called and said to the king: "It is well!"n With 
that he bowed to the king with his face to the 
earth. And he went on to say: "Blessedt be 
Jehovah your God, who has surrenderedu tile 
men that lifted up their hand against my lord 
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the king!" 
29 However, the khg said: "fs it well with 

the young man Ab'samlom?" To this A.himtaaz 
"said: ''1 saw the Dent  crowd at the time Jatnh 
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sent the king's sgrvant and your servant, and 
I did not know what it was."v aC So the king 
said: "Step aside, take your position here." At 
that he stepped aaide and kept standing stHE, 
31 And here was the Cush'iteY coming in, and 

the Cush'ite begnn to say: "'Let my lord the 
king accept news, for Jehovah has judged you 
today [to free you] from the hand of all those 
rising up against g p  But the king sald to 
the Cush'ite: "Is It well with the yoring man 
Ab'sa.lom?" To this the Cush'ite ssfd: "May the 

'enemies of my lord the king and a11 those who 
rose up against you for evil become as the 
young 

I l l  id wrll!" Literrtllfi "Pence !'I 11, Compm vmeu 29, 32. 
1 * I r l  tl117 I l ~ ~ l ~ r c w  text- chapter 15 ends here. 



myself, instead of you, Ab'sa.lom my son, my 
son!"') OTSn 12:ln 

Pa 103:13 

33 Then the king became disturbed and went 
up to the mf chamber" over the gateway and 
gave way to  weeping, and this is what he said 
as he walked: "My sen Ab'sa.lorn, my son, my 
son'. Ab'sa.lomt Oh that I might have died, I 
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19 Later it was reported to Jdab: "Look! 
the king is weeping and he c~rries on 

rnotlx-ning over Ab'sam1omhr" So the salvatjan 
on tha t  day came t o  be an occasion of mourning 
on the part of all t h e  people, became the people 
heard say on that day: "The king has felt hurt 
over his son.'- %d the people began to steal 
away on that day to come into the city,' just as 
thc pople would steal" away when tlley felt dis- 

/this will certainly be worse for you than all the 
'P"fi:4 injurp that has come upon you from your 1 m 1  
! t7c 1 2 9 : ~  ;youth until no~v."~ Accordingly the king rose 

(up and seated himself In the gate,' and to all 
'"":24 the people they made the report, saying: "There 

'is the king sittfng In the gate," And all the pew 
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ple began t o  come before the king. As for Is- 
rael,* they had flcd each one to  his h0rne.R 

grnccd because they fled in thc battle. ' And 
thc king himself covered up his face'( ~ n d  the 
king continued crying out with n loud voice: Il 
"My son Ab'sa.lom! Ab'sa.1om my Ron, my fion!'jr 
5 Finally Jo'ab came in t o  the king &t the 

k::ti$36 
~ s n l : 1 7  

Imxfl 

t F i m 2 : 3 V  
:'I<! 14:12 

1 

" ~ $ ~ : ~ ; ~ o  
lsn 1 9 5  
2% 5 2 9  
: GI 

1':'SaX5:14 

$:;,I,:$ 
;r;ygp 
l:?nR:17 

3 5.25 
2s;~ 17:15 
1 1 ~ 1  1:s 

1i1<n,22:~0 
1qlh j y 2 4  3r1:7 

. m C ~ f I  ,, ,,';::;"1 c .-* 

I , 11, .,,, L !+.I3 ,:,.,, 
b 4  - 4  >' ~3 
. f t :  11,:' 
.. n .- 1 

'[;'I: $:j? 
I!'" 1 Y : l R  

' 1 ,I I it1,3 

'Try; {iE 
I H  e l  

"I' "'I ", 

And all the people came t o  be involved in 
dispute* in all the tribes of Israel, snylng: "It 
was the king that deljvered us out of the palm 
of our enemies" and he it  was that provided 
escape for us out of the palm of the PhI.listtines, 
and now he has run a\r+ay out of the land from 
Abrsa.lorn.k loA$ for Ab's~t.Iom, whom IW 

anointed aver us," he has died in the battle.P 
So now why are YOU doing nothinga to  bring the 
king back?" 
11 As for King Davld, he sent to Zn'dokt and 

A.bi'a.thar" the priests, sayjng: "Speak t o  the 
older men of J ~ d a h , ~  saying, 'Why should You 
become the last ones t o  brltrg the king back to 
his house, when the  word of nll Israel itself has 
come to  the king ~t his house? My brothers3 
YOU are, my honey and my flesh YOU are. So 
why should aoc become thc Inst ones to bring 
the king back?' I U n d  to A.marsaz YOU should 
s ~ y ,  'Are you not my bone and my flesh? So 
may God do to  me and so may he add to  it* if 
you will not become the army chief before me 
always infitead o f  30'ab."'~ 

14 And he proceeded t o  bend the heart of all 
thc men of Judah as one man," so t ha t  they sent 

house and said: "You have today put to shame 
the face of all your servants, the ones pmviding 
escape for your soul todayn and for the mu1 of 
your sonst and your daughtersu and the soul sf 
your wivesv and the soul of your concubines,r 
', by loving those hating you and by hat  in^: those 
loving you, for you have reported todny that 
princes and servants are nothing to yon, because 
I well know today that if only Ab'sa.lom wcre 
alive and all of us others were today dead, why, 
in that ease it would be right ill your eyes."-. 
And now rise up, go out and speak straight t o  

the heart* of your servants, because, by Jeho- 
vah, I do swear that, in case you are not going 
out, not a man mill lodge with you tonight, and 

word to the king: "Come back, you and all your 
srrvnnts.*' 
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15 And the king began t o  go back and got to  
come- as f a r  as the Jordanc As for Judah, they 
came to Gil'galP to go and meet the king, to 
conduct the king across the  Jordan. ICThen 
Shim'el' the son of Ge'ras the Bentja.min.ite, 
who was from Ba.hu%im," hurried and went 
down with the men of Judah to  meet King 
David.' And there were with him a thousand 
men from Benjamin, (And also Zi'bak the  at- 
tendant of the house of Saul and liis fifteen 
sonsIE and twenty servants of his were with him, 
and they made it successfulIyA to the Jordan 
before the king. And heb crossed the for& t o  
conduct the household of the king across and 
t o  do what was good in his eyes.) As for Shim'- 
e-i the son of Ge'ra, he fell down before the king 
when he was a b u t  to cross the J0rdan.B 'We 
now said to the king:t "Do not let my lord at- 
tribute error" to mea and do not let him remem- 
berv the wrong that your servant didY on the day 
that my lord the king went out of Jei-u~alern,~ 
so that the king should lay i t  to his heart.' 
2o For your servant well knows tha t  I am the 
one that sinned, and so here I have today come 
the first of all t h e  house of Joseph"'" to go down 
to meet my lord the king." 
21 At once A.bish'aiA t h e  son of Ze.ru'iahc 

answered and said: "In return for this should 
not Shimte.i be put to death,' in that he called 
evil down upon the anointedc of J e h o ~ a h ? " ~  
22 But David said: "What do I have to  do with 
YOU men,dY YOU sons of Ze.rutiah, that you 
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should become today a resister"* of me? WilI 
anyone today be put to death in Israel?" For 
do 1 not tveI1 know that today I am king over 
Israel?"n 23 Then the king said to Shim'e.i: 
"YOU will not die."k' And the king went on to 
sweara to him. 

24 As for Me-phib'o.shetht the grandson of 
Saul,b he came down to  meet the king, and he 
had not attended to  his feetn nor had he attend- 
ed t o  his mustachev nor had he washed his 
clothes from the day that the king went away 
until t h e  day that he came in peace, '"nd it 
came about that, when he came to  Jerusalem to  
meet the king, then the king said to  him: "Why 
did you not go with me, Me.phibto.sheth?"$ 
2R To this he said: "My lord the king, i t  was my 
servantz that tricked me. For your servant had 
said, 'Let me saddle the female ass* for me that 
I may ride upon it and go withc the king,' for 
your servant is 1arne.O " So he slanderedA your 
servant to my lord the king. But my lord the 
king is as an angelg of The [true] God,d and so 
do what is good in your eyes. z s  For all the house- 
hold of my father would have become nothing 
but doomed to deathe+ t o  my lord the king, and 
yet you placed your servant among those eating 
at your tableme So what do I still have as a justi- 
fication far crying' out further to  the king?" 
29 However, the king said to him: "Why do 

YOU yet keep speaking your words?* I do say, 

%Sr~.!om'J 31; ~rr'ta??, Vp; sn.ta'fzn. Sy, b"The son o f  Saul," IrlTg; 
"ll111 son of Soli'a.tl~an the son of  Snal," SF; .*the son o f  t l ~ c  son 
111 Sn111,'j LXXB. "With,'> IUIXSyS-g ; "to," about 00 JIehrem 
111 1 1 1 1  ~trroripts. d &'The [ t r l ~ ~ ]  God:' 31! ttd-EI.o.h impj the definite wti- 
~ l l r t  l i r r  ("The")  receding the t i t l ~  El.o.11irii~. Henre literally, "The 
tJeu1." t<ut see Gencsls 31: 11, footnoke d, Literallyj "nothing bu t  
l t ~ ~ ~ t l  ( ~ r  l ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ , J 7  Jr, 



You and Zi'ba should share in the field."* 30 At 
this Me.phib40~sheth said to the king: "Let him 
even take the whole, now that my lord the king 
has come in peace to  his house," 
31 And Ear.zillain the Gi1'e.ad.it.e himself 

came down from Ro.ge'limr that he might pass 
on to the Jordan with the king so as to escort 
him to the Jordan. s2  And Bar.ziltlai was very 
old, being eighty years of age,' and he himself 
supplied the king with foodr while he was dwell- 
ing in Ma.ha.na'im,g for he was a very 
man. a " ~  the king said to Bar.zilllai: "You 
yourself cross over with me and 1 shall certainly 
supply you with food with me in Jemalem."u 
34But Bar.zil?ai said to the king: "What are 
the days of the years of my life like,' that I 
should go up with the king to Jerusalem? S" 

am eighty years old today.y Could I discern be- 
tween good and  bad,^ or couId your servant taste 
what I ate" and what I drank, or could I Iisten" 
any more to the voice of maleh and femaIeP 
singers?' So why should your servant become a 
burdene any more to my lord the king? For 
it is just a little way that your servant couId 
bring the king along to  the Jordan, and why 
should the king repay me with this reward?' 
37 Let your servant return, please, and let me 
die* in my city close by the burial place of my 
father and my mother." But here is your serv- 
ant Chim'ham." Let him moss over with my 
lord the king, and you do t a  him what is good 
in your eyes." 
38 Accordingly the king said: "With me 

Chim'harn will go across, and I myself shall do 
to  him what is good in your eyes, and all that 
you may choose [to lay] upon me I shall do for 
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you." 3s All the peopIe now began t o  cross t h e  
Jordan, and the king himself crossd; but the 
king kissed' Bar.zil'lai and blesseds him, after 
which he returned t o  his place. 4 W e n  the king 
went across to Gilfgal,t Chim'harn himself 
crossed with him, and also alI the people of 
Judah, and also half the people of Israel, that 
they might bring the king across." 
41 And, look! all the men of Israel were com- 

ing t o  the king, and they proceeded to  say to 
the king: "Why didv our brothers t h e  men of 
Judah stealy you that they Ynight bring the king 
and his household and all the men of David with 
,him over the Jordan?"z 4 2  At this all the men 
]of Judah answered the men of Israel: "Because 
the king is closely related to and why is it 
that you have become angry over this; thing? 
Have we eaten at a11 a t  the king's expense or has 
a gift been carried to us ?'j 

43 However, the men of IsraeI answered the 
men of Judah and said: 'Web have ten parts 
in the king," so that even jn David web are more 
than you." Why, then, have you treated usd with 
contempt and why did not oure matter become 
.first Tor usd to bring oure king back?" But the 
word of the men of Judah was more severe than 
the  ward of the men of Israel.& 

Now there happened4 t o  be there a good- 20 for-nothing' man,f whose name was Shep- 
ba,' the son of Bich'ri a Een'ja.min.ite, and he 
proceeded to blow the trumpet" and say: "We 

"me," in a coIlective sense. QternIIy, "I," in a co1lm 
tive sense. a''I have ten parts in t h e  king, and I am the first-born 
rather than yon, and so in Darid I nin nbor-e ~ou: L a .  Literally, 
'me," M. eLiferalhj *by:' 31. f Or, "a ~coundrel,'~ Literally, "a, 
man of Be8li.al {or, worthlemness),?' M. 



1 after She'ba the son of Bich'ri. @ They were close 
by the m a t  stone that is in CibPe+an." and A.map- 
sa* himself came t o  meet them. Now Jdab was 
girded, cIothed with a garment, and upon him 
there was girded a word attached to his hip, 
in its sheath, and Itn came out and so feu down. 

9 And Jo'ab proceeded to  say to  A.marsa: 
"Is it all right with you, my brother?"" Then 
Jo'ab's right hand tooIr: hold of A.maPsa's beard 
so as to  kissn him. As for A-ma'sa, he was not 
on guard against the sword that was in Jo'ab's 
hand,]' so that he struck himp ztllth it in the ab- 
doment and his inte~tines'~ spilled out to  the 
earth, and he did not have to da it to him agaimV 
So he died. And Jo'ab and AbEsh'ai his brother. 

have no share in David. and we have no inherit- 
anceo in the son of Jes'sc.' Every one ta his 
gods,nk 0 Israel!'" At  that all thc men of Isrnel 
Regran to go up from following David to follow 
She'ba the son of Bich'ri," and the men of Sudah 
themselves stuck to their king from the Jordan 
to Je r~sa lem.~  

3 EventuaUy David came t o  his house at 
Jerusalem, Then t h e  king took the ten ~ t r m e n , ~  
the concubines3 whom he had left behind to take 
care of t h e  hcruse, and he put them in a house 
of confinement, but he kept on supplying food 
to them. And with them he did not have any 
relafions,t hut they continued shut up closely 
until t h e  day of their dying, in a widowhood 
with a living husbar~d.~ 

4 The king now said to A.ma'sa:" "Call the 
men of Judah together to me within three days, 
and you yourself stand here." So Ahrnatsa went 
to  call Judah together, but he came latcr than 
the fixed time that he had appointed for h i m . ~  
" Then David said to A.bish'ai : a  "Now She'ba* 
the son of Bich'ri will be worse for us than 
Ab'sa.10m.~ You yourself take the servants" of 
your Iardc and chase after him, that he may not 
actually find for himself fortified cities and 
escape before our eyes."d Acmrcltngly the men 
of Jo'abb and the Cher'e-thites' and the Pel'e- 
thiteb and dI the mighty men went out after 
him, and they tvent on out of Jerusalem to chase 

I for their part, chased after She'ba the son of 1 Bicwri, 
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11 And a certain one of Jorab'e young men 
stood over him and kept saying: *'Whoever has 
found delight In Jo'ab and wlloever belongs to 
David,Y Iet him Pollo~v Jo'ab!" I P  All the while 
A.ma'sau was wallowing in the blood in the mid- 
dle of the highway.' When the man saw that 
all the peopIe stood still, then he moved A.ma'- 
sa from the highway to the Reld. Finally he cast 
a garment over him, as he saw that everyone 
coming up to him stood still." l 5  As som as he 
had removed him from the highway, each man 
passed by follotving Jo'ab t o  chase after She'ba" 
tho son of Bich'rj. 
14 And [She'ba] went passing through all 

the tribes of Israel t o  A%elo of Beth-ma'azah. 
As for all the Bfcl~'rites,~ they then assembled 
together and also went in after him. 

a O.ka.titn', 11. Literally, t't~nts,7' Thin is  one of tha Ei~hteen Emen- 
dntions of the Sopherim, t h e  orifiinal JIchrew text bcling allagod 
to rrlncl : r ' ~ d s F  or "Ciod" ( e l . o . k i ~ l ~ ~ ;  infitend of o o l h n . l i r n ~  ), b T,ilcr- 
~dlp ,  " [ in]  R ~4dowhood o! Siv in~nc~s ,"  N.. " L i v i n ~  ulirlr~~vm,l~ L.XX; 
"living in widowhood," T g, ''Zolnd." 31, n.do.ni?n', the plural of 
abd6n', to denote excellence or majesty, a Libmllg, "nod snatch 
nwRy our eyes," XI. 

- 
' In nprw wit11 J,,ry. whirh rmds "tho sward." But 11 wnds 

114 ,  . ' lrltr*rr~llg, "lEdrit~fi,'* 31. 
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15 And they proceeded to come and lay siege 
against him in A'hl of Beth-rnara.cah and cast 
up a siege rampart against the city: as it was 
standing within a rampart.* And all the people 
that were with Jo'ab were undelminfng the 
wall,O to throwr it down. " And a wise woman" 
began ta call from the city: "'Listen, men, lis- 
ten! Say, please, to Jo'ab, 'Come near as far as 
here and let me speak to you.' " " So he went 
near to her and the woman then said: "Are you 
Jo'ab?" to  which he said: "I am." At this she 
said to him: "Listen t o  the words af your slave 
girl."" In turn he said: "I am listening." And 
she went on to  say: "Without exception they 
used to speak in former times, saying, 'Let them 
but inquire in A'bel, and thus they will certainly 
end the matter.' I represent the peaceablen 
and faithful onesr of Israel. You are seeking to 
put to deathC a city" and a mother' in Israel. 
Why should you  swallow^ up the passessionv of 
Jehovah?" To this Jo'ab answered and said: 
"It is altogether unthinkabley on my part t h ~ t  
I should swallow up and that X should bring to 
ruin." " The matter is not that way, but a man 
from the mmtainous region of E'phra-im,' 
whose name is She%an the son of Bich'ri, has 
lifted up his hand against King David." You 
people, give him over by hirn~clf,~ and I will 
withdraw from the city.'" Then the woman said 
to Jo'ab : "Here is his head" pitched to you over 
the wall!''" 

22 At once the woman went in her wjsdorn* 
to all the people, and they proceeded to cut off 
the head of She'ba the son of Bich'ri and pitch 
it ta Jo'ab. Upon that he blew the -petk and 
so athey were scattered from the city, each one 
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to his home,& and Jo'ab himself returned to 
Jerusalem to the king.*& 
23 And Jo'abr was over a11 the army of Brael, 

and Be.nai'ahn the son of Je.hoira.dat was ever 
the CIler'e.thitesu and over the PeI'e.thit~.~ 
14 And Ado'rarny was over those conscripted for 
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21 Now there ceme to be a faminea in the 
days-f David for three years, year 

after year, and Dwid proceeded to  consult the  
f ~ c e  of Jehovah. Then Jehovah sajd: "Upon Saul 
and his house there is bloodg~ilt ,~* because he  
put the Gfb5e.an,ttes to  death." a So the king 
called the Gibte.on.itesk and talked t o  them, (In- 
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forced labor md Je.hosh'a.phatz the son of 
A.hi'lud was the recorder.lJ 2J And She'va* was 
secretary; and ZaVdokA and A.bi'a.tl-lar; were 
priests. 'OAnd, loo, I'ra* the Sa3r.itea himself 
became a priest of David. 
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cidentally, the GibJe.on.ites were not of the sons 
of Israel, but of the remainder of the Am'or- 
Ites;Oll and the sons of Israel themselves had 
sworn to  them,r but Saul sought to  strike them 
do\lrn in his tolerating no rivalry against the 
sells of B r ~ d  and Judah,) a And David went on 
t o  say to t he  Gib'e.on.ites: "J7'hat shall I do to 
YOU and with what shall I make atonement,d2t 

"11~2 you may certainly bless" the possession11 of 
Jehovah?" 90 the Gibfe.on.ites said t o  hirn: 
"It is not a matter of silver or gold for usC in 
connection with SaulV and his household, neither 
Is it ours t o  put a man to death in hrael." At 
that he said: 'Whatever YOU are saying I shall 
do for YOU," sAt  this they said to the  king: 

* Ir~h.rt~lly, "tents," M, Or, "wmemhrnncer!' a Literally, y,%llook," 
M. " I lr . ,  "nmmrfa," Litcrnllp, '.And DLESS [imperatiye, plml]? 

* I,il(~rnltj, "nw," $1; but in a wklectirc seusc. "Ug" M"arsm". 
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"The man Mat exterminated usy and that 
schemeds to annihilateo us from subsisting in 
any of the territory of Israel, "let there be given 
to us seven men of hfs sons,' and we must ex- 
poseau them to  Jehovah in Gib'e.ahA of Saul, the 
chosen oneb of Jehovah."" Accordingly the king 
said: "I myself shall give them." 

7 However, the king felt compassiono upon 
Me.phib'o.sheth+ the son of Jon'a-thane the son 
of Saul on account of the oath" of Jehovah" that 
was between them, between David and Jon'a- 
than the son of Saul. Tonsequently the king 
took t h e  two sons of Riz'pah" the daughter of 
A'iah whom she bore to Saul, Ar.mofni and 
Me.phib'o.sheth, and the five sons of Mi'chalCk 
the daughter of Saul whom she bore to A'dri.elk 
the son of Bar.zil'lai the Me.hol'ath.ite. Then 
he gave them into the hand of the Gibfe.on-ites 
and they proceeded to expose them on the moun- 
taino before Jehovah,n so that the seven of them 
fell together; and they themselves were put to 
death in the first days of at the start 
of the barley harvestWao However, Riz'pah €he 
daughter o f  A'iahs took sackclotht and spread 
it for herself upon the rockc from the start of 
harvest until water poured down upon t h m  
from the heavens,u and she did not allow the 
fowlsov of the heavens to rest upon them by day 
nor the wild beastsCy of the field by night." 

11 At length it was reported* to David what 
Riz'pah the daughter of A'iah, Saul's concu- 
bine," had done. " So David went and took the 
a lrEqo5e" (that is, n<th arms and legs broken), U ; 
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tnin," e~idently; see rerse 9. t "Afe'rab:' SyLXXLagardian eaitl*n 
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bones of Saul" and the bones of Jon's-than his 
son from the landowners of Ja'besh-gil'e.adP 
who had stolen them from the square of Beth- 
shan,%whom the Phidis'tines had hanged there* 
on the day that the Phi.lisYines struck down 
Saul on Gil.bo'a.* And he proceeded to bring 
u p  from there the bones of Saul and the bones 
'of Jonra.than his s m ,  and they proceeded to 
gather the bones of the men being exposed.' 
l 1  Then they buriedu t h e  bones of Sat11 and of 
Jon's-than his sona in the land of Benjamin in 
Ze'laK in the buriaI place of Kish" his father, 
that they might do everything that the king 
had commanded," So God let himself be entreat- 
ed for the land after such things.' 
15 And the Phi.lis'tiness came to have war 

again with Israel. Accordingly David and his 
servants with him went down and fought the 
Phf.lisftines, and David got tired.t And Ish'bi- 
be'nob, who was among the children of the 
Reph'a.im,b" the weight of whose spearv was 
three hundred shekels of copper and who was 
girded with a new sword,c began to think of 
striking David down.Y IT At once A.bishtai" the 
son of Ze.ru'iah came t o  his help* and struck the 
Phi.lis'tine down and put him to death. At t h a t  
time the men of David sworec t o  him, saying: 
"You must not go out with us to  the battle any 
more,O that you may not extinguishA the lampc+ 
of Israel!" 
18 And it came about after this that war 

arose once more with the Phi-lis'tines at Gobnd 
adds : "and of those hanged in the sun."' b Ha-Ra.pknk', N. 
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Then it was that Silo%e.cai' the HuFshath.itee 
struck down Saph," who was among the children 
of the Reph'a.ima* 
19 And war arose once again with the Phi.1is8- 

tines at Gob, and El.hatnank the son of Ja'a-re- 
or'e-gh the Eethle.hem.jte got to strike down 
Go.li'athb the Git'tite,c the shaft of whose spear 
was like the beam of Ioarn workers." 

20 And war m e  yet again at Gath,r when 
there happened to be a man of extraordinary 
size," with six fingers on each of his hands' and 
six toes on each of his feet, t wenty-f our in  num- 
ber, and he  too had been born to  the Reph'a.im."" 

And he kept  taunting^ Israel, Finally Jon'a- 
than' the son of Shirn'e.i,dy David's brother, 
struck him down. 
22 These four had been born to the Reph'a- 

Imu in Gath,z and they came to fall by the hand 
of David and by the hand of his servants.' 

22 And David proceeded to speak to Jeho- 
vah the words of this song' in the day 

that Jehovah had delivered him out of the palm 
of all his enemiesA and out of Saul's palm,c = and 
he went on to  say: 

"Jehovah is m y  crag' and my strongholde and 
the Provider of escape far me.' 

a "My Gud is my rock." I shall take refuge in 
hirn.k 

~i s h i e ~ n  and my hornr of salvation, my ri2:?hi 
secure height,a I 81'5 61..7 

Pr l h . 1 0  

a Hn-Rn.pkoh8, 111. See 2 S~rnuel 21 : 18. footnob h. " T ~ P  q011 nf 
Jn'a.re-or'e-gim the Beth'le.lletn.ih got to  trike down Oo.licnt1~." 
Evidently a corruption of the Hehrew text here for "ttir so11 of 
Jn'ir g ~ t  to strike down Lnhrmi the brother of cio.li'nlh," ns nt 
1 Ghrcn~cl~s 20: 5. C Or, "Go.li'nth the man of Oath," 31, d "[3bInlr- 
e.a," ~t I Chronicles 20 : 7; "Sham%ah,'+ nt I Snluuel la: 9, 
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And my place for flight,c my S a ~ i o r ; ~  from 
violence you save me.r 

* "On the One to be praised,y Jehovah, I shall 
call, 

And from my enemies 1 shall be saved.% 
@ "For deadly breaking waves encircled me,' 
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Very flash floods of no usefuhess kept 
frightening me." 

'The ropes of She'ola3 themselves surround- 
ed 

The snaresS of death confrontd me.' 
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'IIn my distress I kept calling upon Jehovah,' 
And to my God I kept calling! 

"Then out of his temple he heard my voice,' 
With my cry for  help in his ears.* 

@ "And back and forth the earth began to  
shake and to rockyk 

The forindation of the heavenso themselves 
became aaltatcd,l= 

And they kept shaking back m d  forth be- 
cause he had been nngered.Y 

"Smoke" went up at his nostrils, and there 
WRS fireC devouring from his mouth," 

Burning coals themselves blazed up from 
1 him.' 

"And he proceeded to bend the heavens 
down and to descend," 

And thlck gloom was beneath his feet.v 
'"nnd he came riding upon a cherubg and 

came flying,r 
And he was vjsibleb upon the wings of a 

spiri tmc1 
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lP "Then he put a darknesso around him as 
booths,' 

Dark waters,aE thick clouds." 
18 r l R ~ m  the brightness In front of hIm burn- 

ing coals of fire blazed up.& 
l4 "FYorn heaven Jehovah began to thunder 

And the Most High himse1P began t o  give 
f o ~ t h  his voice.' 

"And he kept sending out molvs,  that he 
might scatter them,* 

LightninglG that he might throw them into 
confusion.' 

I = *  d:i:8 The foundations of the productive landblc P S T : ~  

became uncovered.ll nJob %:I1 
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Id "And the stream beds of the sea became 
vjslble," 

I'i 114:s 
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He IvaE rescuing me, because he had found 
delight in me.I 

""Jehovah rewards me according to my 
righteousness," 

According to the cleanness of my hands 
he repays 

Be "For I have kept the mays of Jehovah,' 
And I have not \vickedly departed from 
my God." 

1 "For all his judicial decisions are in front 

At the rebuke of Jehovah, from the blast 
of the breathc3 of his nostrils.' 

lv'He was sending from an high, he wa. 
taking me,s 

H e  ~vas drawing me out of great waters.' 
lB ''He was delivering me from my strong 

enemy,u 
Fmm those hating me; because they were 

stronger than I was.V 
'I'They kept confronting me in the day of 
my disaster,~ 

But Jehovah became my support* 
90 '<And he proceeded to bring me out Into a 

roomy place;' 
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h h , "  
h d  I will keep myseE from error on my 

part." 
P6 "And let Jehovah repay me according to my 

"With one of loving-kindness you 1 - 1 1  act in 
loving-kindness,t 

With the faultless, mighty one you will 
deal faultlessly," 

'"With the one keeping clean you will show 
yourself clean,' 

And with the crookedone you willact assllfy.~ 
Qs "And the humble people you will save,# 

But your eyes are against the haughty ones, 
[that] you may bring [them] 1ow.b' 

so "For you are my lamp, 0 Jehovah,' 
And it 1s Jehovah that makes my darkness 

I ' * ! l l I I  I 
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"And you will glrd me with vital energy for 
ISR 235 1 the battle." 

'O '*For by you I can run against a marauder 
band, 

By my God I can climb a wall.' 
" "As for The [true] God,a3perfect Is hh way," 

The saying of Jehovah is a refined one.' 
A shield he is to all those taking refuge 

in him." 
89 ''For who is a G c d b  besides 3ehovalr:k 

And who is a rock besides our God?"" 
aE "The [true] Goda 1s my strong fortress,dr 

And he wilI cause my way to be perfect,* 
"Mnkinp m y  feet like those of the hinds,r 
And upon places high3 for me he keeps 
me standing.u 

a8 "He js teaching my hands for warfare,v 
And my m s  have pressed down a brv of 

copper," 
afiO"And you win give me your shield of 

saIvation,~ 
Andit 5s your humility that mnkesme great,' 

BP "YOU will make room Enrge enough for my 
steps under me," 

And my ankIes will certainly not wobble.' 
an "1 will pur~tte my enemies, that I rnay anni- 

hilate them," 
And 1 aha11 not return until they are ex- 

terminated: 
8P "And I shall exterminate them and break 

them in pieces that t h ~ y  may not rise up: 
And they will fall under my feet." - 
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coIlapse under me.k 
"And as for my enemies.@ yaw will certainly 

give me the back of their neckn 
Those hntfng me intensely-I shall also 

silence  them,^ 
8 a  "Tl~ey cry for help, but there 1s no csavior," 
To Jehovah, but he actualIy does not 

answer themmt 
4'And I shall pound them fine like the dust 

of the earth,n' 
Like the mire of the  streets 1 shall pul- 

verize them iV  
I 

I shall beat them flat.Y 
'4 "And you will provide me escape from the 

faultfinding of m y  people.= 
You will safeguard me to be the head of 

nations;' 
A people that X have not known-they will 
serve meaD 

*@'[Foreignersa themselves will come cringing 
t o  nlqn 

Ears n.111 be obedient to hear me.@ 
4a "Foreigners' themselves will fade away,+ 

And they will come quaking out from their 

4v'Jehavah is living," and blessed3 be my 
Rock,' 

Ancl let the God of the rock of my saJva- 
lion be exaltednk 

"The [true] Godb is the Giver of acts of 
rrtln~eance~ to men 

"mnn ne Foraignness (or, a f&gn corntry)." b " T h O  
1 1 )  1 1 1  I 4 l lrr l ." hl ,  hn-itl,  Srav vcrsc 31, footnote a 



And the One bringing the peoples down 
under me,= 

"And the One bringing me out from my 
enemies.~ 

And above those who rise up against me 
you will lift me up;f 

From the man of violent deeds you will 
deliver me.u 

"That is why I shall thank you, 0 Jehovah, 
among the nations,' 

And to your name I shall make rnelody,~ 
"The One doing great acts of salvation' for 

his king= 
And exercising Ioving-kindnessaG t o  his 

anointed1' one,* 
To David and to his seedc3 forever."dn 

23 And these are the last words of David :" 
"The utterance of David the son of JesPse,O 

"And the utterance of the mano that was 
raised up on high,+ 

The anointedb of the God of Jacob," 
And the darling of the melodiesf of - 

Israel. g" 
* "The spiriP of Jehovah it was that  spoke byh 

me.* 
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And-his word1 was upon my tongue.ck 
"The God of Israel said," 
To me the RocY of Israel spoke: 

" When one ruling over mankind is right- 
eous,:~ 

201 2 SAMUEL 2 3 : M  

0P95:9 k2Pe 1:21 
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Ruling in the fear of God,t 
'" 'Then it is as the lightE of morning, when 

the sun shines  forth,^ 
A mornin@ without c1ouds.V 

" 'From brightness, from rain,o there is grass 
out of the  earth.'^ 

'Tor is not my household like that with 
God?"" 

Because it is an everlasting covenant"' 
that  he has assigned t o  me,a 

Nicely put in order in everything and 
secured.* 

Because it is all my salvationb and all my 
delight,' 

Is that not why he will make it grow?B 
"But good-for-nothing personsc" are chased 

away, like thornbushes," all of them, 
For it is not by the hand that they should 

be taken." 
"When a man touches them 
He should be fully armed with iron and 

the shaft of a spear, 

- SPY 29:2 

Or, Iloynl lore." b "Anointed." 31, ~la.8bi'ah7t; SF, mJshbhk; LXX, 
ch&s.tosf; Vg, chri3'tus. C Or,  6(ofisp~il~g." d Or, "to time indefimte." 
* drhIsn." AIj g e b ' ~ ~ .  See Exodus 10: ll,,footnote (1. That is, musi- 
cally accompanied songs. 31, P ) n i  ruth , g Or, "And the pleasant 
singer of Isrsel." h Or, "uith." A s  at Kumhel*s 12 : 8a. 1 "Ttrord," 
31, w~il.lnh'. An Ar.a.lna'ic word, used only in  poet^, at Psalm 
19 : 4; 139 : 4; I'ro~erbs 25 : 9 ; and 34 times in the hook o f  Job, 

"And with fire they will thoroughly be burned 
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8 These are the names of the mighty men 
that belonged to David: Jo'sheb-bas.she'bethr 
a Tah.che'mo.nite,s the head of the threeae He 
was brandishing his spearf over eight hundred - 

* " ( l r , ~ l . "  31, El; LXX, 'Yhe Strong One"; Vg, Ds'ers. Or, "a 
I 'HVI~I~IIT~;~, o f  illdefinite time." 0 Elternlly, "But Uc81i.al (vorthlees- 
1at1.u) ,*' M. d 31 ndds here, "in the d~velling," but this expression 
* I~UI+IM 10 hnvr becn inserted here by lnietake because of the similar 
I I r l l l ~ q r w  ibx )laPrnlr>n (bns.sAe'beth) i n  the next Line. "Thee," 
1 t 1 n # n l  dji~; . - ~ I I ~ I o I ~ ,  f ( 4 H ~  was brandishing his spear." This diffi- 
lwl l  Ilnwnngrl i m  thus rendered by a correct~on of the Hebrew text in 
I r r r r l l ~ * r ~ w ~ l i  with 1 Chronicles 11: 11. M literally appears to read: 

I l r ,  nE1vI A~l' l .r~n (Itc Kx'nite,jl 
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